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THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD

“This Jesus who has been taken up from you into
heaven will return in the same way as you have seen
him going into heaven.”
-1st Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

I have always had a great admiration for
nurses. I feel that they are so often the unsung
heroines of the medical field. I am proud to
say that some women who are nurses have
been, and are my friends. They have seen life
in its totality from the good, to the bad, to the
…ugly. These women and (some men) deserve
every penny that they earn as nursesand certainly our personal
respect.
Recently, a friend of mine from a previous parish who is
employed in the nursing field, had made a couple of comments
of consolation that since have stuck with me. With the passing
of my Mother, she had said: “Just remember, Father, It is hard
to come into this world through birth and it is also hard to
leave this world through death.” This same nurse’s second
thought was this: “Perhaps the purest love that exists in the
world is not the love of man and woman but rather a mother
for a child”. Wise words as we gather to celebrate Mother’s
Day in 2018!
We are now nearing the final days of the Easter season,
even though Mother Nature has only recently given to us
weather that is befitting for Eastertide. In fact, last Sunday was
the last time we would hear a “# Sunday in Easter”. For in our
Catholic Province of North Dakota, South Dakota, and
Minnesota, Ascension Thursday, some years back was
relegated (I believe during the time of Archbishop Flynn) and
moved to the weekend. (However, near-by states such as
Nebraska, etc. still celebrate to this day, Ascension Thursday as
a Holy Day of Obligation.) Otherwise, when you would have
come to Mass this weekend, it would have normally been the
“7th Sunday of Easter”. Then, next Sunday is already Pentecost,
the Sunday after that is Holy Trinity Sunday and the Sunday
after that is Corpus Christi Sunday. By the time that we reach
the weekend of June 10th, Holy Mother Church has already
returned to the “10th Sunday in Ordinary Time”, as we begin
the three months of summer.
What can be said about all “these comings and goings of
these great feasts” over these past months that Holy Mother
Church serves to us? All of these feasts, beginning back with
Ash Wednesday so many months ago, and soon ending with
Corpus Christi Sunday, are all saying in a multiple of ways,
that we as members of Holy Mother Church, love the Lord in
the purest of ways, from the spiritual “death” involved with
fasting to the spiritual “re-birth”, every time that we receive
the Holy Eucharist.
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As I pondered over the readings for the Feast of the
Ascension on this Mother’s day weekend, the wisdom of my
nurse friend came to mind about the challenge of beginnings
and endings, life and death, and a love even purer than a
Mother’s; that of the Messiah. For what struck me spiritually in
a new way is that there are “Good News Opposites”, that are
mentioned throughout all three readings. Just listen to this: (1st
Reading from the Acts of the Apostles), “This Jesus who has
been taken up from you into heaven will return in the same
way as you have seen him going into heaven.” (2nd Reading –
The Letter of St. Paul to the Ephesians), “The One who
descended is also the One who ascended far above all the
heavens, that He might fill all things.” Finally, in the Gospel
from St. Mark we also read about “Good News Opposites” with
these words: “Go out into the whole world and proclaim the
gospel to every living creature. Whoever believes and is
baptized will be saved; whoever does not believe will be
condemned.”
Philosophically speaking, could we say that we really do
not know something in life well until we have experienced the
opposite of it. Can we really appreciate sunshine unless we
have experienced clouds and rain? Can we really appreciate
love unless we have experienced hate? Perhaps the readings
are telling us the Good News that we only experience the
fullness, the wholeness, the holiness of something true and
virtuous until we experience both its opposite. So the apostles
really experienced the presence of the Lord both through His
presence on earth and now His presence in heaven. Likewise,
do we really experience the fullness of life simply by being
born, but also by dying and thus being born into everlasting
life?
Mother’s Day in 2018, will be for me personally, one of my
most memorable days, for it is the first time that I experience
the opposite side of a Mother’s love. For like the apostles, I too
will gaze up heavenward as I have been feeling my Mother’s
presence in a new, “opposite” and perhaps a more complete
way through her recent death. For it seems to be only half of
the story to be in a relationship with someone visibly in this
world. It is something quite opposite, and dare I say, more
complete, to be in a relationship spiritually with someone in the
world and in the world that we are still waiting to come. Happy
Mother’s Day to our Mother’s in opposite stages of life and
death. May your pure love of sacrifice be our inspiration and
hope in Christ, who sacrificed Himself, not for those that loved
Him, but rather the opposite people, sinners, so that they might
experience the opposite of eternal punishment, but instead,
eternal life. Happy Mother’s Day and the Feast of the
Ascension!
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Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$8,493.00
Electronic Giving
$2,018.53
Youth Giving
$72.56
Loose Plate
$287.00
Easter Collection
$20.00

Weekly Offering Total

$10,871.09

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

May 2018 “Bridging the Gap”
Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$0.00
$7,431.02
*$18,302.11

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Stewardship Of Gratitude
May Crowning – Stewardship of Grace: Thank you
for your generous gifts of stewardship as we inch closer
to the end of the school year and begin the months of
summer. Last Sunday at the 10:00 am Mass we crowned
Mary once again in this month of May, the Queen of our
parish as well as our personal lives. A special word of
thanks to all of the young people that processed with
flowers to the Blessed Mother. (Thank you to the
parents for bringing them.) It was nice to see the
attendance was up from last year when it came to the
number of children participating in May Crowning, as
well as those that came down to share in some coffee
and rolls. The “Junior Collection” is a reflection of the
attendance of the children and young families. You are
the future of Holy Rosary parish! Your presence is
valued.
Vacation Raffle – Stewardship of Generosity: Our
final fund-raiser for the Fiscal Year of 2017-2018, namely
the Vacation Raffle, was not only successful, but perhaps
the most successful event in terms of stewardship in
recent memory. The Silent Auction alone brought in
$2,897.00! (Thank you to all of you that made a
donation! God bless you!) Our gross intake for the event
came to an amazing $13,522.00. The actual net profit
came to more than $8,500.00. (Remember our expenses
include the delicious chicken dinner and the cash prizes.)

(continued on next column)

Stepping Up in Faith
Collected this Week:
Rec’d. to Date:
Goal:

$0.00
$43,162.46
$105,700.00

You may have noticed that the “Estimated Need” has
been changed in its title to “Goal”. For as you read the
minutes of the Finance Council this week, the architectural
firm of YHR has submitted the proposed cost along with a
contingency, of the full cost of the renovated entrance,
steps, railings, lighting, etc. They are proposing that the
cost will be $155,000.00 complete. However, since the
project is still about 12 months away, we are expecting
that the price may be slightly higher or lower based on
2019 costs. In any event, the Good News is that we are
already ONE THIRD of the way to our goal, without a lot of
“pushing from the pulpit”. The Bad News (if you want to
call it that) is that we still have more than half-way to go or
about TWO-THIRDS. I am sure we can make this goal. It is
such a practical project and will be a great aid to many of
the faithful that need those railings and better lighting to
prevent falls. As we continue to journey into 2018, I will
continue to ask for your support on this project. Please be
as generous as your heart will allow…and maybe even a
little more generous! Thank you for your gifts!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Turn all your thoughts and aspirations to heaven.
Work hard to secure for yourself a place there forever.”
-Saint Father Damien de Veuster

“Stewardship of Gratitude” continued...
Due to the generosity of one of our parishioners, Holy
Rosary won $500.00! When my administrator returns from
vacation, I hope to give you an “exact” profit, as we are still
receiving monies! A special word of thanks to the Vacation
Raffle Committee and all who donated or came to the
event! May God bless you as we ended the fiscal year with
a fund-raising bang! THANK YOU SO MUCH!
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The Week Ahead
Monday, May 14: Saint Matthias, Apostle
(No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary)
4:00 pm – Communal Anointing Mass at Holy Rosary Karen Gagnier Randall†
*Followed by a potluck supper

Tuesday, May 15: Easter Weekday (Saint Isidore)
No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary
12:00 pm - 3:00 pm – Presbytery (Priest) Day
at Max’s Grill, Oliva MN (Fr. Paul attends)

Wednesday, May 16: Easter Weekday
9:15 am - Communal Anointing Mass at Oak Terrace Jim Barta
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice
Thursday, May 17: Easter Weekday (Saint Damien de
Veuster, Priest)
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Richard McDonnel†
(12:00 am – Bulletin Deadline for weekends of May 26&27
and June 2&3)
4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Meeting (Fr. Paul attends)

Friday, May 18: Easter Weekday (Saint John I, Pope & Martyr)
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Fay Fallenstein†
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
4:00 pm – Wedding Rehearsal

Saturday, May 19: Easter Weekday
2:00 pm – Wedding Mass of Scott Wersal & Ashley Mettler
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Jan Schmidt†
6:15 pm – Baptism – Lamm

Sunday, May 20: Pentecost Sunday
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Baccalaureate Mass William & Bertha van de Crommert†
11:15 am – Lunch on the Lawn - All Parishioners Welcome!
7:00 pm – Loyola Graduation (School Gym)

VBS Registration - CD Giveaway!
Registration is now open for Vacation
Bible School! You can register by going to
the Holy Rosary website and registering
online. There are also paper registration
forms at the entrances of the church. If you are one of the
first twenty people to register for VBS, your child’s name
will go into a drawing for a free CD! I have two CDs to give
away! Register now!
VBS Donation Wish List
Planning has begun for Vacation Bible School and we
are in need of the following items. You can bring the items
to the RE Office or put them by the display table in the
back of church. There are also envelopes on the table if
you would like to make a monetary donation.
 Coffee Cans
● 5 gallon bucket of sand
 Monetary donations for Snacks and Decorations
 Blue Painter Tarp (Used)
● Toilet Paper Rolls
Baccalaureate Mass - May 20th, at the 10:00 am Mass
Holy Rosary will be honoring all our
graduating high school seniors. All high
school seniors will receive a letter in the mail
in the coming weeks with more information.
If you don’t get a letter, please call Cathy at 345 - 6765.
Lunch on the Lawn
We will have an end of the year
celebration for ALL students and their families
on Sunday, May 20th, after the 10:00 am Mass. Please
plan on joining us for a picnic on the north side of the
church.
Upcoming Dates
 May 20 - Lunch on the Lawn following the
Baccalaureate Mass at 10:00 am
 June 4 - 8 - Vacation Bible School; 8:00 am - 11:30 am

Youth Group News

What’s Going on in Iraq?

Reminder May 16th is the last youth group
meeting. We will be grilling out and playing Frisbee
golf at Land of Memories Park. If it is still flooded we will
move it to the park by the church.

On Wednesday, May 23, 2018 from 6:30 pm - 7:45
pm at the Good Counsel Conference Center, there will
be a presentation by Sami Rasouli about the current
events going on in Iraq. Sami works for the Muslim
Peacemakers Team, a group dedicated to the principles
of nonviolence. He returns to the U.S. every year to help
build bridges between the people of the United States
and the people of Iraq. There is no entrance fee, but free
-will donations encouraged.

Thank you to all who donated items for the Recycle Sale
held last week! We couldn’t do it without the donations and
all of the amazing volunteers - especially the set-up and take
-down crews. Leftovers from the sale went to our veterans/
families and Vine Thrift Store. The money made will be used
for service projects and scholarships by Holy Rosary Council
of Catholic Women.
- Mary Grams – Sales Coordinator
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Weekend
Ministry Schedule

May 19th - 20th, 2018
Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Eileen Wadekamper
Dolores Portz
JoAnn Borchert

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Pat & Wanda Hull
Margaret Ayers
Curt & Donna Stanke

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Anne Wingert, Jonathan Hull,
Zachary Chelstrom (C/B/B)
Lauren Cahalan, Timothy Cain,
Jazzlynn Flynn (C/B/B)
Emma Niederegger, Hannah Linnes,
Melanie Kremer (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

The Maloney Family (First Communicant Family)
The Hill Family (First Communicant Family)
Brianna Kremer Family (First Communicant Family)

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom Rheaume, Gary Wintheiser,
Steve Enderle, Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Ben & Bill Cahalan, Paul Harguth,
Arlyce Anderson (Head Usher)
John Jagerson, Steve Kaiser,
Brent Friedrichs, Doug Helget (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm Paul Stevens
8:00 am Margaret Ayers
10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke
Music Ministry:
5:00 pm Cindy Gawrych/Vicki Galli
8:00 am Kathy Jo Johns/Lori Christiansen
10:00 am Youth Choir/Jeanne Makela

Money Counters - May 2018: Arlyce Anderson, Mary
Haley, Lee Sontag Kopp & Les Kopp

Bulletin Folders - May 2018: Mary Bliss, Barb Wegscheid,

Parish Directory Update
Last week, a parish mailing went out to
all of the registered members of our parish
who have not yet responded to our
upcoming Parish Directory! (If you received
a letter, we really ask for your response and
support.) We are hoping to receive a
response from everyone either by being
open to a photo sitting or submitting a photo. Although we
have not set a date for our next photography sessions,
please just let us know if you are willing to come in or
submit a photo. Submitting a photo could be as simple as A.)
Taking your smart phone B.) Gathering your household
together in one spot. C.) Taking a picture of everyone
together D.) Sending your picture to us on staff. (*Please call
and include your names.) In the coming weeks we will be
making personal contact with a group of volunteers to those
that have not responded. Please help. The best way to be
“parish” is to begin by getting to know one another. If you
have any questions or concerns, please call the parish office.
Thank you for your help!

Council of Catholic Women News
The Province of St. Paul/Minneapolis Council of Catholic
Women’s 20th Biennial Conference will be held on Monday &
Tuesday, June 25th & 26th in Fairmont at St. John Vianney
Catholic Church. Registration is due by June 1st. The cost is
$30.00 for Monday, $35.00 for Tuesday or $65.00 for both
days. For more information please contact Arlyce Anderson at
317-0617. Reservations after June 1st are $70.00.

Attention! Bulletin Deadline Update
With the wedding of Brooke Foreman, our Office
Administrator here at Holy Rosary, coming up at the end of
this month, the deadline for bulletin submissions will be
moved up. Please see below for the updated submission
dates:
Weekend:
May 26th & 27th
June 2nd & 3rd

Deadline:
Thursday, May 17th - 12:00pm
Thursday, May 17th - 12:00pm

K. of C. Council #5551 News
May 24 - General Meeting June 14 - Planning Meeting

Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend

Mark Your Calendars!
The Annual Blessing of the Bikes will be
held after Mass on the north church lawn at
Holy Rosary on Sat., May 26th! Pray for
sunshine!

2018 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
Total Received this week: $125.00
Total Received To Date for 2018: $1,330.55
Total Amount Collected: $13,959.55
*This collection started in March 2017
HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Jo Lindberg, Judith Neitge, Leonard Mettler, Joanne
Vavrosky, Cyril Windschitl, Roger Keltgen, Dean & Julie Mettler,
Juliette Shamp, Mary Jane Ledwein, Ruth Baker, Chuck Frost,
Eleanor Wittrock, Pat Roemildt, Donna Peterson, Mark Atchley,
Al Mellecker, Loren (Hank) Weber, Bev Linnes, Lucille O’Donnell,
Eldon Marks, Howard Oestreich

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Raymond & Mary Forsyth
Cara & Michael Groen
Jason & Erika Hacker
Rae Jean Peterson
Gary & Yvonne Lager
Maynard & Shirley Williams
Nicolas & Elma Ubongen

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Frank, Catherine, & Bill Gostonczik †

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or
prayer of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray
for, please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:
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Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17
Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a
Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26
Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19
28:16-20, 30-31/Jn 21:20-25
Vigil: Gn 11:1-9/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39, Day: Acts
2:1-11/Gal 5:16-25/Jn 15:26-27; 16:12-15

Learn
about
Loyola
Catholic
School...visit
www.loyolacatholicschool.org
Open Enrollment for Preschool classes. All day PS class
options are available. Limited space, SIGN UP TODAY!
Schedule family tours and K-12 shadow days at your
convenience. Contact Angela Casteel: 388-0615,
acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
Fun enrollment fact: during the 2017-2018 school year
75 new-to-Loyola students enrolled; to date, 35 new-toLoyola students are enrolled for 2018-19.
LUCKY 20 RAFFLE: Drawing at the Crusader Golf
Classic on Monday!
Save the Date … ALL ARE WELCOME!
 ROCKIN’ on the HILL - Summer Music Fest, Saturday,
July 21, gates open at 5:00 pm. Live music, food trucks,
spirits, pull tabs, traveling boutiques and more! This
year’s bands include Neon-LIVE and PopROCKS.
Loyola Summer Activity Camps...check the “In the
News” section at www.loyolacatholicschool.org for
information.
All school Mass, May 9th began with May Crowning.
8th Grade awards were announced: Spelling Bee, Duram
Kelly; and The Bishop Fitzgerald Award, Duram Kelly and
Annelise Winch. 8th graders received certificates of
Acceptance into Loyola Catholic High School, class of 2022.
Did you know? Each year our 3rd graders enjoy
exchanging letters with their SSND pen pals; they visited in
person on May 10th. Each year our high school Theology
classes take turns attending Mass with the Sisters and
staying for lunch.
At Mass on May 16th, at 9:50 am our 2nd graders will
celebrate in thanksgiving for the gift of their First Holy
Communion. That evening at 7:00 pm our seniors will
celebrate their Baccalaureate Mass.
THANK YOU to all who send us Box Tops for Education,
Hy-Vee receipts, and Milk Moola labels.
Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and
celebrate at Loyola possible, as we guide students to
their full potential, walk with them in faith, and equip
them to lead and serve.

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the families of Shirley Wolfe† and Fr. Ken Irrgang†

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Vocations, Discernment & The Catholic Laity

“Finance Council Minutes” continued...

Join Mankato area Catholics in learning about
religious vocations, discernment, the critical role of the
Catholic laity, and actions for supporting a culture of
vocational prayer in our parish communities. The event
will be held at The Good Council Conference Center, 170
Good Council Drive, Mankato on May 22nd at 7:00 pm.
This event is sponsored by the Serra Ministry of Mankato.

Church Sanctuary Floor and Steps: The stone sanctuary floor
has been in discussion for the past two years with safety
concerns regarding of the numerous falls that have occurred.
Father reported that while working in the church cleaning, up
flowers by himself on a Friday evening, he experienced a fall
himself that could have turned out badly, but only slightly
injured his arm. Numerous people have fallen as the steps are
not clearly visible. Any small amount of moisture on the steps
makes them very slippery. The proposal would be to imitate
the flooring of neighboring churches that would have a
matted finish. The high altar itself would remain with a high
gloss finish. The front steps would be addressed by having
them removed and installing a different color stone on the
edge so that they would be more visible (excluding the steps
leading up to the high altar). Ron Vetter from Vetter Stone
recommended a local person that could do the work, possibly
this summer. No bids have been received on this project at
this time. The Finance Council agreed to pursue this project
and to discuss it further at the June meeting, for a possible
completion in the summer of 2018. Confessional: Given the
climate of the church it was recommended that Father pursue
the liturgical recommendations to have glass openings in the
confessional doors for his protection. It was also suggested
that the confessional be reconfigured so that both the priest
and penitent can be clearly seen. Father agreed and would
pursue this project this summer. Father also mentioned that
the Worship Committee had recommended that a light would
be installed to know that penitent was with Father, but this
would not be necessary with the glass and new configuration.
Rectory Garage Floor: Father informed the council that he
received a quote to repair the rectory garage floor and install
a non-skid surface for the cost of $2,400.00. The present floor
draws up moisture, freezes and becomes slippery. The
cement is also in need of repair as it is original from the
1950’s.
Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Finance Council
will be held on June 11th at 6:30 P.M. The meeting closed
with prayer.

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Are you new to the area or would like to join
Holy
Rosary
parish?
Just
go
to
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membershipregistration and download the registration forms
to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact information
via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a hard copy of
those forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!

Anointing Masses
In cooperation with our Worship Committee
and Social Concerns Committee, we will again be
hosting a series of Communal Anointing Masses for
all those who are sick and infirm. Our main
Communal Anointing Mass will be held this Monday, May
14th at 4:00 pm in the main church with a potluck social
downstairs following the Mass. Everyone is welcome. There
will also be a Communal Anointing Mass at Oak Terrace on
Wednesday, May 16th at 9:15 am. The third Anointing Mass
will be held at Monarch Meadows in North Mankato on
Friday, May 25th at 10:15 am. Please note the dates and
times if you wish to attend. We had a great response last fall
for these Masses. Please know that those who received the
sacrament last fall are welcome to receive it once again.

Attention College Students & Families
Where is the Party?!
The best party just may be at the Newman Center or
Catholic campus ministry. The NEWMAN CONNECTION is
an Outreach Program helping college freshmen stay
connected with their Catholic faith, have fun and party in
a safe, holy and inviting environment. When students are
entered into the NEWMAN CONNECTION data base, their
information will automatically be sent to the college
Catholic campus ministry. The Campus Minister then
invites them to their activities and parties. Students will
get connected by contacting Dolores Portz at 388-3554 or
e-mail: dolpor@hotmail.com. To find out more, go to
newmanconnection.org.
Newman Connection is sponsored by Serra Clubs
across the United States and promoted by the Serra Club
of Mankato.

Are You Going on Vacation?
The smell of sunscreen is in the air as the kids
finish school and vacations are being planned. Many
of our parish families are planning to get away for
some summer fun and relaxation in the next few months. We
pray that your vacation time will be safe and a source of many
happy memories. However, we miss you when you're away.
Before you leave, please consider automating your gifts to our
parish by utilizing our online giving platform, WeShare. Go to
holyrosarynorthmankato.weshareonline.org. It’s simple! It’s
safe! And it keeps God at the top of your giving list even when
you are away!

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Concert Announcement
The Abbey of the Hills will host their
annual "Joyful Noise" concert on Saturday,
May 26th from 12:00 pm to 5:00 pm.
The concert is free, and will feature a
blend of popular music and religious songs from a
variety of musical groups.
Bring your lawn chairs for a great day of music rain
or shine! There will be food and beverages available.
There will also be special pricing for guest room
packages!
For more information please visit their web site at
www.abbeyofthehills.org or call 605-398-9200.

Finance Committee Meeting Minutes
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
April 30, 2018
The meeting of the Holy Rosary Finance Council was
convened on April 30, 2018. The majority of the members
were in attendance for the meeting. The meeting opened with
a scripture reading. The previous minutes that were published
in the parish bulletin on the week of February 25th were
approved as read. The agenda was approved as read as well
with no additions.
Pastor’s Comments: Father began his report by stating
since our last meeting on February 5th, (some 3 months ago)
we have experienced the season of Lent, Holy Week as well as
a large portion of the Easter Season. Attendance at the Mass
has been consistent, with the collections increasing from the
previous fiscal year of 2016-2017 to date by 12.2%. (This
increase is not due to any large gift that we received this year.
In fact, so far this year, we have not received any sizable gift
from an estate, etc.) Presently, we still have remaining, one
sixth of the fiscal year for 2017-2018. All of the monies that are
being taken in now and through the end of June, including the
Vacation Raffle will be 100% for the support and use of Holy
Rosary. Father hopes that after all the basic bills are covered,
there will be additional monies to again tackle some of the
basic repairs on the parish campus.
To date, all of our stewardship commitments have been
addressed for both the Catholic School of Loyola as well as the
Diocese of New Ulm. Loyola acknowledged in their recent
Finance Council minutes before the Board of Trustees, that
Holy Rosary has completed their payments for the fiscal year.
The Diocese of New Ulm has sent to our offices two e-mail
notices this year informing us that Holy Rosary was behind in
the D.U.F. (Diocesan Unites Fund). (*It was discussed with the
Holy Rosary Finance Council last fall to prioritize our outside
stewardship commitments with Loyola first as the need for
stewardship was great and we held the philosophy that
“charity begins at home”.) In the recent years, the parish has
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completed all of its Diocesan assessments months in advanced.
Father sent a letter to the Diocese in mid-April along with the
final fiscal payment stating his disappointment in receiving
notices when he has “always” paid the assessments in all of his
past and present assignments in full and in recent years has
paid them off prematurely here at Holy Rosary. Father received
a Diocesan response from a staff member that said in part: “I
am accountable to the bankruptcy court each month for the
amounts that are past due to the diocese and your parish was
included on the accounts receivable list.”
When you combine the Easter collection/second collection
(that was taken up for reducing the D.U.F.) the parish was
ahead in revenue by $525.00. The Easter collection in 2017
was $11,900.00, while in 2018 came to $11,600.00. The
“Second Collection” in 2017 came to $1,200.00, while in 2018
came to $2,025.00.
Father concluded by sharing some other statistics of the
Fiscal Year of 2017-2018. This year, the parish has met budget
100% of its weeks. (Perhaps reminding the faithful and
implementing the “Bridging the Gap” program was all that was
needed as the program has not had to be used even once.)
Combining the second collections from the American Bishops,
Food Shelf, etc. has not affected these offerings and has
shortened the liturgy time as well. There have been only two
weekends where the parish has taken up a “Second Collection”
and that has been on the Feast of Christmas and Easter. (No
one in the parish seems to be complaining for more of these
collections!)
Last year the parish paid out to Loyola Catholic Schools
$220,838.00. This year is the second year of a two-part
reduction resulting in a savings to the parish in the amount of
$15,824.00. The new number is a reflection of a formula that
has been in place for two years. This is a much better and more
equitable way to implement the parish assessments to the
Catholic School. In the February 5th Finance Council meeting,
$17,700.00 was received for the designated fund, “Stepping Up
in Faith” Campaign. As of April 30th, the parish has taken in
$43,412.00. A good number of the donations have come from
memorials of deceased loved ones who have recently
celebrated a funeral at Holy Rosary.
The Worship Committee recommended to put in a new
altar stone on top of the altar. The new stone blends in well
and was donated by the Vetter family from Vetter Stone Co.
There was a $1,600.00 charge for installation that was covered
by the parish.
Presently, over the past 4 years the parish has not spent
any of its investment principal or income. He income total that
will be printed in this week’s bulletin came to $16,492.74. The
“bottom line” is that our expenses are in check and the income
is up, making for a sound fiscal year.
Business Office Report: Jim reaffirmed Father’s thorough
report and spoke about the final preparations that are
underway for the final fund-raiser of the Fiscal Year, the
Vacation Raffle. Over 54 items have been donated for the
Silent Auction and nearly all of the tickets have been sold this
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year. It appears, at this time that the profits will exceed
noticeably last year or the recent years. The proceeds will go
into the General Fund of the parish to cover basic expenses
and repairs on the parish campus.
Eide Bailey Report: Ryan Spaude reviewed the parish
financials. February was a hard month for investors including
Holy Rosary with a significant loss in earnings. To date, the
parish has not spent any of the returns or the principal over
the past four years since Father Paul’s arrival. Ryan continued
to advise to stay the course in the investments that are
relatively modest in terms of risk.
Endowment Investment: Father brought before Ryan as
well as the Finance Council members a further discussion of
locking permanently a set amount of money again into the
“Endowment Fund”, where the parish would not be able to use
the principal, but only the interest. After a discussion, the
Finance Council recommended to Father to place in this fund
the amount of $50,000.00, at this time. The Finance Council
would review this fund again in our final meeting before the
close of the Fiscal Year in June if an additional amount will or
will not be added. The trustees signed the paper work along
with Father for Eide Bailey.
Business: Repairs: Church Steps – Update: The amount of
stewardship that has come in for the front entrance has been
impressive with very little “push from the pulpit”. The monies
have more than doubled over the past quarter from
$17,700.00 at the close of January 2018, to $43,412.00 by the
close of April 2018. A percentage of the donations have come
from recent funerals through memorials as well as past
memorials. As the calendar year progresses, Father will begin
the process of seeking the approval of the Bishop for this
project as well as to fostering the support of the faithful
through an in-house campaign. Father also showed the
detailed proposed cost from YHR Architects out of Moorhead.
If the snow-melt system is added ($12,000.00) new front doors
that are insulated/wood ($8,000.00) and a new monument/
church sign ($20,000.00), this would bring the total cost to
around $155,000.00. It is possible that the parish could also
take off a limited amount of dividend/interest money from the
parish reserve if there was a modest short-fall. The proposal to
have new doors, an ice-melt system and a new church sign has
come out of the parish committees (Worship Committee and
Pastoral Council). If the project is done in its entirety, we are
presently about one-third of the way there in terms of
stewardship which is quite good in terms of the time frame. At
this point we will continue to raise money for this practical
project.
Repairs- New School Roof 1925 Section: Father reported
that there has been some serious leaks coming in on the south
side of the original school from 1925. Multiple independent
roofers have agreed that the school roof (most likely original)
is in dire need of replacement. Father and the Finance
Committee have raised the possibility of either repairing or
patching the roof, but this is no longer a viable option. Three or
more bids are being sought out at this time for the Finance
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Council to address at the next meeting in June. Father stated
that this is a “watershed moment”. If a major repair is done, it
means we are being committed in a long-term relationship to
this part of the parish plant. The original dark brick structure
that was erected at the time of the rectory is a very solid
building, like the rectory. Long time parishioners admit that
this building has had little or no maintenance for many
decades. A preliminary estimate for the roof would be
between, $40,000.00 - $50,000.00. In the far-off, “distant”
future, it is possible to envision all of religious education
classes in this area of the original school, with extensive
remodeling and smaller rooms created from the present larger
rooms. The renters would no longer be in this section of the
facility as they presently occupy. The Finance Council agreed
that if the roof is not addressed soon, the building will not be
able to be saved and will be beyond repair. Questions were
also raised about the present boiler system. The boilers are
presently working well, but they are old. They would still have
a life-span of several more years, but not decades. The
consensus of both the Finance Council as well as the Pastoral
Council is that there will be no “major repairs” done to the
1950’s addition (blond brick). Although this section of the
school is newer by a quarter-of-a century, the building was not
built as well. No new roof will be placed on this section of the
facility in the future if it is needed, but will only repair the roof.
When this section of the school needs major capital
improvements, then the parish will have to make another
major decision for long-term planning. No long-term planning
has been made on the former school building except a
commitment to begin the needed repairs on the original part
of the school. The Finance Council agreed that the funding for
the new roof would come from the parish reserves. There is no
need to take principal money, but rather some of the gains of
our investments. It is often difficult to raise money for a roof
that no one can see. However, money will continue to be
raised for the front entrance/steps of the church that is
anticipated to begin in 2019. Tuck Pointing/Painting 1925
School: The mortar on the north side of the 1925 school is in
very bad shape along with the gutter system that is failing. Last
year the gutters were cleaned out after decades of inattention
as they were completely filled with dirt and debris and weeds
were growing from them. As a result, water poured down the
side walls of the school for many years, eroding the mortar, in
addition to years of exposure to the elements. This mortar
work would be a possible summer project (as well) if the parish
concludes well in the black, but this project could be held off
for a period of time. There is also the possibility of painting the
windows on the south and east side of the school, as last year
the south side of the 1950’s addition was painted largely to
improve the looks. The cost would be $6,500.00. Final
decisions will be recommended and made based on the close
of the year’s revenue and priority of projects. in discussion for
the past two years with safety concerns.
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