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Then Peter said to Jesus in reply, “Rabbi, it is good
that we are here! Let us make three tents: one for you,
one for Moses and one for Elijah.”
-St. Mark

“It is good that we are
here!” So St. Peter speaks
as he and some of the
followers of the Savior
accompany Him to the
heights of the Mountain of
Transfiguration. St. Mark
goes on to say that St. Peter
and his fellow apostles are
feeling “terrified” over
what they have witnessed as they see the appearance of
Moses and Elijah and Jesus transfigured with both His
clothing as well as from a cloud the voice of the celestial
Father in heaven is heard.
These 40 days of Lent are not a call to necessarily
change our clothing or to make sure that our information on
our smart phone is safely stored in what is called today the
“cloud”. Rather, Lent is about “changing” the spiritual
appearance of our souls through tangible, physical means
from praying, to fasting, to giving.
As I have reflected a bit on this passage, I am struck that
the three “transfigured” figures of this mysterious passage
that takes place on the mountain, are perfect
representatives of the three-fold mission of this season of
change that we are immersed into at this time as members
of the Church. For as this is a season of praying, fasting and
giving; could not Elijah be seen as a “perfect” figure of the
Old Testament as not only a supreme “prophet”, but also as
a person of “prayer”. Could we not “match” up Moses with
the Lenten “mission” of “fasting”? For was not Moses the
leader who took the Israelites into the desert in order that
they might “fast”” from food and from the “finer” things in
life, so that one day they might “find” themselves in the
Promised Land? Finally, who better to represent the Lenten
call of “giving to the poor” than our Precious Lord? For it
was the Lord who “gave” Himself in complete and total
sacrifice on the Cross, in order that we, the poorest of the
poor, spiritually as sinners, might be given the greatest of all
gifts, everlasting life!

Do you feel on this Second Sunday of Lent that it is
“good to be here”, spiritually in this Lenten season doing the
spiritual work of prayer, fasting and almsgiving? I suspect the
thought of really embracing these three areas of prayer,
fasting and almsgiving in a profound way feels also a bit
“terrifying” to us and to our spirit. Yet, these weeks of
“penance” should not be seen as a “punishment”, but much
more as a time of “praise” to our God and for making
ourselves personally more holy. For the three-fold purpose
of Lent is to help put back the three-pieces of our person
(mind, body and spirit), so that when Easter comes, we
might truly be “Wholly Happy” to celebrate the Paschal
Mystery and the joy of Easter!
In these last days we have again heard of another
“terrifying” school shooting in this country. This time the
shooting took place in Parkland, Florida by a 19-year-old
teenager named Nikolas Cruz. If you are counting, this is at
least the EIGHTH shooting at a U.S. high school THIS YEAR,
and it is only February! How terrifying! These shootings
appear to be uniquely a phenomenon of the United States
and rarely, if ever, are they being seen anywhere else around
the world. There are many on both sides of the aisle in this
country that are begging our legislators for tougher gun
laws. Yet laws alone will not lessen this lawless behavior. For
this young man of 19, who committed this monstrous act
was horribly depleted of the spiritual fruits of praying,
fasting and giving, deeply affecting his mind body and spirit,
that we are all working on restoring during this season that
we call Lent.
For if you read the various articles and news stories that
are out there, the reporters describe the problem of this
shooting and this single 19-year-old largely in relation to the
spiritual order and not the physical order. Nikolas had a
troubled life. He was living with a couple, as he had no
longer had a home. His mother, only months before, had
died and he had taken her death very hard. He had been
expelled from the school months before, and was obviously
harboring a great deal of anger over that decision that had
been made by school authorities. Nik told authorities after
his arrest that he had heard voices of demons who had
made him do it. His defense attorney describes him as a
“broken human being” and “a broken child”. Such a horrible
human act is largely now being explained not through
human terms but more so in holy, spiritual terms. I would
argue THAT SIMPLY PASSING MORE LAWS WILL NOT TOTALLY
SOLVE THE PROBLEM, BUT RATHER SPIRITUALLY MORE
THAN 40 DAYS OF LENT TO RENEW OUR LOVE FOR THE
LORD THROUGH OUR FELLOW MAN AND WOMAN.

(continued on page 3)
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“the quill and the cloth” continued...

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$8,653.00
Electronic Giving
$2,301.76
Youth Giving
$35.40
Loose Plate
$496.25
Ash Wednesday
$2,226.23
Weekly Offering Total

If you have a young person in your home or know of a
young person, it would be far better spiritually take them
to Mass weekly as part of your Lenten resolve and go
ahead and have that piece of chocolate. I remember well
that we were taught in moral theology, given the right
circumstance at the right time, we are capable of
committing ANY sin! Encourage the young people around
you to read this bulletin and at least this column (on a
weekly basis), so that some tragic loss like this does not
happen this Lent in Mankato or somewhere else here in
Minnesota. Stay close to the Lord, Happy Lent!

$13,712.64

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

Feb. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”

$0.00

For the Young and Young at Heart
Teaching Mass this Wednesday!

Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$2,669.25
*$16,381.89

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Stewardship Of Gratitude
This past week, the Rev. Billy Graham passed away
at the rich age of 99-years-old. My Mother was a strict
Catholic but she always wanted Billy Graham on when
he was doing one of his crusades that was televised in
the evening. Billy Graham once wrote: “God has given us
two hands – one to receive with and the other to give
with. We are not cisterns made for hoarding; we are
channels made for sharing.” Lent is all about giving and
certainly many of you are taking this to heart. Thank you
for the warmth of your generosity in the midst of the
cold winter weather outside. Again this week we
reached and surpassed our budgeted amounts. This
week we received our billing for heating through natural
gas for our facility. The bill for “:just” the month of
January this year came to a total of $4,988.84. Thank
you for your giving to our Fuel Fund this year. Keep it
coming. I am afraid that we still have some more cold
winter weather ahead. Thank you for your gifts.

K. of C. Council #5551 News
March 1: Blood Drive

March 8: Planning Meeting

Many of us who are reading this article
might wonder if there is anything that we
“do not” know about the Mass. I mean,
have you not been going to Mass your
entire life? Yet, if we were pressed in a corner and asked
“Why do you sign your self with Holy Water?” or “Why do
you genuflect on your right knee and not on your left?” or
“What is the difference between Catholics who believe
that when it comes to the Holy Eucharist we profess
transubstantiation, while the other Christian religions that
celebrate the Holy Eucharist profess consubstantiation?”
“Can we use any kind of wine at Mass?” “Am I receiving
Holy Communion in the proper way?” These and MANY
MORE questions will be addressed in the teaching Masses
that will be held now during the Lenten season as well as
into the Easter season.
These Masses will be unconventional as I will continue
to stop the Mass to explain what we are doing and why we
are doing it. FOR WE CANNOT LOVE WHAT WE DO NOT
UNDERSTAND! MAYBE IF WE UNDERSTOOD THAT THE
MASS IS MORE THAN JUST AN HOUR OF PRAYER OR A
SUNDAY MORNING SERVICE AND A GREAT MIRACLE THAT
TAKES PLACE AT EVERY EUCHARIST, WE WOULD NO
LONGER FEEL LIKE WE HAVE TO GO, BUT RATHER THAT
WE LONG TO GO. We are requiring our students as well as
our parents to attend one of these Masses in the coming
weeks through religious instruction. On the other hand, I
would encourage everyone reading this article to
prayerfully consider attending one of these Masses for
their own adult enrichment and to grow in love for the
Lord through the Holy Eucharist! The schedule is below:
February 28 – Teaching Mass – Grades 7 – 11; 7:00 pm
March 14 – Teaching Mass – Grades 3-6; 6:00 pm
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The Week Ahead

Monday, February 26: Lenten Weekday

FEBRUARY 25, 2018

Council of Catholic Women News

Save the Date: Please join us for a
Lenten Day of Reflection on Saturday, March
Tuesday, February 27: Lenten Weekday
10th, at Holy Rosary Church Basement.
No Morning Mass at Holy Rosary
Registration will begin at 8:30 am. At 9:00 am, Sister Therese
5:30 pm - “Getting More Out of Mass” Adult Study Group Even SSND will lead us in reflecting on how we can be more
(Church Basement)
aware of God’s love and presence in our daily lives. We will
Wednesday, February 28: Lenten Weekday
learn how the Word of God and how prayer helps us to reach
9:15 am - Mass at Oak Terrace - William & Bertha van de
that goal and how to use steps to live life more fully. We will
Crommert†
enjoy a light lunch and then another reflection on the
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
importance of forgiveness and healing. We will end around
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School)
2:00 pm with a time for sharing how this day will help us to be
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal
- Menu: Scalloped Potatoes & Ham (School Cafeteria) ready to experience Easter joy.
6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes
We will need to have the total number of those
7:00 pm – Lenten Teaching Mass (All are welcome)
attending, so please call our parish office, 387-6501, by March
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm – Jr./Sr. Rel. Ed Class (Teaching Mass)
5th to reserve a spot. If you need transportation, please leave
Thursday, March 1: Lenten Weekday
that message at the office too. This event is sponsored by the
8:05 am – Rosary
Holy Rosary Council of Catholic Women.
8:30 am – Mass - Karen Gagnier Randall†
12:00 pm – 6:00 pm - K of C Blood Drive (Church Basement)
Baptisms!
8:05 am - Rosary
8:30 am - Mass - Dick & Carol Arndt Family

Friday, March 2: Lenten Weekday

8:30 am – Mass - Jim & Donnie Wingert†
*Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass
9:00 am - 3:00 pm – Eucharistic Adoration
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)
5:00 pm – 5:30 pm - Individual Confession
*5:30 pm – Stations of the Cross
*Following Stations there will be Individual
Confession

Saturday, March 3: Lenten Weekday (Saint Katharine
Drexel, Virgin)
10:00 - 11:00 am - Confirmation Practice
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Confirmation Mass - People of the Parish

Sunday, March 4: Third Sunday of Lent
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - Dolores Zoelle†
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - Sebastian, Gloria & Joseph Lena†,
Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†, and Imparajah†
(Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass)

Wednesday Night Simple Meals
Please join us for our Wednesday
night Simple Meals! They are open to all
parishioners! We serve from 4:45-6:15
pm.
On the Menu for February
28: Scalloped Potatoes & Ham.
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Our prayers and best wishes go out to
Andrew & Nicole Bear, Steven & Jennie Helget,
and Christopher & Sara Schweiss on the occasion
of the Baptism of their children this weekend:
Dexter William Bear, Noel Sue Helget, Jace Carter & Jaxson
Michael Schweiss.
These baptisms will occur this weekend. May their
Baptisms be the beginning of a life-long relationship with
Christ & His bride, the Church! May God bless you all on this
most joyful occasion!

Vigil Light Intentions
We are nearly caught up with our vigil light
intentions for the main sanctuary lamp. Attached to
this week’s bulletin is an envelope to be used for a
vigil light intention (or more) that can be dropped off
at the Parish Center or thrown into the collection in
the coming weeks. What a wonderful devotion of
prayer that the candle that burns so close to the tabernacle
where our Lord’s Body and Blood is being housed while also
housing our holy intention for a love one, living or deceased
that is in need of prayers. You are invited to turn in these
intentions for either living or deceased loved ones either next
weekend or in the weeks ahead.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“When granted many years of life, growing old in
age is natural, but growing old with grace is a choice.
Growing older with grace is possible for all who will set
their hearts and minds on the Giver of grace, the Lord
Jesus Christ.
-Billy Graham
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March 3rd - 4th, 2018

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Brian Eggersdorfer
Ashley Paul
Roxi Lang

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Maxine Davis & Mary Beth Nygaard
Craig Amundson & Linda Hiniker
Curt & Donna Stanke

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Emma Niederegger, Anne Wingert, &
Zachary Chelstrom (C/B/B)
Matthew Helget, Braeden Otto, &
Duram Kelly (C/B/B)
Timothy Cain, Abi & Nathan Lang (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Confirmation Students
Richard Boruff Family
Les Calsbeek Family

Ushers:
5:00 pm

8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom Rheaume, Steve Enderle, Tom Koch,
& Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Gerry Hiniker, Jame Levandowski, Mary &
Gary Zellmer (Head Usher)
Steve Kaiser, Brent Friedrichs, Jim Barker,
& Doug Helget (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Eileen Wadekamper
Arlyce Anderson
Donna Wolf
Music Ministry:
5:00 pm Kathy Jo Johns/Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli
8:00 am Benjamin Paul/ Jeanne Makela
10:00 am Youth Choir/ Jeanne Makela

Money Counters - March 2018: Arlyce Anderson, Bill
Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson

Bulletin Folders - March 2018: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle

Fair Trades Goods
CCW is supporting Fair Trade - Coffee, Tea and
Chocolate is available for sale in the parish office!

Lenten Adult Study Group
“Getting More out of Mass”
The Lenten Adult Study Groups has begun gathering in
preparation for celebrating the Pascal Mystery and living the
mystery in the world. We want to welcome everyone to join;
men, women, singles, and couples, all perspectives are
encouraged!
The group meets in the church basement on Tuesday
evenings. The discussions are centered on the booklet,
“Getting More Out of the Mass,” by Fr. John Muir. The
schedule of the topics are as followed:
February 27- Encountering God in the Mass
March 6- How to Enter God’s House
March 13- A Loving Conversation
March 20- How to Give Yourself to God
March 27- Finding Your Purpose
Each session starts with a simple soup supper at 5:30 pm
in the church basement. Supper is followed by large group
prayer, small group study, and sharing of scripture & prayer.
Please come and enjoy the fellowship and be involved
with a faith-filled group of people to ponder the word of God.
Sign up to participate by calling Mary Beth Nygaard at
625-1450 or JoAnn Borchert at 388-8813.

Blood Drive
The American Red Cross will be
set up at Holy Rosary Church on
March 1st from 12:00 pm to 6:00
pm. To make an appointment you can go online at
redcrossblood.org and schedule yourself in or you can
call John at 995-5238 and we will get you scheduled at a
convenient time. Walk-ins are always welcome. Thank
you for your past support for this worthy cause.

Concert Announcement!
The Chamber Choir from College of St.
Benedict at St. John’s University will appear in
concert at Ss. Peter & Paul Catholic Church on
March 3 at 8:00 pm. The program traditionally
features a wide variety of sacred and secular music from
around the world. There is no admission cost, but free will
donations are encouraged.
You can also volunteer to be a host family for the choir
members. Please contact Grace Kunkel at 388-2995 for more
information.

2017-2018 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
Total Received To Date: $13,845.71
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Stewardship Corner

Teaching Mass - All Are Invited!!
Our grades 7-11 RE students and
their parents will be attending a Teaching
Mass on February 28th at 7:00 pm. All
parishioners are invited to attend as
well! A Teaching Mass is a slowed-down version of the
Mass which will give Father Paul an opportunity to explain
the rituals, symbols and prayers used during Mass. Please
mark the date on your calendar now and join us!
Please Continue Praying for our Confirmation Students!
Please continue taking the pieces of paper that I have
placed with the names of our Confirmation Candidates at
each of the entrances. Please take one of them and pray
for that individual as they continue their journey towards
Confirmation next Saturday on March 3.
Upcoming Dates
 February 28 - Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6 pm
to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 4:45 pm - 6:15 pm - (Meal:
Scalloped Potatoes & Ham)
 March 3 - Confirmation Mass - 5:00 pm
 March 7 - Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm 7:10 pm; Community Meal - 4:45 pm - 6:15 pm - School
Cafeteria - On the Menu: Chili ; Youth Group 6:45 pm 8:00 pm

Sausage & Sauerkraut Dinner
On March 4, the men of St. Mary’s Church in Sleepy Eye
will host their Annual Sausage and Sauerkraut Dinner. The
food will be served from 10:30 am until 2:00 pm in the St.
Mary’s school cafeteria. The menu consists of country
sausage, old-fashioned sauerkraut, mashed potatoes, gravy,
applesauce, bread, ice cream, and beverages. The cost of
the dinner is $12.00 for adults, $4.00 for children ages 6-12,
and $1.00 for preschoolers. USDA inspected sausage and a
variety of other kinds of meats will be available for sale.
Everyone is welcome! Take-outs for adults are available
starting at 9:30 am.

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Are you new to the area or would like to
join Holy Rosary parish? Just go to
www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download
the registration forms to fill out. You can
also simply send us your contact information via an easy-to
-use form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms.
Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$35,652.51
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$19,450.00
Goal:
$19,450.00
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:

Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

$185,767.00
$205,014.00

$240,869.51
$304,185.00

This week we again contributed $10,000.00 towards our
stewardship goal to Loyola. We have about 9% remaining on
our Catholic School stewardship goal. This is a very good figure
given the fact that we still are in the month of February. We
are still less than 50% completed for the Diocese of New Ulm.
Upon completion of our Catholic School commitment, we will
begin in earnest, on a weekly basis, to cover our Diocesan
costs for 2017-2018. Thank you so much for your gifts!

Fuel Fund
Again this week we took another large
“stewardship step” forward with regards to
our annual Fuel Fund drive. For this week
we took in “Additional Weekly Income” the
amount of $750.00 so far . Thank you so
much for your great generosity! To date this season, we
have brought in a total of $7,279.00. We have set a
modest goal for our Fuel Collection at $8,000.00 even
though last year we had spent in excess a total of
$17,500.00. With a goal that is less than half of what will
be spent, of that goal we are presently standing at 91%
that we have collected to date. Thank you for supporting
this important and most basic expense of the parish. I
am hoping that the weather is going to start to warm up,
because if you are like me, I am getting very tired of this
very cold weather! Stay warm!

Mission of Love Project
Children and Adults are invited to make a Valentine,
enclose $2 (or more if you would like) and leave them in
the parish office by March 5.
The CCW will then mail them all to Friends of San
Lucas. Each donation helps the children with school
supplies and food. Thank you for helping the less
fortunate children at San Lucas Mission.
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Don Dehning, Judith Neitge,
Leonard Mettler, Joanne Vavrosky, Cyril Windschitl, Roger
Keltgen, Dean & Julie Mettler, Juliette Shamp

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Bradley Leiferman
Tessa Enter
Marlin & Lenora Hickey
William & Nancy Mattes
William Fasnacht
Frank & Stacy Rutt
Mary Bliss

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Sherry Kittleson†

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Dn 9:4b-10/Lk 6:36-38
Is 1:10, 16-20/Mt 23:1-12
Jer 18:18-20/Mt 20:17-28
Jer 17:5-10/Lk 16:19-31
Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a, 17b-28a/Mt 21:33-43, 45-46
Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Lk 15:1-3, 11-32

Ex 17:3-7/Rom 5:1-2, 5-8/Jn 4:5-42 or 4:5-15, 19b-26,
39a, 40-42

Learn
about
Loyola
Catholic
School...visit
www.loyolacatholicschool.org
K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019
enrollment is coming soon! Schedule family tours and
shadow days at your convenience. Contact Angela
Casteel: 388-0615, acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
Save the Date … ALL ARE WELCOME!
 Blood Drive, Feb 27, 8:30-1:30, gym. Walk in or schedule
a time at redcrossblood.org
 Kindergarten Round Up, March 19, 6:00 pm We
welcome you and your Kindergarten-eligible child to
join us to meet teachers and administration, tour
classrooms and learn about Kindergarten at Loyola!
Childcare for siblings is available. Can’t make it on
March 19? Come for a family tour on a day that works
for you. Call 507-388-0615 to schedule.
 Loyola Crusader Golf Classic: May 14, Four-person
scramble golf event friendly enough for the weekend
golfer but challenging enough for the competitive
player! Registration information coming soon!
All eight of the Loyola Regional Science Fair participants
qualified for the State Science Fair on April 8-10.
Congratulations to Emily Coudron, Luiza Flores, Duram Kelly,
Mariah Kreykes, Marie Leonard, Elaine Ludvik, Cyemone
Nusser, and Sarah Yenish.
Physics Classes enjoyed a morning of Curling on February
21, analyzing and calculating force, momentum, velocity, and
mass. Students displayed their History Day projects during
conferences on February 22 & 23. Don’t miss the City Wide
Choral Concert at SSPP, February 25 at 7:00 pm.
Lent At Loyola: We are joining St. Joseph the Worker
parish in their effort to build a school for their sister parish in
Haiti. During Lent we will learn about Haiti, pray the Stations
of the Cross, do Prayer Partner activities, celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation, and spend times in Adoration.
Did you know? We continue to welcome families who
are new to the area or are seeking a change. Come and
discover Loyola’s unique school culture and academic and
co-curricular offerings.
Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and
celebrate at Loyola possible, as we guide students to
their full potential, walk with them in faith, and equip
them to lead and serve.

Stepping up in Faith
Rec’d. to Date:
Estimated Need:

$18,435.20
$50,000.00
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Finance Committee Meeting Minutes
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
February 5th, 2018
The meeting of the Holy Rosary Finance Council was
convened on February 5, 2018, two weeks later than
previously scheduled, due to the weather. Nearly all of the
members were present and accounted for at this February
meeting. The previous minutes of the November 13th
meeting were approved as read and published in the
bulletin. The agenda was also approved as read.
Pastor’s Comments: Father began by speaking
favorably about the financial status of the parish at this
time. The parish has consistently been ahead of our
targeted budgeted amounts through the seven months of
this fiscal year. If this trend of generous stewardship
continues through the remainder of the 2017-2018 Fiscal
Year, the parish will again conclude in the positive and the
parish will be taking on some more repairs and
improvement projects in the summer of 2018. Father went
on to report that the over-all contributions have increased
from a year ago at this time by 16%, while the Sunday
offering alone has increased by 4.7%. The front entrance
stewardship campaign “Stepping Up in Faith”, has started
out well with more than $18,000.00 already received in a
designated fund. The parish’s stewardship commitment to
Loyola Catholic School is ahead of last year at this time by
nearly $52,000.00. However, while we are current with our
Catholic School commitment, we are behind from last
year’s payments from the parish to the Diocese by almost
$45,000.00. Before the close of June Holy Rosary still
needs to pay out a combined total to the Diocese and
Catholic School of $84,226.94. When these two
stewardship tasks are completed, every dollar after that is
taken in will remain in the parish until the close of June
and the fiscal year. On July 1st, we again will start all over
with our major stewardship commitments.
Business Office Report: Jim reported that in addition
to Father’s comments, he concurred that the parish is
doing well and is ahead of last year. Jim also reported that
expenses are on target with the budget and have only
increased from last year’s spending at this time by only
1.4%. So far, the parish has paid out to Loyola
$165,767.00. Tickets are being sold for our 1st Annual
Taste of the Nations. This fund raiser appears to be going
well for the first attempt. The annual Vacation Raffle has
been set for May 4th this year.
Eide Bailey – Investment Report: The investments for
the parish have been doing very well but experienced in
these last days some historic drops. There does not appear
to be any cause for concern as it is simply the volatility of
the markets. The Parish Endowment was discussed. After a
lengthy discussion the following points were agreed upon
1.) There is a commitment to continue to invest in this
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account on an annual basis to see this portfolio grow. 2.)
The amount will be determined on an annual basis based
on how the revenue is coming into the parish and how the
market is performing 3.) This year we will decide in June as
the main portfolio is more aggressive and the endowment
is more conservative. Since the markets are doing well, we
will decide at that time how much we wish to invest.
Business: Church Steps: The designated fund for the
front entrance is doing very well for only being established
shortly before Christmas. To be approaching $20,000.00 is
a mark of support for this project. Father does not see that
the project will take place this summer, but most likely
sometime in the year of 2019. There is a large number of
things that need to be done behind the scenes from
securing a contractor, raising sufficient revenue, seeking
Diocesan approval, etc. Parish Auction: Father noted that it
has been nearly three years since the parish held our last
auction that had been very successful and generated a
good amount of revenue for the parish. Gary Zellmer
suggested that if the auction is done it should be done
before the “spring-pick-up” as many people will have
disposed of items by then. It was suggested that the
promotion would begin in March and be held in the last
days of April. Father will start promoting this in the coming
weeks to see if there is enough interest to donate from the
faithful.
The future Finance Council meeting and date was not
set at the close of the meeting. The meeting closed with
prayer.

Picture Perfect!
Start scheduling your picture sessions before or
after Mass! We will have tables set up in the back of
church for you and your family to pencil in your
appointment for your photo session. If you are not able
to sign up at Mass, please go to our website
holyrosarynorthmankato.com and click the link on the
top of the page to schedule online (online scheduling is
only available on weekdays). Last week in the bulletin
there was a coupon flyer and pamphlet regarding the
details of the process and the discounts you can receive
the day of the session. If you have any questions please
don’t hesitate to call the parish office at 387-6501.
The sign up dates are as followed:
February 24th, 25th
March 4th, 11th, 18th, 25th
The photography session dates are as followed:
March 13th-17th
March 20th-24th
March 26th-31st
The photographers will be there from 1:30-8:30 pm
on weekdays and 9:00 am - 4:00 pm during Saturdays.

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

Taste of Nations – “Tasty & Tremendous”
If there were two words that I
would use to describe last
Saturday’s 1st Annual “Taste of the
Nations”, it would be deliciously,
“Tasty” and truly, “Tremendous”.
What a fun evening! There was
genuine excitement for all those
that came down. There was a kind
of carnival/fair-like feeling about
the evening. We sold 130 tickets,
which was pretty fantastic for the
very first time. I heard lots of
“buzz” that people were already planning to come next year
and that they knew of more people that would want to be
venders, as well people that knew that are “foody’s” and
would love to sample the many different kinds of food.
(There is a good chance that if it grows we will have it in the
school gym next year!) An award and small prize was given
for the food that was voted “best” by those that are
present, which were good-old-American ribs. My personal
favorite was a Russian beet soup (very mild) that Jim and
Darlene Schorn had prepared that was absolutely delicious!!
Yum! There were lots of wonderful desserts. The other
American booth that had little hamburgers “sliders” said
they had served nearly 125 of these bite-size burgers alone.
I had been peeling potatoes until 12:30 am on Friday, some
20 pounds, and nearly all of my Dutch potato salad was
gone! It was a wonderful feeling that people enjoyed the
food and had as much as they would like to eat! Like I said at
Mass, if you did not come you might regret it! Of course,
there is always next year. Thank you to all of the volunteers
that worked so hard to make this event both profitable and
pleasant. While we do not know our actual net profit, our
gross intake was $2,759.00. All of this money went towards
our stewardship commitment to Loyola! Thank you for
coming!!!

Regarding Mass Intentions
We are in particular need for Mass
intentions for Father when he offers a
private Mass on his day off, as well as for
Masses to be said at the Nursing home/
Assisted Living residences. We have
sufficient Masses that are being offered in the church. If
you are willing to help in this area of spiritual stewardship,
it would be greatly appreciated. Thank you so much!

Birthright Raffle
It is again time for the Knights of Columbus to
co-sponsor its annual Benefit for Birthright Raffle.
Tickets are available at the parish office or by calling
David Mutch at 387-5406. The cost of a book of 6 tickets is
$6.00. There are 5 prizes ranging in value from $50.00-$250.00.

FEBRUARY 25, 2018

Penance Service
Individual Confessions
Lent is a time to “change our
hearts” and we do this sacramentally
through the Sacrament of Penance or
Reconciliation. It is getting more
challenging to find a time and priests
available to celebrate a Penance
Service. Therefore, beginning before
and after the Stations of the Cross on Fridays (as well as
on Saturday’s) I will be in the confessional to celebrate
this important sacrament of confession. I will also have
you note that there will be an opportunity to go to
confession at St. Joseph the Worker at 6:00 pm on
Wednesday, March 14th as well as Wednesday, March
21st. I am still hoping to schedule a time with additional
priests here at Holy Rosary if that is possible. I also will
be scheduling more individual times for confession as
we get closer to Holy Week. “Go in peace!”

Do you Provide Care for a Loved One?
Call now to sign-up for a “FREE POWERFUL TOOLS FOR
CAREGIVERS” workshop. Participants learn practical skills
proven to reduce stress, communicate more effectively,
improve self-care, make effective decisions and access
community resources for caregivers. The FREE workshop
will meet six Tuesdays, from 9:30 – 11:30 am beginning
March 13 – April 17 at Catholic Charities Mankato office
located at 201 N. Broad St, Suite 100.
For more information or to register, contact Mary at
Catholic Charities at 387-5587, or mcassem@ccsomn.org.
Class size is limited, so register by March 9th to hold your
place!

Little Dresses for Africa!
A few women from the parish put together
kits for volunteers around the community to
sew dresses for little girls in Africa and are
looking for material. If you have any material
that is 100% cotton fabric and is at least 1/4 of
a yard, or extra wide double fold bias tape you could put it
to great use! If anyone is interested in sewing the dress
kits, please call Marilyn Streit 344-1955 or Barb Wegsheid
at 345-1936.

St. John’s St. Patrick’s Ham Dinner
On Sunday, March 11th from 11:00 am
to 1:00 pm at St. John the Baptist Catholic
Church we will have our 126th St. Patrick’s
Ham Dinner. The menu for the dinner
includes: baked ham, mashed potatoes & gravy, baked
beans, potato salad, jello, and pies for dessert. Coffee and
milk will be available to drink. The cost is as followed;
adults: $10.00; K-6th $3.00; Preschool FREE; Family Max
$30.00. This event is Sponsored by St John’s CCW.

LENTEN

WOMEN’S RETREAT
SPONSORED BY HOLY ROSARY COUNCIL
OF CATHOLIC WOMEN
SATURDAY, MARCH 10, 2018 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
WITH REGISTRATION STARTING AT 8:30 AM
LUNCH WILL BE INCLUDED – RSVP BY MARCH 2ND TO
THE PARISH OFFICE: 387-6501
HOLY ROSARY CATHOLIC CHURCH – LOWER HALL
546 GRANT AVENUE, NORTH MANKATO, MN
Sister Therese Even, SSND will be our retreat facilitator. Her message will
prepare us to see Lent as a special time of grace; a call to conversion and
change. Sister Therese will help us to explore how the Word of God and
Prayer can make us more aware of God’s love and presence in our daily lives.
Lent is also a time to be reconciled with God and with others. Sister Therese
will lead us in reflecting on the importance of forgiveness and pray for healing
of the hurts we have. This retreat will ready us to experience Easter joy!
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: DOLORES PORTZ @ 507-388-3554

