“OUR LADY OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY, PRAY FOR US”
525 GRANT AVE., NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003 | 507.387.6501 | F: 507.387.7365
HOLY ROSARY PRESENTS...

Taste of the Nations
NEXT SATURDAY!
February 17th, 2018
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

DIFFERENT FOOD BOOTHS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE
Cash bar will be available
$25 AT THE DOOR

CALL 507-387-6501

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Jesus said to His disciples: “Take care not to
perform righteous deeds in order that people may see
them; otherwise you will have no recompense from
your heavenly Father.”
-St. Matthew

I recently received a greeting card
along with a holy card at the time of my
Mother’s passing from someone outside
of the parish. It was a colorful card with a
quote from St. Francis of Assisi that I had
never come across in all of my reading
about this holy saint. The quote from St.
Francis reads: “Lord, help me to live this
day, quietly, easily. To lean upon Thy great strength,
trustfully, restfully…” These words of St. Francis are really a
great spiritual recipe to live by during these weeks of Lent that
are almost upon us on this coming Wednesday, February 14th!
Even if you are not good at remembering dates, most of us
have memorized that the date of February 14th is Valentine’s
Day. Truthfully, I cannot remember Ash Wednesday ever falling
on the same day as Valentine’s Day. I thought that maybe it
had occurred in the recent decades and I simply had forgotten.
Yet, I discovered that the last time Valentine’s fell on Ash
Wednesday was the same year that World War II was
drawing to a close back in 1945! So, it is the first time in my
lifetime (and perhaps for most of you reading this column)
that this secular holiday and sacred feast share the same day
on the calendar.
Yet, even though Valentine’s Day is about giving candy,
flowers, and going out for a great dinner and Ash Wednesday
is about giving up candy, not having flowers in church, and
cutting back on great dinners; these days are not polar
opposites, but actually share a commonality beside their date.
For both of these feasts are rooted in love. For Valentine’s Day
involves showing sacrifice for the one that we love through
both words and actions. Ash Wednesday is also all about
showing our love for the “One” who created love, for recall
that St. John writes in his gospel that, “God is love”. Therefore,
we embrace the three-fold mission of Lent through prayer,
fasting and almsgiving in order that we might show our love
sacrificially to the Lord as well as those loved ones around us
that make up the Mystical Body that we call the Church!
The Gospel from St. Matthew that I quoted from this
year’s Ash Wednesday Mass has our Lord speaking about
“righteous deeds” (translated “holy actions”) where we will
receive no “recompense” (translated “reward”), unless they
are done quietly and in secret. Certainly prayer, fasting and
giving to others all share the commonality that they are all
“holy actions” that can be done secretly or privately. It is for
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this reason that we have included in the bulletin this week
an insert that expands the three general areas of Lenten
sacrifice to some very practical areas that both you, your
spouse, and your family can embrace. For the great pastoral
fear that many priests share is that Lent can simply be
another 40 days in our life, rather than a forever changing
spiritual moment of conversion.
Last Sunday our Confirmation students held their
required Diocesan Confirmation retreat. From the sounds of
things our Faith Formation Director, Cathy Neve reported
that it was a fruitful and spiritual day. Some of the students
“might” have come with less than great enthusiasm, but by
the close of the day, I was told that some spiritual lights
were coming on including that Confirmation does not mean
in Latin, “graduation”; but rather acknowledging through
the Holy Spirit that I want to be an adult, PRACTICING
Catholic for the rest of my life on earth. I shared with the
Confirmation students following our lunch together that
EVERYONE WHO IS SERIOUS ABOUT THEIR FAITH HAS TO GO
THROUGH A PROFOUND MOMENT OF CONVERSION IN
THEIR LIVES. For some people that moment of conversion
might be a job loss, or the death of a loved one, a marital
divorce, some serious illness, or some other major moment
where the Cross of Christ looms before us to be carried and
to be nailed upon. But when we hit that crossroad in life and
can choose either between the road of despair or the Divine
Lord, and we choose the Lord, it is a great spiritual moment
of conversion.
Lent will mean something different for everyone that
undergoes this world-wide retreat. For some of us, we
approach Lent as a “hopeless time”, where there is no joy,
there is nothing to look forward to except to be sacrificial by
praying more, eating less and giving more of our things
away. Yet, someone who is really embracing the Lenten
season is one who is, “FILLED WITH HOPE”! Pope Francis
says it best when he recently wrote: “Feeling hopeful does
not mean to be optimistically naïve and ignore the tragedy
humanity is facing. Hope is the virtue of the heart that
doesn’t lock itself into darkness, that doesn’t dwell on the
past, but is able to see tomorrow…”
I have changed my tune when it comes to the Lenten
season. I use to dread the coming of the Lenten season,
but now I delight in its coming and these days to deepen
my relationship with the Divine Lord. In addition to the
regular regimen of praying, fasting and giving, I also plan
to do some things that will better me as a person,
including stepping away from the parish for a week of
rest, prayer and reflection during the Lenten season that I
have rarely done since my ordination. I plan to spend
some time in another parish, but for at least a few days,
not having any responsibility as pastor, but saying Mass as
the major work of my day.
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“the quill and the cloth” continued...

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$8,962.00
Electronic Giving
$1,430.99
Youth Giving
$64.81
Loose Plate
$306.00
Weekly Offering Total

$10,763.80

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

Feb. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”
Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$0.00
$9,295.68
*$20,059.48

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Stewardship Of Gratitude
Again this week we had a strong week of
stewardship as we begin the month of February. Our
“Additional Weekly Income” includes nearly $2,500.00
of rental income. We are most thankful to all of our
renters that are using our former Catholic school facility.
We also took in more than $3,500.00 for our Fuel Fund.
This is a huge step forward in stewardship. By the time
that you read this bulletin, your contribution statements
should be in your hands as well as a letter updating you
to our financial status at Holy Rosary. (*If you are in
need already in late January or early February for your
statement to meet with your tax advisor, you are
welcome to stop and pick up the statement or call and
we would be happy to mail out your letter first class as
opposed to the bulk mailing. My pastoral apologies for
any inconvenience our early February mailing may have
caused anyone in the parish.) It was wonderful to report
in the recent mailing that our Sunday offerings have
increased from last year at this time by 16% and our
overall contributions have increased to the parish by
3.6%. Thank you so much for your relentless generosity
to Holy Rosary parish. Thank you for your gifts!!!

Someone was recently telling me that everyone has at
least one or more addictions. My addiction to work and
cleanliness (among other areas) are not requiring
treatment yet (ha!), but when they become our idols, it is
not spiritually healthy. Take some time to begin to think
how you can make the Lent of 2018 memorable, life
changing, and most of all, converting your soul to believe
more deeply in Jesus Christ and His promise to us of
everlasting life! Happy Lent! (early)

Rev. Paul van de Crommert,
Pastor

“Ash Wednesday” – THIS WEEK!
I cannot remember in my life
when Valentine’s Day fell on the
same day as Ash Wednesday. Yet,
both events are celebrating “LOVE”
in our life. Valentine’s Day is
celebrating the greatest of all “human” love in our life, and
Ash Wednesday is celebrating the inventor of all love and
that “holy” love of the Almighty One, Jesus Christ!
As in the past, we will be celebrating our love for the
Lord through Ash Wednesday with 3 Masses on the day at
8:30 am, 4:30 pm and 7:30 pm. Both our grade school and
high school students will be attending Mass as part of their
religious education classes. Each year we have a good
attendance as we give praise to our God and are marked
with the holy ashes as a sign of our desire to increase our
love to our Blessed Lord in a more intense way through a
renewed commitment to pray, fast and give!
Attached to this bulletin is an envelope for Ash
Wednesday as Lent is a spiritually radical call out of
ourselves and our own wishes and desire and more into
sacrifice and giving to God and to those around us that are
in need. We have also included in this week’s bulletin an
insert that is entitled “My 2018 Lenten Resolutions”. We
have done this personal devotion over the past years and it
has been a great success. You are asked to fill out this sheet
(but no names please as it is between you and Lord) or there
will be sheets available on Ash Wednesday with writing
instruments to fill these papers out. For if we take great
seriousness and solemnity the call to pray, fast, and give
more, Holy Week will be 3 great days that we will not feel
“obligated” to attend but will be days that we will be “overjoyed” to celebrate, for we have drawn closer to God over
these next 40 days through our spiritual efforts.

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org

Page 3

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FEBRUARY 11, 2018

The Week Ahead

Monday, February 12: Weekday

8:30 am - No Morning Mass
10:00 am - 11:00 am - Visitation before Mass
11:00 am - Funeral Mass – Harriet Smishek †

Tuesday, February 13: Weekday
No Morning Mass due to Father’s Schedule

Wednesday, February 14: Ash Wednesday
(Day of Fasting & Abstaining from Meat)
8:05 am – Rosary
*8:30 am – Mass - People of the Parish
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
4:15 pm – Grades 1-6 Rel. Ed. Meet (attend Mass)
*4:30 pm – Mass - LuVern Giefer†
7:00 pm – Grades 7-11 Rel. Ed. Meet (attend Mass)
*7:30 pm – Mass - William & Bertha van de Crommert†

Thursday, February 15: Thursday after Ash Wednesday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Living & Deceased Members of the Peter
and Jelaine Schreiner Family
4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Meeting (Fr. Paul attends)

Friday, February 16: Friday after Ash Wednesday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Chris Schorn†
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
*5:30 pm– Stations of the Cross

Saturday, February 17: Saturday after Ash Wednesday
(The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order)
4:30 pm– Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Dale Sieberg†
*6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Taste of the Nations (Church Basement)

Sunday, February 18: First Sunday of Lent
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - Sebastian, Gloria & Joseph Lena†,
Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†, and Imparajah†
(Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass)

Take your Sweetheart to Breakfast
Join us for a Sweetheart Breakfast and
Bake Sale on February 11 at Cathedral
Parish, 605 N. State St., New Ulm from 9:00
am - 11:30 am. The cost of tickets are $5.00
for adults and $3.00 for children 10 and
under. The menu includes; egg bakes, sausage, quick
breads, coffee, juice and fruit. Proceeds benefit the
Heartland Girls Ranch.

WEDNESDAY
Ministry Schedule - February 14th
Lectors:
8:30 am
4:30 pm
7:30 pm

Ash Distributors:
8:30 am
4:30 pm
7:30 pm
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Darlene Schorn & Rick Gruber
Karen Winters & Cathy Neve
Mary Homan & Mary Clare Wyrowski

Eucharistic Ministers:
8:30 am
4:30 pm
7:30 pm

Darlene Schorn & Rick Gruber
Maxine Davis & Cathy Neve
Mary Clare & Julie Schoettler

Altar Servers:
8:30 am
4:30 pm
7:30 pm

Jim Theuninck
Timothy Cain, Anna Voracek,
James Voracek (C/B/B)
Rayne & Riley Gruenes, &
Jazzlynn Flynn (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
8:30 am
4:30 pm
7:30 pm

Margaret Ayers
Dan Wingert Family
Religious Education Students

Ushers:
8:30 am
4:30 pm
Stevens,
7:30 pm

Mary & Gary Zellmer, Bill Fasnacht,
Arlyce Anderson (Head Usher)
Steve Enderle, Gerry Hiniker, Paul
Mark Weingartz (Head Usher)
Doug Helget, Frank & Tony Weber,
Doug Homan (Head Usher)

Music Ministry:
8:30 am
4:30 pm
7:30 pm

Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Kathy Jo Johns/Vicki Galli
Benjamin Paul/Janelle Campeau

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“A man should look for what is, and not for what
he thinks should be.”
-Albert Einstein

Fair Trades Goods
CCW is supporting Fair Trade - Coffee, Tea and
Chocolate is available for sale in the parish office!

Jim Schorn
JoAnn Borchert
Ashley Paul

SINCERE SYMPATHY
To the family of Harriet Smishek† -May she rest in peace.
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February 17th - 18th, 2018

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Cindy Gawrych
Nancy Holden
Jim Schorn

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Rebecca Gruenes & Mary Beth Nygaard
Sharon Lenz & Terri Compton
Darlene Schorn & Dennis Haga

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Rayna & Riley Gruenes &
Katie Rooney (C/B/B)
Lauren Cahalan, Braeden &
Emma Otto (C/B/B)
Abi Lang, Hailey Barker, &
Hannah Linnes (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Grace Dehen
Nolan Michels
Alyssa Enevold

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Steve Enderle, Tom Rheaume, Karen
Winters, & Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Craig Amundson, Tony & Frank Weber &
Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Brent Friedrichs, Steve Kaisar, Isaac &
Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Vince Guertin
Arylce Anderson
Ryan Howe
Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
Faith Kodet/Jeanne Makela
8:00 am
Kathy Jo Johns/Vicki Galli
10:00 am Lori Christiansen/ Vicki Galli

Lent begins this Wednesday with the
celebration of Ash Wednesday on February 14.
Three Masses will be offered at Holy Rosary at
8:30 am, 4:30 pm, and 7:30 pm. St. Augustine
once wrote: “Do you wish to fly towards God?
Give it two wings: FASTING and ALMSGIVING.”
The Lenten rules for the Universal Church for 2018 are as
follows: Abstinence from meat to be observed by all Roman
Catholics 14 years or older on Ash Wednesday and on all Fridays
during the Lenten season.
Fasting is also to be observed on Ash Wednesday by all
Roman Catholics who are 18 years of age, but not yet 60. Those
who are bound by this may take one full meal. Two smaller
meals are permitted if necessary to maintain strength according
to one’s needs, but eating solid foods between meals is not
permitted.
The special Paschal fast and abstinence are prescribed for
Good Friday and encouraged for Holy Saturday.
By the three-fold discipline of fasting, almsgiving and
prayer, the Church keeps Lent from Ash Wednesday until the
evening of Holy Thursday. All of the faithful should undertake
seriously these spiritual practices of PRAYER, FASTING AND
ALMSGIVING in preparation of the great Triduum celebration of
Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil. Failure to
embrace the three-fold spirit of the Lenten season is still
considered a confessable matter in today’s Church. However,
those who have a medical condition in which fasting may be
detrimental to their health, or for the purpose of taking certain
medications requiring the consumption of food, are not
obligated to keep the Lenten fast. These individuals, however,
are then encouraged to take on some other form of penance
such as abstaining from certain entertainment as well as other
acts of penance or charity. Young children under the age of 14
are not bound by the laws of fasting and abstinence, however,
they are to be educated in the authentic sense of penance and
encouraged to perform acts of penance suitable to their age.

2017-2018 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
Total Received To Date: $13,845.71

Money Counters - February 2018: Arlyce Anderson,
Bill Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson

Bulletin Folders - February 2018: Mary Bliss, Barb
Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Feb. 22: General Meeting

Ash Wednesday - 40 Days of Lent

Thank you for looking after the needs of the
poor and those who are financially challenged.

Birthright Raffle
It is again time for the Knights of Columbus to
co-sponsor its annual Benefit for Birthright Raffle.
Tickets are available at the parish office or by calling
David Mutch at 387-5406. The cost of a book of 6 tickets is
$6.00. There are 5 prizes ranging in value from $50.00-$250.00.
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Stewardship Corner

Please Continue Praying for our Confirmation Students!
Our confirmation students had a day well spent in
retreat this past Sunday. I believe by the end of the
retreat, each of them was touched by the Holy Spirit in
some way. I have placed slips of paper with the names of
our Confirmation Candidates at each of the
entrances. Please take one of them and pray for that
individual as they continue their journey towards
Confirmation on March 3.
Needed: Fifth Grade Catechist and Nursery Volunteers
Is God calling you to help out with our
Religious Education Program? We are in need
of another 5th grade catechist and several
volunteers for the nursery. Please contact Cathy for more
information.
Ash Wednesday Class Information *Note the time
change for Elementary*
February 14 is Ash Wednesday. Elementary students
should come at 4:15 pm to meet their teachers and then
attend the 4:30 pm Mass. The jr/sr high students will
attend class at 7:00 pm and then attend Mass at 7:30 pm.
Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners
Please join us for our Wednesday night
Simple Meals! They are open to all
parishioners! It is great to see families come
before Religious Ed classes start! OUR TIME
HAS CHANGED! We are now serving from 4:45-6:15 pm.
NO COMMUNITY MEAL on February 14 due to Ash
Wednesday.
Upcoming Dates
 February 21 - Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 7:10 pm; Community Meal—4:45 - 6:15 pm - School
Cafeteria - On the Menu: Lasagna; Youth Group 6:45 pm
- 8:00 pm
 February 28 - Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6 pm
to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 4:45 pm - 6:15 pm - (Meal:
Scalloped Potatoes & Ham)

Youth Group News
No meal or youth program February 14, due to
Ash Wednesday. On February 21 we will be having
a Lightning tournament from 6:30 pm -7:45 pm in
the gym. We will have snacks and prizes, come join the fun!

Wind Ensemble Concert
The Minnesota River Valley Wind Ensemble will
be playing Sunday, February 11 at 3:00 pm in the
Loyola Gym. The concert is free so come enjoy the
wonderful show!
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$34,741.06
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$19,450.00
Goal:
$19,450.00
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

$165,767.00
$205,014.00
$219,958.06
$304,185.00

This week we again contributed $7,000.00 towards our
Catholic School commitment as the parish of Holy Rosary.
Presently, we are ahead in our contributions to Loyola from
last year by $51,765.00. Overall, when combing our Diocesan
and Catholic School commitment together, we are now ahead
by $13,000.00 from a year ago. Steady but sure wins the
stewardship race. Thank you for your gifts!

Fuel Fund
This week we took a great leap forward in
terms of stewardship as we received a total of
$3,522.00 towards our Fuel Fund goal. Last year
the parish of Holy Rosary spent more than
$17,500.00 to heat our entire parish facility and last year was a
colder winter. This year we have returned to a much more
realistic Minnesota winter which we have developed a
reputation around the country and the world. Therefore, I hope
that we can set a modest goal of $8,000.00 to cover less than
half of what we need to spend to heat our facility. So far this
heating season, we have collected $4,097.00 or 51%. This is a
good amount, but we still have a ways to go to reach our Fuel
Fund goal. When contributing to this fund you may make use of
the envelope that was recently attached to the parish bulletin,
take your own envelope and write “Fuel Fund” on the outside
or simply write “Fuel Fund” in the memo of your check. Thank
you for your support in this very practical area of stewardship.

Material Needed: Dresses for Africa!
The sewing club is in need of any extra
material that you have laying around the house!
Your material will go towards putting kits together
for the sewing club to create beautiful dresses for
young girls in need of clothing in Africa. If you
have any material you can drop it off at the Parish office.
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Rosie Grabianowski, Don
Dehning, Judith Neitge, Leonard Mettler, Joanne Vavrosky, Cyril
Windschitl, Roger Keltgen, Dean & Julie Mettler, Liam Rooney,
Juliette Shamp

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Ryan & Elizabeth Ehler
Thomas & Christine Fallenstein
David & Cathy Neve
Kent & Maria McBreen
Leroy & Debbie Gappa
David & Lisa Wolf
Bill & Carol Merritt

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Vocations to the Priesthood

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Jas 1:1-11/Mk 8:11-13
Jas 1:12-18/Mk 8:14-21
Jl 2:12-18/2 Cor 5:20—6:2/Mt 6:1-6, 16-18
Dt 30:15-20/Lk 9:22-25
Is 58:1-9a/Mt 9:14-15
Is 58:9b-14/Lk 5:27-32
Gn 9:8-15/1 Pt 3:18-22/Mk 1:12-15

Learn
about
Loyola
Catholic
School...visit
www.loyolacatholicschool.org
K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019
enrollment is coming soon! Schedule family tours and
shadow days at your convenience. Contact Angela Casteel:
388-0615, acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
Save the Date … ALL ARE WELCOME!
 Ash Wednesday Mass, February 14, 9:50 am, School
chapel
 Come see us at the Baby Expo, February 17, at Mankato
Civic Center
 Enrollment Night for 2018-2019, PS-grade 12, February
22, 6:00 pm
 Kindergarten Round Up, March 19, 6:00 pm
Did you know? Last week while Loyola seniors were on
retreat, juniors participated in a valuable experience: ACT
prep with one of the most respected ACT tutors in the area.
Stacy Olson presented tips in various subjects, a full practice
exam, and a review based on the practice exam results.
Congratulations!
 Middle School Robotics Teams competed at the
Minnesota State VEX IQ Tournament last
weekend. Loyola “A” Team earned 3rd place in State
and Robotic Skills Champion and Loyola “C” Team took
4th place; Loyola “Z” Team took 8th place.
 One Act Play cast/crew completed their season by
placing 2nd in subsections and 5th in sections.
 Loyola musicians, Sal Aloisio, Duram Kelly and Ben
Morales, participated in the South Central Band
Directors Association Honor Band this weekend.
 Three Loyola teams participated in the Blue Earth
County Knowledge Bowl Meet: the Royal Blue team
placed 2nd, the Beige team placed 6th and the
Burgundy team placed 8th.
Did you know? We continue to welcome families who
are new to the area or are seeking a change. Come and
discover Loyola’s unique school culture and academic and
co-curricular offerings.
Your parish support makes all we do, learn, and
celebrate at Loyola possible, as we guide students to their
full potential, walk with them in faith, and equip them to
lead and serve.

Stepping up in Faith
Rec’d this Week:
Rec’d. to Date:
Estimated Need:

$510.00
$18,210.20
$50,000.00
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Social Concerns Committee Meeting
Minutes
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
January17th, 2018
The Holy Rosary Education Committee was called to order
at 4:00 pm. The meeting was opened with a prayer.
Connections Ministry is going well. Mary Beth Nygaard
and Nancy Holden are the leads on this project. There are six
parishes that help with this ministry. Holy Rosary is the only
Catholic Church from the area involved. There are normally 25
people who stay over night. The people are provided with
snacks and a bed to sleep on. The people report to the church
by 7:30 pm and are housed until 7:30 am. There are strict
guidelines and protocols that everyone must follow in the
ministry. Training is provided for the leaders that help. This will
go until sometime in April. This project is to last two years until
affordable housing should be available. We are partnered with
Family Covenant Church.
WHO (We Help Others) has filled some requests for doing
small projects in homes where it has been requested by
people in the Holy Rosary parish. Darlene Schorn coordinates
this project while Jim Schorn does many of the projects.
Prayer Chain is functioning well. It has been helpful to
send out as many messages as possible by email.
Options for Women have moved their office to the
former Brett Building. There was an open House at the new
facility this past fall with another open house set for January
28, 2018. Holy Rosary is taking a collection for this project.
Ministry to the Sick and Homebound - Lorraine Klaesus
reported that 4 families were chosen to be gifted at Christmas
time. In regards to the list of those receiving Communion, the
list changes often as people move around. There are a couple
of people who desire training to administer Communion for
this ministry. JoAnn has stated that she will take care of that.
Do You Know is a new feature for the bulletin posted by
Social Concerns (SCC) that names facts of interest for
parishioners in the realm of social concerns.
Forty Day’s for Life went well this past fall with a number
of people from our parish involved.
Advent Tree - Parishioners were invited to bring socks,,
hats, scarves, or mittens to place on the tree which were given
to Connections Ministry. This was a successful venture.
Ministry Fair has been tabled for the time being.
Lenten Small Faith Sharing Groups - Father Paul has
arranged for 500 copies of “Getting More Out of Mass” by Fr.
John Muir to be used in the parish during Lent. The Small Faith
Sharing groups will use this book as well as the plan that was
used in 2017 to get more in depth during Lent. Mary Beth and
JoAnn are planning this.
Calling Ministry - This project is in the beginning stages.
Out Reach – Activity of Church in the world is in the
planning stages.
The next scheduled Social Concerns Meeting has not been
determined yet.
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Welcome to Holy Rosary!
We welcome this week two new
households to Holy Rosary parish. We first wish
to welcome Joan Easton from St. Peter,
Minnesota. Joan is employed as an educator
and whose roots and place of origin is New York City!
Welcome to our parish family!
We also welcome Paul and Jamie Schaffer of North
Mankato, along with their children; Allen (grade 12) and
Sarah (grade 10). Paul is employed at ADM and Jamie is
both a homemaker and working in temporary
employment. We also extend to you a hearty welcome to
our growing Holy Rosary parish family!
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy
Rosary
parish?
Just
go
to
www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membershipregistration and download the registration forms to fill
out. You can also simply send us your contact information
via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a hard copy of
those forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish
family!

1st Annual: Taste of the Nations
Our 1st Annual “Taste of the Nations” will
be held next Saturday following the evening
Saturday night Mass in our lower hall. We
have 15 nations being represented from around the world
including American dishes for those of you that are not that
adventurous! I am pleased that we are approaching our 100
tickets being sold and we know that there will be a good
number of people coming through the door and buying
their tickets on the day. It has been decided that all of our
proceeds will go towards our stewardship commitment to
Loyola Catholic School and so we hope that we will also
have the support of all those adults whose students are
attending our area Catholic School. We have the makings
for a very fun evening with food and drinks from around the
world! Call the parish office this week to buy your tickets or
make sure to come next Saturday night! Oh yes, don’t eat
much on Saturday during the day. You will want to save
room for the great variety of food that is being served.
Bring your sweetheart to a belated Valentine evening out!

Pedal Past Poverty
Partners for Affordable Housing will
be having their 6th annual “Pedal Past
Poverty”, a family-friendly, stationary bike
race, on Saturday, Feb. 24, from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm in the
Blue Gym at the YMCA. Holy Rosary would like to have a
team of 10 bikers again this year. Each biker pedals for 20
minutes and is asked to raise $100.00 so the team of 10 can
raise a total of $1,000.00. If you would be like to be on Holy
Rosary’s team this year, call Arlyce Anderson at 317-0617.
All funds raised support Mankato’s two homeless shelters,
the Theresa House and the Welcome Inn.

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Council of Catholic Women News
Save the Date: Please join us for a
Lenten Day of Reflection on Saturday, March
10th, at Holy Rosary Church Basement.
Registration will begin at 8:30 am. At 9:00 am, Sister Therese
Even of the SSND will lead us in reflecting on how we can be
more aware of God’s love and presence in our daily lives. We
will learn how the Word of God and how prayer helps us to
reach that goal and how to use steps to live life more fully.
We will enjoy a light lunch and then another reflection on the
importance of forgiveness and healing. We will end around
2:00 pm with a time for sharing how this day will help us to be
ready to experience Easter joy.
We will need to have the total number of those
attending, so please call our parish office, 387-6501, by March
5th to reserve a spot. If you need transportation, please leave
that message at the office too. This event is sponsored by the
Holy Rosary Council of Catholic Women.

Employment Opportunity
Administrative Assistant at Nativity &
Immaculate Conception of Marysburg
Interested candidates are invited to submit a résumé
and cover letter, which should include 3 references and an
indication of preference for part-time or full-time
employment or both, to the Parish Office, 27528 Patrick
Street, Madison Lake, Minnesota 56063 in care of the
pastor, Fr. Christopher Shofner. Deadline is February 16.
For more details, please contact Fr. Shofner at 243-3166 or
fr.chris@hotmail.com

Regarding Mass Intentions
We are in particular need for Mass
intentions for Father when he offers a private
Mass on his day off, as well as for Masses to be
said at the Nursing home/Assisted Living
residences. We have sufficient Masses that are being
offered in the church. If you are willing to help in this area
of spiritual stewardship, it would be greatly appreciated.
Thank you so much!

10 Great Ways to Share Your Faith
The New Evangelization, Missionary Disciples, The Great
Commission, what do these phrases truly mean? This means
being able to share the Good News of Jesus Christ and His
Church with those in our lives and our communities.
We have been put here in this time for a special reason
and part of that reason is to share the gift of faith with others.
Come and learn 10 practical ways that you can begin to live
out your part of God’s amazing plan for your life and His
people. Join us on February 21 , from 6:30 - 8:00 pm at the
Center-Gym at St. John’s Church. Any questions, contact Kelly
Huber at khuber@stjohnsmankato.net
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Upcoming
Opportunities
Lenten Adult Study Group
“Getting More out of Mass”
The Lenten Adult Study Groups will begin gathering in
preparation for celebrating the Pascal Mystery and living the
mystery in the world. Lent this year is February 14 to March 31.
The groups will meet in the church basement on Tuesday
evenings. They will center their input and discussions on the
booklet, “Getting More Out of the Mass,” by Fr. John Muir. The
schedule of the topics are as followed:
February 20- Introduction: Heavenly Treasure
February 27- Encountering God in the Mass
March 6- How to Enter God’s House
March 13- A Loving conversation
March 20- How to Give Yourself to God
March 27- Finding Your Purpose
Each session will start with a simple soup supper at 5:30
pm in the church basement. Supper will be followed by large
group prayer, small group study, and sharing of scripture &
prayer.
Mark your calendars to enjoy fellowship and be involved
with a faith-filled group of people to ponder the word of God.
Sign up to participate by calling Mary Beth Nygaard at
625-1450 or JoAnn Borchert at 388-8813.

Reflecting on the Paschal Mystery
Come apart for a while; enter into our Lenten Journey
and be nourished for this time. The day will include some
input, reflection time and sharing guided by the presenters
being: Sisters Mary Kay Gosch and Mary Jo Welter. Join us
on Saturday, February 17, 2018 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at
the Sacred Space Ministry at 170 Good Counsel Drive. The
cost for this event is $40.00 which includes lunch. Please
register by February 13. You may call 389-4266 or email
mjwelter@ssndcp.org to register.

Black & Indian Missions Collection
The Mandatory Diocesan collection for Black and
Indian Collection is next weekend, February 17 and 18.
There is an envelope in your packets in which you can
give your donation. Thank you always for your
generosity.

My 2018 Lent Resolutions
(Please make a check mark by the resolutions you wish to make and return on Ash Wednesday)
______*I resolve to attend Mass each weekend as prescribed by the Church’s teachings and the Third
Commandment of God.
______*I will attend the morning Masses that are scheduled during the week.
______I will attend the scheduled Stations of the Cross during Lent.
______I resolve to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent.
______I will give alms by contributing to the Operation Rice Bowl for the poor and our annual Fuel Fund.
______I will refrain from eating in between meals and fasting from sweets, pop and unnecessary food.

______I will watch television programs and movies that are non-violent and do not contain sexual impurity.
______I will pray the Rosary (all/part of it) alone/with family during Lent.
______I will read from Holy Scripture each day of Lent.
______I will attend the 2 Sessions on Prayer that is being offered in our parish.
______I will refrain from watching endless hours of television or being on the computer.
______*I resolve that, when I attend Mass, I will always sign myself with holy water and genuflect (or bow)
before the Blessed Sacrament when I come to Mass and when I leave Mass.
______I resolve that I will arrive on time and come at least ten minutes before the start of Mass to spend time in
prayer and review the readings for the day.
______I resolve to pray out loud at Mass and hold the song book even if I am not able to sing well.
______I resolve to be attentive at Mass and particularly during the time of the readings, the proclamation of the
Gospel, homily, and most especially at the consecration of the Mass.
______I resolve to give at every Mass a small monetary offering as the offertory is a liturgical action that we
participate in at every Eucharist was we offer a little of ourselves as Christ offered Himself on the cross.
______*I resolve to receive the Holy Eucharist unhurried and with reverence and, when I receive Holy
Communion, to say, out loud, “Amen.”
______I resolve to join our parish choir that gathers at 6:00 pm on Wednesday to assist the choir for Holy
Week. (Please contact the Parish Office for further details. 507-387-6501).

______*I resolve to attend all three days of the Sacred Triduum where I find myself on Holy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Easter Vigil.
The practices listed above are in addition to my faithful weekly attendance at Sunday Mass,
my observance of the Church’s law which requires me to fast and abstain on Ash Wednesday
and Good Friday, and to abstain from eating meat on all Fridays of Lent.
With God’s help, I will try to be faithful in these practices. I am offering these penances for
the following intention: _______________________________________________________
*Strongly encouraged for Lent 2018

