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Jesus said to them, “Come after me,
and I will make you fishers of men. “
-St. Mark

When it comes to the vocational
sacraments of Holy Matrimony and Holy
Orders, I have often heard both priests in
parishes and people that are married for a number of years say:
“When I got married, I was so young. I had no idea what I was
getting into.” or ,“If I knew all that the priesthood would require
of me, I don’t think I would have been in such a hurry to get
ordained as soon as I did.” The truth is, “experience is the best
teacher”.
I don’t believe that those previous comments are critical of
the sacraments or even disillusionment over the decision they
made with devotion, sacramentally. No, those statements are
simply “realistic reflections”, of living out their religious
commitments in this world. For how wonderful is our God that
we do not know what lies in store in our future. No doubt, there
are many good and holy things that await us as we grow older. Of
course, there are also many sorrows that we must face as well.
The most sorrowful thing that I have heard said when it
comes to the sacramental vocation of priesthood or religious life
is that statement: “If I had to do it all over again, I would never
have gotten married.” or, “If I had to do it all over again, knowing
what I know, I would not have been a priest.” Sad to say, I have
heard many people I know that I have grown close to that have
told me “quietly” that they would not have married their spouse,
pursued the priesthood or entered religious life. I feel genuine
sympathy and sorrow for them, for I cannot imagine living a life
of regret.
On February 3rd, my parents would have celebrated 65 years
of marriage. They had their struggles in sickness and health,
better and worse, richer and poorer; yet I never once heard from
either one of them or did they give any indication that they
regretted marrying one another or entering into the Sacrament
of Marriage. However, I do remember many years ago sitting at
the dinner table at noon, with eight family members strong. My
Mother had a tough morning of laundry, making dinner, etc.
When we sat at the table, she said in desperation: “I should have
been a nun like my sister. I would have had a much easier life
than what I am living right now.” My little sister who perhaps
was no more than 5 or 6 years of age at the time, took in my
Mothers lamentations and said: “Mama, if you had become like
Tante Anna, you would never have had us.” My Mother was
humbled by this little girl’s holy innocence. For the truth was, my
Mother loved the fruits of marriage, namely her six children.
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Some of my priest friends have sadly said that they were
perhaps too young or too uninformed to know what they were
doing when they decided to pursue the priesthood. Many have
expressed some serious regret, even though they are men I
admire and are living out their priesthood in a holy and virtuous
way. Personally, I have wanted to be a priest since I was in second
grade. Yet, my vision of what I perceived the priesthood to be
and what it actually is, was radically different. Ever since I was
ordained, to this present day, it is a very different priesthood
both in work load and how you are perceived than was the case
a quarter-of-a-century or more ago. Yet, if I had to do it all over
again, in spite of all of the priesthood’s challenges and struggles, I
would do it all over again. I will admit, I would do some things
differently. I suspect that I would have spoken up more when I
saw various injustices being served to others or myself. I equally
would not have stressed out over the small stuff or the negative,
stray comments that certain souls like to make in every
assignment.
I mention the modern-day vocations of Holy Matrimony and
Holy Orders, because in today’s Gospel from St. Mark, our
Blessed Lord calls forth his first followers into service to be His
first priests and apostles. I often have said in the past that calling
these common fishermen to be the first priests was miraculous.
There was no background checks. There was no applications or
recommendations required. There were no Degrees in Divinity
that had to be inscribed on a diploma. No, all that Jesus said was
“Come after me and I will make you fishers of men”, and they
came and followed Him. It was a miraculous response of faith!
Now, I suspect that the 12 had some serious doubts if they
had done the right thing when they were walking to Jerusalem
and Jesus spoke of His suffering and death on the cross. For at
the time of the crucifixion, nearly all of His followers fled, and
they must have thought to themselves: “What was I thinking to
follow this man who claimed to be the Savior of the world?” But
when our Blessed Lord rose from the dead, and they saw the
empty tomb and the resurrected Lord, they then knew that any
suffering was worth being a follower of the Savior.
May we never regret our holy vocation that God has called
us to live out. Equally, may we never regret our Baptism that
wedded us to Christ’s holy bride, the Church, in which we have
been called to be priestly, prophetic and to share in His holy
kingship. May our lack of regrets in our religious practices and
beliefs, lead us one day to the joy of the resurrection and
everlasting life.
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Taste of the Nations

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$6,693.00
Electronic Giving
$3,554.62
Youth Giving
$51.00
Loose Plate
$281.19
Weekly Offering Total

$10,579.81

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

Jan. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”
Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$0.00
$3,688.00
*$14,267.81

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Stewardship Of Gratitude
We are grateful as a parish family for making our
weekly budget once again as well as our overall
budgeted goal. Part of the “Additional Weekly Income”
included a check from the Diocese of New Ulm from the
first payout from the Diocesan Ministries Appeal in the
amount of $3,147.00. This is a 20% return of what you,
the faithful of Holy Rosary, contributed to this Diocesan
Appeal. As was determined both this year and last year,
our returns will be applied to our stewardship
commitment for Loyola. So, again this week, we will see
a noticeable reduction. (*Recall last week we
contributed $50,000.00 for the benefit of Catholic
education.) Our stewardship has been very good in this
Fiscal Year of 2017-2018. Thank you for your gifts.

Baptism
Our prayers and best wishes go out to
Matthew Schulz and Gretchen Heelan on the
occasion of the Baptism of their baby, William
James Schulz, who will be baptized following
this Sunday’s 10:00 am Mass. May William’s
Baptism be the beginning of a life-long relationship with
Christ & His bride, the Church! God bless you on this most
joyful occasion!

For several years Holy
Rosary has celebrated a midwinter fundraiser called the
“Wine and Food Pairing”. It was
held at the Loose Moose and
for those of you that attended,
it was a good evening of food,
fellowship, fun and fundraising.
However, we felt that this event
has “spent itself”. Therefore the
staff and volunteers have
decided to take on a new
fundraiser, that will cost less per
person (about half) and the event will be held on our own
parish grounds. As stated last weekend at Mass and noted in
the flyer in the weekly bulletin, our new event is called,
“Taste of the Nations”. Tickets are on sale now if you wish to
stop at the parish office for just $20.00 a piece or you may
purchase them after Mass in the church’s front entrance. We
will be able to sample dishes from around the world, even
the Netherlands! (Yes, I am in charge of that booth! I am
fearful that will be the most popular!) There are flyers in the
entrances that have more information. If you are “foody”,
this event is for you!

2017-2018 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
RECEIVED: $13,152.71
“When I was hungry you gave me to eat. When I was
thirsty you gave me to drink.”

Flu and Faith
Our flu season is well underway.
Last weekend we suspended distribution
of the chalice and the Precious Blood
due to the height of the flu and cold
season. This week we held our Worship
Committee meeting and agreed to
suspend the distribution of the chalice
throughout the Lenten season. We plan to return to Holy
Communion under both forms beginning on Holy Thursday
and continuing through the Easter season and into the
summer of Ordinary Time.
Secondly, when it comes to the “Sign of Peace”, you are
welcome to just turn to your neighbor and to speak the words
of peace without shaking their hand if you wish. As you leave
Mass, do not feel compelled to shake my hand as the priest,
but your greeting and glance in my direction is still most
welcome! For those of you that are suffering from a cold or flu,
get well!!!
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The Week Ahead

Sunday, January 21: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am - Rosary
8:00 am - Mass - Don Haley †
9:30 am - Rosary
10:00 am - Mass - William & Bertha van de Crommert †
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm – First Reconciliation (Rel. Ed. 2nd graders)
*Refreshments served afterward

Monday, January 22: Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn Children
8:05 am - Rosary
8:30 am - Mass– John David Veroeven †
7:00 pm - Finance Council Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)

Tuesday, January 23: Weekday
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, January 24: Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church
10:40 am – Mass at Loyola (Fr. Paul) - Monica Haack †
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm – Social Concerns Committee Meeting
(Conf. Rm. 1)

5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School)
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal
- Menu: Chicken Nuggets & Fries (School Cafeteria)
6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, January 25: The Conversion of Saint Paul the
Apostle
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Karen Gagnier Randall †
7:00 pm - 8:00 - Knights of Columbus General Meeting

Friday, January 26: Saints Timothy and Titus, Bishops
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows (Fr. Paul) - Jim and
Dolores Wingert †

Saturday, January 27: Weekday
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - People of the Parish

Sunday, January 28: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - Wally Molitor†
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - John Drummer †
(Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass)

Stepping up in Faith
Needed: (estimated)
Rec’d. to Date:

$50,000.00*
$17,550.20

*Note that this is an estimated amount and the
needed monies for this project could potentially be
changed in the future.
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March for Life
If you are planning on traveling to
the MCCL March for Life from the
Mankato area on January 22nd, feel
free to contact Tom Hoehn at 507381-2544 if you would like to reserve a spot on the Blue
Earth County MCCL Charter bus. The bus will be leaving
from Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Mankato (on
Mulberry Street) at 8:15 am to arrive for an ecumenical
prayer service at 10:30 am at the Cathedral in St. Paul.
From there we will walk together to the Capitol for the rally
beginning at noon and then returning immediately after
the program to be back in Mankato around 3:00 pm. It is
recommended you bring a bagged lunch. Blue Earth
County MCCL will provide cookies and water/soda. Bus fare
is $20 or a free-will offering.
If you would like to ride to the March for Life with a
group of people from the New Ulm area, there is another
option from what is stated above.
A bus will be leaving the parking lot at the Cathedral in
New Ulm at 7:45 am after 7:00 am Mass with the bishop.
The bus will be returning by 3:00 pm. Please call the
Cathedral office at 354-4158 and register to save a seat.
There is no cost as the parish CCW and K of Cs are
sponsoring it. Come pray with us for the dignity of life to be
upheld in our state and world.
Thank you for your work in defending life!

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Jan. 25 - General Meeting

Feb. 4 - Pancake Breakfast

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Are you new to the area or would like to
join Holy Rosary parish? Just go to
www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download
the registration forms to fill out. You can also
simply send us your contact information via an easy-to-use
form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“You know you are in love when you can’t fall asleep
because reality is finally better than your dreams.”
-Dr. Seuss
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January 27th - 28th, 2018

Ashley Paul
John Holden
Chris Cain

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Dean & Julie Mettler, Harriet Smishek, Daniel Crowley,
Jo Lindberg, Rosie Grabianowski, Don Dehning

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom Koch & Maxine Davis
Jane Younge & Terri Compton
Ryan Howe & Sherry Henrickson

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Connor McGraw, Reid Gruenes, Anne
WIngert (C/B/B)
James Younge, Braedon & Emma Otto (C/B/B)
Hannah Linnes, Hailey Barker, Brendan
Isenberg (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Paul & Lisa Manderfeld
Doug & Mary Homan
Mike & Diane O’Dea

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Lord, Hear Our Prayers

Tom Rheaume, Tom Koch, Steve Enderle,
Mark Weingartz (Head Usher)
Craig Amundson, Tony & Frank Weber,
Gary Zellmer (Head Usher)
John Jagerson, Jim Barker, Glenn
Verschelde, Doug Helget (Head Usher)

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Rosary Leaders:
Paul Stevens
Margaret Ayers
Curt & Donna Stanke
Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
Benjamin Paul/Lori Christiansen
8:00 am
Kathy Jo Johns/Jeanne Makela
10:00 am Youth Choir/Jeanne Makela

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Laverne Reichel †

Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson

Attention Eucharistic Ministers!
Please notice that we will be only needing two Eucharistic
ministers until Holy Thursday. Stay tuned to the bulletin for the
updated ministers. Thank you for your cooperation!

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

Money Counters - January 2018: Arlyce Anderson, Bill

Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Lenora Hickey, Amy Williams

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

Prayer Chain

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Bulletin Folders - January 2018: Anne Frederick, Betty

Robert & Shelbea Sadusky
Marion Giefer
William & Michelle Cahalan
Steven & LouAnn Herbeck
Lavonne Rauchman
Rodger & Marian Volk
John & Tammy Romberg

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

2 Sm 5:1-7, 10/Mk 3:22-30
2 Sm 6:12b-15, 17-19/Mk 3:31-35
2 Sm 7:4-17/Mk 4:1-20
2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5/Mk 4:26-34
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17/Mk 4:35-41
Dt 18:15-20/1 Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28
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Stewardship Corner

11th Grade Confirmation Retreat - February 4, 2018
The mandatory Confirmation Retreat for
11th graders will be held on Sunday,
February 4 beginning with Mass at 10:00
am. We will then move to the school
cafeteria for lunch and retreat activities. The retreat will end at
4:00 pm.
Needed: Fifth Grade Catechist and Nursery Volunteers
Is God calling you to help out with our Religious Education
Program? We are in need of another 5th grade catechist and
several volunteers for the nursery. Please contact Cathy for more
information.
Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners
Please join us for our Wednesday night Simple
Meals! They are open to all parishioners! It is
great to see families come before Religious Ed
classes start! We serve from 5:00 pm - 7:00
pm. On the menu for Jan. 24th - Chicken
Nuggets & Fries with a Salad Bar
Upcoming Dates
 January 24: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm - 7:10

pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School Cafeteria
(Meal: Chicken Nugget & Fries); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm
 January 31: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00 pm to
7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the
Menu: Pulled Pork & salad bar!
 February 7: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm - 7:10
pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School Cafeteria
(Meal:TBD); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm
 February 14: Ash Wednesday - Class for ALL Grades; 1- 6 meet
at 4:15 to attend Mass at 4:30 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7
pm - 8:30 pm - Students will attend Mass at 7:30 pm; NO
COMMUNITY MEAL

Youth Group News
Last week, the youth group
gathered at the WOW!Zone and had a
blast! On January 24th, the Youth
Group will have a board game
tournament in the Youth Room from
6:30 - 7:45 pm. All youth from grades
7-12 should plan on attending!
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$34,741.06
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$19,340.00
Goal:
$36,532.99
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

$137,147.00
$205,014.00
$191,228.06
$321,267.99

This week we received a check from the Diocese of New
Ulm in the amount of $3,147.00 through the work of the
Diocesan Ministries Appeal. As was previously stated, these
monies were applied to our Loyola stewardship commitment.
At this point, we are at about 61% of our total stewardship
commitments to the Diocese and our Area Catholic School
combined. Presently, we are slightly past 50% of the fiscal
year, but we are already nearing 60% of our commitment
goals. We are doing well. This week we also completed our
property insurance premiums for our insurance provider,
Catholic Mutual of Omaha through June of 2018. Please know
that your stewardship is both very much needed and very
much appreciated. Thank you for your gifts.

Volunteers Needed!
Vista Prairie at Monarch Meadows, an assisted living
home in upper North Mankato, is looking for volunteers
for our residents. We need helpers for bingo and people
to help serve at our parties. We also have a resident that
would like help with emails for about an hour a week.
Please contact Yvonne Lager at 507-344-1165. Thanks
for your consideration!

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the
clay and you the potter; we are all the work of
your hands.” As we begin the waiting of
advent, let us strive to become the work of his
hands by attending a Worldwide Marriage
Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends are Feb 16-18, 2018
in Windom, MN and Apr 13-15, 2018 in HUTCHINSON, MN. For
more information, call Miki Schultz at 507-227-8229 or visit
them at southmnwwme.org.
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Pedal Past Poverty
Partners for Affordable Housing
will be having their sixth annual “Pedal
Past Poverty”, a family-friendly,
stationary bike race, on Saturday,
February 24th, from 9:00 am to 2:00
pm in the Blue Gym at the YMCA. Holy Rosary would like to
have a team of 10 bikers again this year. Each biker pedals
for 20 minutes and is asked to raise $100.00 so the team of
10 can raise a total of $1,000.00. If you would be willing to
be on Holy Rosary’s team this year, please call Arlyce
Anderson at 507-317-0617. All funds raised support
Mankato’s two homeless shelters, the Theresa House and
the Welcome Inn.

Diaper Drive
Holy Rosary Parish Council of Catholic
Women is sponsoring a Diaper Drive during the
month of January. Baby Wipes and Diapers
(newborn or size 3-6) may be brought to church throughout
January and placed in the crib at the back of church. Diapers
and Wipes will go to Options for Women and Birthright.
Monetary donations will also be accepted (please put money in
an envelope marked C.C.W. Diaper Drive). Money collected will
be used to purchase bigger items needed at Options for
Women (high chairs, strollers, etc.). This is a C.C.W. community
service project – please help if you are able! Thank you!

Catholic Schools Week Collection
The University of Notre Dame formed a task force on
Catholic education to seek out ways to support Catholic
primary and secondary schools in the United States. The
results of this task force’s study concluded with the following
statement: “To those who wonder how we can afford to
make the investment necessary to sustain, strengthen and
expand Catholic schools, we respond by turning the question
on its head. How can we afford not to make this investment?
Our future depends on it more than we may suspect.”
Recognizing the value and importance of our diocesan
Catholic schools, Bishop John M. LeVoir has implemented a
second collection the weekend of Jan. 27th & 28th for the
purpose of sustaining and strengthening the Catholic schools
of the diocese.

Location Change Alert
Options For Women|Mankato has moved. Come to the
Open House, Sunday, January 28th, 1:00-3:00 pm 11 Civic
Center Plaza, Suite 011. There is free parking in the 2nd St. and
Cherry St. ramps. Enter under the black awning and take the
elevator to floor D. Bring along a friend.

Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit
www.loyolacatholicschool.org
K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019
enrollment is coming soon! Schedule family tours and
shadow days at your convenience. Contact Angela
Casteel: 388-0615, acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
Save the Date
 January 30, Catholic Schools Week Mass with
Bishop Quinn, 10:30, St. Joseph the Worker
parish. All are welcome!
 February 5, High School Information Night 7:008:30pm. All are welcome.
 February 22, Enrollment Night for 2018-2019 6:008:00pm. All are welcome.
Our promise of prayers and sympathy to the family
of Ethel Frost†, who passed away on Jan. 12. Ethel is the
mother of long-time Loyola teacher, Judy Reinbold.
Noah Haefner, Moly Hodapp, Anne Wood, Elizabeth
Benzmiller, Isaiah Rentschler, and John Torgerson
participated in the MSU Honors Band on Jan. 26.
Loyola seniors will be on retreat at Koinonia Retreat
Center Jan. 31-Feb. 2.
Loyola’s boys basketball team is hosting a FREE
Community Wide Basketball Clinic for boys and girls in
K-grade 3 on Saturdays, Jan. 20 and Feb. 10, 9-10:30 am,
Fitzgerald Gym. No pre-registration is required.
Loyola is planning activities, service projects and
celebrations to observe National Catholic Schools Week,
January 28-February 3. Our theme is “Draw Your Circle
Wide” as we celebrate the welcome Loyola extends to
students/families of many cultures and traditions, and
the local and global imprint Loyola students make.
Did you know? We continue to welcome families
who are new to the area or are seeking a change. Come
and discover Loyola’s unique school culture and
academic and co-curricular offerings.

Council of Catholic Women News
The next CCW meeting will be Monday, February 5th
at 6:30 pm. Our guest speakers will be the students from
Argentina who are attending classes at Loyola for five weeks.
Please come and join us!
Save the Date: Saturday, March 10th - Lenten
Retreat Day at Holy Rosary Church. Sister Therese Even
from Good Counsel will be the presenter. More
information will follow.
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Knights of Columbus
Pro-Life Pancake
Super Bowl Breakfast
Sunday February 4, 2018
8:30am-12:00pm
Basement of Holy Rosary Church
525 Grant Ave North Mankato
Free will offering
Suggested donation
$8.00 for adults
$6.00 for kids under 12
$30.00 max for a family
Delicious!

Nutritious!

THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Finance Committee Meeting Minutes
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
November 13th, 2017
The meeting of the Holy Rosary Finance Council was called to
order on November 13th, 2017. The majority of the members of
the council were in attendance. The review of the past minutes
of September 18th, 2017, were approved as read. The agenda
was also approved as read.
Pastor’s Comments: Father combined both his comments
along with the bookkeeper’s comments as Jim was not able to be
in attendance for the Finance Council meeting. The parish
revenue is up from a year ago, specifically with regards to the
weekly offerings. The “Bridging the Gap” campaign, to take up a
second collection in the event that a month of collections does
not make budget, has not yet been needed to be exercised at
this time. Father expressed that simply stating the need seems to
have kept our revenue on budget. The first steps are being taken
towards the new steps and entrance to the church. The goal
from the Diocese for the Diocesan Ministries Appeal has been set
and is higher than last year. The goal is set at $36,832.99. This
goal is, again, a “soft goal”, so if the parish does not reach its
goal, the remaining amount will not be taken from the parish
reserves. The Fall Festival was again a great success. A special
word of thanks to the November Fest volunteers that worked so
hard to make this event so successful.
So far to date (11-13-17) the parish is ahead in our payments
to Loyola from a year ago by more than $40,000.00. However,
the parish is behind with our payments to the Diocese of New
Ulm by around $13,000.00. Investments in the parish have been
doing very well with the rise in the stock market. The checkbook
balance is somewhat higher than a year ago, by slightly more
than $17,000.00. As we come to this meeting, the Fall Festival is
up by more than $857.00. There are still additional monies that
are coming in from the Festival, and the final tally will not be
known for some time. The parish is current on all expenses,
utilities, maintenance, etc. with the exception of the Diocesan
payments. Jim wrote in his report (in part), that we are “…right
on target to finish the calendar year out well…we are showing a
good increase over the previous year…the positive side to this
financial statement is the bottom line, which shows good, sound
financial management procedures are in place and working.”
There was no Financial Investment Report given at the
November meeting.
Business Items: Financial Report 2016-2017: Father asked
for input from the Finance Council with regards to the new
format for the Financial Report that was reduced from a booklet
to a bulletin insert, published by Liturgical Publications. The
Finance Council felt that it looked both professional and was easy
to understand. There were favorable comments made about the
graphics that make understanding the financial picture simpler to
comprehend for the average person in the pew. Father also
noted that publishing the report in this matter was a financial
savings in terms of paper and in office hours. Next year’s report
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then, will be published in the same manner and most likely for
years to come. Church Steps/Front Entrance: Father shared with
the Finance Council the computerized renderings with the
council. Overall, the committee spoke favorably with some
suggestions for slight modifications. The committee felt the new
steps, etc. was a practical project. Monies are starting to come in
for this project. A final estimated total for this project has yet to
be reached. When contractors start to submit bids, we will know
the exact cost. Father is still working with the architect who
specializes in church re-construction. This project will still need
the approval of the Diocesan Building Committee as well as the
Bishop’s signature. It is uncertain if this project will take place in
2018 or 2019. The Finance Council recommends that we proceed
when we have sufficient money raised for the project.
Endowment 2017-2018 Commitment: Last year, the hard work
of establishing a legal endowment was completed with the startup money of $100,000.00. The money has grown over these past
months and so far, none of the interest has been taken for parish
needs. Father requested of the Finance Council to recommend
an amount for this present Fiscal Year. A discussion was held, but
no final decision was reached. It was decided to further the
discussion about setting more money aside in the Endowment at
the next council meeting. Fall Festival – November Fest: The
Festival was, (as stated previously) very successful. Some areas
were up and some areas were down. The dinners were down
from a year ago, although there was only a small amount of food
remaining. The Festival Committee attributes the ability to judge
the food amounts as close as they are able, on being able to sell
the tickets earlier and will continue to sell tickets before the
event again next year. There were many compliments on the
quality of the meal and the reasonable price, which helped to
boost revenue. The raffle was down noticeably even though the
prizes were as numerous and of the same quality as a year ago.
There was an open discussion as to why the raffle was down, but
there were no clear conclusions. Some areas were up, including
the selling of furniture which was a new area that was started
this year, that exceeded more than $1,000.00. Some items that
were of value at the Silent Auction (that were of high quality/
antiques that could not get a sound, starting bid) will be sold online, raising the total profits as well in the weeks/months ahead.
Overall, the Festival Committee and the parish should be proud
of their accomplishments again this year. New Staffing – Office
Administrator: Father has been receiving many applications for
the position of Office Administrator. Many applicants are
applying online. Father will most likely be interviewing about a
dozen candidates. More than 50 individuals have applied so far.
Father asked input from the Finance Council members as to how
to address the interviews and the selection process. Some
practical advice was extended. The trustees will assist with the
final selection and the final interviews.
There being no further business, the meeting closed with
prayer that was led by Father. The next scheduled Finance
Council meeting will be held on Monday, Jan. 22nd 2018, at
6:30 pm.

