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SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

John was standing with two of his disciples, and as they
watched Jesus walk by, he said, “Behold, the Lamb of
God.”
-St. John

Nicknames are given out
in “tenderness” as well as
out
of
“toughness”.
Certainly there have been
many a guy who has gotten
a “tough”, God-forsaken
nickname on the playingfield or perhaps in their field
of work that they wish
would go away. But there
are also nicknames that are
given to others that speak
“tenderly” of our affection for another, perhaps to a spouse or
some significant other.
Throughout my parents long marriage of more than six
decades, they almost never referred to one another by their
first names, “William” or “Bertha”, but instead by the
nicknames that they had created for each other. My Mother
referred almost always to my Father as “Wim”, (an
abbreviation of William). My Father referred to my Mother as
“mijne dirske”, which is a Dutch phrase meaning “my girl”.
When my siblings and I were around them, they usually
referred to one another as we referred to them as parents.
When we were in public, my Mother would refer to my Dad as
“my husband”, while my Father (always a jokester) would refer
to my Mother in public as “the Boss”, which she never liked
when he said it.
Today, virtually everyone in the world has a first, middle,
and last name. Yet, just a few centuries ago and certainly in
Biblical times, people often had only one name, their first
name. Since there were many people that were given the same
name, they often became identified by their father; their
father’s occupation and even the community of origin. In the
case of Jesus, recall that Jesus is referred to by the community
as, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph?” or “Isn’t this the
carpenter’s son?” or “Jesus of Nazareth”. Yet, sometimes
nicknames were given because of something great the
individual had accomplished or would accomplish. Recall what
the Lord says to St. Peter who gives the correct answer that
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living God. Jesus says, “Blest
are you Simon, son of Jonah! No mere man has revealed this to
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you, but my Heavenly Father. I for my part declare to you, you
are “Rock” and from this rock I will build my Church, and the
jaws of death shall not prevail against it.” (Mt. 16:14-18)
It appears that the relationship between Jesus and John, as
far as cousins go, was very close. It appears that they were
perhaps as close as brothers since tradition holds that they
were both only children. So in today’s gospel from St. John the
Evangelist, John, the cousin of Jesus, who has received the
nickname from the people of his time as “the-one-whobaptizes” or “John the Baptist”; gives to Jesus of Nazareth a
nickname that is neither “TOUGH” nor “TENDER” but instead
filled with Good News “THEOLOGY”. For John the Baptist cries
out, “Look there goes the Lamb of God!”
The people of Jesus’ time were watching and waiting for
the coming of the Messiah in their world. Yet, upon his
announcement of the Messiah, the “Baptizer”, through his
theological nickname, tells the people that they should not be
looking for a great political leader, a teacher, a giver of the law
or moral precepts, or even a miracle worker. No, the “Baptizer”
John, was affirming as the messenger for God, that we must
look for the “One” who had been appointed by the Father as a
sacrifice for the sins of the world.
When John the Baptizer gives the Son of God this great
theological nickname, it is because he must have had the great
Feast of the Passover on his mind. The Passover at that time
was quickly approaching and the roads were filled with many
pilgrims heading to Jerusalem who were carrying or driving
their one year-old-lambs to the temple to be sacrificed. In full
view of these lambs, was Christ in the midst of all this, who
John clearly pointed out, “THE LAMB OF LAMBS”, who, when
sacrificed on the Cross, would end all sacrifices in the temple.
For this Jesus of Nazareth would be the “Lamb of God” who
would be sacrificed on the cross of suffering, and take away all
of the sins of the world: past, present, and future.
As we have gathered on this Second Sunday of Ordinary
Time, on this January 14th, we are EXACTLY one month, to the
day, away from the start of Ash Wednesday that will be on
February 14th. Maybe we should also take a “second” to
“name” what we are going to do this Lent, as we recall again
Christ’s sacrifice for sinners on the cross. May we start
“naming” the penances we are going to embrace now, so that
one day Christ might call us each “by name” into everlasting
life!
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Stepping Up In Faith

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$7,601.00
Electronic Giving
$2,261.93
Youth Giving
$67.20
Loose Plate
$278.31
Weekly Offering Total

$10,208.44

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

Dec. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”
Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$0.00
$15,675.79
*$25,883.35

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Stewardship Of Gratitude
It is quite impressive that even though we have just
completed the great generosity of stewardship of the
Christmas season, our total revenue this weekend, at
the start of January, is nearly at $26,000.00! Thank you
for your gifts! This week the parish paid out nearly
$70,000.00 in stewardship to support our area Catholic
School as well as to the Catholic Pastoral Center in New
Ulm. We are catching up with the Diocesan commitment
and are moving forward on our Catholic School
commitment. Thank you for your gifts!

Thank you Worship Committee
A word of thanks goes out to our Worship
Committee that with “liturgical precision” came to
take down the Christmas decorations after
sundown on Monday evening, at the close of the
Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. We are getting awfully
efficient, as in under 2 hours we had everything taken down,
packed away, cleaned up and the new environment in place.
We are grateful for all that came to work but especially the
extra help from some of our men that showed up too! Many
hands make work light. (A reminder that our Holy Rosary
Worship Committee will be meeting this Monday evening at
6:30 pm, we have a full agenda to discuss.) Thank you Worship
Committee for all of your efforts.

I am hoping that in the
coming weeks I will have
been able to finalize the
plans with the architect
from Moorhead and then
proceed to seek out
several contractors to take
on this future project of
the front entrance of our church. A preliminary
stewardship guess that I stated recently in the bulletin was
around $50,000.00, but I do believe that is the low-end of
what the actual work will cost. I am glad we are raising the
money at this time and I stand in “stewardship
amazement”, at how much money has been taken in within
such a short amount of time. For on October 16th, we had
only $250.00 in this account. By December 1st, we had
already received $5,360.00. This week alone we took in
more than $6,000.00, bringing us already to the total of
$17,275.00.
In a special way we wish to thank Alane Reichel, as well
as the Reichel family for their contribution of $940.00 that
was given to the parish in loving memory of Frank Reichel,
whose funeral was recently celebrated here at Holy Rosary.
We are grateful to all those that consider making a
donation or giving monies as a living legacy to those loved
ones that have passed.
I was thinking that it would take us a good deal of time
to raise the needed monies for this project, but at this rate,
we may be seeing the work being done as early as in this
New Year of 2018. Thank you to all of you that have been
giving so generously. We will continue to see this
designated account grow and hopefully be able to have the
final plans and submit the project to the Diocese of New
Ulm in the very near future. Thank you for your gifts.

Baptism
Our prayers and best wishes go out to
Andrew and Teresa Briggs on the occasion of
the Baptism of their baby, Noah Andrew Briggs,
who will be baptized following this Sunday’s
10:00 am Mass. May Noah’s Baptism be the
beginning of a life-long relationship with Christ & His bride,
the Church! God bless you on this most joyful occasion!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“They will make war against the lamb, but the
lamb will overcome them becasuse He is the Lord of
Lords and King of Kings.”
-Revelation 17:14
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The Week Ahead
Monday, January 15: Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:30 am - No Morning Mass
9:00 am -11:00 am – Visitation before Mass
11:00 am - Funeral Mass - Delores “Donnie” Wingert †
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm – Worship Committee (Conf. Rm. 1)

Tuesday, January 16: First Week in Ordinary Time
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, January 17: Saint Anthony, Abbot
10:40 am – Mass at Loyola (Fr. Paul) - Tom Ledwein †
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
4:00 pm - 5:00 pm – Social Concerns Committee Meeting
(Conf. Rm. 1)

5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School)
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal
- Menu: Turkey Commercials (School Cafeteria)
6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes
7:00 pm - 8:00 pm – Jr./Sr. High Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, January 18: Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Frank Reichel †
4:30 pm - 5:30 - Loyola Board of Trustees Meeting
(Fr. Paul attends)

Friday, January 19: Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass— Fay Fallenstein †
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)

Saturday, January 20: Weekday in Ordinary Time
4:00 pm – C.C.W. Region 1 Board Meeting
(St. Paul’s in Nicollet)

4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - People of the Parish

Sunday, January 21: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - Don Haley †
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - William & Bertha van de Crommert †
(Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass)
11:15 am - Baptism
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm – First Reconciliation (Rel. Ed. 2nd graders)
*Refreshments served afterward

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of Delores “Donnie” Wingert†
-May she rest in peace.
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Pastoral Thank You
Many thanks to those of you that took
the time in these last days to send me a
card and/or a note expressing your
sympathy at the passing of my mother,
Bertha. Most weeks, as the secretary and I
prepare the weekly bulletin, we review the bulletin of one
year earlier at that time. This week, as I reviewed the
bulletin, the Pastor’s Comments of “The Quill and the Cloth”,
caught my attention, as in January 2017, I had written about
the Christmas gift that I had given to my mother of her
Mother’s, (my grandmother’s) hair that had been woven
and placed in a frame decades ago. It had arrived safely from
Holland and she was thrilled to see it again and to have it in
her possession. It was a memorable, but sadly, her last
Christmas that we celebrated. One of the parishioners said
perhaps the most consoling comment after morning Mass
one day. He said, “Father, you can take heart that there are
many people at Mass with you that have gone through the
loss of their parents and know your pain.” I am trying to send
out some thank you notes, but if I should neglect to send you
a thank you, know of my appreciation.
-Father

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Jan. 25 - General Meeting

Feb. 4 - Pancake Breakfast

Our blood drive on January 4th resulted in 63 units
being collected which is 10 more units than our last
blood drive. Thanks to all the blood donors and
volunteer workers from the C.C.W. & the Knights of
Columbus!

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Again this week we welcome another
member to the Holy Rosary family of faith.
Please welcome Matthew Chmielewski of
North Mankato. Matthew is employed as an
Executive Business Director for a local firm.
He is the Father of a 4th grader named Bennett. We are
grateful that they have chosen Holy Rosary for their spiritual
needs.
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy Rosary
parish? Just go to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary
parish family!
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January 20th - 21th, 2018

Cindy Gawrych
Linda Olson
JoAnn Borchert

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Dean & Julie Mettler, Harriet Smishek, Daniel Crowley,
Jo Lindberg, Rosie Grabianowski

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm

8:00 am

10:00 am

Mary Clare & Tom Wyrowski, Mary Beth
Nygaard, Rebecca Gruenes, Eileen
Wadekamper, Karen Winters
Rick Gruber, Cathy Neve, Terri Compton,
Mary Homan, Michelle Ellingworth, Linda
Hiniker
Kristin Cain, Curt & Donna Stanke,
Mike & Diane O’dea, Julie Schoettler

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Rayna, Riley, & Reid Gruenes
Grace & Ben Ellingworth, Joseph Cullen (C/B/B)
Jacob Reynolds, Timothy Cain, Jazzlynn
Flynn (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Leslie & Theresa Calsbeek
Tom & Renae Stierlen
Lester & Leola Kopp

8:00 am
10:00 am

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

John & Cheryl Weingartz
Mary Maidl
Susan Como
Mark & Margaret Kaufman
Robert & Helen Anderson
Ronald & Michelle Griebel
Stephan & Jacqueline Campbell

For Those in the Military

Ushers:
5:00 pm

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Lord, Hear Our Prayers

Tom Koch, Paul Stevens,
Jim Theuninck, Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Dean & Nicholas Cullen, Gerry Hiniker,
Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Steve Kaiser, Isaac Kolstad,
Brent Friedrichs, Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher)

Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Money Counters - January 2018: Arlyce Anderson, Bill
Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson

Bulletin Folders - January 2018: Anne Frederick, Betty
Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Lenora Hickey, Amy Williams

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain

Rosary Leaders:
Vince Guertin
Arlyce Anderson
Ryan Howe
Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
Faith Kodet/Vicki Galli
8:00 am
Julie Gruber/Lori Christiansen
10:00 am Tom Bachmann/Lori Christiansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
David Eggersdorfer †

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22
1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28
1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6
1 Sm 18:6-9; 19:1-7/Mk 3:7-12
1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Mk 3:20-21
Jon 3:1-5, 10/1 Cor 7:29-31/Mk 1:14-20
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Stewardship Corner

11th Grade Student Mass
Thank you to the 11th graders who assisted at Mass this past
Saturday night. Our youth did a great job!
Prayer Request for Our 2nd & 11th Grade Students
Please pray for our 19 second grade students who are preparing
for First Reconciliation on Sunday, January
21st. May the children be filled with God’s grace
and mercy as they receive absolution of their sins.
Please also pray for our 17 eleventh graders who
are preparing to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation on March 3rd. May the gifts of the Holy Spirit help
guide these young people throughout their lives.
Second Grade Parents - Upcoming: First Reconciliation Our
second grade students will have First Reconciliation on
Sunday, January 21st at 1:00 pm. There will be
refreshments served afterward.
11th Grade Confirmation Retreat - February 4, 2018
The mandatory Confirmation Retreat for
11th graders will be held on Sunday,
February 4 beginning with Mass at 10:00
am. We will then move to the school
cafeteria for lunch and retreat activities. The retreat will end at
4:00 pm.
Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners Please join
us for our Wednesday night Simple Meals! They are open to all
parishioners! It is great to see families come before Religious Ed
classes start! We serve from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the menu for
Jan. 17th - Turkey Commercials
Upcoming Dates
 January 17: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00 pm to

7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the
Menu: Turkey Commercials & salad bar!
 January 21: First Reconciliation - 1:00 pm
 January 24: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm - 7:10
pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School Cafeteria
(Meal: Chicken Nugget & Fries); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm
 January 31: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00 pm to
7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the
Menu: Pulled Pork & salad bar!

Youth Group News
Thank you to the family who generously
donated a couch to the Youth Room.
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$34,741.06
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$19,040.00
Goal:
$36,832.99
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

$134,000.00
$205,014.00
$205,574.05
$303,775.00

This week we did not take a “step or two” forward in
stewardship. No, we took a “long run” forward as we paid out
nearly $70,000.00 this week in stewardship through our
commitment to Catholic Education and the Catholic Pastoral
Center in New Ulm. For this week I dropped off a check in the
amount of $50,000.00 to Loyola. So, in one week’s time we
went from $84,000.00 to $134,000.00, well surpassing the
$100,000.00 mark. Last year at this very time we had only paid
in stewardship to Loyola $62,000.00, or a difference of
$72,000.00 less than last year. However, this past week, the
total stewardship to the Diocese includes a payment of
$17,210.00, that brings us current through December of 2017.
So, all in all, in 2017-2018 we are ahead of last year of 20162017 in our payments by $33,509.74. Also, thank you for your
continued support of our Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal.
We went up in this amount by $1,190.00 since we last
reported our numbers a week ago, but we are down
$2,644.00 from a year ago in our collecting for this Diocesan
fund. (*Remember, this is a “soft goal” and what is not raised
is not taken from the parish coffers.) We are doing very well in
terms of stewardship! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

Something Old...Something New!
For several years Holy Rosary has celebrated a mid-winter
fundraiser called the “Wine and Food Pairing”. It was held at the
Loose Moose and for those of you that attended, it was a good
evening of food, fellowship, fun and fundraising. However, we felt
that this event has “spent itself”. Therefore the staff and volunteers
have decided to take on a “new” fundraiser, that will cost less per
person (about half) and the event will be held on our own parish
grounds. We are calling it: “Taste of the Nations”. Tickets go on sale
this week if you wish to stop at the parish office for just $20.00 a
piece. We will be able to sample dishes from around the world,
even the Netherlands! (Yes, I am in charge of that booth! I am
fearful that will be the most popular!) Please note the flyer that is in
this week’s bulletin. If you are “foody”, this event is for you!
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A Very “Warm” Thank You!
MANY THANKS to those of you who donated hats,
scarves, mittens, and socks to the Winter Wonderland
Tree during Advent. More than 100 items (143 to be
exact!) were donated and delivered to Connections
Ministry for use by the Rotating Shelter
Residents. People were very pleased to
receive such quality items. THANKS
again for your generosity and kindness.

Diaper Drive
Holy Rosary Parish Council of Catholic Women is
sponsoring a Diaper Drive during the month of January.
Baby Wipes and Diapers (newborn or size 36) may be brought to church throughout
January and placed in the crib at the back of
church. Diapers and Wipes will go to Options
for Women and Birthright. Monetary donations will also be
accepted (please put money in an envelope marked C.C.W.
Diaper Drive). Money collected will be used to purchase
bigger items needed at Options for Women (high chairs,
strollers, etc.). This is a C.C.W. community service project –
please help if you are able! Thank you!

Council of Catholic Women News
Save the Date: Saturday, March 10th - Lenten
Retreat Day at Holy Rosary Church. Sister Therese Even
from Good Counsel will be the presenter. More
information will follow.

Location Change Alert
Options For Women|Mankato has moved. Come to the
Open House, Sunday, January 28th, 1:00-3:00 pm 11 Civic
Center Plaza, Suite 011. There is free parking in the 2nd St. and
Cherry St. ramps. Enter under the black awning and take the
elevator to floor D. Bring along a friend.

Lenten Faith Sharing Group
Mark your calendar for the
Tuesdays of Lent and plan to be a part
of this year’s Adult Faith Sharing
Group. Take some time out of your
day during this Lent to grow in holiness, spirituality, and
fellowship with Holy Rosary parishioners. WATCH THE
BULLETIN FOR THIS YEAR'S TOPIC!

Fair Trades Goods
CCW is supporting Fair Trade - Coffee, Tea and
Chocolate is available for sale in the parish office!

Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit
www.loyolacatholicschool.org
K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019
enrollment is coming soon! Schedule family tours and
shadow days at your convenience. Contact Angela
Casteel: 388-0615, acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
Save the Date
 January 26, MSU Honor Band Concert, featuring
high school musicians from 35 schools including six
musicians from Loyola, 4:30, MSU CSU ballroom
 January 30, Catholic Schools Week Mass with
Bishop Quinn, 10:30, St. Joseph the Worker
parish. All are welcome!
Our promise of prayers and sympathy to the van de
Crommert’s. Father Paul’s mother passed away in late
December.
On January 8, Loyola welcomed seven students from
Buenos Aires, Argentina for a five-week stay. The
students’ schedule includes classes, tours, co-curricular
activities, service opportunities and fun!
On Monday and Tuesday, five members of our high
school concert choir will participate in the Dorian Music
Festival at Luther College in Decorah, IA. Nic Goebel,
Landon Javens, Megan Lyons, Brayton Matuska, and
Allison Rempfor have been selected to sing in the
Festival Honors Choir.
We are planning activities and outreach to celebrate
National Catholic Schools Week later this month. We
especially want to celebrate the local and global imprint
Loyola students make through their service and
generosity.
Did you know? We continue to welcome families
who are new to the area or are seeking a change. Come
and discover Loyola’s unique school culture and
academic and co-curricular offerings. Our second
semester begins on January 15th...a great time to start!

Catholic Schools Week Collection
Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated the week
of Jan. 28th through Feb. 3rd. Bishop John M. LeVoir has
announced that a second collection will be taken up at
all Masses in the diocese the weekend of Jan. 27th and
28th to benefit Catholic Schools in the Diocese of New
Ulm.
In those Area Faith Communities that have Catholic
schools, 75% of the proceeds will go directly to that
Catholic school. The other 25% will be deposited equally
in two endowment funds already set up to benefit those
Catholic schools.
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HOLY ROSARY CHURCH PRESENTS…
THE FIRST ANNUAL

Taste of the Nations
Saturday, February 17th, 2018
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
525 Grant Avenue
North Mankato, MN 56003

DIFFERENT FOOD BOOTHS FROM ACROSS THE GLOBE
Join us to experience the variety of tastes the world has to offer
Cash bar will be available
$20 EARLY BIRD — $25 AT THE DOOR
CALL 507-387-6501 TO RESERVE YOUR TICKET

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Education Committee Meeting Minutes
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
December 11th, 2017
The Holy Rosary Education Committee was called to order at
6:30 pm. The meeting was opened with a prayer.
Pastor’s Report: Father began his comments by thanking
all those that are involved in our religious education program
from the Director, to the catechists, to the parents who are
supporting the program. Father stated that the role of the
Religious Education program is not simply to supply an activity
for our students on a Wednesday evening but to be a tool of
evangelization. Father then proceeded to say that we have a long
way to go as a parish in order to get our student’s in greater
number to be coming to Mass on the weekends. Father went on
to say that the “Teaching Masses” that are to be celebrated in
the New Year are to not only catechize but to evangelize both the
students and the PARENTS. Perhaps if we better understand the
Mass, they might be inclined to observe the 3rd commandment
and “Keep Holy the Sabbath”, each week as the Church
prescribes, for we cannot love what we do not know. Father also
commented on all those that worked so hard on the Christmas
program. The play is not only catechetical, but it also gets parents
in the shadows of the church and may be the start also as a tool
of evangelization and deepening the faith.
Director’s Comments: Cathy gave a list of updates to the
start of the meeting. These updates included information
regarding the Catechist Workshops, Open House, Catechetical
Weekend, Children’s Liturgy of the Word, and the Children’s
Choir. Cathy also reported that student registration is down
slightly from last year. She stated that the First Communion and
Confirmation class enrollments were down nearly by half simply
due to the ebb and flow of class sizes.
The Community Meals have been going over quite well!
There has been consistently 35 – 40 people coming to enjoy the
meal and fellowship. Cathy would like to remind us that
everyone is welcome to attend the meals!
The Confirmation Rite of Enrollment & Sponsor Workshop
was held on October 15th. It was an afternoon filled with the
Holy Spirit as sponsors and candidates had a chance to discuss
their faith.
Cathy reported that the Christmas program went well! The
gymnasium was filled with people! The students did an excellent
job.
In Youth Ministry, Cathy reported that Tracy Meadows is
doing some fun things with the students on “off” weeks. Tracy is
also helping to serve the Community Meals.
Cathy also reported that Father will begin his “Teaching
Masses” on February 28th with our Confirmation class. We are
requesting that at least one parent be required to attend but
hopefully both are able to. Cathy then addressed the “Blaze”
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events that are held at the Newman Center. She reported that
they are going well and attendance is up overall from last year.
The last two dates for Blaze are February 2nd and March 2nd.
Old Business: Bibles have been given to students in 2nd and
11th grade. The Bibles are age appropriate and are being used in
the curriculum. Thank you to the generous donors that helped
us make the Bibles possible. As discussed at the previous
meeting, we decided to hold classes for students in grade 1st 6th every week while continuing with classes every other week
for grades 7th – 11th.
New Business: The Christmas program was very successful
again this year! We had a good turn out for Mass, lunch, and the
program. The students were dressed in their Sunday best and
did an outstanding job! The committee discussed joining forces
with the Knights of Columbus and Council of Catholic Women as
they are the ones who put on a Parish Christmas Party on the
Saturday before the program. We are working on ways to have
the student program on Saturday afternoon in conjunction with
the Parish Christmas Party.
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned
shortly after 7:30 pm. The next meeting will be April 16th at 6:30
pm.

State Capitol Trip: March for Life
If you are planning on traveling to the MCCL March
for Life from the Mankato area on Jan. 22nd, feel free to
contact Tom Hoehn at 507-381-2544 if you would like to
reserve a spot on the Blue Earth County MCCL Charter
bus. The bus will be leaving from Ss. Peter and Paul
Catholic Church in Mankato (on Mulberry Street) at 8:15
am to arrive for an ecumenical prayer service at 10:30
am at the Cathedral in St. Paul. From there we will walk
together to the Capitol for the rally beginning at noon
and then returning immediately after the program to be
back in Mankato around 3:00 pm. It is recommended
you bring a bagged lunch. Blue Earth County MCCL will
provide cookies and water/soda. Bus fare is $20 or a free
-will offering.

BINGO!
On Sunday, Jan. 28th, the Catholic Order of Fosters
#749 is holding a Super Bingo fundraiser for the All
Saints Faith Formation and Youth Programs. The event
will be held at All Saints Church in Madison Lake. To
purchase tickets, a donation of $20 can be mailed to the
church to the address below or you may call 507-2433319. More information can be found on the flyers at by
the Church entrances.
All Saints Super Bingo 2017
Box 158
Madison Lake, MN 56063

