“OUR LADY OF THE MOST HOLY ROSARY, PRAY FOR US”
525 GRANT AVE., NORTH MANKATO, MN 56003 | 507.387.6501 | F: 507.387.7365
Parish Office
507-387-6501 | Fax: 507-387-7365
Emergency Number
320-522-2180
Religious Education Office
507-345-6765

December 31, 2017
The Holy Family of
Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Accounting Office
507-345-6828
Email
hros2@hickorytech.net
Website
holyrosarynorthmankato.com
Holy Rosary Parish Staff
Father Paul van de Crommert, Pastor
Elaine Wolf, Office Administrator
Jim Theuninck, Accounting/Administration
Cathy Neve, Director of Religious Education
Tracy Meadows, Youth Minister
Ministry for Sick & Homebound
Lorraine Klaseus | 507-388-4932
Calvary Cemetery
Board Representative
Tom Kiffe
Loyola Catholic School
Adam Bemmels, Pre-K—12 Principal
Loyola School Office
507-388-0600 | Fax: 507-388-3081
Bulletin Article Deadline:
Tuesdays at 12:00 pm Noon
FOR SACRAMENTAL INFORMATION,
PLEASE VISIT:
HOLYROSARYNORTHMANKATO.COM/
WORSHIP-SACRAMENTS

HOLYROSARYNORTHMANKATO

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

“Simeon blessed them and said to Mary His Mother,
‘Behold, this child is destined for the fall and rise of many in
Israel, and to be a sign that will be contradicted – and you
yourself a sword will pierce – so that the thoughts of many
hearts may be revealed.’”
- St. Luke

The great British writer and convert
to the Catholic faith, G.K. Chesterton
once wrote: “The object of the New Year
is not that we should have a new year. It
is that we should have a new soul and a
new nose; new feet, a new backbone,
new ears and new eyes. Unless a
particular man made New Year
resolutions, he would make no resolutions. Unless a man
starts afresh about things, he will certainly do nothing
effective.”
All of us from time to time have read our horoscope in
the local paper just for fun, or perhaps read some horrific
prediction of the end of the world and the end of time in
some book or article. Oftentimes these predictions are so
general, so going both ways, that we can give very little
credence or credit to them.
Making predictions about the future goes back
hundreds, if not thousands, of years. Some of the earliest
predictors of the future were mentioned in Greek writing,
500 years before the birth of Christ as women who were
known as a “Sibyl”. Other historians trace women predicting
the future even further back as the second millennium in the
Near East, and as far back as the first millennium in Assyria.
For there is something in the human spirit that goes as far
back as the dawn of humanity that wants a sneak peak at
what lies ahead.
In today’s Gospel during the Christmas season and the
Feast of the Holy Family, Mary and Joseph also encounter
two aged people, Simeon and Anna, who also make
prophetic predictions about this precious little baby and the
Blessed Mother who is holding her child. For Simeon
specifically “predicts” that the future of the Holy Family will
be filled with joys and sorrows, successes and failures,
pleasure and pain. St. Luke makes a more general comment
about Anna, the prophetess, but states that “she gave
thanks to God”, and then spoke about the child to those that
were awaiting Jerusalem’s redemption.
The Holy Family was informed by the prophetic words of
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Simeon that their family life (and specifically the Christ Child)
would result in both JOY as well as SORROW for them.
Theologically and scripturally, Simeon is not simply
predicting the physical future of the Holy Family, but also
the spiritual future of the “human family” until the end of
time. For Simeon is really one of the first to predict the
“Paschal Mystery” of both joy and sorrow, death and life.
Over the past three-and-a-half years, I have reviewed
more annulments in this assignment than in all of the other
8 parishes where I have served as pastor combined . The
biographies that the candidates write seeking annulments is
heart-breaking. They are often just a long litany of sorrows
and sufferings inflicted by the former spouse. The Good
News the Church tries to instill through the annulment
process is that marriage and family life is more than just
sorrow, but also joy. Even in the best of marriages, there is
still an abundance of sorrow that is given by “another” or
that the “Almighty” will allow, due to the free will. Yet, with
all of its challenges, marriage and family life is still worth
living as it is the back bone of our society and the spiritual
sustenance of the Universal Church.
This is the first time, personally, that I am celebrating
the Feast of the Holy Family in the absence of my Father on
this earth. (As I write this, my Mother now too is in frail
health and is quickly fading.) Their passing is a great sorrow
to our family and perhaps more for me than my other
siblings, as they have earthly spouses and children. Yet, as I
stated at the close of my Father’s funeral sermon several
weeks back in my hometown of Slayton: “I know that we are
suppose to come here in grief, but today I come more in a
spirit of gratitude”.
When a child is born, it is a gamble for the child. A
newborn has no choice as to who his or her parents will be,
excluding the Christ Child. Some of my priest friends and I
comment that we were so blessed with such good parents
who raised us up in the faith and were so faithful and
committed to family life. May we pray prophetically in the
year ahead for the families of Holy Rosary and Holy Mother
Church. May we pray in a prophetic spirit that the “joys” of
family life in 2018, will far outweigh the “sorrows”. Like the
Holy Family who gathered in the temple to pray and to
receive the spiritual strength to overcome even the Cross of
Calvary and the death of Christ, may we too make a New
Year’s resolve to come to Church each week to strengthen
our faith and our family spiritually, so that one day we might
be forever with God in everlasting life. Happy Feast of the
Holy Family! Merry Christmas! Happy New Year!
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Happy New Year!

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Due to the holidays and an extremely early
bulletin deadline (Dec. 22nd) stewardship
figures for last weekend Mass collections
(Dec. 23rd/24th) & Christmas Mass collections
will be included in next weekend’s bulletin.

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Stewardship Of Gratitude

On behalf of the staff and myself,
as pastor of Holy Rosary, I want to wish
each and every one of you a Happy
New Year with great prosperity both
spiritually a well as materially. May
2018 be filled with HEALTH,
HAPPINESS and most of all HOLINESS.
May Mary, our Queen and Mother, who we honor at the
start of our New Year guide us in that same holy leadership
as she guided her only begotten Son. May this year be even
better than 2017! Happy New Year!

A Sincere Christmas Thank You
I would be remiss as pastor if I did not say a word of
sincere thanks to all of you who took the time to extend to me
a personal gift materially or monetarily, as well as your
thoughtful sentiments through the cards that you wrote, the
goods you baked and the food that you prepared. Although I
certainly welcome it and appreciate it, even more valuable to
me is the sentiment and sincerity in which it was given. Thank
you for the time and the effort to minister to me. May these
days of Christmas as well as the New Year be filled with an
incredible new-born joy that Jesus came into the world to give
us the hope of everlasting life. Thank you so much!
-Fr. Paul van de Crommert

“We make a living by what we get; we make a life by
what we give.”

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God –
New Year Mass

Blood Drive

Just as with the 4th Sunday of Advent
and Christmas falling back to back, so too
the Feast of the Holy Family as well as New
Year’s. This year the Solemnity of Mary is
not under obligation, but it is still a
Solemnity! It is still a very important day to
honor the Blessed Mother and to ask for
her protection as we begin the New Year.
When we do things out of obligation, it is done out of duty,
but not out of love. This year, when we come to the Mass for
the Feast of Mary, there is no duty or obligation attached to it
and so those who come to pray come purely out of love for
the Blessed Mother. This New Year’s might be the spiritual
test to see how much Mary really matters to us who claim
Mary’s patronage through her Holy Rosary. The Mass on New
Year’s will be celebrated at 9:30 am! Wouldn’t it be something
if the church was full? Mary, Mother of God, pray for us now
and at the hour of our death.

The American Red Cross will be set up for Blood
Donations on Thursday, Jan. 4th in the Holy Rosary
Church Basement from 12:00 pm to 6:00 pm. To make an
appointment, visit www.redcrossblood.org and schedule
yourself in at a convenient time in an open time slot, or
you can call John at 507-995-5238 and together we will
get you scheduled. All presenting donors will receive a
free Tee Shirt. This is a great way to start the new year
and end the Holiday Season with one last gift.

Council of Catholic Women News
 No Holy Rosary CCW meeting in January.
 Region 1 CCW Board Meeting Jan. 20th in Nicollet.

Save the Date: Saturday, March 10th - Lenten Retreat
Day at Holy Rosary Church. Sister Therese Even from Good
Counsel will be the presenter. More info to follow.
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The Week Ahead
Monday, January 1: Solemnity Of Mary, The Holy
Mother Of God (New Year’s Day)
Parish Office Closed - Happy New Year!
9:30 am – Mass - Mildred Weingartz†

Tuesday, January 2: Saints Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, January 3: Christmas Weekday (The Most
Holy Name of Jesus)

9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul) - Monica Ahern †
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (School)
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal
- Menu: Chicken Pot Pie and Salad Bar (School Cafeteria)
6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes
6:00 pm - 6:50 pm – Youth Group
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm – Jr/Sr High Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, January 4: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Willard & Edna Arndt †
12:00 pm – Region 1 Priests' Meeting (Fr. Paul attends)
12:00 pm - 6:00 pm – K of C Blood Drive (Lower Hall)
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Monday, January 1st, 2018
at 9:30 am
MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD

MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Lectors:
Roxi Lang

Eucharistic Ministers:
Brenda Voracek, Margaret Ayers, Cathy Neve,
Arlyce Anderson, Mary Clare & Tom Wyrowski

Altar Servers:
Anna Voracek, Abi & Nathan Lang (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
Arlyce Anderson & Margaret Ayers

Ushers:
Ken & Pat Thiele, Mary & Gary Zellmer (Head Usher)

Music Ministry:
Tom Bachmann/Jeanne Makela

Friday, January 5: Saint John Neumann, Bishop
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Paul Ulmen †
*Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass
9:00 am - 3:00 pm – Eucharistic Adoration
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
1:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)
3:00 pm – Benediction

Saturday, January 6: Christmas Weekday (Saint André
Bessette, Religious)

4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - People of the Parish

Sunday, January 7: The Epiphany Of The Lord
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - Michael Burger †
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - Sebastian, Gloria & Joseph Lena†,
Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†, and Imparajah†
(Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass)

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of Joseph Huiras†
-May he rest in peace.
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“Stepping up in Faith”
(Stepping up in Stewardship)
Two weekends ago, we published the before and after
pictures of what our main west entrance would look like and in
last week’s bulletin we had the most updated draft of the front
entrance. This draft contains the view of the new church sign.
We started to raise money a few weeks ago for this very
practical project. We have made some progress in the few
short weeks due to generous gifts. It is wonderful to know that
there is an excitement about updating our entrance that is
looking very worn, tired and is unsafe. As we prepare ourselves
to enter into the New Year, let’s help our beloved church do
the same! Thank you for a wonderful start on this project! God
bless you!
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January 6th - 7th, 2018

Vincent Guertin
Nancy Holden
Jennifer Spaude

8:00 am
10:00 am

Nicole Hull, Pat & Wanda Hull,
Eileen Wadekamper, Maxine Davis,
Rebecca Gruenes
Mary Beth Nygaard, Mary Homan,
Linda Hiniker, Mike Brumm,
Terri Compton, Michelle Ellingworth
Kristin Cain, Dennis Haga, Darlene Schorn,
Mike & Diane O’Dea, JoAnn Borchert

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Reid, Riley, Rayna Gruenes
Grace & Ben Ellingworth, Duram Kelly (C/B/B)
Timothy Cain, Matthew Helget,
Hannah Linnes (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Kent & Marilyn Durenberger
Bob & Bev Nickels
Herman & Helen Dharmarajah

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm

Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am
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Jim Theuninck, Paul Steven,
Tom Koch, Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Mary & Gary Zellmer, Gerry Hiniker,
Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Steve Kaiser, Glenn Verschelde,
Brent Friedrichs, Doug Helget (Head Usher)

Dean & Julie Mettler, Bertha van de Crommert, Leonard
Mettler, Charlie Shamp, Mike Schneider, Harriet Smishek, Daniel
Crowley, Jo Lindberg

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

David & Sharon Popowski
Julie Beranek
Nancy Schwamberger
Frank & Joyce Cornelius
Jeremy Horkey
Charles & Leah Kremer
Jeremy & Sarah Goettl

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Eileen Wadekamper
Arlyce Anderson
Donna Wolf

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Robert and Signa Hoffman†

*ROSARY LEADERS: Please pick up your first quarter
2018 schedule in the Rosary Chapel.

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Cindy Gawyrch/Jeanne Makela
Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela
Faith Kodet/Vicki Galli

Money Counters - January 2018: Arlyce Anderson, Bill
Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson

Bulletin Folders - January 2018: Anne Frederick, Betty
Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Lenora Hickey, Amy Williams

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28
1 Jn 2:29—3:6/Jn 1:29-34
1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51
1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38
or 3:23, 31-34, 36, 38
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Stewardship Corner
Learn about Loyola Catholic School...visit
www.loyolacatholicschool.org
K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019
enrollment is coming soon! Schedule family tours and
shadow days at your convenience. Contact Angela
Casteel: 388-0615, acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
Save the Date
 December 23, Loyola hosts at Kiwanis Holiday
Lights
 January 3, classes resume after Christmas break
 January 26, MSU Honor Band Concert, featuring
high school musicians from 35 schools including six
musicians from Loyola, 4:30, MSU CSU ballroom
 January 30, Catholic Schools Week Mass with
Bishop Quinn, 10:30, St. Joseph the Worker
parish. All are welcome!
We celebrated our annual Christmas Basket Mass on
December 20; grades 5-12 brought gifts for area families
to the Altar to be blessed, grades K-4 brought baby gifts
to be distributed by Birthright to the Altar. We prayed
for all those who will receive these gifts.
On January 8, Loyola will welcome seven students
from Buenos Aires, Argentina for a five-week stay. The
students’ schedule includes classes, tours, co-curricular
activities, service opportunities and fun! If your place of
business would welcome these students for a visit or
tour please contact Angela Casteel at 507.388.0615 or
email acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
Did you know? Even our youngest students give
service! Loyola Preschoolers rang bells at HyVee for the
Salvation Army on December 13.
Our promise of prayer and sympathy to Stacey,
Maddie and AJ, the family of Joe Huiras, and to all who
cherish him.

Diocesan Ministries Appeal
Thank you to all who have given to the
Diocesan Ministries Appeal. If you have not
had the opportunity to make your pledge or
gift yet, envelopes are available in the
church entrances. You may return your
pledge in the collection basket or simply drop it in the mail. You
may also make your pledge or gift online at https://
www.dnu.org/dma/. Be assured that your gift will only be used to
support those ministries designated in the DMA brochure ministries that are vital to our church - as well as our own parish
commitment to Loyola Catholic School.

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
RECEIVED: $13,152.71
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$17,530.36
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$16,970.00
Goal:
$36,832.99
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

$84,000.00
$205,014.00
$118,500.36
$301,705.00

“Give Us This Day” Prayer Books
Liturgical Press has given us samples of their “Give
Us This Day” daily prayer books. If you are looking to
start the New Year out right by dedicating each day to
the Lord, this would be a great tool for you to have!
There are a limited number of these books by the
entrance of the church so get them while you can.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Givers can be divided into three types: the flint,
the sponge and the honeycomb. Some givers are like a
piece of flint - to get anything out of it you must
hammer it, and even then you only get chips and
sparks. Others are like a sponge - to get anything out of
a sponge you must squeeze it hard, because the more
you squeeze a sponge the more you get. But others are
like a honeycomb - which just overflows with its own
sweetness. That is how God gives to us, and it is how
we should give in turn.”
-Anonymous

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Are you new to the area or would like to
join Holy Rosary parish? Just go to
www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the
registration forms to fill out. You can also
simply send us your contact information via an easy-to-use
form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Jan 4 - Blood Drive

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Parking Request
Recently, some of our neighbors are expressing
concerns that parishioners are blocking sidewalks and
driveways, making it difficult for the local residents to
get out of their driveways with their vehicles while Mass
is underway. Please be sensitive when parking your
vehicle before Mass. As a reminder, there are often
open spots in the parking lot east of the school as well as
the new parking lot where the Hunt house used to be.

Fair Trades Goods
CCW is supporting Fair Trade - Coffee, Tea and Chocolate is
available for sale in the parish office!

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are
the clay and you the potter; we are all the
work of your hands.” As we begin the
waiting of advent, let us strive to become the
work of his hands by attending a Worldwide
Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next
Weekends are Feb 16-18, 2018 in Windom, MN and Apr 13-15,
2018 in HUTCHINSON, MN. For more information, call Miki
Schultz at 507-227-8229 or visit them at southmnwwme.org.

We Help Others - WHO
The Social Concerns WHO Committee would like to
help parishioners who may need some chore assistance.
Small projects that you could use assistance with might
include changing a light bulb when you should no longer
be climbing a ladder, assistance with a broken item,
mending, hemming and sewing projects, advice from
individuals with special skills or other such household
needs. If you are in need of such assistance, please call
Darlene Schorn, 345-8667.

Energy Assistance Program
Every year, the Minnesota Valley Action Council offers
an Energy Assistance Program (EAP) to help low income
households pay a portion of their heating and electric bills.
The program is available to both individuals and families
who are income eligible. The application deadline is May 31,
2018. Energy Assistance applications are available by phone
at 507-345-6822 (or toll-free at 1-800-767-7139) or by
visiting www.mnvac.org.
The Minnesota Valley Action Council also assists
households in crisis situations with disconnect notices or
when they are almost out of heating fuel. Grants are paid
directly to the vendor on their behalf. Learn more about
these and other services offered by the Minnesota Valley
Action Council at www.mnvac.org

Second Grade Parents - Upcoming: First Reconciliation
Our second grade students will have First
Reconciliation on Sunday, January 21st at
1:00 pm. There will be refreshments served
afterward.
11th Grade Confirmation Retreat - February 4, 2018
The
mandatory
Confirmation Retreat for
11th graders will be held on
Sunday,
February
4
beginning with Mass at
10:00 am. We will then move to the school cafeteria for
lunch and retreat activities. The retreat will end at 4:00 pm.
Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners
Please join us for our Wednesday night Simple
Meals! They are open to all parishioners! It is great to see
families come before Religious Ed classes start! We serve
from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the menu for Jan 3 - Chicken
Pot Pie and Salad Bar!
Upcoming Dates
 January 3: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00










pm to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the
Menu: Chicken Pot Pie and Salad Bar!
January 10: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm 7:10 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School
Cafeteria (Meal TBD); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm
January 17: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00
pm to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the
Menu: TBD!
January 21: First Reconciliation - 1:00 pm
January 24: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm 7:10 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School
Cafeteria (Meal TBD); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm
January 31: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00
pm to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the
Menu: TBD!

Youth Group News
The youth group is looking for a couch
for our youth room. If you have one you
want to donate, please contact Tracy
Meadows 236-0743. Thank you for
supporting our youth.

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
November 24, 2017
The Holy Rosary Pastoral Council was called to order at
7:00 pm in Conference Room 1. Father led the meeting with
a prayer from the Divine Office. Nearly all of the members of
the council were in attendance. The previous minutes of the
July 24th meeting were approved as read.
Pastor’s Report: Father began his comments by giving
an over-all review of the parish since the last meeting more
than 3 months ago. Father stated that Lisa Phillips chose to
step down from her position as president of C.C.W. Father
has asked Arlyce Anderson to step into the position on an
interim basis. She has graciously taken on this leadership
position. Father attended the last meeting of the C.C.W.
women in November. Father felt Arlyce ran a good and
effective meeting. Father stated we need to thank Lisa for
her volunteer service and also Arlcye for taking on the
interim position at such a short notice. Plans are in the
works for a new president that will be installed in the coming
months.
The Education Committee: The Education Committee
has not met recently, but the next meeting is being
scheduled for December or January. Religious education has
started up again. The number from last year is slightly down
due to a smaller first grade and a smaller Confirmation class.
The pastoral challenge in religion education is to apply what
they are learning by crossing the street to worship on
Sundays. The class Masses will be beginning again which is an
important tool of evangelization.
Finance Council: The parish concluded the last Fiscal
Year was in the black by a sizable margin. The adult
contributions were down from the previous year about 4%,
however, additional income through gifts raised the total
amount to the church’s favor. Along with a reduction in
expenses assisted as well. The parish implemented “Bridging
the Gap” campaign to take up a second collection when the
parish revenue in a particular month does not meet budget.
So far this year, the parish has not needed to implement this
program as the revenue is noticeably higher. Perhaps, all that
was “needed” was to express this stewardship “need” for the
parish. The Financial Report for 2016-2017 was recently
published in a new format. Father asked for the Pastoral
Council’s reactions to the new style of presenting the parish
financial report. The Fall Festival was again very successful
and would be discussed further in the Pastoral Council
meeting. The parish also completed a good deal of repair
projects throughout the summer and only recently set up an
account as we begin the first steps to re-do the front steps
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and the front entrance of the church that will also be
discussed at this Pastoral Council meeting.
Social Concerns: The Social Concerns committee
continues to meet on a regular basis and was instrumental in
the successful Communal Anointing Mass that we had this
fall with nearly 100 people in attendance as well as a good
response to the potluck that was held following the meeting.
Worship Committee: A thorough housecleaning was
done of the storage areas in church that had not been done
for many years. The Fall environment was changed that was
a blend of both an autumn theme as well as maintaining the
theme of Ordinary Time. The Advent season will also be
taking on a bit of a different environment that should be
pretty striking. There will also be some slight changes to the
Christmas environment as well this year.
Knights of Columbus: Father thanked the Knights who
recently helped with the set-up and take-down for the Fall
Festival. A number of Knights and men in the parish
volunteered to give an afternoon to transport used furniture
that was sold as part of the profits for the November Fest.
Finally, Father shared that he is interviewing for a new parish
secretary/administrator. Around 40 people have applied for
the position. A good number that applied are not qualified
for the position. Father has interviewed 10 candidates so far
and there are plans to offer the position on or around
December 1st. The new employee will be in training for a
couple of weeks and will assume the post on January 2nd,
2018. Father extended his best wises and appreciation to
Elaine as she takes a new life-step forward. Elaine will be
married in February and relocating to the metro. Our prayers
go out to her at this time.
Committee Reports: (*Highlights)
C.C.W.: Eight women attended the Regional Fall
Gathering at Searles on September 21st.
Lisa Philllips resigned as C.C.W. President in October and
Arlyce Anderson has replaced her as president.
The Fall Luncheon and Bake Sale was held October 19th.
at Holy Rosary. The numbers were down but it was still a
good fundraiser.
Six women attended an Enrichment Day at St. Aloysius in
Olivia on November 4th.
The C.C.W. Christmas Party will be Monday, December
4th beginning with Mass at 5:30 pm followed by a potluck
dinner and a brief meeting. Members are asked to bring
donations for CADA House.
The C.C.W. and the K. of C. are sponsoring a parish
Christmas Party on December 9th.
Our annual Advent Bake Sale will be December 9th and
10th after all the Masses.

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH
Education Committee: Catechist Workshops– A Veteran
Teachers workshop was held on August 23rd and for the New
Teachers on September 13th. Both of the workshops went well.
Registration- There are just over 100 students in grades 1st-6th
and a little under 100 students in grades 7th-11th. Sunday school
has 7 students. Community Meals- On the first night over 100
meals served. Now the meals have consistently 35 - 40 people.
There are religious education families as well as other parish
members in attendance. Open House– An Open House was held
on September 20th for all grades. The Open House went well.
Most of the families in attendance were elementary families. It
was a good way to start the year and a good way to promote the
Community Meal. Catechetical Weekend- Catechetical Weekend
was held on this past October 7th & 8th. The students were part
of the procession as they carried in banners that reflect what
they will be learning about this year. Confirmation Rite of
Enrollment & Sponsor Workshop– Enrollment was held on
October 15th. This was celebrated at the 10:00 am Mass with a
meal following in the cafeteria along with a workshop. The
workshop concluded by 2:00 pm. The sponsors and candidates
were given a chance to talk about their faith and included ideas
for activities sponsors could do throughout the year with their
candidate for confirmation. CLW- Has started and is for grades
1st-3rd. A nice group of students participate with 10-13 students
each week. Children’s Choir- Julie Gruber is heading the youth
choir up for her second year. She is always looking for more
participants. Christmas Program- Julie Gruber and Carrie Schill
are working on the music and program for Church. It will be a
simple play at the 10 am Mass with a meal to follow. The
program will begin at 12:30 pm in the school Gymnasium. Youth
Ministry- Tracy Meadows has been helping to serve community
meals on Wed nights and on the “off” nights (when Jr/Sr high
classes do not meet). There are activities planned such as WOW!
Zone, Movie night, Cold Stone Creamery. Education CommitteeThe last Education Committee meeting was May 11th. The next
meeting will be taking place in the near future. The theme for
the year is “The Mass: It’s Meaning & Importance in Our Lives.”
Father is going to have “Teaching Masses” throughout the year
that will be a slow-motion version of Mass as he will explain
what is happening throughout the Mass. We are going to
request that parents attend these Masses as well as the students
to increase Mass participation by our younger families.
Worship Committee: The Worship Committee had spent an
entire day cleaning and sorting closets that had not been
addressed in the church in many years. Many things were either
tossed or donated. Environments were planned and discussed
for the fall and the holidays. The All Soul’s Mass again went well
this fall.

DECEMBER 31, 2017
Knights of Columbus: The Knights held a Living Rosary in
October in church with the Religious Education students in two
sessions and Father led the rosary. The Knights will again be
selling Christmas trees in the newly established parking lot. A
Blood Drive will be held in January at Holy Rosary that the
Knights are sponsoring. In March, the Knights will be hosting
their Lenten Fish Fry. They will also be again hosting a raffle to
benefit our area Catholic School of Loyola.
Social Concerns: The Social Concerns Committee continue
to meet. The Options for Women fundraiser was very successful
and Father Paul was the only priest in attendance. A breakfast is
also being scheduled at the Wow Zone to also benefit this
organization. Fall Anointing took place at three different Masses.
More than 130 parishioners were anointed. There was a very
strong response at the main Anointing Mass in church. Plans are
in the works to help the needy during the holiday season
through collection of winter wear such as hats, gloves, etc.
Future discussions to hold a Ministry Fair again this Lent.
Finance Council: (*Refer to Father’s “Pastor’s Comments”)
Business:
Parish Directory: The first steps are being taken to begin
the process of putting out a new parish directory that has not
been done for many years. There have been many changes in
the parish rolls. One out of ten parishioners at Holy Rosary has
joined the parish in the past 3 years. Many of the children have
changed from the last photo directory as well. Father anticipates
to have a representative or two from one of the companies to
make a presentation and to start the process which will take
several months to complete. Fall Festival Review: The Fall
Festival again appeared to be very successful although some
areas are down while other areas are up. It appears that the final
totals will reveal that our overall net income will be higher than
last year. Father opened the meeting up for discussion as to
ways to better improve the meal and day’s activities. Church
Front Entrance – Steps: Father shared with the Pastoral Council
the latest proposals and renderings from the architect in
Moorhead YHR. The Council reviewed the drawings and in
general, approved of the work with some slight suggestions for
possible modifications and changes. The Council overall felt that
this is a practical and important project. Father will be making
the drawings public to the parish in December around Christmas
time and to begin the process of raising the needed parish funds.
Future Business: Small Faith Communities, parish
Directory, Newman Center – Young Adult Ministry Opportunities
– Ministry Fair.
The Next Pastoral Council meeting will be held on
Monday, January 29th at 7:00 pm. The meeting closed with
prayer.

