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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

“A man named John was sent from God. He came for
testimony, to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He was not the light, but came to testify to the
light.”
- St. John

Gaudete
Sunday!
Rejoice Sunday! I am
sure that many of you
feel, like me, that this
weekend feels less like
“REJOICING” and more
like “RUSHING”. For just
as the average person in the pew has so much to prepare for
the family to gather around a common table and tree; so too,
the average priest and pastor has also so much to prepare for
the faithful as they gather around the “Table of the Lord” as well
as the “Tree of Life”.
It does not take four years of graduate school in theology to
know what the Good News is for this “REJOICE SUNDAY”. For
the liturgy encourages the changing of the colors from purple to
the “JOYFUL” rose color, and the lessons of the scriptures focus
on the Good News of “JOY”! However, coming to church alone
and sitting in a pew for an hour will not necessarily change our
attitude from “RUSHING” to “REJOICING”. For, in order to
appreciate the Church’s “JOYFUL” tone, we need to spiritually
reflect back as the Children of God on the time when we were
physically the children of our good parents growing up in our
childhood homes.
Remember when you use to be so “EXCITED”, so “JOYFILLED” with the coming of Christmas closer and closer each
day? Of course, the presents were the pinnacle of this precious
feast for us as children. When Mom and Dad were not around,
you may have opened a gift or two under the tree. I remember
my sister Mary, sneaking into my Mom and Dad’s bedroom and
seeing on the floor of my Mother’s closet a number of wrapped
presents, but I was not brave enough to go in and look. Yet, I
was excited to hear that there would be presents for Christmas
and I could hardly wait in “JOY” to open them.
Well, it is that kind of “JOY” Holy Mother Church wants us
to exude as the children of God as we draw ever closer to the
great feast of the Incarnation of God. For as the great feast of
Christmas approaches, the spirit of “JOY” and profound
thanksgiving should begin to overcome the penitential
atmosphere that pervades the Advent season. It is as if we, as
Catholics, can no longer focus on being penitential when we
become aware of the tremendous love that God showed to us
by sending this little bundle of JOY to the Blessed Mother that
we will hear again announced in next weekend’s Gospel from
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St. Luke through the story of the Annunciation.
In the First Reading from the Prophet Isaiah, it is literally a
song of “JOY”! The great prophet writes: “I rejoice heartily in
the Lord, in my God is the joy of my soul.” The holy one speaks
of this “JOY” almost as a by-product of God’s love and care for
humanity. For the prophet, and any person of faith knows,
God’s love brings freedom, justice and peace to all, especially
those that are marginalized by society. “REJOICE”!
Today’s Responsorial Psalm, is very scriptural based from
the New Testament, through the words of St. Mary, rather than
what we normally read, from the Psalms of the Old Testament.
For the refrain and the verses are Mary’s “MAGNIFICAT”, which
is a declaration of delight and “JOY” as Mary proclaims, “My
spirit REJOICES in God my Savior” and “The Almighty has done
great things for me”. The Blessed Mother tells these Good News
words to her cousin Elizabeth, with “JOY”, as both are expecting
soon the great gifts of both holiness and divinity, John the
Baptist and Jesus, the Christ!
If you are still not convinced that the central theme of the
readings for this Third Sunday of Advent are all about “JOY” and
“REJOICING”, St. Paul to the Thessalonians continues this
upbeat theme of “REJOICING” with the words: “REJOICE always!
Pray without ceasing. In all circumstances give thanks.” St. Paul
reminds us that no matter what is happening in our life as we
approach another holiday season, (darkness, despair, disease,
depression, even death), these dark clouds cannot prevent the
“JOY” of Christ’s divine light of love from shining through by His
incarnation and resurrection.
By the time that we arrive at the Gospel from St. John, we
have heard so much about the “JOY” of “REJOICING”, it is hard
to miss it. In case you are confused as to what we should be
“REJOICING” about, the evangelist is very clear about stating the
cause of our “JOY”. OUR SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST IS ABOUT TO BE
BORN! St. John tells us that it is the primary job of St. John the
Baptist to PROCLAIM the JOY of the LIGHT of GOD coming into
the world darkened by sin. Just as kids we were so excited and
“JOYFUL” that my Mother had wrapped gifts on the bottom of
her closet, so too, we too must be “JOYFUL” that the great
graces of Christmas are once again coming to us in just a few
short days.
Speaking of “graces”, this Sunday is a wonderful
opportunity to receive the grace of forgiveness through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation. (1:00 pm Penance Service at St. Joe
the Worker; 4:00 pm Penance Service at Holy Rosary). Even if
you are not brave enough to walk in the confessional, maybe
just coming to the service, and not RUSHING about for an hour,
might bring you a bit more in touch with the REJOICING of this
Third Sunday of Advent. Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! Do not
delay! Happy Advent!
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Welcome to Holy Rosary!

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$6,690.00
Electronic Giving
$3,137.07
Youth Giving
$112.57
Loose Plate
$286.01
Weekly Offering Total

$10,225.65

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

Dec. 2017 “Bridging the Gap”

Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$0.00

$8,405.47
*$18,631.12

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

*Special Collections Acknowledged
The above Grand Total includes the following funds
taken in for special collections: $989.00 for Religious
Retirement Fund & $300.00 for DMA.

Stewardship Of Gratitude
Thank you for another great week of stewardship here at
Holy Rosary. Our stewardship has been a cause for
“REJOICING” not just this week, but really since my arrival as
pastor and certainly in this new Fiscal Year of 2017-2018, that
began on July 1st! For, to date, we still have not had to
implement our stewardship program even once of “Bridging
the Gap”. What a blessing! “REJOICE”.
As we are just one week and (maybe one day) out from
the great Feast of Christmas, I ask, as pastor, for your
generous spirit of giving . This is the time of year that the
Church and many charitable organizations rely upon donors
to meet their budgeted needs. Last year, we experienced a
shortfall due to the fact that Christmas fell on Sunday and
New Year’s fell on Sunday, eliminating 6 major liturgies, as
well as 6 opportunities to give! (*Please note that the 4th
Sunday of Advent and the Feast of Christmas are both days of
obligation.) As always, THANK YOU FOR YOUR GIFTS!

Last week we welcomed Brooke Foreman, to our staff as
the new Office Administrator, who will begin her position on
Jan. 2, 2018. She will be coming into the office in these days
of December to familiarize herself with her new position.
In consultation with the leadership of the Diocese of
New Ulm and Winona, we recently received word from the
Diocesan Offices that permission has been granted to allow
Deacon Preston Doyle of the Diocese of Winona and a
resident of Mankato to assist our parish of Holy Rosary on a
volunteer basis. While Deacon Doyle will be assisting
sacramentally from time to time at the altar, he will serve a
larger role in assisting in teaching and service in the parish as
well as to assist with Holy Communion services in our
assisted-living facilities, when I am unable to attend due to
funerals, Catholic School commitments, etc. I will appreciate
the back-up when some weeks get heavy with funerals,
parish commitments or even (God-forbid) illness. Deacon
Doyle had been serving at the Catholic Church in Waseca. I
am grateful for the additional help for our growing parish
family. Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy Rosary
parish? Just go to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy Rosary
parish family!

Council of Catholic Women News
No Holy Rosary CCW meeting in January.
Region 1 CCW Board Meeting Jan. 20th in Nicollet.

Penance Services – This Sunday!
Please remember that there
are 2 Penance Services being
celebrated this Sunday afternoon,
December 17th, in the greater
Mankato area. The first Penance
Service will be celebrated at St.
Joseph’s at 1:00 pm. The second Penance Service will be held
at 4:00 pm at Holy Rosary. Please note that there will also be
three sessions of the Sacrament of Reconciliation held at Holy
Rosary on Wednesday (December 20th) and Thursday
(December 21st) beginning at 7:00 pm. I will in the confessional
as long as there are penitents. (*Please enter through the main
west doors of church or through the handicapped entrance.) I
will also have an extended time of confessions on Saturday
evening beginning at 3:30 pm and going until 4:30 pm. (*If I
have not been able to hear all of the confessions by that time, I
will gladly hear confessions after the Saturday night Mass.)
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus! Do not delay!
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, December 17: Third Sunday of Advent
1:00 pm – Advent Penance Service
at St. Joseph the Worker (Fr. Paul)
4:00 pm – Advent Penance Service at Holy Rosary
(Fr. Paul + 3 to 5 more priests in attendance)

5:30 pm – Volunteer Appreciation Social & Dinner
(School Cafeteria)

Monday, December 18: Advent Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Wanzek Family
12:00 pm – Bulletin Articles for Dec 23/24 &
Dec 30/31 Due
7:00 pm – Pre-Baptism Class (Church - Deacon Doyle)

Tuesday, December 19: Advent Weekday
7:00 am
8:15 am
12:05 pm
6:30 pm

– Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
– Mass at St. John the Baptist
– Mass at St. Joseph the Worker
– Worship Committee Decorate for Christmas
(Church)

Wednesday, December 20: Advent Weekday

DECEMBER 17, 2017
Sunday, December 24: Fourth Sunday of Advent
(Christmas Eve)
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - William van de Crommert†
(Nursery, CLW, & Sunday School during 10:00 am Mass)
3:35 pm – Carols
4:00 pm – Vigil Mass of Christmas - Evelyn Hartung†
9:30 pm – Carols with the Holy Rosary Choir
10:00 pm – Solemn Night Mass of Christmas
- People of the Parish

Sunday, December 25: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(Christmas) - Holyday of Obligation
7:40 am
8:00 am
9:40 am
10:00 am

– Carols
– Christmas Day Mass - Norbert & Ruth Gag†
– Carols
– Christmas Day Mass - Albin Hartung†

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Sometimes your joy is the source of your smile, but
sometimes your smile is the source of your joy.”
- Thich Nhat Hanh

9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul) - Coleen Bianchi†
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Children’s Choir Practice (Church)
Christmas Flowers and Decorations
No Community Meal or Rel. Ed. Classes
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice (School)
As in the past, we invite you to give your
7:00 pm – Individual Sacrament of Reconciliation
offering in memory of a loved one (living or
(*Father will remain in the confessional as long as there
deceased), by writing down the name(s) on
are penitents. Please enter through the main doors or the
the front of the envelope recently attached to
handicapped entrance.)
the bulletin or in your pack of contribution envelopes (please
Thursday, December 21: Advent Weekday (Saint Peter
print & indicate if living or deceased), along with your donation
Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church)
and place it in the Sunday collection. An insert will be placed in
8:05 am – Rosary
the parish bulletin along with those who donated and who they
8:30 am – Mass - Grace Cain
wish to remember in a special way. The deadline for submitting
4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Mtg. (Fr. Paul attends)
envelopes and names will be this Monday, December 18th,
7:00 pm – Individual Sacrament of Reconciliation
before the close of the work day at 5:00 pm.
(*Father will remain in the confessional as long as there
are penitents. Please enter through the main doors or the
handicapped entrance.)

Friday, December 22: Advent Weekday
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows (Fr. Paul)
- John Klaseus†
7:00 pm – Individual Sacrament of Reconciliation
(*Father will remain in the confessional as long as there
are penitents. Please enter through the main doors or the
handicapped entrance.)

Saturday, December 23: Advent Weekday (Saint John of
Kanty, Priest)

10:00 am – Christmas Musician Practice (Church)
3:30 pm - 4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
(*Note the extended time this week for confessions.)

4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Ricky Gish†

continued in next column
Page 4

Diocesan Ministries Appeal
Thank you to all who have given to the Diocesan Ministries
Appeal. If you have not had the opportunity to make your pledge
or gift yet, envelopes are available in the church entrances. You
may return your pledge in the collection basket or simply drop it
in the mail. You may also make your pledge or gift online at
https://www.dnu.org/dma/. Be assured that your gift will only be
used to support those ministries designated in the DMA brochure
- ministries that are vital to our church - as well as our own parish
commitment to Loyola Catholic School.

Retirement Fund for Religious
Religious give thanks. A religious sister writes, “When we see
the generous response of so many thousands of persons in order
to help us, religious men and women, we are left speechless.”
Senior sisters, brothers, and religious order priests across the
country send heartfelt thanks and prayers for your donation to
last week’s Retirement Fund for Religious collection.
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December 23rd - 24th, 2017

December 24th - 25th, 2017
CHRISTMAS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Lectors:
4:00 pm
10:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Ashley Paul
John Holden
Jim Schorn

Eucharistic Ministers:
4:00 pm

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Eileen Wadekamper, Pat & Wanda Hull,
Nicole Hull, Bev Linnes, Paul Stevens
Mary Beth Nygaard, Jane Younge,
Gerry & Linda Hiniker, Maxine Davis,
Terri Compton
Rick Gruber, Darlene Schorn,
Curt & Donna Stanke, Kristin Cain.
Dennis Haga

10:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Connor McGraw, Jonathan Hull,
Anne Wingert (C/B/B)
James Younge, Carson Fischer,
Danielle Fischer (C/B/B)
Timothy Cain, Matthew Helget,
Jazzlynn Flynn (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

8:00 am
10:00 am

Jim Theuninck, Ken & Pat Thiele,
Steve Enderle
Frank & Tony Weber,
Mary & Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Doug Helget, Steve Kaiser,
Isaac & Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher)
Vince Guertin
Arlyce Anderson
Ryan Howe

8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski
John & Donna Wolf
Gary & Mary Zellmer
Paul Manderfeld Family

4:00 pm

8:00 am
10:00 am

Money Counters - December 2017: Bob Manwarren,
Bob Meyer, Terri Compton, Arlyce Anderson

Bulletin Folders - December 2017: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal

Frank & Tony Weber, Tom Rheaume,
Bob Meyer(Head Usher)
Karen Winters, Jim Theuninck,
Steve Enderle, Paul Stevens
Dean & Nicholas Cullen,
Mary & Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Jim Barker, Mark Weingartz,
Brent Friedrichs, Doug Helget (Head Usher)

Music Ministry:
10:00 pm

Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli
Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela

Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle

4:00 pm
10:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

10:00 pm

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Altar Servers: Special Assignment
Presentation of Gifts:

4:00 pm

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Ryan Howe, Maxine Davis,
Eileen Wadekamper, Bev Linnes
Mary Clare & Tom Wyrowski
Julie Schoettler, JoAnn Borchert,
Kristin Cain, Nicole Hull, Pat & Wanda Hull
Gene Brandt, Terri Compton,
Michelle Ellingworth, Craig Amundson,
Cathy Neve, Arlyce Anderson
Rick Gruber, Brenda Voracek,
Darlene Schorn, Sherry Henrickson,
Mike & Diane O’Dea

Ushers:

Les Calsbeek Family
Bob & Bev Nickels
Roger & Mary Mueller

Ushers:
5:00 pm

Brian Eggersdorfer
JoAnn Borchert
Mike Brumm
Chris Cain

Kathy Jo Johns/Tom Bachmann
/Myra Schroepfer/Vicki Galli
Holy Rosary Choir/Cindy Gawrych
/Janelle Campeau
Corrine Ort/Jeanne Makela
Children’s Choir/Julie Gruber
/Jeanne Makela

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of Mrs. (Norbert) Leona Sellner†
-May she rest in peace.
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Stewardship Corner
Learn
about
Loyola
Catholic
School...visit
www.loyolacatholicschool.org
K-12 has current openings, PS/PK 2018-2019 enrollment
is coming soon! Schedule family tours and shadow days at
your convenience. Call Angela Casteel at 507-388-0615 or
email acasteel@loyolacatholicschool.org
Thank you to all who supported Loyola by participating
in our Book Fair at Barnes & Noble last weekend. It was a
great day!
Save the Date
Christmas
programs and concerts still to
come: December 19 K-4, 9am, LCS gym; PS/PK,10:30, LCS
gym; Gr 5-8,1:30, LCS Chapel
Christmas Basket Mass, Wednesday, December 20 at
9:50, LCS Chapel
MSU Honor Band Concert, featuring high school
musicians from 35 schools including six musicians from
Loyola, January 26, 4:30, at MSU CSU ballroom
Catholic Schools Week Mass January 30, 10:30, St.
Joseph the Worker church
Our sympathy and promise of prayer to the family of Ron
Wright, longtime Loyola teacher and coach, who passed
away on December 10.
Students are participating in weekly Advent prayer
services throughout the season. Outreach projects include
preparing Christmas Gift Baskets for area families and
collecting baby items for Birthright.
During the coming week Loyola high school choir
members will carol at local Health Care facilities, students in
grades 5-12 will shop for and wrap gifts for Christmas Baskets
(a Loyola tradition for the past 36 years), we will celebrate our
annual “Christmas Basket Mass” on Wednesday, and
younger children will bless and deliver baby items donated to
Birthright during Advent (also a longtime tradition at LCS).
Katie Kopel, LCS ‘06, visited Loyola anatomy classes on
Dec 13, presenting information on medical career choices and
preparing a competitive resume’ and demonstrating medical
procedures. Katie is a UW Madison graduate currently
studying at the U of M.

Winter Wonderland
As we prepare for Christmas, our parish is conscious of the
fact that many men, women, and children in our community
are in need. We invite you to fill the “Winter Wonderland” tree
(by the main entrance of the church) with hats, mittens, and
socks of all sizes to help keep those who need them warm this
winter. Thank you in advance for your generosity.
-Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
RECEIVED: $13,152.71
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$17,530.36
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$12,305.00
Goal:
$36,832.99
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

$84,000.00
$205,014.00
$113,835.36
$297,040.00

One area that took a huge jump forward in
stewardship this week was our Annual Diocesan
Ministries Appeal. For the Diocese of New Ulm reported
that we have already taken in through pledges and gifts
from our parish of Holy Rosary a total of $12,305.00. This
is almost exactly half of our established Diocesan goal.
We have only two-thirds of the way to go! Can we do it
this year? Remember, 20% of what you give will return
to our parish of Holy Rosary for our needs. At this point,
Holy Rosary will already be receiving back $2,461.00,
which will be applied to our stewardship goal for Loyola.
As we approach the half-way mark in the coming days of
our fiscal year, we can be proud of how well we are again
doing this year! Thank you so much for your gifts!

Second Sunday of Advent
– A Sincere “Thank You”
It was so wonderful to see nearly two Masses filled with
worshippers at the 5:00 pm and 10:00 am liturgies. Thank you
to all of you that took the time to come down to enjoy a
complimentary supper on Saturday and to see St. Nick! More
than 200 people were served, which I was told was up from the
previous year. Thank you to Dave Dorland who served a
wonderful pasta dish. It was a great time of fellowship.
Thank you also to all who attended the later morning Mass
and came down for lunch. We again had a great attendance for
the luncheon, with lots of “goodies” brought by our young
families. It was a great sight when I offered the prayer before
the children’s Christmas play in the gymnasium to see such a
large crowd of people in attendance. The children did a very
nice job. A special word of thanks to Cathy Neve, our Faith
Formation Director, Julie Gruber, accompanist, and Carrie Schill
for directing our program again this year. It was “SWEET”. This
event is once again becoming a wonderful Advent tradition of
Holy Rosary Church. Thank you so much! REJOICE!
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“Stepping up in Faith”
(Stepping Up in Stewardship)
In consultation with the parish’s
Worship Committee, Finance and Pastoral
Councils, I invite you to review the
computer drawing for the re-construction
of our front steps and entrance of our
parish church. What I present to you is the rendering from YHR
Partners out of Moorhead, Minnesota. The final drawing
(which is not yet completed) will include a panoramic view of
the front of the church as well as the new church sign and
rosary garden that will be to the left of the main entrance.
Even though the committees have given their support to
proceed with the project, your support is needed as well. The
drawings will also need to be submitted to the Building
Committee of the Diocese of New Ulm along with the
proposed cost of the project.
As we are still in consultation with the architect as we
work on the finalized drawings, we welcome your support,
especially as we come to the close of the calendar year, in this
season of giving. We have already taken in this designated
account a total of $5,360.00, which is pretty impressive, since
we have not solicited for stewardship up until now. The total
cost is still not known as the actual items of front doors,
heated steps, lighting, etc. has not been itemized out. A
preliminary “guess” will be between $75,000.00 to
$100,000.00 for the entire project. I hope to have the actual
estimates to you early in the New Year of 2018. How long it
will take to raise the needed funds will determine in part the
speed in which this project will be undertaken. I have spoken
to many of you who feel that this project is both practical and
necessary as well as will improve the Church’s appearance.
Improved steps, railings and lighting seem most practical for
the faithful (many of whom are older) and can use the extra
safety measures. If you wish to make a donation for this
project, you are welcome to use the envelope that is attached
to this week bulletin as we are calling this project “STEPPING
UP IN FAITH”. It would be “NICE” if you put Holy Rosary on
your Christmas list! In advance, thank you for your support!

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Dec 28 - General Meeting

Christmas Program - Wrap Up!
Thank you to everyone who participated in
our annual Christmas Program! Our students did
an awesome job! They were dressed in their
Sunday best and sang their hearts out! It was an
exceptional day! I love seeing parents, grandparents, aunts
& uncles, and friends in the audience! We had a great
turnout for Mass, lunch, and the program! May the spirit of
Christmas live in our hearts all year long!
Monarch Meadows Sharing Tree
I am pleased to report that our
students unselfishly gave a total of
$243.50 for the Giving Tree at Monarch
Meadows this year! Wow! That is twice as
much as last year! Our elementary
students even joined in the giving by donating
$28.00! Yvonne Lager, coordinator at Monarch Meadows,
reports there are 4 new residents moving in before
Christmas, so our donation will help in providing gifts for
everyone at Monarch Meadows.
Second Grade Parents - Upcoming: First Reconciliation
Our second grade students will have First
Reconciliation on Sunday, January 21st at 1:00 pm. There
will be refreshments served afterward.
Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners
Please join us for our Wednesday night Simple
Meals! They are open to all parishioners! It is great to see
families come before Religious Ed classes start! We serve
from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the menu for Jan 3 - TBD!





Jan 4 - Blood Drive

Youth Group News



The youth group is looking for a couch for
our youth room. If you have one you want to
donate, please contact Tracy Meadows 2360743. Thank you for supporting our youth.
Youth Group meets from 6:30 pm - 7:45
pm. There is a calendar that went home last week, we have a lot
of fun activities planned. The calendar is also posted in the
kitchen, come join us for community meal Wednesday!

Upcoming Dates
December 20: No Class
December 25: Merry Christmas!
December 27: No Class
January 3: Class for ALL Grades; 1 - 6 meet from 6:00
pm to 7:10 pm; Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. On the
Menu: TBD!
January 10: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm 7:10 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School
Cafeteria (Meal TBD); Youth Group 6:45 pm - 8:00 pm

Thank You
Thank You to the parish members who attended the
Council of Catholic Women and Knights of Columbus Christmas
Party last Saturday evening. Great attendance and fun!
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish

2017 November Festival Results
We have held off until now to release our figures, as we
are still taking in revenue for our November Fest and will
continue to do so as we continue to sell some items online.
As we go to press, we are pleased to report that our overall
gross income increased from the previous year by several
hundred dollars. We are almost equal in net income as we
were last year. We have just verbally sold a couch that was
donated, for $400.00, and will be picked up in the coming
days, bringing us ahead of last year’s totals. Plus, we are still
in the process of selling some other items in the weeks
ahead. Both the dinner and raffle ticket sales were down,
while other areas saw an increase along with some new
areas that we had not done before. All in all, we had a most
successful day. Again, a great word of thanks goes out to
Rachel Helget, her leadership team, and all of the
volunteers who did so much for the success of the day.
Below are the figures for your review as compared to the
previous year. Thanks again!
Day of Festival Activity Income for 2017
2017
2016
Total Income
$26,307.55
$25,624.00
Total Expense
$8,924.25
$7,907.58
Net Income
$17,382.80
$17,716.42

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Dean & Julie Mettler, Bertha van de Crommert, Leonard
Mettler, Joe Huiras, Charlie Shamp, Donna Schmit, Mike
Schneider, Harriet Smishek, Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain

Raffle Prize Money Donated $4,185.00
Total Prize Money Paid Out $3,610.00
Meal Ticket Sales
$4,891.00

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

(Meal Paid for by Anonymous Donor)

Raffle Ticket Sales

JoAnn Borchert
Karl Matz & Sandy Gruenstein
David & Jennifer Jones
Brian & Holly Sens
Gene & Corrine Wesely
Jose Crespo
John & Cheryl Lustig

$7,141.00

Day of Festival Activity Income for 2017
Bakery & Country Store
$1,005.45
Father’s & Dan’s Money Hat $414.00
Silent Auction
$2,654.00
Cotton Candy Machine
$32.00
Games
$355.00
Bingo
$79.00
Grandma’s Attic
$1,604.15
Furniture Sales
$780.00 (+$400.00 forthcoming)
Collection for Band
$626.95
Misc. Donations for 2017
Bounce House
$250.00
Plinko Donation
$40.00
Catholic United Financial
$250.00
Meal Donation - Anonymous $2,000.00

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Vocations to the Priesthood

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25
Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25
Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38
1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56
Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38

Christmas Wreaths
Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for Christmas
Wreaths to be placed on your love ones grave. The cost is
$25.00, to order please call Terry Miller at 507-995-1010.
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Worship Committee Meeting Minutes
Holy Rosary Catholic Church
November 13, 2017
The Holy Rosary Worship Committee was called to order
on Monday, November 13, 2017, in Conference Room #1.
Nearly all of the members of the Worship Committee were
in attendance. The past minutes of the September 18, 2017,
meeting were reviewed and approved as read. The agenda
was approved with no additions.
Pastor’s Comments: Father began again by thanking
the Worship Committee for all of their hard work over the
past year and also the past summer. A special word of
thanks goes out to all of the members who gave up a day to
work on sorting closets and storage spaces that had not
been done for many years. Father said that he was pleased
with our summer Mass attendance and it was reported
today that we are ahead of stewardship from a year ago. At
yesterday’s successful Mass in the Park, the parish gained
another family which puts us at nearly 110 new households
who have joined over the past three years. Father was
speaking with Cathy who had recently read an article that
again affirms that people are joining a parish based largely
on the liturgy and the welcome they receive from its
members. Now, with a start of the new academic year,
there are many special liturgies that are coming up as well
as there are two important training sessions that need to be
addressed; the lectors, who have not had an instructional
evening for many years and a follow-up meeting with our
ushers as many weekends we have been struggling to cover
this ministry or the ministry has not been completed
properly.
Old Business: Sanctuary Lamp: The intentions for the
sanctuary lamp are all caught up. The Worship Committee
suggested that another envelope would be attached to the
bulletin. Father will do this in the near future. Lector
Training: The Lector Training Workshop was held on
Sunday evening, October 8th. Nearly all of the comments by
those attending were very positive. Those who have
lectored had found the meeting very helpful. Many felt that
going into the sanctuary and remaining there until the
readings have been read, looked very good. Lectors were
also appreciative of not walking down the steps after
reading, but leaving through the sacristy and then going
down the steps, out of the sacristy. Two new lectors are
starting in the coming weeks and 3 have chosen to step
down at this time, but we will try and recruit more lectors
when we have the Ministry Fair in Lent of 2018. Nancy
Holden and Brian Eggersdorfer will be working individually
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with the lectors to work on projection, use of the new
microphone, and learning the new format for lectoring.
Holy Water Use: The use of Holy Water continues at a
strong pace. Father asked if there were still bottles available
in storage. This would be looked into before purchasing
more bottles. Fall Anointing: The Fall Anointing of the sick
was again very successful. Lorraine Klaseus reported that
the attendance was up at the Anointing Mass with 80
people in attendance and the church was loosely full in the
front half. Many stayed for the potluck after the Mass was
over. 27 people were anointed at Oak Terrace and another
30 were anointed at Monarch Meadows with a total of 137
being anointed at our three Masses that Father held for the
parish and North Mankato. Server Appreciation Party:
Father asked for input on the annual party for recognizing
the servers and all of their efforts. The date was set for 6:15
pm on Wednesday, December 6th, for grades 5-12. All
Soul’s – Sunday Mass Review: There was a good response,
but not as large as in the past as some of the families did
not come. There was a good attendance after Mass for
coffee and donuts as they served 75 donuts and they were
all pretty well gone. Altar Training: Father has heard from
some parents that they might like to have their child serve
at the altar. Father and Lorraine will start training new
servers and re-training the book-bearers to the other side
after January 1, 2018. Fall Decorations: Positive comments
were shared about the fall decorations. There was a lot less
work involved in decorating for the Fall, but it still looked
like we were both in Ordinary Time as well as in the Fall
season. Some of the people thought the pumpkins were
real. Father was able to get a good deal on a number of
them as he purchased them locally and on sale. Plans for
next year’s fall decorations will repeat what was done this
year and to keep the statue of St. Francis up in the
sanctuary. Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Dates and
times were established again for Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament on First Fridays during the academic year.
Lorraine will call to cover the hours so someone is always
present before the Blessed Sacrament. November Fest –
Mass: There were positive comments about the Mass at
the Fall Festival. The band is always a welcome addition to
the Mass. Father is looking to having another band possibly
come during the winter to lift people’s winter spirits if it is
possible to book them.
New Business: Change Environment – Fall to Advent to
Christmas: Dates and times were set up as when it would
be best for the Worship Committee to decorate the
sanctuary. Advent Decorations: A banner was donated by
Karen Etzell, and had been originally painted by Lisa Bierer.
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Cathy Neve would look into finding material samples that
would compliment the banner for Father to review. It was
decided to reduce the greenery around St. Francis, but to
keep him in the sanctuary as he fills a nice void. Perhaps
some artificial evergreens could be added as well to
transition us into Advent and eventually the Christmas
season. Christmas Environment: Christmas environment
was discussed. The flower order would remain largely the
same as last year as we again would work with Perry. The
artificial wreaths for the pillars that Father purchased after
Christmas last year will need to be given to Perry too
decorate and to match with the large wreaths along with
matching white accessories. Father asked if, in the future,
we should consider a new set of statues for the nativity
scene as they do not all match and some are not in the best
of shape. For this Christmas, the committee recommended
that we continue to use our present set. Some people are
“nostalgic” about this set, but this could be a further
discussion in 2018, or beyond. There will be some slight
changes of how the church will be decorated. Brian
suggested we consider getting larger trees that are easier to
assemble in the future. The present trees are harder to
erect, but are still in good shape and only on their 4th
Christmas. More discussion of the trees will be held in the
future. Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service: This year the
Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service will be held at Belgrade
Methodist. Father will again preach the Thanksgiving
service. Five pans of bars are being asked to be brought by
each church. The Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee
will handle covering finding people to bring desert. Father
will be also offering two Masses for Thanksgiving at the
parish as well. Front Entrance: Father showed the
computer renderings from the architect of the new front
steps and entrance for the church. The Worship Committee
raised questions and made some small suggestions of
possible changes such as the coloring of the railings from
gray to black. The Worship Committee were overall pleased
with what they reviewed.
Future Business: Ministry Fair/ Pictorial Directory.
The next meeting was set for January 15th in
Conference Room #1 at 6:30 pm.
There being no further business, the meeting concluded
with prayer.

Looking for a Christmas Gift?
CCW is supporting Fair Trade - Coffee, Tea,
Chocolate Bars, Hot Cocoa Mix, & Baking Cocoa is
available for sale in the parish office! These would make
a great gift for your someone special or that “hard-tobuy-for” person in your life.
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Energy Assistance Program
Every year, the Minnesota Valley Action Council offers
an Energy Assistance Program (EAP) to help low income
households pay a portion of their heating and electric bills.
The program is available to both individuals and families
who are income eligible. The aplication deadline is May 31,
2018. Energy Assistance applications are available by phone
at 507-345-6822 (or toll-free at 1-800-767-7139) or by
visiting www.mnvac.org.
The Minnesota Valley Action Council also assists
households in crisis situations with disconnect notices or
when they are almost out of heating fuel. Grants are paid
directly to the vendor on their behalf. Learn more about
these and other services offered by the Minnesota Valley
Action Council at www.mnvac.org

Lost & Found
Rosary: A parishioner found a rosary in the pew after
Mass last weekend. The rosary has black beads, a Vatican
symbol & St. John Paul II medal, and major churches on the
Our Father medals.
Scarf: There has also been found a black & brown scarf
in the sacristy.
Please call the parish office if you have any information
about either of these items.

Meals on Wheels Volunteers Needed
With the colder weather approaching MOW are in need
of drivers to deliver meals to our seniors and disabled
people. They love the friendly faces and sometimes this is
their only contact with people. Hours are Mon- Fri from
10:30 to 11:30. Call 625-8970 and ask for Shawn. If there is
no answer, leave a message and Shawn will get back to you.
Thank you and God bless you.

Calling Ministry
Would you be interested in being on a calling list to call
other Holy Rosary parishioners?
There are currently parishioners who have had a
circumstance in their life that is difficult or unsettling. Social
Concerns Committee would be willing to link you with an
individual that you might call on a regular basis to check on
their status or just to engage in friendly visiting by phone.
Please call Darlene Schorn 345-8667 if this might be a ministry
that you would like to be involved in.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter
“Yet, O LORD, you are our father; we are the clay and you
the potter; we are all the work of your hands.” As we begin the
waiting of advent, let us strive to become the work of his hands
by attending a Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The
next Weekends are Feb 16-18, 2018 in Windom, MN and Apr
13-15, 2018 in HUTCHINSON, MN. For more information, call
Miki Schultz at 227-8229 or visit them at southmnwwme.org.

NOVEMBER FEST 2017 - RAFFLE RESULTS
PRIZE ITEM

DONATED BY

WINNER

1. $500 Cash

Mary & Gary Zellmer

Mary Haley

2. $500 Cash

Anonymous

Kathy Eggersdorfer

3. $250 Cash

Anonymous

Becky Ulmen

4. $250 Cash

Anonymous

John Kuchinka

5. 4 Blue Line Tickets to MSU Hockey ($437 value) and
$25 Gift Card to Pub 500

Rosengren, Kohlmeyer & Hagen,
Law Office Chtd.

Carol Endres

6. Belair Men’s Watch ($400 value)

The Jewelry Bench by Mary (Mary Hiniker)

Mary Beth Nygaard

7. Cedar Chest ($400 value)

Tom Wyrowski

Judy Longstreet

8. “Giant Escape” Bicycle ($350 value)

Flying Penguin (Jon Andersen)

Marilyn Scheurer

9. $250 Gift Card & Swag Package

Bellissimo Painting

Joyce Cornelius

10. Diagonal Wine Rack ($225 value)

Vetter Stone

Matt Bendlin

11. $200 Cash

Wally & Kathy Jo Johns

Brad & Mary Eggersdorfer

12. $200 Cash

Jack & Nancy Holden

Mary Braam

13. 6 Super Variety Paks ($200 value)

Wow!Zone (Pam DeMarce)

Nick Burger

Southeastern MN Oral Surgery

Theresa Calsbeek

Yvonne & Gary Lager

Bill Fasnacht

16. Coleman® Grill ($150 value)

American Bottling

Adele Jacobs

17. $100 Cash

Anonymous

Jeremy Tubbs

18. $100 Cash

Faye & John Geurs

Robert Wiste

19. $100 Cash

Anne Frederick

Mary Bliss

20. $100 Cash

Dan’s Barber Shop (Mark Weingartz)

Michael & Trina Danay

21. $100 Cash

Rich & Carol Boruff

Gloria Wolf

22. $100 Cash

Marion Giefer

Mary McLaughlin

23. $100 Cash

Alexus Amsden Cain

Merle & Mary Braam

24. $100 Cash

Joe & Vicki Galli

Craig Theuninck

25. $100 Cash

Saul & Ana Ovalle

Trish Wingert

26. $100 Cash

Mankato Motors

Renee Guyer

27. $100 Cash

K of C Council #5551

Emma Rose Ubogen

28. McDermott Classic Pool Cue Kit ($100 value)

C&N Sales

Chris Enevold

29. Jetter Clean Services ($100 valeu)

Jetter Clean

Lavonne Rauchman

30. Two Rounds of Golf + Cart, Putter & Golf Balls
($100 value)

North Links Golf Club

Dan & Jill Grode

31. Keurig Coffee Ensemble ($100 value)

Craig & Sue Woodward

Jeanne Sheehy

32. 2 Piece Bella Russo Luggage Set ($100 value)

LaVonne Rauchman

Larry Schmidt

33. Residential Carpet Cleaning ($100 value)

ZerneClean

Lisa Fitterer

34. Residential Carpet Cleaning ($100 value)

ZerneClean

Margaret Goettlicher

35. Spa-tacular Basket ($100 value)

Shear Talent

Julie Frahm

36. Gift Card Basket ($100 value)

Lori Schumacher

Dean Cullen

37. Winter Comfort Quilt ($100 value)

SSND

Dave & Cathy Neve

38. Furnace Tune-up ($95 value)

Davis Comfort Systems

Adam Chelstrom

39. Boat Anchor ($85 value)

Dotson Company

Doug Fradenburgh

40. Case “Angel Soft” Bathroom Tissue ($80 value)

Cole Papers

Colleen Thompson

41. Case “Angel Soft” Bathroom Tissue ($80 value)

Cole Papers

Jack Landkamer

42. $50 Cash

Bernie & Marilyn Bastian

Renee Guyer

14. Sonicare FlexCare Platinum Toothbrush w/App
($200 value)
15. MN TwinsTM Bean Bag Toss with MN TwinsTM Tote Bag
($150 value)

43. $50 Cash

Ann Timmerman

Kathy Fredericton

44. $50 Cash

Anonymous

Lois Gag

45. $50 Cash

Dan & Brenda Voracek

Kent Durenberger

46. $50 Gift Certificate

Autotronics (Terry Tachney)

Jodi Kohrs

47. $50 Gift Certificate

Autotronics (Terry Tachney)

Elaine Wolf

48. $50 Buffalo Wild Wings Gift Card

Ruth Fitterer

Mary Bliss

49. Canned Fruits & Veggies ($50 value)

Dawn’s Cowgirl Kitchen

Kathy Guertin

50. Bella Russo Pillow ($50 value)

Joe & Vicki Galli

John Jagerson

51. Bella Russo Pillow ($50 value)

Joe & Vicki Galli

James Fallenstein

52. $50 Cub Foods Gift Card

Cut Foods West

Leo Bernardy

53. $50 Cub Foods Gift Card

Michael & Donna Fischer

Camilla Maes

54. $50 Cub Foods Gift Card

Michael & Donna Fischer

Jeffrey White

55. Promier Rechargeable Flashlight and USB Charge Hub
($50 value)

Anonymous

Jeanette Barsness

56. “Pheasants on Kasota Prairie” Framed Print ($50 value)

Anonymous

Anonymous

57. GreenPan Frying Pan Set ($50 value)

Anonymous

Bob & Bonnie Varuska

58. Bella Cucina Panini Grill ($50 value)

Anonymous

Nick Burger

59. Minnesota Stone 6" Crèche ($49 value)

Vetter Stone

Trish Wingert

60. Minnesota Stone 4" Pheasant ($45 value)

Vetter Stone

Julie O’Hara

61. Cuisinart Pizza Grilling Pack ($45 value)

Anonymous

Derek Hefner

62. $40 Cash

Anonymous

Frank Boys

63. Quartz Cutting Board ($35 value)

Top Shop of Mankato

Dolores Dorland

64. Quartz Cutting Board ($35 value)

Top Shop of Mankato

Kevin Hinrichs

65. Quartz Cutting Board ($35 value)

Top Shop of Mankato

Carol Anderson

66. Quartz Cutting Board ($35 value)

Top Shop of Mankato

Jon & Michelle Ellingworth

67. $30 Hy-Vee Gift Card

Hy-Vee Hilltop

Mary Zellner

68. Linens Basket ($30 value)

Holy Rosary CCW Sewing Group

Donna Wenkel

Anonymous

Kim & Sherry Henrickson

70. Gift Certificate for five 40# bags of salt ($30 value)

McGowan Water

Tom Bachmann

71. Gift Certificate for five 40# bags of salt ($30 value)

McGowan Water

Heather Madison

72. 4 Pitas ($26 value)

Pita Pit (JoRae & Jason Storm)

Kathy Guertin

73. 4 Pitas ($26 value)

Pita Pit (JoRae & Jason Storm)

Milton Richel

74.-87. $25 Cash
Donated by: Tom & Betty Goettlicher, Nonna’s Daycare (Linda
Hill), Sharon Lenz, Barbara Dolph, Curt & Donna Stanke,
Margaret Goettlicher, Elma Ubogen, Matt & Traci Bendlin, Jerry &
Alma Erkel, Vista Prairie at Monarch Meadows, & 4xAnonymous

Winners: Bo Ernst, Kathy Guertin, Lucy Nelson, JoAnn Borchert, Dolores
Dorland, Robert Anderson, Sharon Lenz, Linda Olson, John Banschbach,
Lorraine Klaseus, Samantha Rosenberg, Julie Thompson, Chasity
Senesac, Jerry Kopel

88. $25 Bakers Square Gift Card

Southeastern MN Oral Surgery

Marilyn Rieff

89. $25 Bakers Square Gift Card

Southeastern MN Oral Surgery

Donna Wenkel

90. $25 Pub 500 Gift Card

Loyola Catholic School

Anthony Kimathi

91. $25 Pub 500 Gift Card

Loyola Catholic School

Ron Blommel

92. $25 Panera Gift Card

Anonymous

John Jagerson

93. $25 Buffalo Wild Wings Gift Card

Anonymous

Marion Giefer

94. Wooden Cross ($25 value)

Tom Wyrowski

Nancy Ann Schmidt

95. Wooden Cross ($25 value)

Tom Wyrowski

Margaret Miller

96. $20 Cash

Mary Braam

Isaac Kolstad

97. $15 NaKato Bar & Grill Gift Certificate

NaKato Bar & Grill

Julianne Gruber

98. $15 NaKato Bar & Grill Gift Certificate

NaKato Bar & Grill

Lynda Ernst

99. $15 NaKato Bar & Grill Gift Certificate

NaKato Bar & Grill

Mike Carroll

100. Minnesota Stone 3" “Minnesota State” ($10 value)

Vetter Stone

Delores Herzberg

69. The Big

Bobber®

Floating Cooler ($30 value)

