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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“These last ones worked only an hour, and you have
made them equal to us, who bore the day’s burden and
the heat.”
- St. Matthew

My Dad use to say in
his prime when he was
farming: “If you have too
much to do and no time,
it is a bad thing. But if
you have nothing to do,
and lots of time on your
hands, it is an even
worse thing.” My parents are both quick to comment that
their days are long and there is not much to do except to
eat, sleep, watch some television, walk around and, in the
case of my Dad, smoke a few cigarettes out in the assisted
living garage.
This past Wednesday there was not much spare “time”,
as I spent the morning in church first saying Mass for the
grade school children at Loyola and then rushing to the
other side of the hill to offer the morning Mass for the
School Sisters. I usually stay for lunch at the convent as the
food is good, it is free, and I do not have to prepare
something when I come down the hill. After lunch, one of
the elderly sisters was walking out in the gardens. We struck
up a conversation and she quickly admitted that she was
depressed. When I questioned how wonderful it was to have
the grace of “free-time”, the freedom from work, and to
enjoy the beautiful grounds and pray, she said: “Father, you
can only pray and walk around so much.” Point well taken.
They say that by the time that you have reached your
40th or your 50th birthday, you begin to think about
retirement on a daily basis in some degree. I can say for
myself that there are many days that I think of days in
retirement where the “time” would belong entirely to me,
like being on vacation. There would be no appointments. I
could sleep in, get up late, sit in my PJs watching the world
news, casually reading the paper, spending the afternoon
with the guitar, watching a movie, going for a drive.
Whenever I tell people my dream they smile and say, “You
still have a long wait”, and then add “It will get old really
fast”. That might all be true, but it sure would be fun to be
bored and having days drag slowly by for a while. Right now,
I wake up, figure out what day it is and how many
appointments I have that day, which usually averages most
days to around six appointments. (Even right now, it is 10:00
pm on a Wednesday night and I am still trying to get the
bulletin done for the deadline on Thursday at 12:00 pm.)
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I mention all this about “time” – of having either “too
much” of or “too little” because today’s readings focus on
“time” in relationship to “theology”. For on this 25th Sunday
in Ordinary Time, the readings, in some form or fashion,
address “time” in relationship to the eternal. In the First
Reading from the Prophet Isaiah, this holy man of God
begins by telling us the Good News that there is a “limited
amount of time” to find God in our human condition. For
Isaiah writes in part: “Seek the Lord while He may be found,
call Him while He is still near”. How often do Christians and
Catholics put off daily prayer and the weekly reception of
the sacraments for we feel we have plenty of “time” on
earth to do those sorts of things in the future?
In the Second Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the
Philippians, the apostle finds himself in a spiritual purgatory
of sorts. For this saint is, in one breath, okay living in “time”
on the earth to work and labor for the Lord. At the same
“time”, there is a part of him that would like to experience
the “fullness of time” in heaven and be with the Almighty,
free of his earthly labors to give eternal praise to God. Yet,
St. Paul concludes that, for right now, it is best that he stay
and preach the gospel for the benefit of the Mystical Body.
In the spirit of St. Paul, when people say that they are old
and there is nothing for them in this life any longer, I say
light-heartedly; “Stay here on earth as long as you can.
Heaven is eternal. That is a really long time. You can be in
heaven long enough and living on earth is a limited-timeonly!”
In the Gospel we hear that familiar parable of the
vineyard owner sending out labors; all day, part of the day
and then some for only an hour. Yet, at the end of the day,
even though all have worked “various” hours, all end up
receiving the exact same eight-hour-pay. Those who put in
only an hour of time are delighted with the full pay. Those
who worked all day are very disappointed, as they expected
even more money. Of course the “owner of the vineyard” is
God and the “laborers” are us. The “labor” is the good that
we do in this life from prayer to works of charity. The “pay”
in the story is symbolic of salvation. The Good News rests far
less in the amount of “time” that we have lived on the earth
and much more on the “time” we have had to do works of
charity and to praise God through His bride, the Church. The
Good News rests in that the “tenderness” and “mercy” of
God is beyond any earthly measurement or “time”. In the
end, Salvation is not so much about what we have done in
the name of the Divine Savior, but instead what the Divine
Savior has done for us in our “time” here on earth and in
the “fullness of time” in eternal life. Have a good week!
Make some “time” for God each day and of course each
weekend through the Holy Eucharist!
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Stewardship Of Gratitude

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$6,581.98
Electronic Giving
$3,590.83
Youth Giving
$83.28
Loose Plate
$302.20
Weekly Offering Total

$10,558.29

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

“Bridging the Gap”
needed in September 2017
Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$0.00
$8,347.25
$18,905.54

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
It has begun to feel like a “weekly” occurrence as we
welcome new members to our growing parish of Holy
Rosary. We welcome this week a wonderful couple that I
had a chance to visit with at our “Mass in the Park” last
Sunday. Please welcome with me, as pastor, John Maloney
and Amanda Sonnek. John and Amanda are both employed
in retail. The couple have two children, Michael, who is in
the 2nd grade, and Madelyn, who is beginning
kindergarten. Welcome to our parish family.
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy
Rosary parish? Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration and download the registration
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy
Rosary parish family!

Collection for Hurricane Harvey Victims
Holy Rosary will be taking donations for the victims of
Hurricane Harvey on the weekend of October 7th & 8th. These
funds will be taken at the same time as the regular collection.
Please as generous as you are able.

We had once again a good week of stewardship. It is
wonderful that, as we are nearing the corner of the first
quarter of the Fiscal Year of 2017-2018, we still have yet to
enact the “Bridging the Gap” second collection. Now, with
the school year in session and summer past, we “should”
have even smoother financial sailing. Thank you to our
young people who were in strong attendance at the “Mass
in the Park”. Their presence is clearly evidenced by the
collection from the youth that exceeded more than $80.00.
(*This is a help to our religious education program in which
the tuition that the students pay is only a fraction of what is
actually spent to house and educate our students on a
weekly basis here at Holy Rosary.)
Our Finance Council met this past Monday and, by all
appearances, we are having a stronger financial year
“to-date” than we did last year at this time. This is
most encouraging. The Finance Council approved to take
the first steps to improving our front entrance by hiring an
architect and having some preliminary drawings done.
If the proposed project meets with the approval of
our committees and the faithful, we will begin to draw
up the plans and raise the needed funds. From the
numerous people that I have spoken to, all seem to
agree that our entrance lacks curb appeal and could be
safer with better railings, lighting and steps for both the
older as well as the younger parishioners. I will keep you
posted as things develop.

It is Okay to Park!
Now that the former Hunt House
has been removed and the land has
been reclaimed, it is additional parking
that anyone is welcome to park on.
The rock/gravel that has been placed on this area is a
washed rock that I was told has been washed “SIX”, yes, six
times! So, your car should not get soiled either inside or out.
If you use the lot, you will have to enter and leave on the
north side, for the present time. (Eventually we hope to put
in a driveway that you can exit on the south side.) Enjoy!

Youth Choir News
Boys & Girls from Grade 3 to 12
Youth choir is starting up again and there’s a
place for you! We’ll be practicing most
Wednesdays beginning October 4th from 5:00 pm
to 5:45 pm in the music room, lower level of the
Parish Center, and we will be singing at Sunday Mass about
once a month. We welcome singers from all grades. Singers in
upper grades can help with harmonies and, if you play an
instrument, we really need you too!
For more information call Julianne Gruber at 388-1413 or
email her at julianneg@charter.net
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, September 24: 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time

SEPTEMBER 25, 2017

Sept. 30th - Oct. 1st, 2017

11:15 am – Baptism

Monday, September 25: Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Living & Deceased Members of the
Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family
7:00 pm – Confirmation Parent Meeting (Church)

Tuesday, September 26: Weekday (Saints Cosmas and
Damian, Martyrs)

7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, September 27: St. Vincent de Paul, Priest
9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul) - Luverne Reichel†
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Holy Rosary Community Meal
(School Cafeteria)

6:00 pm - 7:10 pm – Elementary Rel. Ed. Classes
6:00 pm - 6:50 pm – Youth Group
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm – Jr/Sr High Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, September 28: Weekday (Saint Wenceslaus,
Martyr; Saint Lawrence Ruiz and Companions, Martyrs)

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - John Gag†
7:30 pm – K of C General Meeting (Church Lower Hall)

Friday, September 29: Saints Michael, Gabriel and
Raphael, Archangels
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Rallan Beck†
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited

Saturday, September 30: Saint Jerome, Priest and
Doctor of the Church
8:30 am - 3:00 pm – Discipleship Day 2017

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am

10:00 am

Sunday, October 1: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish
– Rosary
– Mass - Sebastian & Gloria Lena†, Emmanuel &
Hilda Anthonisamy†, and Imparajah†
(Nursery during the 10:00 am Mass)
11:00 am – Sunday School Open House after Mass

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“I believe in God—not in a Catholic God; there is no Catholic
God. There is God, and I believe in Jesus Christ, his incarnation.
Jesus is my teacher and my pastor, but God, the Father, Abba, is
the light and the Creator. This is my Being.” - Pope Francis
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Brenda Voracek, Nicole Hull, Bev Linnes,
Pat & Wanda Hull, Rebecca Gruenes
Terri Compton, Craig Amundson,
Jane Younge, Cathy Neve,
Michelle Ellingworth, Mary Homan
Mike & Diane O’Dea, Dennis Haga,
Curt & Donna Stanke, Sherry Henrickson

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Rayna Gruenes, Anna Voracek,
James Voracek (C/B/B)
Grace Ellingworth, Carson Fischer,
Danielle Fischer (C/B/B)
Elias Westermann, Jacob Reynolds,
Hannah Linnes (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Michael R. Fischer Family
Mike Brumm Family
Les Calsbeek Family

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am

(St. Catherine Church, Redwood Falls)

4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - David Eggersdorfer†

Eileen Wadekamper
Michelle Fischer
JoAnn Borchert

10:00 am

Tom Rheaume, Ken & Pat Thiele,
Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Gary & Mary Zellmer,
Paul Harguth, Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Blaine & Isaac Kolstad,
Brandon Bernard, Doug Helget (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm Vince Guertin
8:00 am Arlyce Anderson
10:00 am Ryan Howe

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom Bachmann/Jeanne Makela
Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela
Kathy Jo Johns/Vicki Galli

Money Counters - September 2017: John Wolf,
Arlyce Anderson, Helen Anderson, Donna Wolf

Bulletin Folders - September 2017: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Anne Doyle
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Rosela Jewison, Dorothy Drummer, Harriet Smishek, Karen
Etzell, Merle Braam, Susie Filter, Mary Clare Wyrowski, Daniel
Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Charles Ulman

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Jeff & Heidi Pengilly
Troy & Holly Evans
Jeffrey & Judy Klingel
Nancy Meyer
James & Sharon Theuninck
Thomas & Sharon Kohls
Milton & Jennifer Riebel

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Souls in Purgatory

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Ezr 1:1-6/Lk 8:16-18
Ezr 6:7-8, 12b, 14-20/Lk 8:19-21
Ezr 9:5-9/Lk 9:1-6
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a/Jn 1:47-51
Zec 2:5-9, 14-15a/Lk 9:43b-45
Ez 18:25-28/Phil 2:1-11 or 2:1-5/Mt 21:28-32
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Mass in the Park - Thank You
Once again we had a great
crowd at Wheeler Park. The day was
nearly “perfect” for the time of year.
(*The reason that we had the park a
week later than normal was because
the park had already been booked
the previous week for another event.) But no mind, we had a
great crowd, a prayerful and enthusiastic Mass, great music
by one and all, and a meal that was served quickly and
efficiently! A special word of thanks to Jim Theuninck and his
committee for organizing this event. Thank you to all who
assisted in the liturgy in any way. Equally a word of thanks
to all who worked and volunteered, brought deserts, cooked
and helped in serving. A special shout-out to the Knights of
Columbus who were invaluable in helping in the set-up and
in the take-down. Thank you, Knights! Thank you also to
John Wingert who provided a wonderful sound system for
us to enjoy. (*I did not hear one person tell me after the
Mass that they could not hear the Mass! That is pretty
miraculous!) Most of all we thank God that we had this
beautiful fall day when we had another day of rain on
Monday and, as the week progressed, strong winds, like this
past Tuesday. It is such a wonderful day to connect and
come together as a parish family. It feels a little bit like a
family reunion! Next year we hope you can come if you did
not make it this year. We hope to have the date for 2018 to
you very soon! Thanks again everyone! It was great!

Where Does All the Money Go?
While nearly half of all of our revenue
that we take in on a weekly basis goes
towards our apostolates of supporting
Catholic Education and the Bishop’s Diocesan
Offices; as the parish is experiencing an uptick in revenue, we are able to do more
repairs and improvements in and around our parish campus.
The summer of 2017 will be the summer that we did a lot of
“catch-up” on maintenance and repairs. Just to give you a
fairly complete overview of what we have done over the
summer, the list includes: tuck-pointing and repairing the
exterior mortar of the church and replacing 300 bricks,
school and church cleaning that included scrubbing rugs and
polishing floors, a new softener for the rectory that was no
longer working and was more than 25 years old, painting the
south side of the school and installing new air-conditioners
and additional carpentry work, removal of the former Hunt
house and reclaiming the land for off-street parking, rectory
sewer work and supplies to repaint and waterproof the
rectory basement, etc. The total cost of these projects that
were budgeted in last year’s as well as this year’s budget
came to nearly $65,000.00. This was all necessary and basic
work that makes our facility visually and practically work.
Thank you for your support to help maintain our facility!
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Stewardship Corner
Want to learn about Loyola Catholic School? Visit the
LCS website and schedule family tours and shadow days
at your convenience. Questions? Call 507-388-0600.
Save the Dates:
 Loyola Homecoming September 29
 Loyola Hall of Fame October 2
 All Saints Day Mass with SSND, November 1
 Wired to the Heart November 3
 Loyola’s Barnes & Noble Bookfair December 2
During Homecoming Week students will decorate
school hallways, host a dance, select Homecoming royalty,
and give service to the broader community. On Friday, the
Home & School Association will host a Children’s Carnival
beginning at 4pm. Classes of 2018 and 2030 will lead the
National Anthem just before the 7pm football game.
Congratulations to Loyola’s 2017 Hall of Fame
inductees: Sister Mary Kay Ash SSND, Judy Reinbold, Jerry
Reinbold, and Patti Stierlen. Loyola’s SCHOLA Foundation
will host the Hall of Fame event on October 2 in the
Fitzgerald Gym.
On October 1 Loyola will host Gather 4 Good, a
Catholic United Financial effort to pack 2000 care kits for
those in need locally and following recent hurricanes. Go
to www.gather4good.org or call 1.888.346.7183 to
volunteer.
Volunteers are an important part of the Loyola
family! To volunteer, contact us at 388.0600.
Did you know? In 1908, Sister Isidore SSND and Jesuit
community leaders began to add a few high school courses
at SSPP elementary school. Eventually a full curriculum
was offered; Loyola High School celebrated its first
graduation in 1922.

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$13,296.70
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

TBA

$17,000.00
$205,014.00
$30,296.70
$284,735.00

We are presently on target with our stewardship
commitment to the Diocese of New Ulm. The Finance
Council supported the idea that we will try to continue to
push ahead (perhaps even ahead of schedule if that is
possible) in our Loyola stewardship commitment. Cash flow
is a challenge for everyone, but certainly for a Catholic
School as it starts up a new year. The school’s three areas of
income is largely tuition, parish support and fund-raising. I
am pleased that we are $17,000.00 ahead of last year as we
begin to round out the month of September. Last year, by
this time we had not paid “anything” until the close of
October. We are doing well. Thank you for your gifts!

Poncho Thank You!

RECEIVED: $11,491.42

We are grateful that so many talented ladies
stepped forward and shared their skills of sewing,
crocheting or knitting for the poncho project. With your
help, we were able to reach our goal of 125 ponchos
without having to purchase any additional ponchos.
These ponchos will all go to Guatemala with us in
October. Thank you to all who so willingly helped with
this worthy project benefitting the elderly poor in San
Lucas Toliman. -Mary Clare Wyrowski & Mary Zellmer

40 Days for Life Kick-Off & Sign-Up

Connections Ministry - YOU Can Help!

The 7th annual 40 Days For Life campaign is scheduled for
Sept. 27th-Nov. 5th. You are invited to partake in a community
event at Ray Erlandson Park on Sunday, Sept. 24th, from 2:00
pm - 5:00 pm. This will be the opening “Kick-Off” for Mankato’s
Fall 40 Days for Life Campaign. It is a family event, with food
vendors, children’s activities, music, youth events, & speakers
for all ages. There will also be a Prayer Service at 2:30 pm.
We are also looking for individuals or families to sign up
for vigil hours to pray across from Planned Parenthood, 201
N Victory Drive in Mankato. Holy Rosary has committed to
pray each week day from 4pm-5pm. To sign up for an hour a
day or an hour a week email 40daysmankato@gmail.com or
call coordinator Mary Flanagan at 507-276-8747.

Connections Ministry is a mission of local churches to
provide shelter in the winter months for those who are
homeless and NOT able to stay at one of the existing
shelters. This is a short term solution for people until the
Shelter is able to expand it's capacity. Holy Rosary is going to
help with this effort, both with financial contributions and
volunteers to assist at a hosting church.
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING DURING THE
WEEKS THAT OUR PARTNER CHURCH IS HOSTING - there are
many options available. For more info, feel free to contact
Mary Beth Nygaard at mary.beth.nygaard@gmail.com or
507-625-1450. TRAINING will be provided for volunteers in
October, before the shelter opens on Oct. 29th.

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
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Anointing Masses
In cooperation with our Worship Committee and
Social Concerns Committee, we will again be hosting a
Communal Anointing Mass for all those who are sick
and infirm. This Mass will be held Mon., Oct. 9th, at
4:00 pm at Holy Rosary Church, with a potluck social
downstairs following the Mass. Everyone is welcome.

Baptismal Blessings
Our prayers & best wishes go out to
Christopher & Jill Schmidt on the occasion of
the Baptism of their son, Aaron Daniel, who
will be baptized following this Sunday’s 10:00
am Mass. May Aaron’s Baptism be the
beginning of a life-long relationship with
Christ & His bride, the Church! God bless you
on this most joyful occasion!

SEPTEMBER 25, 2017
Design a T-Shirt Contest!
Are you an artist, graphic designer, or
someone who just loves to draw? Show off your
awesome design talents by creating a one-of-akind T-Shirt or Logo design for Religious
Education at Holy Rosary Parish. Your design
could be chosen as the official Religious Ed T-Shirt! You can
win a $20 gift card to a store/restaurant of your choice plus a
free t-shirt! Entries can be submitted by email, dropped off
at the Religious Ed office or by the postal service. Please
submit your design on or before Wednesday, November 8th.
Entries will be displayed and voted on during November
Fest! If you have questions, please contact Cathy at 507-345
-6765 or nevec@hickorytech.net.
Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners
New this year is an opportunity for
intergenerational faith and community
building as we will serve free will offering
meals each week before classes in the school
cafeteria. These simple meals will be offered not only to our
Religious Education families but to anyone in the parish!
What a great way to build community! We will serve from
5:00 pm - 7:00 pm. This week’s menu: Spaghetti.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLW) begins soon!
Dismissal of children grades 1, 2, and 3 will begin on
Sunday, October 8th. To prepare for this parents and children
are invited to gather in the Church Basement Prayer Room
NEXT Sunday, October 1st, following the 10:00 am Mass. This
will be a time to become familiar with the space and receive
information about CLW. Children’s Liturgy takes place during
Father’s homily. It is a time of prayer, reflection on the
scripture for that Sunday, names the children’s intentions and
profession of the creed. The children return to their parents at
offertory time. This is for children from Loyola and Holy
Rosary’s Religious Education program. There is a need for
assistants and youth helpers. If interested in being a part of
CLW as a volunteer or have questions you can call JoAnn
Borchert – 388 8813 or 995 3823.

Religious Education Wish List - Can You Help Out?
This year, we will be providing bibles to
students at two grade levels. The bibles will be
age appropriate and used throughout the
year. Each bible will cost roughly $20.00 bringing
our total funds needed to approximately $1,000.00. Would
you be willing to donate money towards this fund? The
parishioners of Holy Rosary have always been very generous
in giving in the past. Please prayerfully consider a donation
of any amount. You can put your donation in an envelope
and mark it “Bible Donation Fund.” To date, we have
received $240.00 for the purchase of bibles.

Catechetical Weekend - Oct. 7th & 8th - Mark Your Calendar!
We will be celebrating Catechetical
Weekend on October 7th & 8th at all the
Masses. The theme this year is “Living as
Missionary Disciples.” Parents - Please plan on
attending one of the Masses as a family. Students will be
asked to be part of the procession! If you are a teacher,
catechist or anyone who works with children, you will be
called forth to be commissioned for your ministry.
Catechetical Sunday is a wonderful opportunity to reflect on
the role that each person plays, by virtue of Baptism, in
handing on the faith and being a witness to the Gospel.
Catechetical Sunday is an opportunity for all to rededicate
themselves to this mission as a community of faith.

from 6:00 pm - 7:10 pm, Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm
to 8:30 pm; Community Meal from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm in
the School Cafeteria; Youth Group 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm.

Upcoming Dates
 September 20: Open House for Grades 1 - 11
 September 27: Class for ALL Grades (Grades 1 - 6 meet

 October 4: Class for Elementary Grades 1 - 6; 6:00 pm -

7:10 pm; Community Meal from 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm in the
School Cafeteria
 October 7/8: Catechetical Weekend - Students are part

of the procession at Mass; Coffee & Rolls after the
10:00 am Mass
 October 11: Class for ALL Grades (Grades 1 - 6 meet from

6:00 pm - 7:10 pm, Grades 7 - 11 meet from 7:00 pm to
8:30 pm; Community Meal - 5:00 pm - 7:00 pm - School
Cafeteria; Youth Group 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm
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Volunteers Needed: We are now LESS THAN 2 MONTHS
away from November Fest(ival) 2017!! Volunteer lists for
the festival will be posted at the back of the church
beginning next weekend. We have several areas where we
will need help. The goal is to have these final volunteer lists
posted in the bulletin the weekend of November
4th/5th. Most shifts are now 1 ½ hours instead of 2
hours. This change will give volunteers more time to enjoy
the festival themselves, but it also means we will need a
few more volunteers to cover all of the shifts. Volunteering
is a great way to meet your fellow parishioners and we
certainly need your help to make this event a success!
Meal Ticket Sales: We will be selling meal tickets each
weekend at all 3 masses through November 4th and
5th. Early Bird tickets are $10 for adults (ages 12 and
better), $5 for children ages 6-11 and free for ages 5 and
under. By purchasing your ticket early, it helps us to better
prepare for the big day. The adult ticket price will be $12
beginning on November 1st. Tickets are also available for
sale in the parish office during regular office hours.
Silent Auction: This weekend we have a couple of
sample silent auction baskets at the back of the church. We
also have several empty baskets that have been
donated. Please feel free to take an empty basket to create
your own silent auction basket. Your basket can be as
simple or as creative as you would like. There are some
great ideas available on the internet, so have some fun with
your basket creation! You may bring your “basket creation”
to the parish office. Don’t feel too creative? Individual
silent auction items are also welcomed. Thank you!
Country Store: We are accepting donations of craft and
homemade items for our Country Store. Donations such as
canned goods, wood crafts, homemade soaps, homemade
cards, blankets, doll clothes and any other craft items would
be welcomed. Please consider making a donation to help
stock the “Country Store.” Thank you!
Grandma's Attic: We continue to collect quality items
for our Grandma’s Attic and Christmas Shoppe. For those
who are excited to do a little “shopping” at the festival, we
know you will be pleased to see many wonderful things for
sale. You may donate your items anytime between now and
early November. As you are housecleaning and downsizing,
please consider donating your quality items now. We would
like to have all of these donations no later than the first
weekend of November. It is very difficult to accept
donations the week of November Fest with so many
additional festival preparations to be completed. Please
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remember we are unable to accept any items with a power
cord and we are not accepting clothing for this event.
Games: This year we are looking to find a sponsor for
the bounce house. It was a VERY popular item with the
children last year. The cost is $250. If you would like to
make a business donation, we would be happy to make a
sign advertising your business as the sponsor. Please
contact Rachel Helget at helget18@gmail.com if you would
like to donate. We are also collecting clean, clear plastic jars
for the jar raffle. You may bring those jars to the parish
office during normal business hours.
Raffle: The raffle ticket is off to press! THANK YOU so
much to all who contributed!! We are THRILLED to have
100 cash and quality prizes on the ticket. The raffle tickets
will be available for pick-up at all 3 masses on October
7th/8th and October 14th/15th.
We are well on our way to a FANTASTIC November Fest
(ival)!! THANK YOU to all to have made a donation, either
big or small, to ensure we will have another successful
event!

42nd Annual Craft Fair & Garage Sale
Join the School Sisters of Notre Dame for their 42nd
Annual Craft Fair & Garage Sale! This event will be held at
Our Lady of Good Counsel from 8:30 am - 2:00 pm on
October 14, 2017, and feature more than 30 booths selling
items handmade by the School Sisters of Notre Dame. Shop
for items such as bakery, jams and jellies, soups and salsa,
ceramics, wood carving, cards, soaps, plants and so much
more. Giveaways are awarded throughout the day. Enjoy a
hot beef lunch served by the Catholic Order of Foresters and
top off the day with a delicious piece of apple pie and
cinnamon ice cream. All proceeds support the School Sisters
of Notre Dame Central Pacific Province. If you have any
questions please contact Sister Monica Wagner at 507-3894231 or mlwagner@ssndcp.org. Visit our event page at:
http://www.ssndcp.org/craftfair-2017

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Sept 28 - General Meeting
Oct 11 - Living Rosary

Oct 12 - Planning Meeting
Oct 15 - Pancake Breakfast

2nd Annual Options For Women
Fundraising Gala
Sunday, October 1, 2017
Featured Speaker: Gianna Jessen
$50 per seat, Kato Entertainment Center
Social Hour: 5:00-6:00 pm | Elegant Dinner: 6:00 pm
To register online, email us at OptionsGala@gmail.com
or call 507-625-2229.
Send checks payable to Options for Women|Mankato
11 Civic Center Plaza, Suite 011, Mankato.
All guests must be pre-registered with their name (will
appear on your nametag), address, & phone.
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Finance Council Meeting
Holy Rosary, July 17, 2017 Minutes
The Holy Rosary Finance Council was called to order on
Monday, July 17, 2017, at 7:00 pm. The majority of the
members were in attendance. The meeting opened with prayer
that was led by Father. The minutes of March 27, 2017 meeting
were reviewed and approved as read.
Pastor’s Comments: Father began his comments by stating
that the parish concluded the 2016-2017 Fiscal Year in good
standing. The overall parish monies concluded in the positive by
some $65,000.00. In addition, the parish spent in repairs and
improvements nearly $35,000.00. So the parish pushed ahead
in terms of stewardship and capital improvements by nearly
$100,000.00.
When the Fiscal Year of 2016-2017 is compared to 20152016, we see some increases and decreases. The Offertory
Plate was almost identical, while the children’s offerings
increased from the previous year by nearly $1,000.00. The stole
fees for the reception of the sacraments saw an increase from
the previous year, particularly in the areas of Baptism, that
came to an additional $1,250.00. Interest/Dividends were also
up by $4,700.00. Miscellaneous Income increased by
$12,000.00. All the areas that were up came to about
$32,000.00. Father noted that the increase in stewardship from
the children and the sacraments is an indication of a higher
involvement of younger people which is extremely Good News.
On the other hand, there was a decrease in the Weekly
Offerings by some $64,000.00. Electronic Giving also saw a fall.
(This fall in e-giving was due in large part to switching
companies and the loss of revenue during the transition. As a
result of the change, the number of people participating has
increased as well as the revenue.) The number of e-givers has
gone up from 108 to now 147. Yet, the over-all short-fall came
to $76,800.00. Yet, if we subtract the increases in income from
the decreases, we are still left with a lower income from the
previous year of about $45,000.00, or about 7%. Participation
on the weekends and in the sacraments has increased in the
past year. Christmas time explains a large portion of this
revenue fall as both Christmas and New Year fell on the
weekend eliminating 6 liturgies alone. Among other factors,
perhaps most significant is that the Diocese has declared
bankruptcy, effecting stewardship to a smaller degree.
Father concluded that the start of the new Fiscal Year of
2017-2018 is off to a very strong start. In the past week alone,
37% of the Brick and Mortar goal for the church has been
received. The overall parish investments & holdings are strong.
Bookkeeper Report: Jim reviewed the end of the year
Income/Expense and spoke about some of the highlights of the
upcoming Financial Report that will be coming out. Jim also
reviewed the renters that are presently using our former
Catholic school facility. The total projected income for 20172018 was also presented. Rental fees were reviewed and
increased for gym use as they had not been updated for many
years. There was full consensus by the Finance Council.
Investment Report: Ryan Spaude from Eide Bailey
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reviewed both the parish investments and the recently
established Parish Endowments. Ryan also answered the
various questions of the Finance Council members. Some
$9,000.00 was made on the parish investments from March
through June. The endowment is also moving ahead financially.
Old Business: Hunt Property: The House has been
removed and the city of North Mankato allows 30 days for the
completion of the project. Neighbors have been expressing
their concerns at the length of the project and the unsightly
appearance. Land restoration will cost a total of $8,600.00. This
amount will come out of the parish general fund. Rectory
Sewer: The sewer from the rectory has been repaired/replaced
at a cost of $9,714.00. There is a concern that lead pipes are
presently still in existence for the drinking water and may need
to be replaced sometime in the future. No immediate plans are
in the work to do so at this time because of the cost. Brick and
Mortar Project: The Brick and Mortar project is nearly
completed. The company will need to return to finish up some
small areas on the west side of the church that were forgotten.
To date, $20,980.00 has been paid. The remaining amount will
be covered upon completion of the project.
New Business: South Façade of the School Building: New
air conditioners have been donated for the school offices. Many
of the present air-conditioners no longer are operational. The
cost to replace the panels where the former air-conditioners
exist is at the cost of $600.00. The cost to paint the exterior,
which is in bad shape will cost $3,200.00. The consensus of the
council was to proceed on this basic maintenance project.
Father accepted the recommendation of the Finance Council.
Church Roof Repair: A leak was found on one of the lower flat
roofs of the church. The cost to repair this roof will be at the
cost of $2,800.00. The full consensus of the council was to
proceed with this project. Father accepted the
recommendation of the Finance Council. Front Entrance/
Church Steps: Father asked the Finance Council if they feel we
are ready to take the first steps on this maintenance project.
The Finance Council expressed that many people feel the “curb
appeal” is lacking, the church steps are deteriorating and both
railings and lighting are a concern for our older members. The
council told Father that he should take the first steps to have a
rendering done to be reviewed by the Finance Council and the
other committees. After the project is reviewed a decision will
be made to proceed, raise the money and enact the project.
Father stated that he would speak to YHR in Moorhead in the
coming days.
There being no further business the meeting closed with
prayer. The next Finance Council meeting T.B.A.

Church of the Holy Family Fall Bazaar
The Church of the Holy Family in Silver Lake invites you to
their annual Fall Bazaar on Sunday, October 1st There will be a
Polka Mass at 10:00 am, a pork chop and bologna dinner, kids
games and pumpkin decorating, and bingo, pull tabs,
refreshments and a huge country store under the tent. Take
outs are available.

