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NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“Meanwhile the boat, already a few miles offshore, was
being tossed about by the waves, for the wind was against
it. During the fourth watch of the night, he came toward
them, walking on the sea. When the disciples saw Him
walking on the sea they were terrified. ‘It is a ghost,’ they
said, and they cried out in fear. At once Jesus spoke to
them, ‘Take courage, it is I; do not be afraid.’”
- St. Matthew

What are you AFRAID of? Are you afraid,
of, say, eating an apple? “Of course not!” you
say. How about eating a bruised or blemished
apple? Would you eat an apple that has
become a bed and breakfast for bugs? Would
you eat an apple that has been bitten into by
a squirrel? Would you eat an apple that is
banged up and laying beneath the tree? Why
would you not eat those apples? Are you scared of eating
something that has weathered the “storms” of Mother Nature?
Today is Wednesday and we are having a bit of “stormy”
weather of sorts, as it has been steadily raining all day.
(Thunderstorms are in the forecast for later today.) It is amazing
what a difference a day makes. Yesterday, when I headed to the
western part of our fair state to visit my parents, it was a “perfect
day”. The sun was shining. The temperature was in the 70’s! It
was just great. So, my Mother and I headed out for a drive and
ended up stopping at the farm to pick some of her flowers for her
room as well as to pick a few of the first apples that are beginning
to drop their fruit.
I have a picture of one of the apples I picked yesterday. Last
night, I cut another one of the apples open and it was half rotted.
I cut away what was bad and ate the rest. Gross? Not exactly. It
actually was a good tasting apple that remained. What is my
point? Someone once told me that the ripest and the best tasting
apples are often the ones that the furry, feathered and fine little
creatures find before we do as humans. Perhaps it is nature’s
keen sense of smell or other senses, but the members of Mother
Nature seem to know best, and find the best fruit that is out
there. If you wash or cut away what they have eaten or have
made their home, you might find yourself tasting some of the
best fruit you have ever had.
What I just wrote sounds incredibly strange in a society and
culture that chucks out around ONE-THIRD of all consumable
food on the planet. This amounts to 1,600,000,000 (billion)
TONS!!! We throw out, in the trash, $1,000,000,000,000.00 (one
trillion dollars). Half of what we throw out are fresh fruits and
vegetables. Since we live in what agronomists refer to as
“BLEMISH FREE PRODUCE”, even thinking about picking up a
“buggy” apple, much less a “blemished” apple, is beyond our
belief system. Yet, so much of the fruits and vegetables look
beautiful, but taste unripe or flavorless.
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But, if in a some-what spoiled apple one can find a few
wonderful bites, in the “storms of life” could there also be found
some “bite-size” wholeness & holiness? For most, the spiritual
response to this question is the same as the physical response to
a soiled or spoiled apple, “NO!” But today’s readings try to
redirect our way of thinking into seeing the spiritual fruits in the
storms of life. The Spirit of God and the Savior Himself is working
in and through us at those times, more so perhaps than when
our days are super and we don’t have a single care in the world.
Think about it for a moment! How often, when our life
“goes south” and the “storms of life” take over, we feel that
God has deserted us? This weekend’s readings for the 19th
Sunday in Ordinary Time remind us that, even when our life is
anything but “BLEMISH FREE” and we are “BATTLING SOME BAD
AND FIERCE STORMS”, God is more present with us in ways we
cannot know or imagine. But our feeling of abandonment is not
unfounded. For in the storms of life, Christ is not shouting to let
us know that He is there. Rather, during life’s storms, the spiritual
challenge is that we need to look and listen more intently on
God’s miraculous presence in our life.
In the First Reading from the First Book of Kings, Elijah is
waiting out a natural storm in a cave. God has told the prophet
that He will be passing by him. But God does not reveal Himself
in a big or bold way through extreme winds or earthquakes or
even extremely hot fire. No, the Good News is that God reveals
Himself to the prophet Elijah through an almost inaudible
whispering sound in the midst of this natural storm. The Good
News of the First Reading reminds us that God is with us in the
storms of life, but in a small, subtle, and sometimes almost
silent, way.
In the Gospel from St. Matthew, the apostles are in the boat
during a storm that included strong winds. In their human state
they did not expect to see or feel God’s presence in the midst of
this natural storm. Even when they are witnesses to a miracle, as
they see Jesus walking on the water, they misinterpret the
miracle and claim it is a ghost rather than the Son of God! St.
Matthew reminds us of the Good News that Jesus is the
Messiah, for the One who created nature is also in control of
nature. St. Matthew (like the first reading) reminds us also of
the Good News, that, in the storms of life, God is still there with
us, in quiet, subtle, and even miraculous ways, from an almost
silent speech (like a whisper) to strolling on top of the sea.
Every time we come to the Holy Eucharist, it is a quiet place
of spiritual refuge in which we can walk in and, through song and
speech, speak to God spiritually, in the midst of our stormy life.
Through the Blessed Sacrament that is reserved and through the
consecration, Christ also quietly speaks to us through the
scriptures and the sacraments, reminding us that He is walking
with us on this stormy journey of life in order that we may share
one day with Him, in everlasting life. (*Don’t forget to spiritually
prioritize the Holy Day of OBLIGATION this week!) Happy
Summer! (What is left of it!)
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Holy Day of Obligation Masses
(Monday and Tuesday!)

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$7,452.00
Electronic Giving
$2,950.88
Youth Giving
$66.11
Loose Plate
$347.12
Weekly Offering Total

$10,816.11

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

“Bridging the Gap”
needed in August 2017
Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$0.00
$2,543.52
$13,359.63

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Stewardship Of Gratitude
It seems that combining the first and the second
collections together in one collection appears to be
working very well. I will continue to remind you before
Mass of the particular need that weekend. Many of
these collections are universal collections or Diocesan
collections. We are also blessed that we have not had to
request from the faithful an “actual” second collection
for our stewardship program of “Bridging the Gap”, as
we have been able to stay above our weekly budgeted
needs of the $10,200.00 mark. Thank you for that. As we
move forward through the month of August and into
September, we really ask for your support on or around
the Labor Day weekend. We fell noticeably short last
year as many people are travelling one last time before
the school year starts. If you are going to be away and
you are not “yet” an e-giver, please consider dropping
off your stewardship through the mail or the collection,
or drop it off at the Parish Center. Let us see how long
we can avoid doing this “Bridging the Gap” stewardship
campaign! How about the entire fiscal year? Thank you
for your generosity and gifts!

How much do you love your mother?
Hopefully you love her enough that you
would honor her at the time of her birthday,
Mother’s Day or Christmas. While your
mother is only a mortal creature, she did
bring you into this world and for that reality
we will always be grateful. How much do you love the Mother
of the Lord? Do you love her enough to acknowledge her
return to heaven out of her only begotten Son’s love for her,
both body and soul? If we love the Lord, we must also love His
family, namely the Blessed Mother who is also the patroness
of our parish of Holy Rosary! As we prioritize our life around
sports, school, social events and the serious labor that we do;
should we not also do so as Roman Catholics, when it comes to
the practice of the sacraments and the holy days? Three
Masses will be offered for the Assumption of Mary beginning
on Monday, August 14th, at 5:15 pm and on Tuesday
morning, August 15th, at 8:30 am and again that evening at
5:15 pm. Mary, Queen of the Assumption, pray for us.

Raffle Ticket Prizes – Coming In
Thank you to all of you who have already responded for
our first appeal for our Raffle Ticket prizes. We have had a very
good start, as we have taken in over $800.00 for our Raffle
Ticket. Keep it coming! You are welcome to drop off a check
(we accept cash, but prefer a check for safer record keeping) as
we work again to building a ticket with both cash prizes as well
as new quality items. If you have any questions, please call Jim
at the Parish Office. Thank you! We have the making of another
great November Fest as we have had in the past 2 years!

Need a Home Visit?
This past week, I met with Fr.
Paul to review all of the parishioners
we have in Health Care Centers and
who are homebound. We feel we
have visited or contacted all by
phone in the last few months.
If you know of a neighbor or friend who I should
contact, please give me a call at 507-388-4932. Fr. Paul or I
will be happy to follow up with a call or visit.
Thanks for helping to keep our parish homebound list
up-to-date.
-Lorraine, Sick & Homebound Ministry Coordinator

New Location Open House
Please join Options for Women | Mankato between 1 pm &
3 pm on Sun., Aug. 20th, at their new location - 11 Civic Center
Plaza, Suite 011. Free parking is available in the 2nd street &
Cherry Street ramps. Enter under the black Brett’s Building
awning & take the elevator down to Suite 011 (lower level). See
the new center & the exciting things happening!

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org

Page 3

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The Week Ahead
Sunday, August 13: The 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

AUGUST 13, 2017

August 14th - 15th, 2017
ASSUMPTIONS OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

11:15 am – Baptism

Monday, August 14: Saint Maximilian Kolbe, Priest
and Martyr
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Ivan & Jackie Baumgartner†
*5:15 pm – Vigil Mass for the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) -Lucas Carruth†

Tuesday, August 15: The Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION)
8:05 am – Rosary
*8:30 am – Mass for the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) -Bertha Theuninck†
*5:15 pm – Mass for the Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary (Holy Day of Obligation) -People of the Parish

Wednesday, August 16: Weekday (St. Stephen of Hungary)
9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul) - Lorraine Mauer†
4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Mtg. (Fr. Paul attends)
7:00 pm – Pre-Baptism Class (Church)
*please call the parish office to register for this class

Thursday, August 17: Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Bill & Dolores Zoelle†

Friday, August 18: Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Deceased Members of the
Gordy & Terri Compton Family
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
7:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)

Saturday, August 19: Weekday (Saint John Eudes, Priest)
9:00 am
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm

– November Fest Canning Party (Church kitchen)
– Sacrament of Reconciliation
– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish

Sunday, August 20: The 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - John Klaseus†
– Rosary
– Mass - Luciana Hill†

Baptism
Our prayers & best wishes go out to Jacob Molitor on the
occasion of the Baptism of his daughter, Ambria Kristine, who
will be baptized following this Sunday’s 10:00 am Mass. May
Ambria’s Baptism be the beginning of a life-long relationship
with Christ & His bride, the Church! God bless you on this most
joyful occasion!
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Lectors:
Aug. 14, 5:15 pm
Aug. 15, 8:30 am
Aug. 15, 5:15 pm

Cathy Neve
Jim Theuninck
JoAnn Borchert

Eucharistic Ministers:
Aug. 14, 5:15 pm Jane Younge, Brenda Voracek
Aug. 15, 8:30 am Kristin Cain, Darlene Schorn
Aug. 15, 5:15 pm Pat & Wanda Hull
Altar Servers:
Aug. 14, 5:15 pm
Aug. 15, 8:30 am
Aug. 15, 5:15 pm

James Younge, Anna Voracek,
James Voracek (C/B/B)
Timothy Cain
Jonathan Hull, Matthew Helget,
Jazzlynn Flynn (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
Aug. 14, 5:15 pm Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski
Aug. 15, 8:30 am Gordy & Terri Compton
Aug. 15, 5:15 pm John & Donna Wolf
Ushers:
Aug. 14, 5:15 pm
Aug. 15, 8:30 am
Aug. 15, 5:15 pm

Music Ministry:
Aug. 14, 5:15 pm
Aug. 15, 8:30 am
Aug. 15, 5:15 pm

Gary Wintheiser,
Karen Winters, Paul Stevens,
Mark Weingartz (Head Usher)
Paul Harguth, Bill Fasnacht,
Mary & Gary Zellmer (Head Usher)
Frank & Tony Weber,
Chris Sturm,
Doug Helget (Head Usher)
Tom Bachmann/Jeanne Makela
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Tom Bachmann/Janelle Campeau

Attention Altar Servers & Parents
We have been experiencing some liturgical difficulties
due to absent altar servers. This ministry is vital to the
liturgy of the Mass. If you are scheduled to serve and are
not able, please find a sub. The list of servers is always
enclosed with the ministry schedule. If you are unable to
find a sub for yourself, please call Lorraine at 388-4932.
Thank you.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“I did my job. I will continue to do my job.”
- Pope Francis
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Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Jim Theuninck
Linda Olson
Jennifer Spaude

10:00 am

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper
8:00 am
Tom Stierlen Family
10:00 am Roger & Mary Mueller

8:00 am

Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
Rebecca Gruenes, Mary Clare Wyrowski,
Nicole Hull, Brenda Voracek,
Pat & Wanda Hull
8:00 am
Bernie Bastian, Gene Brandt,
Arlyce Anderson, Margaret Ayers,
Gerry & Linda Hiniker
10:00 am Brent Friedrichs, Dennis Haga,
Darlene Schorn, Sherry Henrickson,
Curt & Donna Stanke
Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
Reid, Riley, & Rayna Gruenes
8:00 am
Ben Ellingworth, Lauren Cahalan,
Joseph Cullen (C/B/B)
10:00 am Andrew Kohrs, Elaine Adams,
Zachary Chelstrom (C/B/B)

Ushers:
5:00 pm

AUGUST 13, 2017

Marilyn Harvey, Rich Boruff, Rosela Jewison, Evelyn
Anderson, Cletus Goettl, Rita Jones, Judy LaPoint, Jim Haack,
Laverne Reichel, Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Charles Ulman
Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932

For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Scott & Sonja Kremer
Richard & Lisa Inman
Margaret Ayers
Patty Gooler
Teresa Vetter
Dennis & Vicki Huettl
Anthony Anderson

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain

Paul Stevens, Tom Rheaume,
Gary Wintheiser, Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Chris Sturm, Paul Harguth,
Dean & Nicholas Cullen
John Jagerson, Glenn Verschelde,
Isaac & Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm
Eileen Wadekamper
8:00 am
Elmer Heirigs
10:00 am Donna Wolf

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Stanley & Elizabeth Wyrowski
We have concluded all requested intentions for our
Sanctuary Light. If you have a special intention you would
like to request, please call the parish office at 387-6501.

This Week’s Readings

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
Cindy Gawrych/Jeanne Makela
8:00 am
Corinne Ort/Jeanne Makela
10:00 am Faith Kodet/Vicki Galli
Money Counters - August 2017: John Wolf,
Arlyce Anderson, Helen Anderson, Donna Wolf
Bulletin Folders - August 2017: Mary Bliss, Barb
Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend

Mon: Dt 10:12-22/Mt 17:22-27
Tues: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2/1 Cor 15:54b-57/Lk 11:27-28
Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/1 Cor 15:20-27/Lk 1:39-56
Wed: Dt 34:1-12/Mt 18:15-20
Thurs:
Fri:
Jos 24:1-13/Mt 19:3-12
Sat:
Jos 24:14-29/Mt 19:13-15
Sun:
Is 56:1, 6-7/Rom 11:13-15, 29-32/Mt 15:21-28
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Stewardship Corner
Enrollment information: Visit the LCS website and
schedule family tours at your convenience throughout the
summer. Questions? Call 507-388-0600.
Save the Dates
 All School Round Up Thursday, August 17, 6:30-8pm
 Classroom meetings K-6, orientation gr 7-10, College
Night for juniors/seniors
 Day One Celebration/K-12 First day of school
Wednesday, August 23
 Back to School Mass with Bishop LeVoir, Friday,
September 1, 10:30am. All are welcome!
 Loyola Homecoming September 29
Did you know? Loyola has added a new feature to our
PS program: Preschool Plus, an extended day program
giving our preschoolers in morning classes the option of
staying at Loyola until the end of the day. Inquire about
openings!
August 14-17 is staff retreat week, with new staff
orientation and Virtus training on Monday, and all staff
meetings for prayer and planning on Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday.
Fall sports begin the week of August 14: boys and
girls soccer, football, cross country, volleyball, and junior
high football and volleyball teams will meet for practice.
Did you know? In the fall of 1865 three School Sisters
of Notre Dame and a Postulant arrived at SSPP parish,
opening the first Catholic school in southern Minnesota.

Good Counsel Learning Center's
50th Anniversary
All are invited to a Celebration of Thanks for the Good
Counsel Learning Center's 50th anniversary Sunday, August
20th, from 2:00 pm to 3:30 pm. We are honoring Sr. Mary
Donald Miller who founded the Learning Center in 1967 with a
short program followed by ice cream and cookies. Enjoy visiting
past & present students, families & friends in the Conference
Center at 170 Good Counsel Drive. Everyone is welcome!

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Are you new to the area or would
like to join Holy Rosary parish? Just
go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download
the registration forms to fill out. You
can also simply send us your contact
information via an easy-to-use form
and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come join
our growing Holy Rosary parish family!
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$6,648.35
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

TBA

$0.00
$205,014.00
$6,648.35
$284,735.00

We are taking our first steps up the mountains of
stewardship in these three stewardship mountain
ranges, from the Diocesan work to the disciplines of
Catholic education. Last week the parish paid out our
first July payment to the Diocese of New Ulm of
$6,648.35. Thank you for your gifts!

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
RECEIVED: $10,975.42
Thank you for your generosity last week as we took up
our monthly collection for the ECHO Food Shelf. Your
generous response brought in a few dollars shy of $600.00
or exactly $591.52. This brings us up to nearly $11,000.00
this year, or about $1,500.00 a month, or about $375.00 a
week, to our local food shelf to feed the poor. This amount
of stewardship is most honorable. Thank you so much for
your gifts.

2017 MAINTENANCE & MORTAR PROJECT
RECEIVED: $26,113.15 ● GOAL: $30,000.00
We are inching ever closer to completing this important
maintenance project. We may attempt (if needed) one final
push to complete this project in the weeks ahead to bring
this fund-raiser to closure. Thank you for your great
generosity. God bless you!

River of Life Prayer Group
River of Life is a group dedicated to prayer, worship,
praise and renewal by the power of Holy Spirit. These
ecumenical, charismatic prayer meetings are held every first
and third Friday from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm in the Holy Rosary
School building, First Floor (546 Grant Avenue, North
Mankato). ALL ARE WELCOME. For more information
contact Darlene Schorn, Communications Coordinator, at
jdschorn@hickorytech.net or 507-345-8667.
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November Fest News – Sunday,
November 12, 2017!

New Theme for the New Year!
I’m excited to share with you that the theme of this
year’s Religious Education Program is “The Mass: It’s
meaning & importance in our lives.” Monthly lessons at all
grade levels will be focused around the theme throughout
the year. Religious Education is about all of us, as members
of the Church, learning, witnessing, & growing in our faith
together, and especially attending the Holy Mass together.
Wednesday Night Simple Meals for ALL Parishioners
New this year is an opportunity for intergenerational
faith and community building as we will serve free will
offering meals each week before classes in the school
cafeteria. These simple meals will be offered not only to our
Religious Education families but to anyone in the parish!
What a great way to build community! We will serve from
5:00 pm - 7:15 pm.
Open House for ALL Grades to Begin our School Year!
We will begin our school year with an
Open House night for ALL grade levels. This
will be held on Sept. 20th from 5:00 pm –
7:30 pm. The evening will provide an opportunity for you to
eat a simple supper, visit your child’s classroom, introduce
yourself to your child’s teacher and to tour the building. We
had open house last year with our elementary students and
had near 100% participation! What a great tribute to our
families and their dedication to Religious Education.
Catechist Update
We are in need of catechists at various grade levels
including the Nursery, Sunday School, 2nd grade (2) , 5th
grade (1), 8th grade (2), & 9th grade (2). Last year, we had
several people sign up to work in each the nursery & to
teach Sunday School. We were able to put together a
rotating schedule that allowed each teacher to be “on” only
one or two Sundays a month. It worked out very well. Each
of those opportunities are during the 10:00 am Mass on
Sunday mornings. Classes for elementary grades meet each
week from 6:00 pm - 7:10 pm. Last year, we also had
parents sign up to be helpers in the classroom. Classes for
the jr/sr high grades meet every other week from 7:00 pm 8:30 pm. Teacher training & lesson plans are provided.
Registration for Fall Classes has Begun!
Online registration for Religious Education classes at
Holy Rosary is open at holyrosarynorthmankato.com. Click
on “We Share.” If you are a member of the parish, you will
also receive a paper registration information in the mail in
the coming week. If you have questions, please contact
Cathy at 345-6765 or nevec@hickorytech.net

Raffle: Our 3rd annual November Fest
is now only 13 weeks away. Since we
started collecting raffle items 2 weeks ago,
we have already been blessed with a decent
amount of cash and quality prizes. We do
hope to collect at least the same number of
prizes as last year (101) and we are well on
our way. We do need all items and cash
donations to the parish office by September
20th at 12:00pm in order to get our raffle
ticket to the printer in a timely fashion. To
make it easier, you may also turn in the raffle envelope the
weekend collection basket or simply write a check and put “Fall
Festival” in the memo line. Thank you to those who have
donated so far! We sincerely appreciate your generosity!
Grandma's Attic: We have collected some wonderful
items for our Grandma’s Attic, Christmas Shoppe and the Silent
Auction. You may donate your items anytime between now
and early November.
As you are housecleaning and
downsizing, please consider donating your quality items
now. We would like to have all of these donations no later
than the first weekend of November. It is very difficult to
accept donations the week of November Fest with so many
additional festival preparations to be completed. Please
remember we are unable to accept any items with a power
cord and we are not accepting clothing for this event.
Country Store Canning Party: Our canning party is
scheduled for next weekend, August 19th at 9:00 am in the
church basement kitchen. A fun time was had by all attendees
last year and it was a great way to meet fellow parishioners. If
you have never canned before, that is okay. We would still
love to have you join us to learn how to can and, most
importantly, for fellowship. All are welcome! If you have any
mason jars to donate, please bring them to the parish office by
5:00 pm on Tuesday, August 15th, or you may bring clean/
sterilized jars to the “party.” We would also welcome any
donations of tomatoes and canning pickles. You may bring
them to the parish office by 5:00 pm on Friday, August 18th or
the day of the party.
Committee Meeting: Our next November Fest meeting
will be held on Monday, August 21st at 7:00 pm in the church
basement. We hope you consider attending and help to
provide the committee with your creative ideas that will make
this festival the best yet. You may also contact Rachel Helget
at 507-381-7077 or helget18@gmail.com with any questions,
concerns or ideas. Thank you!

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Aug. 24 - General Meeting
Aug. 26-27 - State KC Softball Tournament (Mankato)
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Holy Rosary Pastoral Council Minutes
July 24th, 2017
Lower Church Social Hall
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm. Father led
the Pastoral Council meeting with prayer. Nearly all of the
members of the Pastoral Council were in attendance. The
previous minutes of March 23rd were approved as read.
Pastor’s Report: Father reported on the various areas
of finances, faith formation, fixing things up and, in general,
the family of faith of Holy Rosary. In terms of finances, the
parish again concluded in the black. The margin of profit is
the largest since Father arrived 3 years ago. The parish
endowment has now been established with the assets
standing at the present time of slightly more than
$106,000.00. Parish offerings decreased due, in part, to the
calendar, as 6 Masses were lost at Christmas time alone as
the holy days fell on Sunday. Some on the Finance and
parish leadership feel the findings of the Diocese and the
fiscal decision to declare bankruptcy has perhaps affected
the spiritual morale of some members. Father is working
on implementing a program entitled “Bridging the Gap”,
monitoring the weekly offering. The parish also paid ahead
on the work of the exterior of the church that had not been
budgeted for 2016-2017. Overall, with improvements and
stewardship, the parish pushed forward around
$100,000.00. Father expressed pleasure with the progress
in our Religious Education program. Father noted that the
stewardship of our young people increased by more than
$1,000.00. The amount itself is not as significant as the fact
that this is a sign that the programs and the participation of
the youth at various times on the weekend is working.
More work needs to be done to get our younger families
more involved in the life of the church. In terms of “fixing
and repairing”, the former Hunt house is finally gone with
the final work to be completed in the near future. The
exterior brick and mortar work of the church is nearly
completed. Nearly all of the money has been raised and
paid out on this project that will cost around $30,000.00.
This was a necessary and important project for the parish.
The sewer in the rectory has been repaired. Father has
taken on the task himself of cleaning and painting the
rectory basement in his spare time. The cost of the sewer
work was around $10,000.00. This project had not been
budgeted, but was already paid out as well. Plans are also
in the works to repair the windows, screens, caulk and
paint the south side of the school. The Finance Council was
supportive of this project. In terms of celebrating the faith,
a number of the members of the Worship Committee spent
a day organizing, sorting and cleaning the various storage
areas of church with liturgical decorations and items that
had not been addressed in many years. New banners and
permanent flowers are being added to the sanctuary this
summer. The Worship Committee resumes in September.
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Father concluded by thanking the Knights of Columbus and
the C.C.W. for all of their efforts to benefit the mission of
Holy Rosary and the spread of the gospel.
Committee Reports: (*Highlights)
C.C.W.: The May events were well attended. At the
end of the school year a Mass and meal was held. The
annual rummage sale was held with a good response both
through donations and shoppers. In June the Holy Rosary
C.C.W. is scheduled to host the monthly birthday party for
the School Sisters on the hill. Holy Rosary provided 3 cakes
as well as entertainment for the elderly nuns. There is still a
need for a Vice-President as well as a Historian for C.C.W.
C.C.W. has asked the Parish Office to sell “Fair Trade”
chocolates and coffee during office hours. Another year of
activities and work is being planned for the new year of
2017-2018.
Education Committee: The Holy Rosary Education
Committee held their last meeting on Thursday, May 11th.
Cathy felt that the religious education year went very well.
Registration forms for the coming year will be sent out on
the week of August 1st. Online registration will also be
available at this time. Vacation Bible was more successful
this year than ever. There were 40 students in attendance
and 30 volunteers that assisted with the program this past
June. The religious education program is piloting a new
Diocesan curriculum this year that will fit very well with our
educational goals for our faith formation program. The
theme for this year’s religious education classes will be
“The Mass”. There will be lessons at each grade level
regarding the Mass. Student Masses will continue two
times for each grade group as was done last year. (*Since
the meeting was held, Father will be having a “Teaching
Mass” where Mass is celebrated and explained. Parents will
be asked to attend. Father will also be explaining for any
parishioners who want to know, a thorough explanation of
the mural that several people have asked Father to explain
at a weekend Mass. Father feels this would be more
appropriate to do at the time of the teaching Mass.)
Elementary classes will be held WEEKLY THIS YEAR, while
the high school will continue to have formal classes every
other week. On the opposite week of class, the HIGH
SCHOOL IS BEING STRONGLY ENCOURAGED TO RETURN TO
HOLY ROSARY FOR YOUTH ACTIVITIES WITH OUR YOUTH
DIRECTOR, TRACIE MEADOWS, WHO WE HAVE HIRED AS
OUR NEWEST MEMBER OF THE PARISH STAFF. In addition
to expanding our youth program, this year on Wednesday
evenings the details are being worked out to start weekly a
“SIMPLE SUPPER”. These suppers are not simply for our
young people or their families, but for ALL PARISHIONERS
TO BUILD PARISH COMMUNITY AND ALSO AS A TIME TO
SHARE THE FAITH. Many of us grew up in homes where the
faith was discussed around the dinner table. Come either
as a family or come as an individual. All are welcome. There
will be NO CHARGE, but we simply ask for a free-will
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offering to cover the cost of the meal. Bibles will BE GIVEN
this year to students at several of the grade levels. The
“Blaze” program will be further developed this year with
our high school students that involves fellowship, faith
sharing and Eucharistic Adoration. ALL CONFIRMATION
STUDENTS WILL BE REQUIRED THIS YEAR TO PARTICIPATE
IN THIS PROGRAM TO ENSURE THE CONTINUATION OF THE
PRACTICE OF THE FAITH AND ATTENDANCE AT MASS
FOLLOWING THE RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENT. Cathy is
looking forward to another year after the summer break!
Finance Council: (*Refer to Father’s comments.)
Knights of Columbus: The State 4th Degree
Exemplification was held at Holy Rosary with the initiation
of 1st-3rd degree. 5-6 new members joined the local K of C
council. Volunteer work is being done by the Knights for
people in the community who are in need. The Knights
supported the Blood Drive that was held at Holy Rosary
with 54 units collected and 11 double units. Fireworks will
be sold this year on the edge of N. Mankato. Bingo will be
held at the Mankato Fun Days. Some of the Knights
proceeds are going to be donated to ECHO Food Shelf.
Tents are still being set up. They are hosting the State
Baseball Tournament. Social Concerns: Social Concerns
worked on the annual spring Anointing Mass with a very
strong attendance. A potluck followed with many
attending. Switching to cash versus food items has worked
well and the ECHO Food Shelf is grateful to the generosity
of Holy Rosary in serving the needs of the poor in our local
community. The committee will be discussing “Connections
Ministry” which is an interdenominational program to
house and help the homeless in our community. Another
ministry’s fair is being planned which affirms those serving
in ministry as well as to encourage more of the faithful to
become involved.
Worship Committee: Lector training will begin this fall.
Business:
Evangelization of Small Communities: The Pastoral
Council has been discussing how to approach the pastoral
task of making our parish more community centered and
not simply a church where we receive the sacraments and
leave until the next time that we return on the weekend. A
parish is one large community that holds its strength in
smaller, faith-filled communities where people know one
another. More than a 100 households have joined Holy
Rosary in the past 3 years. Father, asked the input of taking
the first step of finding out who we all have and to publish
a new directory, forming the small communities by 20182019. The Pastoral Council provided over-whelming
support stating that the need for a new directory was
clearly evident as it had been some 6-8 years ago that the
last directory had been published. Father was also thinking
about including the publishing of a revised parish history
along with the directory that would be illustrated. It was
agreed that the directory would not contain pictures of
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committees, catechists, etc. as the membership changes
from year to year. More details on planning a directory
committee will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead.
Church Entrance: Father shared a preliminary,
complimentary drawing from the architectural design firm
YHR, who has done a number of projects in the Diocese of
New Ulm, including the new Diocesan Pastoral Center. The
members of the Pastoral Council supported the project
based on the principles of: 1.) Improved curb appeal, 2.)
Safety, 3.) Welcoming. The Pastoral Council felt there
would be strong support to replace the deteriorating steps,
replace railings that are more ornamental than practical
and bring things up to code. The Pastoral Council realizes
that this would mean that Holy Rosary would not build a
“gathering space” in the future, but believe that the
support would not be there for such a massive project.
However, as the first steps are taken to put together a
drawing for review by the committees and the faithful, the
Pastoral Council (as well as the Finance and Worship
Committees) requested that the project would include
some key elements, including strong consideration for: 1.)
Heated steps to prevent ice and falling, 2.) Improved
lighting for evening services, 3.) Railings that go straight
down and are up to code, 4.) A larger upper platform by the
front doors so there is more space to stand before
descending/ascending the stairs, 5.) Consideration to
return the original wooden doors to the front entrance or
to re-create new doors that appear like the original doors
(*There have been multiple problems with the installed
metal doors.), 6.) An updated church sign that could be
electronic advertising various parish events and activities.
Father told the committee that these and other points
would be brought forward as all of the committees
universally supported taking the first steps to draw up
plans to be presented to the people for consideration. All
agreed that the front steps need serious work.
Community Meal: Lisa Phillips brought up that, in
conjunction with the Religious Education classes, the parish
would be hosting a “Community Meal” on Wednesday for
any member of Holy Rosary parish. The meal would help
parents who do not have time to prepare a hot meal and
manage to get their family to religious education. The meal
is not simply for young families and students, but also for
anyone in the parish. It is designed to help build community
and to cross generational lines. A free-will offering will be
taken, simply to break even on the project and not to be
seen as a money-making or fund-raising project. Lisa would
prepare the meals in the newly remodeled school kitchen
along with, perhaps, some volunteers. The Pastoral Council
felt this was a very good idea and supported the project
whole-heartedly.
The meeting closed with prayer. The next scheduled
Pastoral Council meeting T.B.A.

