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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant
searching for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great
price, he goes & sells all he has & buys it.” - St. Matthew

Although I have now passed the
3-year-mark at Holy Rosary, I suspect that
I was not in this parish much more than
3-weeks when I was approached by a
parishioner after Mass. She asked me
how long I was planning to write a pastor’s column in the
bulletin. Specifically, she was wondering (really assuming) when I
would stop writing these columns. As I look back on that brief
encounter, I think I became a little defensive, by answering her
question, with a question. “Why are you asking?” was my reply.
“Oh”, this parishioner responded, “I really enjoy reading the
bulletin and I hope that you might continue writing these well
into the future.” I assured her I had been writing these since I
became a pastor back in August of 1990!
My defensiveness comes out of my pastoral history. In one
of my more challenging pastorates, a group expressed to (then)
Bishop Nienstedt, that among other things, they did not like my
Pastor’s comments, adding that no one has the time or desire to
read what “he” writes each week. The Bishop commented that
he knew a priest in Detroit who wrote far more in his pastor’s
column, perhaps double what I had written. The Bishop said that
problem was easily solved. If you don’t like his weekly comments
or bulletin, then don’t read it. That ended that.
I mention this very column and the likes and dislikes,
because, in truth, I don’t have to write a column. I will also tell
you it does take a chunk of my Wednesdays to compose it, to
edit it, to revise it, to find the graphic and to finally proof for the
Thursday morning deadline, not to mention the many other
articles I write each week for this publication. I do it out of
pastoral service and I have heard far more positive than negative
comments over the years. (In fact, that incident nearly 2 decades
ago was really one of the only complaints I have heard.) For many
of our older and home-bound parishioners, there is comfort in
reading and growing spiritually from the bulletin. One older
parishioner from Holy Rosary told me something that I will never
forget. “Father, your column that you write is really the only
personal letter I get from anyone.” So I keep writing these articles
week-in and week-out, year-in and year-out.
When I was a student, I strived for straight A’s. When I
worked on the farm, from painting the barn to pulling weeds, I
tried to do my very best. Since I have been a priest & pastor, I
have tried to give 100%. I always held (from a strong European
work ethic) that, if you gave it your all, you would be successful in
whatever you did in life. Yet, I have painfully found out, as a
pastor, that giving 100% is neither always wanted nor accepted
by many people, including those who practice the Christian faith.
For the philosophy of giving it “your all” in life is fading in our
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fair land. For, rather than giving 100%, many folks today might
consciously or unconsciously say; “WELL, HALF-WAY AIN’T HALF
BAD.” When the label “perfect” has become more of a criticism
rather than a compliment; when Congress and the Senate seem
more concerned about “recess” rather than “reforming” and the
re-writing of laws; when workmanship becomes weak; when the
dental office has to call and remind you of your appointment as
so many forget or find some reason not to come; when police
need to be present in our schools because parents are not
putting forth basic family values at home; these and so many
other examples are signs that so many have come to adopt and
believe that well….give me a break…HALF-WAY AIN’T HALF BAD.
(*FYI: “Ain’t” is not a word!)
In today’s readings, we read about good people and the Son
of God Himself, and that the Good News is “GOING ALL THE
WAY”, NOT “HALF-WAY”. In the First Reading from the Book of
Kings, the Lord appears to Solomon in a dream. Like a genie
coming out of a bottle, Solomon is granted whatever he wishes,
but he does not ask for money, power, fame or honor. Instead
he goes all the way, 100%, and asks for “wisdom”. For, when one
has spiritual wisdom, all the rest of those earthly desires will
follow. In the Second Reading from St. Paul, the saint begins by
reminding us of the 100% response of things that occur in our life
come together when we are rooted in God. For St. Paul writes:
“…We all know that all things work for the good of those who
love God”. Finally, in the gospel, from finding buried treasure, to
a precious pearl, to throwing a net into the fresh waters of the
Sea of Galilee, all these tiny parables tell a BIG piece of Good
News that, if we are to one day experience heaven and the
Kingdom, we cannot be a part-time Christian or Catholic, but
must give it 100%.
As the way “society” goes, so goes the “spiritual” life. If half
of our congregation showed up next Sunday, I would be
pastorally pretty happy. Yet, I know of some other Christian
churches that are not Catholic that would be “ecstatic”. Because
many feel today, “Half-way ain’t half bad”. Today, those who
come to Mass come sometimes “very casually dressed”, maybe
being more ready for bed than being ready to receive the
Blessed Sacrament. But many will say: “Just be happy that they
showed up in church”, because “Half-way ain’t half bad”. Many
Catholic and Christian homes do precious little praying except for
“maybe” a prayer before a meal. If all a family prays in the home
is a meal prayer, many might say; “Well, better that they pray
something than nothing at all.” This is because, “Half-way ain’t
half bad”.
When Christ died on the cross on that First Good Friday, He
did not sacrifice a part of Himself, but rather His total BODY and
BLOOD, 100%; His whole being that He might save us from our
sins. If the Son of God had to give Himself up 100% to a
gruesome suffering and sacrificing His life on the cross so that we
might see the Kingdom of God, why would we think, in 2017,
that we need to only come half-way or less in our spiritual life to
gain the Kingdom of God? See you in church! Keep praying!
Happy summer!
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Ending Most of the “Second Collections”

Stewardship of Gratitude
Our Gifts to God & Holy Rosary
Adult Contributions
$8,699.00
Electronic Giving
$1,729.58
Youth Giving
$43.50
Loose Plate
$269.03
Weekly Offering Total

$10,741.11

Weekly offering goal is set at $10,200.00

“Bridging the Gap”
needed in July 2017
Additional Weekly Income
Grand Total

$0.00
$3,174.50
$13,915.61

Total weekly stewardship goal is set at $13,000.00

Thanks for your gifts of gratitude to God!!!

Stewardship Of Gratitude
We are having a very good start to our new Fiscal
Year of 2017-2018. We are still ahead at this time for our
budgeted needs; so it appears that there will be NO
second collections for the month of July! How about
that! Please take note of the articles that were also
published in last week’s bulletins regarding the
combining of the “First” and “Second” collections as well
as the, potential, first of the month “Bridging the Gap”
stewardship program that has been implemented at the
start of this new fiscal year. It is the stewardship hope
that we will again conclude next June in the positive.

Outdoor Mass is Coming!
Please make sure to mark your
calendars for Sunday, Sept. 17th at
10:00 am in Wheeler Park. It would be
good if you prayed for favorable
weather and no wind! Thank you to all
of the committee members who are
working behind the scenes! This has
become a great spiritual tradition at Holy Rosary!

I believe that right behind some Catholics difficulty in
regularly receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation, is the
regular serving of the basket for the “second” time, after
receiving Holy Communion. The majority of these “second”
collections are for particular needs outside of the parish
boundaries. Many of you have told me (as well as parishioners
in past assignments) of your weariness of these collections,
adding length to the liturgy, etc. So, this pastor has heard your
concerns from the pew. Therefore, beginning this weekend, a
special envelope will be at the end of the pews with a writing
utensil to place within it cash or a check for that specific appeal.
You may or may not wish to use it. I will continue to remind the
faithful before Mass of the additional collection that is being
taken. We ask that you place “both” your weekend offering
envelope (unless you are an e-giver) and ALSO the special
second collection envelope and/or clearly marked check at the
time of the main offering, with NO SECOND COLLECTION
AFTER HOLY COMMUNION! This will still give everyone who
wants to give, a chance to give for these special collections, and
will also reduce a few seconds and the stewardship stress at
Mass! (Reminder to e-givers: all major special collections are
also available for online giving.)

Initiating the Stewardship Program –
“Bridging the Gap”!
“Bridging
the
Gap”
stewardship program is in its
simplicity designed to keep our
parish on budget through the
weekly offering. For example, in
the Fiscal Year of 2016-2017, the
parish saw a noticeable
stewardship loss at Christmas time with 6 fewer Masses and
unfavorable weather. (Remember the rain on Christmas day?)
So, with the new “Stewardship of Gratitude” report, the parish
will take, at most, only 12 Second Collections all year (if needed)
for the exclusive purpose of Holy Rosary’s budgeted needs. THIS
“BRIDGING THE GAP” SECOND COLLECTION WILL TAKE PLACE
AT ALL OF THE MASSES THE FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH,
“ONLY” IF OUR OFFERINGS HAVE FALLEN SHORT OF THE
BUDGET OF THE PREVIOUS MONTH’S NEEDED AMOUNT. IF WE
HAVE EXCEEDED OUR BUDGETED NEEDS, THERE WILL BE “NO”
SECOND COLLECTIONS THAT MONTH AT ALL, AFTER HOLY
COMMUNION. This will ensure fiscal responsibility and also give
us a little more faith time to pray and extend our gratitude to
God for the gift of the Holy Eucharist! Thank you for your gifts!
(P.S. Please note that we will continue our collection for the
ECHO FOOD SHELF each month, but it will now move to the
4th weekend of the month & the offering will be deposited
with the main collection too.)
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The Week Ahead
Monday, July 31: Saint Ignatius of Loyola, Priest
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August 5th - 6th, 2017

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Connie Townsend

Tuesday, August 1: Saint Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, August 2: Weekday (Saint Eusebius of Vercelli,
Bishop; Saint Peter Julian Eymard, Priest)

9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul)
- Living & Deceased Members of the
Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family

Thursday, August 3: Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Maxine Kim†

Friday, August 4: Saint John Vianney, Priest
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Sr. Maureen (Mary Kevin) Murray†
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
1:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)

Saturday, August 5: Weekday (The Dedication of the
Basilica of Saint Mary Major)

4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - William & Rose Roesch†

Sunday, August 6: The Transfiguration of the Lord
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish
– Rosary
– Mass - Sebastian & Gloria Lena†,
Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†,
and Imparajah†

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of Sophia Duetz†
-May she rest in peace.

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Aug. 10 - Planning Meeting Aug. 26-27 - State KC
Aug. 24 - General Meeting Softball Tournament (Mankato)
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Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Paul Stevens
Gerry Hiniker
Jim Schorn

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
Julie Schoettler, Nicole Hull,
Pat & Wanda Hull, Jim Theuninck
Mary Clare Wyrowski
8:00 am
Margaret Ayers, Linda Hiniker,
Gene Brandt, Bernie Bastian,
Mary Homan, Arlyce Anderson
10:00 am Rick Gruber, Sherry Henrickson,
Maxine Davis, Dennis Haga,
Brent Friedrichs, Darlene Schorn
Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
Connor McGraw, Jonathan Hull,
Katie Rooney (C/B/B)
8:00 am
Lauren Cahalan, Braeden & Emma Otto (C/B/B)
10:00 am Jacob Reynolds, Andrew Kohrs,
Hannah Linnes (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
Kent & Marilyn Durenberger
8:00 am
Tom Stierlen Family
10:00 am Dan Wingert Family
Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Paul Stevens, Gary Wintheiser,
Tom Rheaume, Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Bill & Ben Cahalan,
Paul Harguth, Doug Homan (Head Usher)
John Jagerson, Glenn Verschelde,
Isaac & Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm
Vince Guertin
8:00 am
Arlyce Anderson
10:00 am Ryan Howe
Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
Kathy Jo Johns/Jeanne Makela
8:00 am
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
10:00 am Jenny Chelstrom/Vicki Galli
Money Counters - July 2017: John Wolf, Arlyce
Anderson, Helen Anderson, Donna Wolf
Bulletin Folders - Aug. 2017: Mary Bills, Barb Wegscheid,
Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita Townsend
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Rosela Jewison, Evelyn Anderson, Cletus Goettl, Rita
Jones, Judy LaPoint, Jim Haack, Laverne Reichel, Lilliana
Gartner, Mary Urquhart, Howard Hewitt, Daniel Crowley, Jo
Lindberg, Charles Ulman
Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932

For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Linda & James Olson
Arline Drill
James & Dolores Portz
Andrew & Nicole Bear
James & Denise Tarasovitch
Ambrose & Lois Kodet
John & Martha Speckel

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
For Arlyce Anderson Family

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Ex 32:15-24, 30-34/Mt 13:31-35
Ex 33:7-11; 34:5b-9, 28/Mt 13:36-43
Ex 34:29-35/Mt 13:44-46
Lv 23:1, 4-11, 15-16, 27, 34b-37/Mt 13:54-58
Lv 25:1, 8-17/Mt 14:1-12
Dn 7:9-10, 13-14/2 Pt 1:16-19/Mt 17:1-9

Our November Fest may seem like a long way off, but as
fast as this summer has gone, November 12th will surely be
here before we know it. Our top priority is to secure
items for our raffle. Our first attempt was great, but
our second attempt was even better! Last year we had over
100 quality cash and gift items to put on our raffle
ticket. What a FANTASTIC response from our generous
parishioners! We need to start collecting items this summer
as our deadline for receiving prizes is September 20th. Our
raffle ticket needs to be to the printer by this date so we can
distribute the tickets by the October 14th/15th
weekend. Please consider donating cash or new items for
our raffle. We hope to top our effort from last year with
your help! Thank you!
Our November Fest "Canning Party" date has been set
for Saturday, August 19th at 9am in the church basement
kitchen. We hope you have put this date on your calendar
and can join us for this fun event! If you have any mason
jars you are willing to donate for the “party”, please drop
them off at the parish office during normal business hours.
If you have any questions or suggestions about this
year’s Festival, or if you are interested in joining the
committee, please contact Rachel Helget at 507-381-7077
or helget18@gmail.com. Our next meeting is planned for
August 21st at 7pm in the church basement. We hope to
see you there!
- Rachel Helget, Chair

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
We welcome Kamau and Heather Evans this week to
our parish family along with their 3 children. Their children
are Desmond (gr. 7), ZyIra ( gr. 2) and Deno (age 4). “Kam”
is employed in masonry and Heather plans to return to
school to finish her degree. The couple resides in Mankato.
We are happy that this family has joined our growing
parish family of Holy Rosary. Welcome Evans family!
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy
Rosary parish? Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download the registration
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy
Rosary parish family!
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Stewardship Corner
Enrollment information: Visit the LCS website and
schedule family tours at your convenience throughout
the summer. Questions? Call 507-388-0600.
Save the Dates
All School Round Up Thursday, August 17, 6:30-8pm
Day One Celebration/K-12 First day of school
Wednesday, August 23
Back to School Mass with Bishop LeVoir, Friday,
September 1, 10:30am. All are welcome!
Loyola Homecoming September 29
LoyolaPalooza- for those of you reading this after
Saturday Mass- come on up to the Hill to enjoy live
music, food trucks, pull tabs, beverages and more! Don’t
miss the chance to try Mankato Brewery’s new
Strawberry Rhubarb Lemonade Beer, made from fresh
rhubarb from the Good Counsel Hill garden, developed
especially for LoyolaPalooza! Gates open at 5pm, music
until 11pm.
Our sympathy and promise of prayer to the family
of Jim Korth, longtime teacher, coach & athletic director
at Loyola High School, who passed away on July 18.
Loyola staff will meet August 14, 15, 16 and 17 in
preparation for the new school year.
To accommodate the entire PS-12 school on the
Hill, PS, PK, K and grades 1-6 will be on the lower level.
Grades 5 & 6 will be in four homeroom groups with four
teachers sharing curriculum; students will “travel” as
homerooms to core classes, Spanish, PE, Music and
Band. Grades 7&8 will join grades 9-12on the upper
level, sharing Science labs and other resources.
Did you know? NCEA reports that US Catholic
elementary schools have a 13:1 student/teacher ratio
and secondary schools have an 11:1 ratio. Blessed with
outstanding classroom teachers, specialists, and support
staff, Loyola’s student/teacher ratios are on a par with
those norms.

Marriage Encounter Weekend
Make plans for a fall get-away with the one you love
before your calendar fills up!! A Marriage Encounter
Weekend is a private weekend away from life's distractions
that allows a husband and wife to focus on each other. The
next available Weekends are Nov 17-19, 2017 in Windom,
MN and Feb 16-18, 2018 in Windom, MN. Early registration
is highly recommended. For more information visit our
website at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki
at applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-8229.
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$6,648.35
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

TBA

$0.00
$205,014.00
$6,648.35
$284,735.00

We are taking our first steps up the mountains of
stewardship in these three stewardship mountain
ranges, from the Diocesan work to the disciplines of
Catholic education. This week the parish paid out our
first July payment to the Diocese of New Ulm of
$6,648.35. Thank you for your gifts!

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
RECEIVED: $10,383.90

2017 MAINTENANCE & MORTAR PROJECT
RECEIVED: $25,768.15 ● GOAL: $30,000.00
We
have
done good work
in terms of
stewardship as
we continue to
raise money for
the
exterior
work performed
on the church in
this summer of
2017. Again this week we moved forward more than
$2,500.00, bringing our total to $25,768.15. We have only
have $4,231.85 remaining before we can close out this
project. A few people have suggested that we also raise
money for the sewer repair/replacement that cost more
than $10,000.00. However, this last bill we covered above
and beyond the last fiscal year budget, and thus lowering a
bit of our overall parish profits. But this was also a capital
improvement that pushed the parish forward. If we go over
the $30,000.00, the additional monies would help us
recover a bit from the sewer work on the rectory, as well as
the painting and clean-up that followed. As always, thank
you for your gifts.

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

JULY 30, 2017

Stewardship of Gratitude Goes
to Two Fiscal Figures!

Youth Group Activity
On Wednesday, August 9th, the Youth Group will
be going to the WOW! Zone for bowling and pizza at
1:00 pm! To sign up or for more information, please call
Cathy at 345-6567.
God calling YOU to be a Catechist?
We will be in need of Catechists in the fall at both
the elementary and junior/senior high levels. I would
ask that you prayerfully consider becoming part of this
important ministry. Please contact Cathy at 345-6765 or
nevec@hickorytech.net for more information.
Registration for Fall Classes
Beginning August 1st, online
registration for Religious Education
classes at Holy Rosary will begin on
the Holy Rosary website at
holyrosarynorthmankato.com. If you
are a member of the parish, you will
also receive a paper registration form in the mail the
first week of August. If you have questions, please
contact Cathy at 345-6765 or nevec@hickorytech.net

Note on Parking
Please note that there is often parking spaces open in
the parking lot on the east side of the school (and possibly
in the alley on the south side of the Church) during Masses,
so if you are looking for parking, be sure the check the
parking lot.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Individual commitment to a group effort – that is
what makes a team work, a company work, a society
work, a civilization work.”
- Coach Vince Lombardi
P.S. It is also what makes a Church & parish work too!

Following our most recent
Finance Council meeting, I feel
that our weekly “Stewardship
of Gratitude”, while quite
“transparent”, still has a mild
stewardship
“opaqueness”
both for the people and this pastor. Each week, our grand total
reflects all the monies the parish has received, both Sunday
contributions and other collections received. About 80% of all
parish monies for Holy Rosary comes from the Sunday offering.
Therefore, it is ever more important to keep a watchful eye on
this major area of stewardship.
You will notice that the layout of our “Stewardship of
Gratitude” has changed. For, instead of just a “laundry list” of all
of our income and revenue, we have broken it down to
“Weekly Church Offerings” and “Weekly Church Income”. While
our total needed intake is about $13,000.00, our “Church
Offerings” (on average) is lower, needing about $10,200.00.
This money would include weekend envelopes, electronic, plate
and junior contributions. So, this explains the two totals that
you will now begin to see weekly in the bulletin. These totals
will hopefully add even greater “transparency” to our weekly
stewardship report.

Nativity Church Festival
Men’s Chicken Dinner and Festival at NATIVITY Church,
Cleveland, MN – Sunday, August 6th: An Antique car show,
polka Mass and live festival music, silent auction, beer
garden, raffle, kid’s games, and much more highlight this
rural celebration. Polka Mass at 8:30 a.m. Dinner from
10 am to 1 pm. Roast Chicken, baked potatoes, baked
beans, homemade pie and beverages. Adults: $12, Kids 612: $5; Tots 5 & Under are Free! Nativity Church is at 200
West Main, Cleveland, MN (next to the water tower!)
Questions? Contact the parish office, 507-243-3166. You’ll
have some fun!

Give When You Get

St. Mary’s Corn Fiesta

Amazon
will
donate 0.5% of the
price
of
your
eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to Options for Women | Mankato whenever you
shop AmazonSmile. Use this link to get started:
smile.amazon.com/ch/46-5505142

Join St. Mary’s School of Madelia, MN for their 40th Annual
Corn Fiesta on Sunday, August 13th, from 10:30 am to 2:30
pm. Mass is at 8:00 am. Food stands will include: corn on the
cob, hamburgers & hotdogs, Mexican food, pie, ice cream,
cotton candy, and root beer. There will be a raffle drawing,
silent auction, dinosaur striker, kids games, and mega connect
4. Fun for the whole family!
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