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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“So she said to her husband, ‘I know that Elisha is a
holy man of God. Since he visits us often, let us arrange
a little room on the roof and furnish it for him with a bed,
table, chair, and lamp, so that when he comes to us he
can stay there.’ Sometime later Elisha arrived and
stayed in the room overnight.”
- First Reading (Second Book of Kings)

I know of a good number of
priests who have what I refer to as a
“Holiday House”. The priests who
have these homes will tell you that
these are their “Day-Off Homes”. The
priests who have these homes away
from the rectory hold that they can
only truly “relax” and “rest” when they are away from the
rectory. To date, I do not possess such a residence as Tuesdays
tend to be catch-up days in the rectory, or days that I will run
errands, or visit with my parents.
For the most part, I find the rectories I have lived in (where
there are no parish offices) especially Holy Rosary’s, as a place
that I can truly rest and relax; although most days there is usually
a soul or two who comes to the door (especially on Tuesdays)
needing a door unlocked, making a delivery, or looking for a
handout. For me, my residence is also a private place away from
the public for prayer, rest and study. In fact, I am writing in my
home office in the “rectory” these comments right now, as it is
usually a much quieter place to perform composition than the
office in the school. For while I am pleased pastorally with all of
the activities in our school building, as we are utilizing well this
large facility, even though we no longer have a Catholic School,
the building is often like Grand Central Station with religious
education and the staff meeting and working with people. It is
also a place where our many renters have many active clients
coming and going from karate to carrying a tune on the piano or
violin.
I mention these things because we all need a place to be
spiritually renewed. For some of you it is the lake cabin. For
others, rest and renewal may be taking some time off and going
on a summer vacation. Rest and renewal might be the garage on
a warm summer night or a hobby/sewing room where we can
shut out the world. Wherever our place of refuge is, it is also an
important place to develop our religious beliefs and our
relationship with God. We need a place “to be”; to be with our
FAMILY, to be where there is FUN, to be where we can develop
our FAITH; and sometimes JUST A PLACE TO BE!
In today’s first reading from the Book of Kings, the great
prophet Elisha encounters a couple who shows him great
hospitality by offering him a special room (kind of a Holiday
House) to rest, relax, and practice the religion of a prophet. The
Good News is not only the hospitality the couple extends, but
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also the holiness they perceive through the prophet. The Good
News is also that the prophet Elisha recognizes the religious
need for refuge spiritually and takes up the couple’s offer and
stays in this special room that was made for him. This story
reminds me of a couple I personally have known for many years,
who, when they built their new home, they included a bedroom
and bath above the garage that they always maintained was built
for me to get away from the parish. I actually made use of that
space on a number of occasions and I always returned to the
parish more rested and renewed.
But just as all work and no play is a bad thing; so too, all play
and no work is equally a bad thing. Sometimes our hobbies can
become our life, and this is not a good thing. In the case of the
priesthood, I have known many a clergyman that their Holiday
House becomes more important than the House of God. Of
course the people notice these things and sometimes priests get
less than flattering nick-names from the faithful, like “FatherGone-Again”. The Gospel reminds us that the FIRST and
FOREMOST thing in our life should not be RELAXING, RELATIVES
or any form of RECREATION; but instead should be the
REDEEMER. For Jesus says in St. Matthew’s gospel: “Whoever
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and
whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of
me; and whoever does not take up his cross and follow after me
is not worthy of me.” All of the good things in life can NEVER be
prioritized above the goodness of God and giving Him the praise
and worship that He is due!
So what is the TOP PRIORITY of your life? For this Dutchman,
one of my “top priorities” is having things clean in the house,
office, sacristy and sanctuary. This past Tuesday, I spent all day
“spring-house-cleaning” which (I know this is going to sound
strange) I find very “relaxing”; even if my back does not always
feel that way. (I tracked yesterday that I went up and down the
stairs 34 times!) When I bleed, red blood does not come out, but
instead bleach. Yet, as the picture above shows, I changed the
filter “again” on Tuesday, and in spite of closed windows, and
constant cleaning, look at how the filter for the air looks when
compared to a new one! It has felt like a war with dust and dirt
on three fronts this summer. The dust was coming from downunder through the rectory basement with the sewer work.
(Thank God that is done!) The dust has been coming from the
east with the house move on the east side of the rectory.
(Hopefully it will be gone soon!) There has been lots of dust from
the west as they continue to work on the church’s exterior! I am
looking forward to washing windows in a week or two when the
construction comes to a close!
Yet, even I need to continue to learn and grow as a
“reverend”, that even more important than “removing dirt and
dust” (which is a godly thing) is “religion” and the “Redeemer”,
and one day that “reward” of everlasting life. Even though it is
summer, always plan to prioritize daily prayer and the supreme
prayer of the Mass each weekend wherever you find yourselves!
Happy Summer!
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Stewardship of Gratitude
Adult
WeShare Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Mortar & Maintenance Project
Peter’s Pence
Vigil Light Monies
K of C Donation for Calendars
CCW Church Cleaning Donation

$5,658.00
$3,952.87
$60.81
$364.75
$1,100.00
$250.00
$12.00
$186.59
$624.00

Grand Total
$12,209.02
Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00

Stewardship Of Gratitude
Today we often speak about a “Re-set”. Well, at
midnight on Friday night the parish did a financial “Reset”! For, as we begin the month of July, we begin a new
fiscal year, the Fiscal Year of 2017-2018. In the coming
weeks you will be receiving the Annual Financial Report.
Although I don’t want to be a “spoiler” of this report;
suffice it to say that we closed the year in the “black”,
not the “red”. While the credit for this is certainly in the
administration of the funds, the greater credit goes to
you who give to us your faithful stewardship. Since my
arrival, we have been able to avoid taking anything from
our parish reserve and investments. All of the
infrastructure work that we are presently doing this
summer is through your generous stewardship. These
are all necessary works that are perhaps long-overdue!
Thank you for last weekend’s offerings which is very
good as we are now in the heart of summer travel. We
had a very good attendance at the 5:00 pm and 10:00
am Masses last weekend. Thank you for your gifts!

Peter’s Pence Collection
Next week, our second collection will be for Peter’s
Pence, which provides Pope Francis with the funds he needs
to carry out his charitable works around the world. The
proceeds benefit our brothers and sisters on the margins of
society, including victims of war, oppression, and disasters.
Please be generous. For more information, visit
www.usccb.org/peters-pence.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“My cancer scare changed my life. I’m grateful for
every new, healthy day I have. It has helped me
prioritize my life.”
- Olivia Newton-John
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Holy Rosary Repair Report
Former Hunt House: Another
week and we have taken another
step or two forward (literally) on
our infrastructure improvements.
The former Hunt House has
literally moved a few steps to the
west this week and is now ready to be moved onto the street.
The garage was also moved ahead off of its foundation and,
God-willing, they will be off the property sometime soon. We
are now finalizing the contractor to remove the debris,
disconnect the utilities, and put gravel down. My pastoral goal
is to have it all completed by August 1st! Hope springs eternal!
Rectory Sewer Repairs: Praise God!
This will be the last time that I will have to
report on this project. The project to
unearth the sewer, remove a section, repair
the main line, replace the cast iron piping
with plastic, reconnect everything and
cement the basement floor was a 4 day
process. They also solved the potential
problem of sewage coming back into the house in the future,
for which I am grateful. It was also discovered that the removal
of the lead pipes would be cost prohibitive at this time as it
would be necessary to tear up part of our street. When the
street is repaired in the coming years, I plan to have all those
pipes replaced with copper at that time. As good as a job that
they did, I was glad to see the plumbers go on Monday
evening. The men and women who did the work on the project
were both pleasant and professional and the project is under
warranty for 10 years. I notice in both the bathroom and the
kitchen how well the drains are now working. This project was
long over-due. Thank you to those that donated towards this
project that was so practical and necessary. The next project is
to clean the basement and do some much needed painting.
Church Exterior Repair: I was told by the
foreman that the project would be done by
the close of this week. I am quite confident
that they will “not” be done by this Friday. I
am only guessing, but I suspect that “maybe”
the work will be done by Friday, July 7th. But
with the 4th of July holiday in there as well, I
have my doubts. The rain has also slowed
some of the work on this project. The work that they are doing
is superior. I have no doubt that the work was most necessary.
It was also discovered this week that part of one of our flat
roofs, about 20 feet by 20 feet is leaking quite severely. I guess
that we are going to address that at this time as well. There is
no end to the repairs and maintenance. Although, when this
work is done on the exterior of the church, we should be
good for a few years, except for sealing the brick in about five
years or so which is a relatively quick process. Thank you for
your patience!
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The Week Ahead

July 8th - 9th, 2017

Monday, July 3: Saint Thomas, Apostle
Parish Office Hours: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Dick Kolstad†
11:00 am - 8:00 pm – K of C Fireworks Tent Sale
(1247 Range St.)

Tuesday, July 4: Weekday (Independence Day)
Parish Office Closed - Happy 4th of July!
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
11:00 am - Closing – K of C Fireworks Tent Sale
(1247 Range St.)

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm

12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, July 5: Weekday (Saint Anthony Zaccaria, Priest;
USA: Saint Elizabeth of Portugal)

9:15 am – Anointing Mass at Oak Terrace (Fr. Paul)
- John Gag†
*Refreshments to follow after Mass
7:00 pm – Mass in the Park Committee Meeting
(Church Basement)

Thursday, July 6: Weekday (St. Maria Goretti, Virgin & Martyr)
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Dick & Carol Arndt Family

Friday, July 7: Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Peter Etzell†
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited

Saturday, July 8: Weekday
10:30 am
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm

– Youth Group Fun Days Parade (meet at church)
– Sacrament of Reconciliation
– Rosary
– Mass - Living & Deceased Members of the
Chuck Grausam Family

8:00 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish
– Rosary
– Mass - Joseph & Martha Phillips

Parish Meetings –
Please Mark Your Calendars:
 Fall Festival Planning Meeting:

Monday, July 10th at 7:00 pm in the Church Basement
 Holy Rosary Finance Council Meeting:
Monday, July 17th at 7:00 pm in the Church Basement
 Holy Rosary Pastoral Council Meeting:
Monday, July 24th at 7:00 pm in the Church Basement
*Please note the change in location for our meetings from
the school to the church facility.
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Rebecca Gruenes, Bev Linnes,
Nicole Hull, Karen Winters,
Brenda Voracek, Paul Stevens
Mary Homan, Gerry & Linda Hiniker,
Bernie Bastian, Gene Brandt, Mike Brumm
JoAnn Borchert, Dennis Haga,
Darlene Schorn, Rick Gruber,
Curt & Donna Stanke

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Riley, Rayna, Reid Gruenes
Lauren Cahalan, Braeden & Emma Otto (C/B/B)
Elaine Adams, Abi & Nathan Lang (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Patrick Hull Family
Giesen Family (First Communicant Family)
Huiras Family (First Communicant Family)

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Sunday, July 9: Fourteenth Sunday In Ordinary Time
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

Eileen Wadekamper
Linda Olson
Roxi Lang

Ken & Pat Thiele, Tom Rheaume,
Mark Weingartz (Head Usher)
Bill & Ben Cahalan, Chris Sturm,
Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Glenn Verschelde, John Jagerson,
Isaac Kolstad, Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm Vince Guertin
8:00 am Arlyce Anderson
10:00 am Ryan Howe

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom Bachmann/Vicki Galli
Julie Gruber/Vicki Galli
Lori Christiansen/Jeanne Makela

Money Counters - July 2017: John Wolf, Arlyce
Anderson, Helen Anderson, Donna Wolf

Bulletin Folders - July 2017: Anne Frederick, Betty
Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Lenora Hickey, Amy Williams
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Lilliana Gartner, Mary Urguhart, Howard Hewitt, Katie
Roozen, Karen Etzell, Cindy Johannsen, Dave Grams, Joe Huiras,
Lucille O'Donnell, Ruth Fitterer, Mary Jane Ledwein, Daniel
Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Charles Ulman
Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932

For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Todd & Barbara Mettler
Ron & Laurie Engelby
E. Jay & Judy Douglas
Jill Schauer
Mike Pomije
Linda Hill, Louise Hill, & Cristiana Groccia
Mavis Orr

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Save the Date: November Fest November 12, 2017
As Father noted in last week’s bulletin, preparations for
the 3rd annual November Fest are already underway. Last
year we had a great effort by several church ladies to can
salsa, pickles, applesauce, beets, etc. for the Country Store.
We plan to help stock the Country Store again this year.
Please watch the bulletin for an announcement on this
year’s Canning Party sometime in late August. We hope you
can join us for this fun event! We are in need of jars and lids,
so if you have any you are willing to donate, please drop
them off at the parish office during normal business hours.
For those of you who clean out your home during the
summer months, please consider donating your quality
items to the Festival. Our Grandma’s Attic and Christmas
Shoppe were very successful last year due to your
donations. There is no need to wait until the fall. Items may
be donated now and can also be dropped off at the parish
office. Please remember we are unable to accept any items
with a power cord and we are not taking clothing for this
event. All other household and decorative items as well as
small furniture items are welcomed!
Our first November Fest committee meeting will be help
on Monday, July 10th at 7pm in the church basement. If you
are interested in joining the committee, please consider
attending on July 10th. We would love to have your help
with this year s Festival! Please contact Rachel Helget at 507
-381-7077 or helget18@gmail.com with any questions.
- Rachel Helget

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Peace & Happy Death
for Charleen Rheaume

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Eph 2:19-22/Jn 20:24-29
Gn 19:15-29/Mt 8:23-27
Gn 21:5, 8-20a/Mt 8:28-34
Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67/Mt 9:9-13
Gn 27:1-5, 15-29/Mt 9:14-17
Zec 9:9-10/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30

Visit: holyrosarynorthmankato.weshareonline.org
HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Stewardship Corner
Enrollment information: Visit the LCS website and
schedule family tours at your convenience throughout
the summer. Questions? Call 507-388-0600.






Save the Dates:
LoyolaPalooza Saturday, July 29 - Good Counsel
Hill, Football Field. Enjoy music from Neon Live, 5:30
-7:30pm and Time Machine, 8-11pm. Tickets now on
sale! www.loyolapalooza.com or at either Mankato
HyVee or Cub locations. $10 in advance, $15 at the
gate. Visit loyolapalooza.com or the LoyolaPalooza
Facebook page for more information.
First day of school, August 23
Catholic Schools Week Mass with Bishop Quinn,
Tuesday, January 30, 2018
Loyola Summer STREAM Camp (Science,
Technology, Reading, Engineering, Art, Math) for
grades 5 & 6 met each morning, June 26-30, with
teachers Michelle Ellingworth and Trisha Sizer.
Summer STREAM Camp for grades 2-4 met last
week.

#Loyolaproud
Look for Loyola’s float in community celebrations in
North Mankato July 8, Eagle Lake July 15, and Madison
Lake July 22. Better yet...volunteer, wear your Loyola Tshirt, and walk along!
Did you know? The Loyola logo says a lot about us!
The cross reminds us that God is the center of all we do;
the gold symbolizes the joy of living Gospel values; the
four squares are for our four local parishes and the four
pillars of Catholic education: Faith, Academic Excellence,
Leadership and Service; the circle reminds us that in the
spirit of our School Sisters of Notre Dame and Jesuit
founders, our mission is global, excluding no one, and
inviting all to use their gifts to transform the world.

It’s Time!
Say “Yes” to God’s Plan for Marriage
Natural Family Planning
July 23- 29, 2017 is National NFP Awareness Week. Now is
the time to do something great for your marriage. NFP reflects
the dignity of the human person within the context of marriage
and family life, promotes openness to life, and recognizes the
value of the child. By respecting the love-giving and life-giving
natures of marriage, NFP can enrich the bond between
husband and wife. To learn more about NFP check out the
resources at: https://www.dnu.org/nfp/ or contact the Family
Life Office at cfier@dnu.org, 507-233-5328.
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$0.00
Goal:
$79,721.00
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2017-18:
Apostolate Stewardship 2017-18:

TBA

$0.00
$205,014.00
$0.00
$284,735.00

We have now started the new fiscal year and have
turned the odometer back to “0” on all of these major
stewardship appeal accounts. At this time we do not
know what our assessment will be for the 2017-2018
Diocesan Ministries Appeal. Our Diocesan United Fund is
rising slightly from last year. Our commitment to our
Loyola Catholic School system, that is based on a newly
developed formula involving the number of students,
parish revenue, population etc., is again going down this
year from last year by $16,254.00. Raising all of this
money and giving this money is all a great act of faith.
Thank you again for sharing your wealth with the Church
and her organizations! God bless you!

2017 ECHO FOOD SHELF COLLECTION
RECEIVED: $9,539.08

2017 MAINTENANCE & MORTAR PROJECT
RECEIVED: $13,953.15 ● GOAL: $30,000.00

Pilgrimage to Fatima, Lourdes and the
Highlights of Spain
A Pilgrimage to Fatima, Lourdes and
the Highlights of Spain is available
November 3-13 hosted by veteran
pilgrimage leader Father John Vakulskas
Jr. Seating is limited. $3,189 (Chicago) or
$3289 (Omaha). Includes R/T Air, First
Class Hotels, daily tours and transfers, most meals, Daily
Mass, and much more. This is a leisurely trip. For a brochure
and more information, contact Fr. John Vakulskas Jr by mail
(PO Box 347, Okoboji, IA 51355), by email
(johnvakulskas@gmail.com), or by phone (712-490-8047)

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Justin Tietema and
Jessica Fitterer
are to be married on
July 22, 2017,
at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, North Mankato, MN.

I

Youth Group Summer Activities
July 8th - 10:30 am Fun Days
Parade (meet at church); July 10th Noon Pizza Lunch in Youth Room; July
26th - Noon Picnic and Games at
Wheeler Park (bring your own sack
lunch); Aug. 9th - Pizza & Bowling at
the WOW!Zone at 1:00 pm; Aug. 26th - Nature Walk at
Sibley Park at 1:00 pm. More details will be coming. If
you have questions, contact Tracy Meadows at
st.meadows04@gmail.com
Is God calling YOU to be a Catechist?
We will be in need of Catechists in the fall at both
the elementary and junior/senior high levels. When
asked to become a catechist, many people hesitate.
“Me? A Catechist?” That hesitation is based on many
things. Below are some common reasons that people
hesitate to become a catechist. Taken from
www.catechistsjourney.com
“I’m hesitant to become a catechist because…”
1. I don’t know if I can handle a group of kids
2. I’m not sure that I have anything to share
3. I’m not sure that I know just what the
Church teaches
4. I’m afraid I’ll say something wrong
5. I don’t know if I’ll be able to answer
kids’ questions
6. I’m not that holy…I’m just a regular person
7. I don’t know if I have the time
8. I don’t have any formal training to teach
9. I don’t know if kids will like me
10. I’ve never taught before
Some of these may be your response as well when
asked to become a Catechist. I would ask that you put
these fears aside and prayerfully consider becoming
part of this important ministry. Please contact Cathy at
345-6765 or nevec@hickorytech.net for more info.
Registration for Fall Classes
Beginning August 1, online registration for Religious
Education classes at Holy Rosary will begin on the Holy
Rosary website at www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com If
you are a member of the parish, you will also receive a
paper registration form in the mail the first week of
August. If you have questions, please contact Cathy at
345-6765 or nevec@hickorytech.net

Cancer Benefit for Lilliana Gartner
Lilliana Gartner is the 9-month-old
daughter of Nikole & Adam Gartner.
Lilliana was diagnosed with a rare form
of Neuroblastoma cancer in May 2017.
The cancer spread from her abdomen
and is surrounding and pressing on her aorta so surgery is not
an option. Four different kinds of chemo are being used in an
attempt to shrink the cancer. This benefit will assist with the
significant expenses that continue to mount while Lilliana fights
this cancer like a “Warrior Princess!” A benefit will be held for
Lilliana on Saturday, July 22nd from 3:00 pm to 8:00 pm at
Buster’s Sports Bar & Grill in Mankato. Dinner tickets will be
available at the door: $12 Adult and $6 Children 10 & Under. In
addition to the Sloppy Joe Dinner, the evening will include
Carnival Games & Prizes, Bounce House, Dunk Tank,
Entertainment, Music, Free-Will Vendors & Bake Sale, Silent
Auction, Raffle, and Live Auction. Get more info and
discounted pre-event tickets by emailing Ann Roles at
cancervenefit2017@gmail.com. Donations for the Live or Silent
Auction may be dropped off prior to July 22nd at the
Intergovernmental Center with Attention: Dean Roles. If you
are unable to attend & would like to support Lilliana, an
account has been set up in her honor at US Bank (any location),
“Lilliana Gartner Benefit”.

K. of C. Council #5551 News
July 2,3,4 - Fireworks tent open
July 6-9 - Fun Days Bingo Stand

July 13 - Planning Mtg.
July 27 - General Mtg.

The Knights of Columbus will be selling fireworks
from their tent at 1247 Range St. on Sunday, July 2nd
to July 4th.

Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Are you new to the area or would
like to join Holy Rosary parish? Just go
to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download
the registration forms to fill out. You can
also simply send us your contact
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy
Rosary parish family!
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