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FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

“So Jesus said again, ‘Amen, amen, I say to you, I
am the gate for the sheep.’”
- St. John

Happy Easter! Happy May. We are
still in the midst of the Easter season as
we begin this new month of May. As a
parish community of Holy Rosary, May
is a special month for us as our
patroness receives special recognition,
as we give honor to the Blessed Mother
and crown her this Sunday as the Queen
of heaven, earth, and our very lives,
with the help of our young people.
I love the physical springtime as you look around our
little world of North Mankato/Mankato. For you see the
grass greening up, the birds believe they are singing a new
springtime song, the perennials are popping up, the buds
are breaking out and the apples are announcing another
year of abundance through their awe-inspiring blossoms.
Nature is needy to tell the Good News of new growth and
going forth again on its green march to eventually
announcing its vibrant autumn colors of gold and crimson,
orange and brown.
I also love the spiritual springtime as a pastor, for the
largest parish events are pretty well past. Lent and Holy
Week are completed; Confirmation and First Holy
Communion have come and gone (By the way, it was so
wonderful to see a capacity crowd on Sunday at the 10:00
am Mass. The children did such a nice job at Mass. If you
were not there, you missed one of the most special liturgies
of the entire liturgical year!); Religious education is running
to its last lessons. (I also want to say a word of thanks to our
4th, 5th and 6th graders who I instructed in church a week
ago on the Mass. There was such good attention and such
good answers and questions. I see future leaders in the
Church and certainly great leaders at the liturgy as you get a
little older. Good Job!) In short, the last couple of weeks have
still been busy for me as pastor, but I am finishing up with
work by 8:00 pm or so, and I have actually been able to
catch up on some personal things in the office and around
the house. (Maybe the summer will be a quiet one? Unlikely,
but a person can still hope! Right?)
But the month of May on the farm growing up was an
intense and immense time of work. There were barns to
clean, branches and brush to be cleared out of the grove,
and the lawns needed to be raked and mowed. Equipment
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was being readied for the field, baby chicks would arrive
which would be butchered in a few months and the
infamous time of rock-picking over hundreds of acres of
farm ground would soon be underway.
I had little fondness for holding a pitchfork to pitch
either silage or that other thing that starts with the same
letter. But even worse than that was sorting cattle, giving
shots to the cattle or really anything involving me and a 600
pound or more steer. For it seemed that the spring often
meant that cattle were going to market, needed shots, were
being sorted, or something needed to be done with them.
My brothers were largely off to higher education by the time
I was in upper grade school and junior high. So my Dad
would come to my Mother, wanting to know what I was
doing and where I was as he wanted me to come to the
“barn”.
Going to the “barn” was a 4-letter-word for me. Many
times my Dad would say, when I showed up, (he will deny it
now), “I want you to stand there and chase those cattle
here or there or STAND AT THIS ENTRANCE WHERE THERE
IS NO GATE AND MAKE SURE THE CATTLE DON’T GET PAST
YOU!” “Are you kidding me?” I thought, but never would I
say it out loud. I stood and became a human gate for about
two seconds. When a 600-800 pound steer came toward
me, I was out of there. A 6th grade student is no match for
an unruly 600-pound-steer. I am a polite guy, that steer can
go wherever he wants to go as far as I am concerned.
In today’s Gospel from St. John, we hear a lot of agrarian
imagery, particularly in terms of livestock production. We
have been brain-washed by beautiful Christmas cards that
we receive each winter of shepherds on green hillsides in
colorful clothes casually caring for sheep that are care-free,
grazing manicured grass. Nothing could be further from the
truth. The work of being a shepherd was the bottom rung of
the work force, even lower than today asking if the patron
“wants fries with their order”. Just as working in a fast-food
place can be dirty, greasy and low-paying-work; shepherding
was ten times worse. For you were entrusted with a
valuable piece of property (namely a flock of sheep) in a
hostile environment, in the midst of wild animals and
thieves who would try to steal livestock in the dark of night.
So shepherds worked in groups. Some slept during the
day while others watched the sheep. At night, they took
turns taking care of the sheep, while some of them slept.
The sheep would sleep as well. So late at night, when wild
animals or thieves were wandering about in the darkness, it
was the dangerous job of the shepherd that was awake to
be a living gate, as he would be at the opening of an area
surrounded by rocks or perhaps a cave area.
One of the oldest pictures of Christ that was found in
the ancient catacombs by the early Christians is of Christ as
continued on page 3
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“the quill and the cloth” continued...
a shepherd with a sheep around His neck. The mark of a
Good Shepherd is one who will put their life on the line for
the livestock. I made a poor cattle herder as I was not going
to be trampled by a steer so much bigger than I. Taking care
of livestock is at times dangerous work. The fact that Jesus
speaks of Himself in this agrarian imagery from saying in the
gospel “I am the gate for the sheep” and “I am the gate”,
tells us the Good News that not only Christ is a “Good”
Shepherd”, who provides and takes care of the sheep; Christ
is also a “Great” Shepherd, for He will literally risk his own
life and even die for the sake of the sheep, namely us souls
who are sinners.
Christ’s crucifixion on that first Good Friday, makes Him
almost literally appear like a human and holy gate-keeper
like my Dad wanted me to do (to the point of death). For my
Dad would say, “Just spread your arms out and yell and they
will stay in the pasture.” Christ spread his arms out on the
cross and yelled out those seven last words, so that we
might one day arrive safely in those green pastures of
everlasting life. Have a good week! Be a good and holy gatekeeper to those that have been entrusted to your care.

Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor

Maintenance on Mortar
In the coming weeks we will be doing a major mortar
and maintenance project to the exterior of our church.
Attached to this week’s bulletin is an envelope to assist
in defraying the expenses of this project. As the church
ages, it will continue to require a good deal of ongoing
maintenance to keep out the moisture and other
masonry problems.
Even before we have asked for your generous
stewardship, we are already receiving money, which is
pretty fantastic. This week alone we received a generous
gift of $2,254.00 from one of our parishioners. This is
already nearly 10% of our needed goal. We are hoping
that the work will begin by a very reputable company
from Wisconsin (who I have worked with as a pastor on
previous projects) in July of 2017. I have confidence in
your generosity as in the past you have stepped up to
the plate so willingly.
The project is expected to take between three to
four weeks. I have every confidence that, when it is
completed, you will notice the difference and be even
more pleased with our beautiful church property. Thank
you for your support!

Stewardship of Gratitude
Adult
WeShare Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Easter Collection
Good Friday Pontifical Collection
Home Mission
Vacation Raffle Ticket Sales
Faith Formation Tuition
Memorial Monies
Rental Income

$7,414.15
$4,381.80
$106.85
$475.83
$10.00
$70.00
$929.36
$1,650.00
$65.00
$200.00
$500.00

Grand Total
$15,802.99
Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00

Stewardship of Gratitude
It was wonderful to have a capacity crowd at Mass
at 10:00 am last Sunday. I did not think that the number
of young children bringing up their offerings was ever
going to end as you can see that their offering alone
exceeded more than a $100.00. Thank you for allowing
us again to achieve our budgeted needs this week. As
we made our final payment to support Catholic
education this week, our checking account and cash flow
is quite modest at this time. We are hoping to replenish
the account in the remaining eight weeks before the
close of the fiscal year. As we head further into the
month of May and certainly into the month of June, we
know that Mass attendance will decline as people start
heading out to vacations, graduations and the like.
Please give prayerful consideration to online giving,
maybe even just during the busy summer months or
because you know you will be away from the parish for
various “good” reasons! I cannot say enough words of
thanks to all of you that have been so generous these
past years. Thank you for your gifts!

CCW Annual Plant Sale
CCW’s Annual Mother’s Day plant sale
is coming up at Holy Rosary on May 12th 14th. If you have flower pots for the
children’s planting area, they can be
dropped off at the church office. Please consider
volunteering to work. Provide the parish office (387-6501)
with your name & phone number.

K. of C. Council #5551 News
May 11 - Planning Meeting
May 25 - Blood Drive

May 25 - General Meeting
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, May 7: Fourth Sunday of Easter
(World Day of Prayer for Vocation)

MAY 7, 2017

May 13th - 14th, 2017

7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish
– Rosary
– Mass (May Crowning) - Sebastian & Gloria Lena†,
Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†, and Imparajah† Lectors:
5:00 pm
11:00 am – Coffee & Rolls (Lower Hall)
10:00
am
2:00 am – RCIA Class (Conf. Rm. 2)

Monday, May 8: Easter Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Paul Ulmen†
6:30 pm – Worship Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)

Tuesday, May 9: Easter Weekday
7:00 am
8:15 am
12:05 pm
6:00 pm

– Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
– Mass at St. John the Baptist
– Mass at St. Joseph the Worker
– Serra Club Dinner at The Woods, St. Peter
(Fr. Paul attends)

Wednesday, May 10: Easter Weekday (Saint Damien de
Veuster, Priest)

9:15 am – Mass at Oak Terrace - Bill & Dolores Zoelle†
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Youth Choir Practice (Church)
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Grades 1-6 Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, May 11: Easter Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Charles & Iola Orcutt†
10:00 am – Loyola President & Priests Meeting at St. John’s
(Fr. Paul attends)

4:30 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Mtg. (Fr. Paul attends)
7:00 pm – Education Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)
7:30 pm – K of C Planning Meeting (Lower Hall)

Friday, May 12: Easter Weekday (Saints Nereus and Achilleus,
Martyrs; Saint Pancras, Martyr)

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Cyrilla Beal†
9:00 am - 6:30 pm – CCW Mother’s Day Plant Sale
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited

Saturday, May 13: Easter Weekday (Our Lady of Fatima)
9:00 am - 6:30 pm – CCW Mother’s Day Plant Sale
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Mel Ulrich†

Sunday, May 14: Fifth Sunday of Easter
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am
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– Rosary
– Mass - Lorraine Mauer†
– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish

Tom Koch
8:00 am Dolores Portz
JoAnn Borchert

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm

Rebecca Gruenes, Pat & Wanda Hull,
Nicole Hull, Rick Gruber, Mary Beth Nygaard
8:00 am Jane Younge, Linda & Gerry Hiniker,
Terri Compton, Bernie Bastian,
Mike Brumm
10:00 am Dennis Haga, Julie Schoettler,
Curt & Donna Stanke,
Brent Friedrichs, Ryan Howe

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Riley, Rayna, Reid Gruenes
Braeden Otto, James Younge,
Duram Kelly (C/B/B)
Hailey Barker, Andrew Kohrs,
Hannah Linnes (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Bernard Family (First Communicant Family)
Evans Family (First Communicant Family)
Barker Family (First Communicant Family)

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Paul Stevens, Gary Wintheiser,
Ken & Pat Thiele
Doug & Mary Homan, Paul Harguth,
Carl Steffensmeier (Head Usher)
Jim Barker, Thomas Kohls,
Isaac Kolstad, Blain Kolstad (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm Jim Theuninck
10:00 am Ryan Howe

8:00 am Arlyce Anderson

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Emily Schumacher/Vicki Galli
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Lori Christiansen/Jeanne Makela

Money Counters - May 2017: Arlyce Anderson, Mary
Haley, Lee Sontag Kopp, Les Kopp

Bulletin Folders - May 2017: Mary Bliss, Barb
Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita
Townsend
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers

Welcome to Holy Rosary Parish!

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish

Are you new to the area or would
like to join Holy Rosary parish? Just go
to www.holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download
the registration forms to fill out. You can
also simply send us your contact information via an easy-touse form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms.
Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Edie Lange, Greg Steffel, Amber & her two sons, Isayah
& Taydinn; Richard Giroux; Mary Helen Kennedy; Shannon
Murphy; Dale Nickel; Daniel Crowley; Jo Lindberg; Charles
Ulman
Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932

For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Steven & Sharon Lenz
Dennis & Sue Schmitz
Patrick Bowen
Joel & Shawna Mueller
Allan Hughes
Paul & Kristine Skjeveland
Joseph & Jill Kratzke

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Special Intention

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Acts 11:1-18/Jn 10:11-18
Acts 11:19-26/Jn 10:22-30
Acts 12:24—13:5a/Jn 12:44-50
Acts 13:26-33/Jn 14:1-6
Acts 13:44-52/Jn 14:7-14
Acts 6:1-7/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12

Monday, May 15, 2017

HURRY! THE LAST OF THE
TICKETS ARE ON SALE!
Would you believe that we are down to our last SIX
TICKETS TO BE SOLD FOR OUR ANNUAL VACATION RAFFLE!
Can you believe it as we are still ONE WEEK away for the
big and FINAL FUNDRAISER event for this fiscal year of
2016-2017 that will be held on MONDAY, MAY 15th! I
believe that the tickets have been selling better than ever
because everyone has such a good time last year! There
will be AGAIN FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, FUN AND SOME
INCREASED FINANCES FOR SOME LUCKY WINNERS! We
again have a WONDERFUL MEAL planned that I know you
are all going to LOVE!
Silent Auction: We have received a good
number of prizes for the Silent Auction as Jim’s office is
getting more and more cluttered with every passing day.
However, we are in need of new or “slightly used” or
antique items for this great event. If you have new or
gently used items you are willing to donate, please drop
them off at the parish office or give Jim Theuninck a call at
345-6828. Thank you for your support!

Mark Your Calendars!
The Annual Blessing of the Bikes will
be held after Mass on the north church
lawn at Holy Rosary on Sat., May 28th!
Pray for sunshine!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“The one task which God has imposed upon us in the
world today … is to work for the total abolition of war.”
- Thomas Merton
HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Stewardship Corner
Enrollment information for 2017-18: Visit the LCS
website and click “Re-Enrollment Information for 201718” on the homepage. Family Tours and Student Shadow
Days may be scheduled at your convenience. Questions?
Call 507-388-0600.
Lucky 20 tickets! 20 chances to win! Top prize is
$10,000! Drawing on May 15 at the Crusader Golf Classic.
Need not be present to win. Call 388-0600 for tickets, or
ask any Loyola student/family!
Save the Dates: Loyola Pops Concert, May 10th, 7:30
pm, Upper Campus gym. Crusader Golf Classic, May 15th.
Visit loyolacatholicschool.org to register! Baccalaureate
Mass, May 17th, 7pm, Upper Campus Chapel
Graduation, May 21st, 7pm, Upper Campus gym.
LoyolaPalooza, July 29.
On May 2, Loyola hosted evaluators from AdvancEd
Worldwide. AdvancEd accreditation is a commitment to
continuous improvement and excellence.
This was K-6 “Superhero Literacy Week” celebrating
reading and writing with themed dress up days, activities,
snacks, and fun, culminating in our “Star Reader”
ceremony honoring our top 10 readers and all of our
Accelerated Reading champs.
#Loyolaproud
During the year students in grades 1-5 read an
average of 69 books.
Last Sunday, 17 Loyola students received awards at
the Laws of Life essay contest banquet. (There were 227
entries city-wide with 27 earning awards.)
Third graders met with their SSND Pen Pals on
Tuesday. Students in grades 2-12 had the opportunity to
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation on Thursday.
On Friday, Kindergarteners presented their spring
program and grades 4 and 5 attended the Mankato
Symphony Orchestra concert.

Special Collection for The
Basilica of the National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception
Next week, our parish will participate in a national
collection for the Trinity Dome to complete the Basilica of
the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington, DC, before its 100th anniversary. Also known
as America’s Catholic Church, the National Shrine has been a
century in the making, built by and for the faithful of our
great nation in honor of our Blessed Mother, the patroness
of the United States. Become a part of Mary’s Shrine and
help to bring to completion our church! For more
information, please visit: www.trinitydome.org.
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$73,231.32
Goal:
$73,231.32
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$22,022.00
Soft Goal:
$38,768.53
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2016-17:
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17:

$221,268.00
$221,268.00
$316,521.32
$316,521.32

As of this week, we have completed all of our
stewardship commitments to the Diocese as well as our
Area Catholic School. Alleluia! These two areas are the
largest portions of our entire parish budget and the credit
goes to you the faithful for your relentless giving throughout
the year through the weekly collections to complete these
areas eight-weeks ahead of time. Alleluia! Alleluia!
Presently, our checking account is quite low, but since
we are largely current with our billing (although every day
we tend to get one bill or another), we anticipate creeping
ahead financially. I still anticipate closing in the positive if
the giving trends of the past continue in the future.
This week we wrote a final check to Loyola in the
amount of $9,924.00. We will begin again in the fall to start
making payments towards our goal that has already been
set at $205,014.00. Over the past two years we have seen
the stewardship amount decrease by $28,986.00.00. This is
due in part as there has been created a financial formula for
the parishes based on student population, parish size,
income, etc. This is something I have been fostering since I
arrived as pastor and I am grateful that this is now a
stewardship reality in fairness to all our Catholic parishes
and the Catholic school.
We will continue the First Sunday of month to take up a
collection for those in financial need for food through the
good and holy work of the ECHO Food Shelf. We will
continue to post each week what we have taken in and
what we have raised on the second collection weekends.
Finally, I hope that you will support our work of raising
the needed $30,000.00 to do the necessary exterior repairs
of our church structure. This necessary maintenance project
is not only cosmetic, but also conserving the structure so
that it may be in good operational order for many years to
come. Again, thank you for your great generosity.
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Catholic Home Missions Appeal
Thank you for your generous support of last week’s
Catholic Home Missions Appeal. Your contributions will help
strengthen the Church at home and ensure that the Gospel is
spread across the United States. If you missed the appeal, it’s
not too late to give! Just visit usccb.org/nationalcollections and
click on the “How to Give” link on the left.

Living Faith Sundays at the Shrine
“Living Faith Afternoon” on May 14th at
Schoenstatt on the Lake – a wonderful way to
celebrate our Blessed Mother on this Mother’s
Day! The afternoon will include inspiration,
fellowship & prayer in the Schoenstatt Shrine
starting at 2pm and ending with a light supper at
5pm. All mothers attending will receive a special gift. Free-will
donation for supper. Families are welcome! Please let us know
you are coming: 507-794-7727.

50th Anniversary of Ordination
The Reverend Andrew D. Olsem invites you to participate
in a Mass of Thanksgiving commemorating his 50th
Anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood to be offered on
Sunday, June 4th, at 10:00 am at St. John the Baptist. There will
be a luncheon following Mass. For the luncheon, please RSVP
by May 15th to: mmstalo@hotmail.com or call 388-6283.

World Day of Prayer for Vocations
World Day of Prayer for Vocations is this Sunday,
May 7th. The purpose of this day is to publically fulfill the
Lord's instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest to send
laborers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). Please pray that young
men & women hear & respond generously to the Lord's call to
the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, societies of apostolic
life or secular institutes.

Attention All College Bound Students
and Their Families
There will be a NEWMAN CONNECTION Sign Up after the
Baccalaureate Mass and Lunch on the Lawn on Sunday, May 21
for all college/vocational school bound students. By having
incoming students sign up with Newman Connection, students
can stay connected to their Catholic faith and receive help
navigating through the new adventure of college life.
When students sign up with NEWMAN CONNECTION they
will automatically be connected to the Catholic Campus
Ministry at the school of their choice. The Campus Minister can
then reach out to the student prior to their arrival on campus
or within the first weeks of school inviting them to the
fellowship and various activities that they provide.
To find out more, please contact Dolores Portz at 388-3554
or dolpor@hotmail.com. The NEWMAN CONNECTION is a service of the
local Serra Club. To find out more go to: newmanconnection.org.

VBS Registration - CD Giveaway!
Registration is now open for Vacation Bible
School! You can register by going to the Holy Rosary
website and registering online. There are also paper
registration forms at the entrances of the church. If you are
one of the first twenty people to register for VBS, your
child’s name will go into a drawing for a free CD! I have two
CDs to give away! Register now! To guarantee a t-shirt for
your child, please register by May 15th.
Lunch on the Lawn
We will have an end of the year celebration for
Religious Education students and their families on Sunday,
May 21st after the 10:00 am Mass. Please plan on joining
us for a picnic on the north side of the church.
Baccalaureate Mass
On Sunday, May 21st, at the 10:00 am
Mass, Holy Rosary will be honoring all our
graduating high school seniors. A letter
was sent out to all seniors of the parish
with more information. You can RSVP by emailing Cathy at
nevec@hickorytech.net or calling 345-6765.
Newman Connection
There will be a NEWMAN CONNECTION Sign Up after
the Baccalaureate Mass and Lunch on the Lawn on Sunday,
May 21st for all college/vocational school bound students.
By having incoming students sign up with Newman
Connection, students can stay connected to their Catholic
faith and receive help navigating through the new
adventure of college life.
Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School will be held June 4th - 9th from
8:15 am - 11:30 am each day. VBS is for students Preschool
(ages 4 & 5) through 5th grade. The cost is $30 per student
which includes a t-shirt, daily snacks, & daily gizmos!
Upcoming Dates
 May 10: Youth Choir 5:00 pm - 5:45 pm in Church; Class

for Elementary Grades 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm (Last class for
elementary)

Thank You!
Thank you to the CCW for donating cakes and bars to
the Gabe Speckel benefit. Thanks to your generosity there
were plenty of cakes for the cake walk and a large variety of
bars for dessert.
Sincerely, The Super Gabe Kidney Krew
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