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THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

“With that their eyes were opened and they
recognized Him, but He vanished from their sight.”
- St. Luke

It will be three years in June that I
arrived as pastor, and I am only some
sixteen months away from completing
three decades in the priesthood. Over
these years as a priest (and I assume it
would be also true within the
Sacrament of Marriage as well as the
single state), there are certain
moments in our “comings and goings”
of life that we will never forget. They
are those life-changing moments.
Perhaps one might call them
“Conversion Moments”, as, all of a sudden, everything becomes
so incredibly clear.
While “Conversion Moments” have happened to me many
times in my life, mostly in the priesthood; my most recent one,
arrived shortly after I had arrived as pastor. The rectory was in
need of some plumbing, paint, etc. I decided to hold off on
sending for the majority of my things (books, furniture, pictures,
clothes, etc.) that were in storage until the house was in some
semblance of order. When the truck finally arrived one day that
summer, and they had backed up the truck by the front door and
slid open the back of the truck door, I thought: “Whose stuff is
this? It cannot be all mine.” Since the previous assignment had
been as a temporary administrator and not a long-term pastor, I
had not seen many of these things for nearly a year and a half. I
realized that one person does not need all of these things, (even
if some people might think it was not that much), and it was time
to divest.
Because of that moment of conversion, I have divested of
many things since then, from hundreds of books, reading
materials, household goods, knick-knacks and even a guitar. Every
time I get rid of things, I expect to feel bad or empty, but all I feel
is good and relieved. Last week I got rid of another 50 books or
more. This week I packed up a half a dozen boxes of this and that,
that I no longer need. I am still having that good feeling that all
started three years ago, in that “Conversion Moment”.
While I have many favorite passages of scripture, this
weekend’s passage from St. Luke, the great story-teller, is right at
the top. I have on my wall a picture, since I was given it in college,
of today’s gospel story of Emmaus (see above). While I have
parted with many things more materially valuable than this
picture, the image is priceless to me as the artist so masterfully
recreated that mysterious moment when Christ broke the bread
and they recognized Jesus in that “Conversion Moment” as they
broke bread.
As mysterious as this passage is, it is also beautiful. There are
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so many questions I still have about this passage. How come
those two followers did not recognize Jesus after He resurrected?
After our resurrection, will we look different in appearance than
we do now? Was the resurrected heart of Jesus still pumping
blood through His veins? Could they not see the wounds on his
hands/forearms? Does your digestive track work again after you
rise from the dead so that you can eat and drink? In your
resurrected state, do you look exactly like a human being does
that is not resurrected, walking on the earth?
While you and I might have many questions (and more)
of this nature, I don’t think that St. Luke wants us to focus on
the mystery of the Messiah’s miraculous presence as much as
the Good News message that we must receive from reading
this gospel.
St. Luke is telling us this story not only to believe in the
“resurrection”, but also to believe in what we “receive” when we
come weekly to the Holy Eucharist. When the Eucharistic bread is
broken and the Eucharistic wine is poured, are we having a
spiritual “Conversion Moment”? Is receiving Holy Communion
the most “memorable moment” of our week? Do we see Christ in
the breaking of the Eucharistic bread at the time of the “Lamb of
God”, or do we just see bread that is possibly blessed.
I was recently reading that some 70% of Catholics “do not”
believe that the Holy Eucharist is truly the Body and the Blood of
Christ. Parallel that statistic with the fact that about 25-30% of
Catholics attend Mass in our Diocese of New Ulm and elsewhere
around the country. One might conclude that if we do not believe
in the Holy Eucharist and the “Real Presence” of Christ, you will
see no point in attending regularly the Holy Eucharist.
This weekend is First Holy Communion Sunday. It is a very
special time in the spring of the year for the parish, the parents
of the First Holy Communicants and the First Communicants
themselves. This too is a “Conversion Moment”, for who of us
does not remember our First Holy Communion day? It is because
it is such a special and spiritually transforming moment.
Parents of our First Communicants as well as parents of the
youth of our parish; the best gift you can give your children is a
spiritual gift that goes beyond any sacramental gift such as a
rosary, religious plaque or even that most read book, the Holy
Bible. This great gift is attending the HOLY EUCHARIST EACH
WEEK! The greatest gift we can give to our children and my
parents gave to me (even before my First Holy Communion)
was taking me to the Holy Eucharist every Sunday of my life,
along with my five brothers and sisters without fail. I am proud
to say that I have never missed Mass in my whole life through
my own fault.
May God grant me His mercy at the end of time for believing
in Him and trying my best, in my weak human condition to
recognize Him each weekly, and now daily as a priest, through
the “breaking of the Eucharist bread”.
Happy Easter!
Congratulations to our First Communicants. May this weekend be
a “Conversion Moment” for both our parents and their precious
children, that you will never forget for the rest of your life! God
bless you all!
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Stewardship of Gratitude
Adult
WeShare Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Easter Flowers
Holy Thursday Collection
Good Friday Pontifical Collection
Ash Wednesday
Easter Collection
Home Mission
Vigil Light Monies
Loyola Donation
Vacation Raffle Ticket Sales
CCW Church Cleaning Donation
Papal Flag Donation
November Fest Raffle Tickets
Stole Fee
Rental Income

$4,730.00
$2,164.67
$62.10
$359.27
$20.00
$10.00
$35.00
$10.00
$670.00
$80.00
$20.00
$200.00
$3,650.00
$312.00
$100.00
$100.00
$50.00
$1,100.00

Grand Total
$13,683.04
Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00

Stewardship of Gratitude
It is pretty outstanding that we can break budget the
week after Easter. I am sure that it will not come as a
surprise that our attendance was noticeably less than
Easter; although Easter was pretty spectacular in terms
of both souls and stewardship! Thank you for that! This
week we paid out all of our bills and made out another
check of stewardship for our Area Catholic School of
Loyola. May and June will be rebuilding months for
stewardship as we have completed all of our major
expenses at this time. Everything that we take in over
the next eight weeks, until the end of June will be 100%
for the needs of Holy Rosary parish. We will be raising
money for our mortar project on the exterior of the
church that will be done this summer. I hope that we
can count on your great support again for this basic
maintenance project. I never get tired of saying it:
“THANK YOU FOR YOUR GREAT GENEROSITY!”

Mark Your Calendars!
The Annual Blessing of the Bikes
will be held after Mass on the north
church lawn at Holy Rosary on Sat.,
May 28th! Pray for sunshine!

Monday, May 15, 2017

HURRY! THE LAST OF THE
TICKETS ARE ON SALE!
Would you believe that we are down to our last
TWENTY TICKETS TO BE SOLD FOR OUR ANNUAL
VACATION RAFFLE! Can you believe it as we are still TWO
WEEKS away for the big and FINAL FUNDRAISER event for
this fiscal year of 2016-2017 that will be held on MONDAY,
MAY 15th! I believe that the tickets have been selling
better than ever because everyone has such a good time
last year! There will be AGAIN FOOD, FELLOWSHIP, FUN
AND SOME INCREASED FINANCES FOR SOME LUCKY
WINNERS! We again have a WONDERFUL MEAL planned
that I know you are all going to LOVE!
Silent Auction: We have received a good
number of prizes for the Silent Auction as Jim’s office is
getting more and more cluttered with every passing day.
However, we are in need of new or “slightly used” or
antique items for this great event. If you have new or
gently used items you are willing to donate, please drop
them off at the parish office or give Jim Theuninck a call at
345-6828. Thank you for your support!

Benefit Concert THIS SUNDAY!
Join us for the third annual
Celebration for Life benefit
concert, supporting Options for
Women | Mankato, this Sunday,
April 30th, at Hosanna Lutheran
Church at 3:00 pm. Musical
entertainment will be the
popular group Sister, followed by a testimony of an Options for
Women client. Refreshments will be served following the
performance. Free-will offering; no admission charge.

Marriage Encounter Weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a private
weekend away from distractions that allows a married
couple to rekindle and grow in their love... experience the
joys that come from this intimate Weekend. The next
available Weekends are Nov 17-19, 2017 in Windom, MN
and May 5-7, 2017 in Buffalo, MN. Early registration is
highly recommended. For more information visit our
website at: southmnwwme.org or contact Miki
at applications@southmnwwme.org or 507-227-8229.
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The Week Ahead

May 6th - 7th, 2017

Sunday, April 30: Third Sunday of Easter
3:00 pm – Options for Women Benefit Concert (Hosanna)

Monday, May 1: Easter Weekday (Saint Joseph the Worker)
No Morning Mass
12:00 pm – Deadline for donations to CCW Sale
6:00 pm – CCW Closing Mass & Dinner (Church & Lower Hall)
- Cheryl Hammock†

Tuesday, May 2: Saint Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor
of the Church
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, May 3: Saints Philip and James, Apostles
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Harold Mauer†
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Youth Choir Practice (Church)
6:00 pm - 6:50 pm – Youth Group
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm – Grades 7-11 Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, May 4: Easter Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Mildred (Millie) Anderson†

Friday, May 5: Easter Weekday
7:30 am - 7:00 pm – Re-Organize, Re-Do, Recycle Sale
(Gym)

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Arlo Sandvig†
*Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass
9:00 am - 3:00 pm – Eucharistic Adoration
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
1:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)
3:00 pm – Benediction

Saturday, May 6: Easter Weekday
K of C Highway Clean Up
7:30 am - 1:00 pm – Re-Organize, Re-Do, Recycle Sale
(Gym)

9:00 am
4:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm

– Latin Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
– Sacrament of Reconciliation
– Rosary
– Mass - Jerry & Mary Jane Wesely†

Sunday, May 7: Fourth Sunday of Easter
(World Day of Prayer for Vocation)
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish
– Rosary
– Mass (May Crowning) - Sebastian & Gloria Lena†,
Emmanuel & Hilda Anthonisamy†, and Imparajah†
(Nursery, Pre-K, and CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)
11:00 am – Coffee & Rolls (Lower Hall)
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Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am

Eileen Wadekamper
Michelle Fischer 10:00 am Jim Schorn

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm

8:00 am
10:00 am

Brenda Voracek, Karen Winters,
Eileen Wadekamper, Tom Koch,
Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski
Peter & Danielle Backes, Sharon Lenz,
Kristin Cain, Margaret Ayers, Cathy Neve
Mike & Diane O’Dea, Darlene Schorn,
Maxine Davis, Sherry Henrickson

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Emma Niederegger, Anna Voracek,
James Voracek (C/B/B)
Tim Cain, Carson & Danielle Fischer (C/B/B)
Shea & Elias Westermann,
Rehanna Flynn (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Currington Family (First Communicant Family)
Riebel Family (First Communicant Family)
Luscomb Family (First Communicant Family)

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Steve Enderle, Tom Rheaume,
Bob Meyer, Mark Weingartz (Head Usher)
Gary & Mary Zellmer, Craig Amundson,
Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher)
John Jagerson, Brandon Bernard,
Steve Kaiser, Glenn Verschelde

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm Jim Theuninck 8:00 am Sharon Lenz
10:00 am Jeanette Barsness

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Myra Schroepfer/Jeanne Makela
Corinne Ort/Vicki Galli
Holy Rosary Choir/Janelle Campeau

Money Counters - May 2017: Arlyce Anderson, Mary
Haley, Lee Sontag Kopp, Les Kopp

Bulletin Folders - May 2017: Mary Bliss, Barb
Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Maxine Davis, Rita
Townsend
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers

Welcome to Holy Rosary Parish!

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish

We welcome again this week
another family to Holy Rosary. In a
special way we welcome Doug Shey &
Courtney Maxwell-Shey to Holy Rosary
Church. They are the proud parents of
Thomas and Jane. Doug is employed as
a therapist and Courtney is employed as a teacher. We are
so glad that you have joined our parish family!
Are you new to the area or would like to join Holy
Rosary parish? Just go to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration & download the registration
forms to fill out. You can also simply send us your contact
information via an easy-to-use form and we will mail you a
hard copy of those forms. Come join our growing Holy
Rosary parish family!

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Eddie Lange, Greg Steffel, Amber & her two sons, Isayah
& Taydinn; Richard Giroux; Mary Helen Kennedy; Shannon
Murphy; Dale Nickel; Rose Wilson; Daniel Crowley; Jo
Lindberg; Charles Ulman
Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932

For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Julie Schoettler
Lon & Julie Kelling
Kenneth & Barbara Hull
Todd & Rebecca Newberry
Avis Pettersen
Shannon & Michael Hoolihan
Dennis & Susan Moe

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Daniel Fitterer
Timothy Eick

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Diane Helget

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Acts 6:8-15/Jn 6:22-29
Acts 7:51—8:1a/Jn 6:30-35
1 Cor 15:1-8/Jn 14:6-14
Acts 9:1-20/Jn 6:52-59
Acts 9:31-42/Jn 6:60-69
Acts 2:14a, 36-41/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10

VINE Adult Respite Center
Open House Celebration
421 E. Hickory Street, Mankato
Everyone is invited to join us for a tour and refreshments
on Wednesday, May 17th, 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm. VINE’s Adult
Respite Center is open from 8 am – 5 pm each weekday. We
provide enriching activities and supervised care for aging adults
who have progressive illnesses like Parkinson’s disease or
dementia as well as individuals who can benefit from organized
activities and intellectual stimulation. Family caregivers enjoy a
much-deserved break while their loved ones enjoy playing
games, socializing, having visits from therapy pets, singing, and
other fun activities. VINE’s affordable adult day program is
licensed by the State of Minnesota. Long-term care insurance,
county waivers, veteran benefits, and private payment
accepted. Call Mary Wichtendahl or Carol Ries at (507) 3871666 for more information.

Journey through Grief
Journey through Grief is an eight-week grief group for
adults who have lost a loved one. Participants will connect
with others, share their stories, explore the process of grief
and healing, and find comfort in knowing they are not alone.
The Fairmont session will be held Thursday mornings
from 10 a.m. until noon, May 4 to June 29, at Fairmont
United Methodist Church, 119 E. 2nd Street in Fairmont.
This group will not meet on June 22.
The Mankato session will be held Wednesday mornings
from 10 a.m. until noon, May 3 to June 21, at St. John the
Baptist Church, 632 South Broad Street in Mankato. Please
see the attached flyer for more details on these grief groups.
There is no cost to participate in this grief group, but pre
-registration is required. Group members will be limited to
10, so pre-register ASAP. For more info or to register, please
call 507-594-2989 or 1-800-327-3721, ext. 2989 (toll free).
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Re-Organize, Re-Do, Recycle Sale Come Check it Out!
Holy Rosary School Gym
Fri, May 5 - 7:30 am to 7:00 pm
Sat, May 6 - 7:30 am to 1:00 pm
Huge amount of household,
books, hobby/craft, dresser, end
table, vintage / collectibles,
games, clothing, etc., etc. Free
books for kids on Sat while they
last. No early sales.
Proceeds from this sale will be used for Holy Rosary
CCW projects.

Donate & Volunteer
DONATE: Last chance to donate to the Re-Organize, ReDo, Recycle Sale! Donations accepted at Parish Center until
noon on Monday, May 1st.
VOLUNTEER: Help is still needed for set-up on Thursday,
May 4th. We are meeting at 9:00 am in Holy Rosary’s school
cafeteria. If you are able to help, please contact Mary Grams
at (507) 327-6479 or at dave.mary.grams@gmail.com.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Every person is worthy of our giving. Not for their
physical appearance or their abilities, … but rather
because they are God’s handiwork. God created that
person in his image, and he or she reflects something of
God’s glory. Every human being is the object of God’s
infinite tenderness, and he himself is present in their
lives. Jesus offered his previous blood on the cross for
that person. Every person is immensely holy and
deserves our love.”
- Pope Francis (Evangelii Gaudium, n. 274)

CCW Annual Plant Sale
CCW’s Annual Mother’s Day plant sale
is coming up at Holy Rosary on May 12th
– May 14th. If you have flower pots for
the children’s planting area, they can be
dropped off at the church office. Please consider
volunteering to work. Provide Elaine at the parish office (387
-6501) with your name and phone number.

K. of C. Council #5551 News
May 6 - Highway clean up May 25 - Blood Drive
May 11 - Planning Meeting May 25 - General Meeting

Easter Flower Memorials
In remembrance of the deceased members of Lueder &
Schreiner Families by Peter & Jelaine Schreiner
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Stewardship Corner
Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$73,231.32
Goal:
$73,231.32
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$22,022.00
Soft Goal:
$38,768.53
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
Goal:
Total Paid to Date 2016-17:
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17:

$211,344.00
$221,268.00
$306,597.32
$316,521.32

We took another big step forward in our stewardship
commitment as we paid out $18,000.00 this week to our
Catholic School commitment. We are seeing the “Easter
Light” of stewardship as we now have less than $10,000.00
to pay out to complete all of our stewardship commitments
both for the Diocese and our Area Catholic School. All of
our bills are current, but our checking account is quite low
right now. Hopefully, we will be able to make our final
payment to our Catholic School this coming week. That will
leave all of May and June to replenish our revenue and
close in the positive again this year. We will also be starting
in these final eight weeks to begin collecting needed
monies to repair the exterior of the church and to prevent
future water leakage in our beautiful facility. Some of you
have already verbally indicated that you would like to
support this practical project. We are anticipating spending
in four phases of work a little less than $30,000.00. Thank
you for your relentless support.

Graduates and Parents
Did you know that 80% of students stop practicing their
faith at some point during college (2014 NEWMAN CONNECTION
internal study)? But, together, we can change this.
NEWMAN CONNECTION’S High School outreach program
helps keep college students practicing their faith by connecting
them to their local Catholic Campus Ministry.
When students sign up with NEWMAN CONNECTION, their
information will automatically be sent to the Catholic Campus
Ministry at the college of their choice. The Campus Ministry
can then reach out to the students upon their arrival on
Campus. This has shown great success.
To get connected, call Jim Shaw at (507) 387-1658 or e-mail
at crjsshaw@hickorytech.net. BEFORE MAY 19, 2017.
The Newman Connection is a service of the local Serra Club. To find out
more, go to: newmanconnection.org
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First Communion Sunday
Lord Jesus bless all those receiving
you in Holy Communion for the first
time this weekend. We pray that each
one of them know your love and mercy
in a personal way and may they
continue to grow in faith and love as
your disciples.
Christian Barker son of Jim and Bridget
Natalie Bear daughter of Andrew and Nicole
Brayden Bernard son of Benjamin and Rebecca
Daniel Hammers son of Eric and Jennifer
Jon Clark son of Jason and Iris
Jashae Currington son of Jasper and Emma
Brynn Evans daughter of Troy and Holly
Maleah Giesen daughter of Jeff and Karla
Lucas Gustafson son of Ryan and Kristin
Isabella Haugh daughter of Paul and Liza
Jack Hinrichs son of Kevin and Tanya
Macie Hoolihan daughter of Michael and Shannon
Sophie Huiras daughter of Adam and Heather
Anna Isenberg daughter of Jon and Marisa
Elizabeth Knox daughter of Chris and Christi
Thomas Kohlmeyer son of Jason and Logan
Regan Landkamer daughter of Patrick and Laura
Mark Larson son of Philip and Janet
Ashlyn Luscomb daughter of Chad and Angela
Kyle Manderfeld son of Paul and Lisa
Kailynn Marth daughter of Justin and Amy
Charlotte Maxfield daughter of Charles and Raquel
Claire Niederegger daughter of Thomas and Sarah
Abigail Nies daughter of Jacob and Jessica
Sophie Richardson daughter of Clarence and Beth
Isabella Riebel daughter of Milton and Jenny
Molly Rorvig daughter of Matt and Beth
Cloey Ruch daughter of Nathan and Candy
Amelia Speckel daughter of John and Martha
Cassie Tauer daughter of Scott and Karen
Bella Willaert daughter of Eric and Sarah
Baccalaureate Mass
On Sunday, May 21st, at the 10:00 am Mass, Holy Rosary
will be honoring all our graduating high school seniors. All
high school seniors should have received a letter in the mail
with more information. If you didn’t get a letter, please call
Cathy at 345 - 6765.

May Crowning - May 7, 2017
May Crowning at Holy Rosary will
be held on May 7th this year. We are
asking
that
our
First
Holy
Communicants would ALL return to
process in their First Communion dress
(another chance to wear those nice
clothes) as well as ALL of our students
in religious education classes/Catholic
School from grades K-12 for the 10:00 am Mass. After Mass,
we will celebrate in a special way our Second Graders and the
Blessed Mother (who is the patroness of our parish and the
Queen of the month of May) with coffee and rolls and
refreshments down in the lower social hall. All students at
the start of Mass are asked to gather in the lower social hall
and to process in and to bring a flower from the garden (tulips
are blooming right now) or a flower from the store to present
to the Blessed Mother. There are great graces that flow from
Christ who give special honor to his Blessed Mother! Mary,
help of Christians, pray for us!
VBS Registration - CD Giveaway!
Registration is now open for Vacation Bible
School! You can register by going to the Holy
Rosary website and registering online. There are
also paper registration forms at the entrances of
the church. If you are one of the first twenty people to
register for VBS, your child’s name will go into a drawing for a
free CD! I have two CDs to give away! Register now! To
guarantee a t-shirt for your child, please register by May 15th.
Lunch on the Lawn
We will have an end of the year celebration for Religious
Education students and their families on Sunday, May 21st,
after the 10:00 am Mass. Please plan on joining us for a picnic
on the north side of the church.
Maker Fun Factory Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School will be held June 4th - 9th from
8:15 am - 11:30 am each day. VBS is for students Preschool
(ages 4 & 5) through 5th grade. The cost is $30 per student
which includes a t-shirt, daily snacks, & daily gizmos!
Upcoming Dates
 May 3: Youth Choir 5:00 pm - 5:45 pm in Church; Youth
Group 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Jr/Sr High Class 7:00 pm 8:30 pm (Last class for jr/sr high)
 May 7: May Crowning at 10:00 am Mass; All grades will
participate.
 May 10: Youth Choir 5:00 pm - 5:45 pm in Church; Class
for Elementary Grades 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm (Last class for
elementary)
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Thank You
Enrollment information for 2017-18: Visit the LCS
website and click “Re-Enrollment Information for 201718” on the homepage. Family Tours and Student
Shadow Days may be scheduled at your convenience.
Questions? Call 507-388-0600.
Lucky 20 tickets! 20 chances to win! Top prize is
$10,000! Drawing on May 15 at the Crusader Golf
Classic. Need not be present to win. Call 388-0600 for
tickets, or ask any Loyola student/family!
Save the Dates: Crusader Golf Classic on May 15th.
Visit
www.loyolacatholicschool.org
to
register!
LoyolaPalooza on July 29th.
Loyola’s class of 2017 joined Bishop Quinn and
seniors from Pacelli, Lourde, and Cotter High Schools at
the Diocesan Baccalaureate Mass and luncheon in
Austin on April 26.
Loyola 8th graders spent “A Day on the Hill” on April
26, learning about high school expectations and course
offerings.
May 1-5 is “Superhero Literacy Week” celebrating
reading and writing with themed dress up days,
activities, snacks, and fun, and recognizing our
Accelerated Reading champs.
On May 2, Loyola will host our annual visit with
evaluators from AdvancEd Worldwide.
AdvancEd
accreditation is a commitment to continuous
improvement and excellence.
#Loyolaproud
Eleven Loyola students participated in the state
Speech competition last weekend. Charlotte Lena placed
3rd and Meghan Schaub placed 5th in Great Speeches.
Becca Kohlmeyer placed 5th in Creative Expression, and
Megan Hillesheim placed 7th in Serious Interpretation of
Poetry. Loyola now ranks third in the Class A Speech alltime medal counts, with 124 medals earned since 1969.
Loyola sent ten 5th graders to the Math Masters
competition at Bethany Lutheran College last week. 249
“mathletes” from 13 different schools attended the
competition.

Catholic Home Missions Appeal
Support the Catholic Home Missions Appeal today! Right
now, over 40 percent of dioceses in the United States are
considered home missions because they are unable to fund
essential pastoral work needed in their communities. Your
support funds programs—such as religious education,
seminary formation, and lay ministry training—to build
vibrant faith communities right here in the United States.
Please be generous. More information can be found at
www.usccb.org/home-missions.

April 23, 2017
Dear Fr. van de Crommert,
Please accept this belated letter of appreciation for your
support for the most recent Pasta with the Padres. This is a
major event that supports the ECHO Food Shelf.
This was also the most successful in recent years.
Tabulating all donations at the door, the silent auction and the
sale of items, just over $10,000.00 was raised. This goes a long
way in furnishing food to those in need within Blue Earth
County and North Mankato.
Thank you again for your continued support of ECHO.
Ed Babel, Chair of Board

Prayer Sheets
If you would like a copy of the prayers we pray after
reciting the rosary before Mass, they are available in the
back of the church (blue sheet).

May Rosary at Schoenstatt on the Lake
Come and pray the rosary in honor
of our Lady during the month of May,
every evening at 7:30 pm in the
Schoenstatt Shrine. A wonderful way to
show our love for the Blessed Mother
and to bring her our prayer intentions!
Schoenstatt on the Lake entrance across
from Del Monte - 27762 Cty Rd 27,
Sleepy Eye, MN. Questions? 794-7727

Living Faith Sundays at the Shrine
Join us for a “Living Faith Afternoon” on May 14 at
Schoenstatt on the Lake – a wonderful way to celebrate
our Blessed Mother on this Mother’s Day! This “miniretreat” is a great opportunity to grow in a relationship with
God. The afternoon will include inspiration, fellowship and
prayer in the Schoenstatt Shrine starting at 2pm and ending
with a light supper at 5pm. All mothers attending will
receive a special gift. Free-will donation for supper.
Families are welcome! Please let us know you are coming:
507-794-7727. Save the dates for future months: Sept 17th
& Nov 19th.

Bishop Lucker Lecture
The 2017 Bishop Lucker Lecture is now available for
viewing online. This year’s presenter was Helen Alvaré,
professor of law at George Mason University School of Law
in Arlington, Va., where she teaches family law, law and
religion, and property law. She has also taught law at the
Columbus School of Law at the Catholic University of
America and the John Paul II Institute of Marriage and
Family, both in Washington, D.C. Alvaré’s talk was entitled
“The Rise of Sexual Expressionism in the Law.” To view
Alvaré’s presentation visit the Diocese of New Ulm Web site,
www.dnu.org/bishop-lucker-lecture.

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Father Michael Schmitz:
Why are funeral homilies so much
about Jesus and not the deceased?
Q. We recently had a funeral for a family member. I
was a bit annoyed by how much the priest talked about
Jesus and how little he talked about the person who died.
Isn’t the funeral supposed to be more of a celebration of
the person’s life?
A. You bring up a phenomenal point.
Most funerals are exactly what you were
expecting. They are either crafted to be a
“celebration of life” or as a way to
“formalize” one’s goodbye. But this isn’t
what a funeral is primarily about.
Don’t get me wrong. A family that
wants to celebrate the life of its deceased
relative is doing something right in wanting to remember
the one they love and to say their goodbyes. Those are good
and significant things to do in the midst of pain, loss and
sorrow.
But they are not the only things. In fact, they are not
even the most important reasons we celebrate Catholic
funeral Masses. One might say that there are four principle
reasons for a funeral Mass.
Father Paul Scalia, at the funeral Mass for his father,
Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia, stood up to give the
homily, and after a few words of introduction and thanks,
began by stating, “We are gathered here because of one
man. A man known personally to many of us, known only by
reputation to even more. A man loved by many, scorned by
others. A man known for great controversy, and for great
compassion. That man, of course, is Jesus of Nazareth.”
Obviously, everyone in the church had originally thought
that Father Scalia was talking about his own father. But
Father Scalia knew who the real focus of the funeral Mass is:
God. The first reason for a funeral Mass is the worship and
praise of God.
The funeral Mass is not where the priest or deacon gets
to “canonize” the deceased, although the temptation is very
strong to offer that kind of false consolation. All of us are
tempted to say things like, “So-and-so is in heaven now ....”
But we can’t possibly know that! There might be a lot of
good things to say about someone, but we are most often in
the dark regarding the state of their soul. So, while we may
reference the deceased, it is always in relation to Jesus.
The funeral Mass, like everything we do as Catholics, is
all about Jesus. I think that we might have a bit more clarity
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if we realized that this is the case for every celebration in
the church. Baptism isn’t about the person getting baptized,
it’s about how Jesus is making that person a new creation.
First Holy Communion is not about the young people coming
forward, it’s about how Jesus is nourishing them with his
very self. Confirmation is not about the person “taking a
step,” it’s about how Jesus is commissioning them and filling
them with the Holy Spirit.
The second purpose of the Catholic funeral Mass is to
thank God for his endless mercy. Before he died, Justice
Scalia wrote these words, “Even when the deceased was an
admirable person, indeed especially when the deceased was
an admirable person, praise for his virtues can cause us to
forget that we are praying for and giving thanks for God’s
inexplicable mercy to a sinner.” Consider that the next time
you are invited to attend a funeral: You are there to thank
God for the inexplicable mercy he has given to the sinner
whose body is in the casket.
Third, we are called to proclaim and renew our own
faith in Jesus Christ. Whenever we celebrate the eucharistic
sacrifice, we “proclaim his death and resurrection until he
comes again.” This is eminently true when it comes to the
funeral liturgy. We profess that Jesus Christ has conquered
death by his own death and resurrection, and we renew our
own participation in that great mystery.
Last, and above all, the primary reason we celebrate the
Eucharist for the deceased at a funeral is to pray for them.
The Mass is the most powerful and life-giving prayer God
has ever given to us. When someone has died, unless they
have chosen hell, they are most likely in need of purification
before entering heaven. This purification can be difficult and
painful. The Mass aids the person for whom we are praying.
We offer Masses for our deceased loved ones because
we believe that this actually does something. It makes a
difference for them. When we pray for someone who has
died, we are assisting them in their process of purification
en route to Heaven. In what way could you possibly love
them more?
The funeral Mass is a chance to say goodbye and to
celebrate the life of the person you’ve loved. But it is also
far more. It is the chance to worship God.
Father Michael Schmitz is director of youth and young
adult ministry for the Diocese of Duluth and chaplain of the
Newman Center at the University of Minnesota Duluth.
Reach him at fathermikeschmitz@gmail.com.

*Article from the December 2016 issue of the Diocese of
Duluth’s newsletter, “The Catholic Spirit”.

Council of Catholic Women
Year-end Celebration

Monday, May 1, 2017
Mass – 6:00 pm

Followed by a Catered Meal

All ladies of the Parish are
invited and encouraged to attend
(No Business Meeting)

Holy Rosary Parish Council of Catholic Women
Events during May

Recycle – Reorganize- Re-do Sale
Friday, May 5 from 7:30 am – 7:00 pm
Saturday, May 6 from 7:30 am – 1:00 pm

Holy Rosary Gymnasium
546 Grant Avenue – North Mankato
Want to start a new hobby without investing a fortune?
This sale offers something for everyone: Gently used adult and kid’s
clothing, household items, hand tools, books, sports equipment (bats,
balls, golf clubs, gloves, shoes, skates), hunting and fishing items, yard
goods, sewing supplies, quilting fabrics, yarn, crochet / knitting
supplies; canning jars; video games, vintage adult chairs, doors and so
much more!

____________________________

Mother’s Day Weekend Plant Sale

Friday, May 12 from 9:00 am – 6:30 pm
Saturday, May 13 from 9:00 am – 6:30 pm

Holy Rosary Parish
525 Grant Avenue – North Mankato
Come to enjoy a nice selection of plants
Sign up for a door prize

Council of Catholic Women Business Meeting
April 25, 2017
The following CCW members met on Tuesday, April 25, 2017 at 6:00 pm: Lisa Phillips, Mary Zellmer, Julie
Gruber, Mary Grams, Marilyn Streit and Dolores Portz. The CCW meeting started with a Prayer to Our Lady
of Good Counsel, led by Dolores Portz.
The minutes of the March 28, 2017 business meeting were approved as previously published in the bulletin.
Mary Zellmer reviewed the correspondence since the last business meeting, which included the following:
 A thank you note from the family of Velma Bunde for serving at her funeral luncheon
 A thank you note from Cathy Neve for CCW’s donation to the Vacation Bible School program.
Julie Gruber presented the treasurer’s report, which showed deposits in the past month of $2,303.52 and
expenses paid out totaling $1,484.64. The checking account balance on April 25, 2017 is $3,401.73.
Combined with our savings and CD, our total assets are $10,645.21. We discussed some of the expenses
presented and then approved the treasurer’s report.
Committee Reports:
Service: Julie Gruber brought up the fact that Belgrade Methodist Church offers overnight shelter
for the homeless during the winter months and that they get some outside help with this program. After
discussion, we decided that we would like to look into this further to see if this is something CCW might
want to help them with next year as part of our mission to serve the needs of the less fortunate in our
community.
Spirituality: Dolores Portz only had one comment: Easter has come – Rejoice!
Old Business:
Palm Sunday Bake: This was a very successful Bake Sale! Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for
letting CCW use the Church basement with them on Friday night during their annual Fish Dinner. Also
thank you to Kathi Jo Johns for making the tea rings for the bake sale and serving coffee and homemade
rolls after the Sunday masses. Our bake sale brought in a profit of $1, 646.22 – our best bake sale ever!
Thank you to all who brought items to sale and to those who purchased these items!
We discussed some other options for organizing future bake sales with no decision being made for
change at this time. We will continue to consider new ideas for enhancing our bake sales for next year.
Plant Sale: We are still looking for someone to step forward and take charge of the Annual Plant
Sale. Much of the preliminary work has already been done for this year.
Rummage Sale: Mary Grams updated us on the plans for the Rummage Sale. The rummage sale
will be Friday, May 5th from 7:30 am – 7:00 pm and Saturday, May 6th from 7:30 am – 1:00 pm. The ads are
in place. Boxes are needed and can be brought to the parish office. Help is needed yet in the following
areas:
 Wednesday afternoon (May 3) at 1:00 pm to lay the tarp on the gym floor and set up tables.
(Men needed here – to volunteer please call Jim Theuninck at the parish office – 387-6501)
 Thursday, May 4 at 9:00 am – to help with set-up (includes carrying items up to the gym)
 Working a shift Friday or Saturday
 To volunteer Thursday, Friday or Saturday, May 4-6, call Mary Grams (947-3292)

Chances for the Quilt made by the CCW sewing ladies will be sold at the Rummage Sale and the Plant Sale.
The drawing for the quilt will take place in the fall at the parish Novemberfest(ival).
Mary Zellmer presented what she bought for the CCW donation for the silent auction at the parish Vacation
Raffle Party. Following our pro-life theme, we are offering baby items.
The New Ulm Diocesan CCW Convention will be this Saturday, April 29 at St. Mary’s in Sleepy Eye. Holy
Rosary will have at least five ladies attending (Lisa Phillips, Arlyce Anderson, Sharon Theuninck, Darlene
Schorn and Marilyn Streit.)
New Business:
We had a discussion regarding the Vacation Raffle Party. The meal is being catered and CCW was
asked if we would like to take care of serving the meal and doing the kitchen clean up afterwards. With the
others events we already have scheduled for May, it was decided that it was best to decline this offer.
Cathy Neve is looking for some help for Vacation Bible School – anyone interested in helping with
this program can contact her at the parish officer to volunteer.
CCW will end their year with a celebration of the mass at 6:00 pm on Monday, May 1. All ladies of
the parish are invited and encouraged to participate. Following mass, we will then have a catered meal.
There will not be a business meeting in May!
Lisa had worked up a draft of the CCW calendar for next year and presented it for review. Our
business meetings will revert back to the first Monday of the months we meet. Dates for the CCW events
have been entered on the Parish calendar and will be published in the bulletin.

Upcoming events:
 April 29 – New Ulm Diocese CCW Convention – St. Mary’s in Sleepy Eye
 May 1 - CCW Business Meeting - 6:00 Mass followed by a catered meal.
 May 5 and 6 - CCW Spring Recycle – Reorganize - Recycle Sale
 May 12 and 13 CCW Mother’s Day Plant Sale
 May 15 - Parish Vacation Raffle Party
There being no further business, the business meeting was adjourned at 7:45 pm with Dolores Portz leading
us in a closing prayer for vocations.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Zellmer, CCW Secretary

