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SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“For if you love those who love you, what recompense
will you have? Do not the tax collector’s do the same?
And if you greet your brothers only, what is unusual about
that? Do not pagans do the same? So be perfect, just as
your heavenly Father is perfect.”
- St. Matthew

When you decided to enter
into the Sacrament of Marriage
or sign on for certain job, didn’t
you think that it was going to be
perfect? If you thought that
signing a contract for a particular
line of work, or that being “a couple” with another person, was
going to bring you perfect happiness, you are not alone. Most of
us think that life will be close to “perfect” and it is a cause for
celebration when we tell others with joy, “GUESS WHAT? I GOT
THE JOB!” or “GUESS WHAT? I GOT ENGAGED.”
I can still vividly remember almost 30 years ago to the day,
in the fall of 1987, as I returned for my 4th and final year of
theology in St. Paul. We had our final review for ordination to
the transitional deaconate and the priesthood in the former
convent building, as the new St. Paul Seminary was under
construction. I had spent the previous summer at Holy Rosary as
a seminarian, and I was anxious to know if I would be approved
for ordination. Sitting before a board of nearly a dozen priests,
religious and lay people, I was nervous, but I held my own. Later
that morning, my spiritual director, a Franciscan priest, called me
and told me I had been approved for Holy Orders.
The excitement I felt would be comparable to getting both a
new job and being engaged all in the same day. I had known
priests all my life, and my boyhood pastor had stopped out
many times to visit our family on the farm. I knew that
priesthood would be a lot of work and long hours. What I did not
expect as a farm boy was how political the priesthood could be
and equally how people would treat the priest. I remember
being in grade school when our pastor spoke to my parents
about how uncharitable some people were to him in my home
parish. I remember that he had indicated that, when he had first
arrived in that assignment, people even disliked him to the point
of hate. It always struck me odd, as he was such a soft-spoken,
kind, well-intentioned, gentleman priest.
Over the years, I have found, as a priest and pastor, that
people react the strongest to the clergy in relationship to
“change” or a “correction”. If one changes structures or
introduces changes to the sacraments or the sermons, or simply
possesses a different leadership style from a previous
expectation, expect a strong negative reaction from some souls.
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Likewise, tell someone that they cannot do something because
of Church law, there is equally a negative response. Perhaps the
most creative/insulting comment I have ever received was after I
had been a priest for about five years and was still a young
pastor of about three years. One parishioner said, at a meeting
in a small parish in which we were consolidating programs, “We
always get stuck with the left-over priests.” This person said this
comment to me with genuine anger, dare I say hatred!
In today’s readings from the Old Testament to the New
Testament, on this 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time, we are also
dealing with the problem of relationships. From Moses to the
Messiah, and maybe to everything in between, we are called to
Good News gospel values that involve us to “change” our
behavior in dealing with one another. For if we cannot love the
person that we can see, how can we claim to love the God that
we cannot see?
In the First Reading from the Book of Leviticus, God speaks
to Moses and gives him laws on how the Israelite people are
able to live in a harmonious relationship with one another. God’s
laws are basic and pragmatic: DO NOT HATE, DO NOT TAKE
REVENGE, DO NOT HOLD A GRUDGE, LOVE OTHERS AS YOU
LOVE YOURSELF. Note that the Lord begins by saying: “BE HOLY,
FOR I THE LORD AM HOLY.” In others words, do not only as I
“say”, but also how I “do” relationships. You cannot get more
basic than that!
The Gospel reveals the Good News proof that Jesus is the
Son of God, because it is very much “like Father, like Son” when
it comes to addressing relationships. For while God the Father
speaks of relationships as being “holy”, Jesus compliments His
heavenly Father by speaking of relationships in terms of being
“perfect”. Jesus takes things a step further in St. Matthew’s
gospel by taking the rules of the Old Testament that involved
“revenge” and changing them to not “resisting” injury. For Jesus
says: “You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth. But I say to you offer no resistance to one who
is evil.”
I would certainly be the last person to tell you that, as a
priest or a person, I am perfect when it comes to personal
relationships. Yet, I have had endless hours of classes, counsel
and coming together for workshops with regards to
relationships over the past 30 plus years. The greatest wisdom I
learned about relationships was not at any of those meetings,
but rather at home, from my own upbringing. Growing up, my
parents taught and re-taught these four basic points: 1.) Try to
always be the bigger person. 2.) Not everyone is going to like
you. 3.) If at all possible, say little or nothing in a difficult
situation. 4.) If you are confronted, always tell the truth.
Have a personally, peace-filled week with your relationships,
including the Good Lord! See you at Mass!

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org

Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor

SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Stewardship of Gratitude
Adult
WeShare Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Fuel Collection
Wine & Food Pairing

$8,096.45
$2,762.52
$65.65
$267.28
$3,074.25
$1,360.00

Grand Total
$15,626.15
Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00

Stewardship of Gratitude
We had another week of tremendous stewardship. I
want to say a special word of thanks to all of you who
contributed to our Fuel Fund last weekend. This is a great
help. Thank you to all who supported our Wine and Food
Pairing event. It was another good shot in our stewardship
arm. We can feel very blessed as to how well our
stewardship is coming in this year, as it has been for the
past years. Thank you for your gifts and know what a gift
you are to our ministry here at Holy Rosary!

Thank You Altar Servers
This past Wednesday we had a nice
group of altar servers who came for a brief
time of enrichment as well as spent some
time enjoying a pizza party that included the
four major “youthful” food groups: pizza,
pop, cookies and candy. Yum! We are
grateful for the 39 servers who are new and returning. We are
also blessed again this year that we have three of our seniors,
Jonathan Hull, Elaine Adams, and Shea Westermann, who have
faithfully served through their senior year of high school. A
special recognition of these three young people along with a
special gift will be presented to them at the Baccalaureate
Mass this spring at Holy Rosary. Thank you servers on a job
WELL DONE!

Thank You Wine & Food Pairing Folks
Thank you to all of you who bought tickets and came to
our annual Wine and Food Pairing event. It was a great success.
76 tickets were sold. We enjoyed great food, fellowship and
fun downtown at the Loose Moose. (*A special thanks to Mike
and his staff!) Our total gross income for the event came to
$7,035.00. Our net profit for the event came to $3,912.51. This
week a check in the amount of $4,000.00 was issued to Loyola
to cover a portion of our total stewardship goal of $221,268.00.
Many thanks to the committee for their work and organization
as well as the volunteers who worked that evening. May God
reward you in your generosity.
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Welcome to Holy Rosary!
Are you new to the area or would like to join
Holy Rosary parish? It is now easier than ever and you
can do it from the convenience of home. Just go to
holyrosarynorthmankato.com/membership-registration
and download the registration forms to fill out. You can also
simply send us your contact information via an easy-to-use
form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms. Come
join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!

Ten on Tuesdays
Planning your Lenten journey? Plan to include the Small
Group offering, “Ten of Tuesdays,” at Holy Rosary
Parish. The reflections are on the Ten Commandments as they
relate to living our Catholic life. This in an opportunity to meet
new members of our faith community or spend quality time
with members you already know. The small groups will meet
on Tuesday evenings starting February 28th. They will meet in
the church basement on every Tuesday during Lent from 5:30
pm - 7:30 pm. The evening will include a soup supper, prayer,
and sharing about the content presented on the Ten
Commandments.
For more information or to register contact by February
26: JoAnn Borchert (507-388-8813, 507-995-3823,
cjborche@hickorytech.net) or MaryBeth Nygaard (507-6251450, mary.beth.nygaard@gmail.com).
Teresa Bromley and
Andrew Briggs
are to be married on
February 25, 2017,
at Holy Rosary Catholic Church, North Mankato, MN.

Thank You Music Ministers
Thank you to our Music Ministry team
who came out in strong numbers last Sunday
evening as we gathered in the church proper
to review our musical work that is so central to
the Mass each weekend. In fact, we had
virtually 100% attendance of all those who sing and play and
welcomed some new talent as well that will be starting at our
Masses very soon! This is great! We are thankful to all of our
singers and musicians for sacrificing their time each weekend
and especially last Sunday evening, to give up an evening to
come and further develop their talents and skills. In the weeks
ahead, we will be starting to re-introduce some hymns that we
have not done for some time as well as to introduce some new
hymns that will keep the Mass ever fresh and new. Thank you
again musicians! St. Cecilia, pray for us!
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, Feb. 19: Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
2:15 pm – RCIA Class (Conf. Rm. 2)

Monday, Feb. 20: Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Stanley & Elizabeth Wyrowski†

Tuesday, Feb. 21: Weekday (Saint Peter Damian, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church)

7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, Feb. 22: The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle
10:40 am – Loyola Upper Campus Mass (Fr. Paul)
- Evelyn Hartung†
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
5:00 pm - 5:45 pm – Youth Choir Practice
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Grades 1-6 Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, Feb. 23: St. Polycarp, Bishop and Martyr
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Ivan & Jackie Baumgartner†
12:00 pm – Region 1 Priests’ Meeting in New Ulm
(Fr. Paul attends)

7:30 pm – K of C General Meeting (Lower Hall)

Friday, Feb. 24: Weekday
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows (Fr. Paul)
- John Klaseus†
5:00 pm – Wedding Rehearsal
(Teresa Bromley and Andrew Briggs)

Saturday, Feb. 25: Weekday
2:00 pm – Wedding Mass
(Teresa Bromley and Andrew Briggs)

4:30 pm
4:30 pm
5:00 pm
6:15 pm

– Sacrament of Reconciliation
– Rosary
– Mass - Jan Schmidt†
– Baptism

Sunday, Feb. 26: Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - Betty Brown†
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
(Nursery, Pre-K, and CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)
2:15 pm – RCIA Class (Conf. Rm. 2)

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of LuVern Giefer†
-May he rest in peace.
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Class Masses
Thank you to all the 1st, 2nd & 3rd graders who
participated in Mass this past Sunday. Look on the Holy
Rosary website for pictures of the Mass.
Confirmation
Please pray for your young men and women who will
be Confirmed on Saturday, March 4th, at the 5:00 pm Mass.
The Sacrament of Confirmation completes the Sacrament of
Baptism. Baptism is the sacrament of re-birth and
Confirmation is the sacrament of maturity and coming of
age. We pray that as these young men and women journey
through life, they will always remember the Holy Spirit is at
their side to guide them.
Youth Group Bowling Recap
Students had fun bowling at the WOW! Zone last
Sunday! It was a small group, but lots of laughs and
fellowship! The next event will be Laser Tag in April! Come
& check out Youth Group on Wed. nights for more details!
Attention Servers!
Thank you to all of the servers who were able to
come to the review meeting and pizza party this past
Wednesday. Your dedication to serving in the church is
appreciated. May God richly bless you.
Ash Wednesday Class - March 1st
We will ask that all grade levels attend class that
evening as follows:
 Grades 1 - 6 will come at 4:15 pm to attend 4:30 pm Mass
 Grades 7 - 11 will come at 7 pm to attend 7:30 pm Mass
*Students will be dismissed after Mass from the Church
Eucharistic Adoration, Fellowship and Praise Music
BLAZE! is right here in Mankato, held at the Newman
Center MSU campus. The next BLAZE youth event (grades 912) is Friday, March 3rd, from 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Praise and
worship, Adoration, games, etc. group discussions with MSU
students. There is no cost for this event–bring friends!

Help! Help!
We are still in need of several bikers for Holy Rosary’s
Pedal Past Poverty team (February 25th at the YMCA). Please
stop by the parish office or give us a call to register to
participate in this fun event and support this great cause!

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Feb 23 - General Meeting
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Nancy Holden, Frances Lorentz, Marilyn Rieff, Doug
Peterson, Rick Linnes, Gerald Erkel, Mary Bublitz, Barbara
Hull, Daniel Crowley, Jo Lindberg, Ruth Gag, Charles Ulman
Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932

For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Caroline McGowan
Michelle Fischer
Roxi Lang

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm

8:00 am

Jim Theuninck, Mary Beth Nygaard,
Mary Clare & Tom Wyrowski,
Jane Younge, Rebecca Gruenes
Gene Brandt, Terri Compton,
Mary Homan, Michelle Ellingworth,
Craig Amundson, Cathy Neve
Dennis Haga, Sherry Henrickson,
Ryan Howe, John Kuchinka,
Darlene Schorn, JoAnn Borchert

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

For Those in the Military
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
Timothy Eick

Lectors:

10:00 am

Thomas & Janelle Rauchman
Jeffrey & Mary White
Dale Nickel
Ron & Dorothy Holub
Catherine Atchley
Patricia Goodrich
Valerie Smith

Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

February 25th - 26th, 2017

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

James Younge, Reid Gruenes,
Connor McGraw
Carson Fischer, Ben & Grace Ellingworth
Abi Lang, Andrew Kohrs, Hailey Barker

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Mueller Family (Confirmandi Family)
Cahalan Family (Confirmandi Family)
K. Christiansen Family (Confirmandi Family)

Ushers:
Prayer Chain

5:00 pm

If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

8:00 am

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Tom Ledwein

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Sir 1:1-10/Mk 9:14-29
Sir 2:1-11/Mk 9:30-37
1 Pt 5:1-4/Mt 16:13-19
Sir 6:5-17/Mk 10:1-12
Sir 17:1-15/Mk 10:13-16
Is 49:14-15/1 Cor 4:1-5/Mt 6:24-34

10:00 am

Karen Winters, Tom Koch,
Tom Rheaume, Steve Enderle
Sharon Lenz, Mary & Gary Zellmer
Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Brandon Bernard, Brent Friedrichs,
Jim Barker, Doug Helget (Head Usher)

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm Paul Stevens
8:00 am Margaret Ayers
10:00 am Curt & Donna Stanke

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom Bachmann/Janelle Campeau
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Jenny Chelstrom/Vicki Galli

Money Counters - Feb. 2017: Bill Fasnacht, Shirleen
Gulden, Jan Nelson, Carl Steffensmeier, Arlyce Anderson

Bulletin Folders - Feb. 2017: Mary Bliss, Maxine Davis,
Barb Wegscheid, Marge Grausam
HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Stewardship Corner
Enrollment information for the 2017-18 school year is
now available for K-12. Enrollment for Preschool is now
open. For details, visit the LCS website and click on “ReEnrollment Information for 2017-18” on the homepage.
Questions? Please call 507-388-0600.
On Wednesday evening Loyola PS-12 families enjoyed
Loyola Reads! Families shared books, visited cocoa and cookie
stations, and checked out classroom doors decorated to
celebrate reading.
Loyola’s One Act Play team competed at the State Festival
on February 10, earning “Star” rating, the highest honor
awarded!
Did you know? Students enrolled in Loyola’s all day-every
day PreKindergarten class participate in “specialist” classes
for Music, Spanish, PE and Library Time. Our Kindergarteners
add specialist Art classes and daily SMART time (multi-sensory
exercises and activities which develop small and large motor
skills, balance, dexterity, and eye-hand coordination).
Kindergarten Round up is Friday, March 10, 9:30-11am
and 12:30-2pm (school will be in session so you will get a feel
for the day-to-day happenings at Loyola!) and Tuesday, March
14 6-7:30pm
Preschool - Grade 12 Open House March 14, 5:30-7:30,
Upper Campus, 145 Good Counsel Drive
Family Tours and Student Shadow Days scheduled at
your convenience. Call 507-388-0600.
Save the Dates: Crusader Golf Classic on May 15th and
LoyolaPalooza on July 29th.

70th Wedding Anniversary!
To be married 25 years is quite an
accomplishment. To be married 50 years is an
awesome accomplishment. To be married 60
years is an outstanding accomplishment. But to
be married 70 YEARS is out-of-this-world! Yet,
here at Holy Rosary, we are blessed with a couple who has been
married 70 years. Our prayers and congratulations goes out to
Donald and Annabelle Giroux, who were married 70 years on
February 15th! The Giroux’s were united in the Sacrament of
Marriage in the old section of the school, where the first church
was originally located! May God bless you, Donald and
Annabelle, with a future that is filled with hope, happiness and
holiness. May God bless you today and always!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Men lose all the material things they leave behind them in
this world, but they carry with them the reward of their charity
and the alms they give. For these, they will receive from the Lord
the reward and recompense they deserve.” - St. Francis of Assisi
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Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$73,231.32
DUE:
$73,231.32
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$21,803.00
DUE:
$38,768.53
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
DUE:
Total Paid to Date 2016-17:
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17:

$118,344.00
$221,268.00
$213,378.32
$333,267.85

This week we issued a check in the amount of
$4,000.00 to our Loyola stewardship commitment. Last
Friday we celebrated our annual Wine and Food Pairing,
and concluded with a net profit totaling $3,912.51.
Rounding up to an even $4,000.00, we had indicated
previously that our profits would go toward this cause.
This additional amount that we submitted this week,
allows us to be approaching the $120,000.00 mark of
contributions to Loyola, which is quite good for February
and more than a third of the Fiscal Year yet to be
covered. It is because of your great generosity, we can
stay ahead of our stewardship. Our Loyola commitment
is the last, large outstanding stewardship commitment of
this fiscal year. Thank you for your efforts.

Fuel Fund Rises Like the Temperatures!
The weather man (I mean
weather “person”) reported in the
middle of last week that we would
be breaking record temperatures on
Friday with a high nearing 60
degrees! (Tell me again Snow Birds
why we need to travel down to the
southern states?) I am certainly
grateful for the warm weather as a single-soul in the great
state of MN. I am also grateful that this warm weather is
helping us to keep our stewardship costs lower when it
comes to heating our church facility.
Last year we collected $7,273.00 for fuel. This year we
have collected so far a total of $6,074.25, or a difference of
$1,198.75. If you have not had an opportunity to give or
would like to help us make up the difference, it would still be
very much appreciated. As always, thank you for your gifts.
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Pastoral Council Minutes
January 19, 2017
Holy Rosary’s Pastoral Council convened on Thursday, January
19th at 7:00 pm. Following prayer, the past minutes of November
17th were approved as read. Highlights of the committee reports
areas are as follows:
Religious Education and Education Committee Reports: The
Education Committee met on January 12, 2017. Two youth ministers
have been hired and are working with the youth. A Confirmation
retreat was held in conjunction with Ss. Peter and Paul’s parish and
went well. Student Masses involving the various classes of religious
education is again underway with a good response of students and
families in attendance. The Christmas program had a greater
attendance than last year and additional chairs had to be set up in
the gymnasium. An estimated crowd of some 300 people were in
attendance. First Reconciliation will be held on January 22nd. There
is a large second grade class this year. Father is not simply visiting
classes, but will teach grades in the church about the Mass,
reconciliation, etc. A newsletter will again be published that has not
been done for several years. Other youth activities are being
discussed, implemented and planned. Worship/Liturgy Report: The
last meeting was held on November 28th, planning for the
decorating and the take down of the Christmas decorations. Fall
environment was reviewed with plans to simplify fall decorations
next year. The Sunday All Souls Day Mass was well attended with
2/3rd’s of those who had lost a loved one in the last year attending
the 10:00 am Mass. A vote was taken to move the 8:00 am Mass to
8:15 am. The vote passed to move the Mass, however, because
some people were not pleased with the change, Father will
pastorally leave it as it is for a time until people are perhaps more
accepting of this change. There is a great need for rosary leaders.
Father will be moving from saying Mass at Pathstone on Thursdays
to saying Mass on Wednesday at Oak Terrace. More than 20 Holy
Rosary parishioners reside at Oak Terrace and only 3 at Pathstone.
The sanctuary lamp will now be dedicated to a particular intention
each week. The next meeting is scheduled for February 13th.
Thirteen new servers will be trained in the coming weeks by Father
and Worship Committee members. C.C.W. Report: On November
7th, 17 members made chocolate cookie jar mixes for the Fall
Festival as well as filled candy jars for prizes. The C.C.W. co-hosted a
Christmas party with the Knights of Columbus on December 3rd with
a larger attendance than the previous year. More than 200 people
were served for the event. On December 5th, a C.C.W. Christmas
party was held with 25 women in attendance. The New Ulm
Diocesan Board will be hosted at Holy Rosary on Saturday, February
11th, at 9:00 am with the Bishop and Father in attendance. Monthly
business meetings are also being held. Social Concerns Report: The
Social Concerns Committee that has been re-ignited in the past year
has been or are working on the following areas: a welcome event for
new parishioners, anointing Masses, Holy Communion to the
homebound, support for Options for Women of Mankato, VINE, Life
and Dignity, Prayer Chain, WHO, Small Group Faith Sharing, and Echo
Food Shelf. The committee is also working on social justice issues
and overall community building for the parish as well as the greater
community. Knights of Columbus Report: The Knights are mourning
the loss of their Grand Knight, Bob Oshel, who died suddenly. He has
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been replaced by Brian Zins. The Knights are planning a Fish Fry for
April 7th. The tree sale location worked well this year by using the
Hunt house property. The tree sales were down with a good deal of
unsold trees. There is more and more competition in the greater
Mankato area as many other businesses and groups are selling trees.
The Knights plan to sell again next year, but will perhaps order fewer
trees for sale. The Knights are also working on numerous other
projects. Finance Council Report: Father reported that the parish
finances are doing well and the parish is able to keep the income
above the expenses. There are some repair projects being planned
for the late spring and summer months in and around the church,
depending on how the parish fares, financially. The Finance Council is
still working on an endowment for the parish that would
permanently restrict money with only the interest allowed to be
taken in the years ahead. Sick and Homebound Ministry Report: In
the past year, Lorraine Klaseus and Father have made 153 home
visits, not including hospital visitations. The parish has presently 73
parishioners who are considered homebound. Presently, the parish
has 9 residents at Monarch Meadows, 23 members at Oak Terrace
and 7 Residents at Keystone. At this time, Holy Rosary has 617
parishioners who are over the age of 60 years. Father has anointed a
total of 252 people at the anointing services in the past year alone.
(This does not include the calls he makes to the hospitals or
individual homes.) Pastor’s Report: Father expressed his
condolences to the Knights of Columbus at the passing of Bob Oshel.
He was a good man & a wonderful bridge builder. Christmas Masses
were well attended with more than 700 people attending the 4:00
pm Mass alone. Father acknowledged that all the Masses were well
attended and the overall attendance for Christmas this year was up
from a year ago. Father is making plans for the New Year to continue
to work on the ministries for Mass. This will include meeting with the
music ministers as well as the lectors. Father expressed concerns
about the ushers not showing up for their posts. Father also wants to
spend more time teaching in the religious education program and
not simply visiting classrooms. Father and Cathy are working on this
along with the catechists. Father has 5 candidates at this point that
will be receiving sacraments at this year’s Easter Vigil. Father is
pleased and excited to see growth in the parish.
Business: 1.) Parish Christmas Party: The Parish Christmas Party
was reviewed. Everyone felt it was a good time of community
building and also was much better attended than a year ago. It will
be an event that the parish will continue to foster and support.
2.) Mass in the Park: The annual Mass in the Park that is always so
well received (more than 525 attended in 2016) will be held on
September 17, 2017. MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 3.) Vacation
Raffle: This is the second year that the Vacation Raffle has been
moved to the spring. Last year’s Vacation Raffle was a great success.
The fund-raiser will be held on May 15, 2017. 4.) Small Faith
Communities Formation: Further discussion was held on forming
small faith-sharing communities geographically at Holy Rosary. This
program has proven successful in many parishes across the country.
It is hoped that the program might be up and running by Lent 2018.
The meeting closed with prayer. The next Pastoral Council
meeting will be held on March 16, 2017 in Conference Room 1 at
7:00 pm.
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