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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

“...And this will be a sign for you: you will find an infant
wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger.”
- St. Luke

Merry Christmas! It is not very often
that the calendar of the culture and the
Church feasts line up perfectly. Is it a sign?
One priest that I know made the comment
that it is a sign of God’s love for his priests
that they work too hard and, therefore,
every seven years or so he doubles up both
the solemnity and the Sunday obligation.
Speaking of signs, today’s Gospel from St. Luke tells the
story of that first Christmas. The angelic messengers tell the
shepherds tending their flocks of sheep that a “sign” of the
“Savior” would be something incredibly “small”. For the
physical sign would be a small child, wrapped in small strips
of cloth (swaddling clothes) and lying in a small manger for
livestock. Small! Small! Small! Small!
Over the past four weeks of Advent, we have been
preparing spiritually for the coming of Christ through the
solemnity of Christmas as well as through the final
judgement and the end of the world. Just as in courtship,
there are small signs of affection that we are called into the
sacramental bond with the other person (a look – a touch –
a small gift); so too, did you see already “small” signs in
Advent of the joy and beauty of Christmas?
As I was approaching this Christmas of 2016, I was
thinking it was just going to be “another” Christmas, but not
necessarily a memorable one. And yet, there were
numerous small signs of God’s presence and love that kept
interrupting my days of Advent anticipation.
A small sign of the presence of the person of Christ in
my life was that a family heirloom that my Mother has
talked about for years, all the way to this present time, will
be in her possession this Christmas season. I was able to
track the gift down and it arrived safe and sound at the close
of the Second Week of Advent from Europe. Shhhhhh! It is a
secret. For me, it was a joyful sign that Christmas had
already come!
Another small sign of presence of Christ was in those
“small people” who presented to us, on the Third Sunday of
Advent, our annual Christmas pageant in the school
gymnasium. What a “joyful” problem in that we had an
insufficient number of chairs as we quickly scrambled to
accommodate those standing before the program was to
begin. As pastor, I sat in the back of a very large crowd (like
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a good Catholic) to take in both the crowd’s reaction as well
as to watch the children perform. I felt like a “proud Father”
as I watched the children perform the complex miracle of
the incarnation of God in a simple and child-like way. For
me, at that moment, it was a joyful sign that Christmas had
already come!
Another “small” sign of the presence of the person of
Christ in my life was walking out of Ss. Peter and Paul’s
Church last Thursday evening, after attending a choir concert
from our Loyola students. After hearing again some songs of
the Christmas season, and greeting some of the faithful after
the performance, I walked out of that historic church to see
our beloved North Mankato in the distance. The snow was
gently falling in such a picturesque way like a classic
Christmas movie out of Hollywood. For me, it was a joyful
sign that Christmas had already come!
Last week, I had worked on parish projects all morning
of my day off. (Maybe I should say, my “catch-up” day.) On
Tuesday afternoon, I had NOTHING scheduled personally or
parish wise that needed my immediate attention. So, I
decided to do something that I have not done in FOUR
years. I decided to put up my eight-foot-tall Christmas tree,
Dutch ornaments and all. Digging through ornament boxes
and seeing things I had packed away years earlier in Olivia,
(many things I had forgotten I still had), felt like Christmas.
When the tree was finally completed at nearly midnight, for
me, it was a joyful sign that Christmas had already come!
On the Sunday of the 4th Week of Advent, our parish
celebrated our Communal Penance Service. I was
encouraged that there was such a strong response from
Holy Rosary and those who came to the sacrament were so
sincere and so seeking the healing love of the Holy One,
Jesus Christ. Around 5:00 pm, as I was putting things away,
turning off lights and locking doors, for me, it was a joyful
sign that Christmas had already come.
On Sunday evening, of that same day, we held again, for
the volunteers of our parish, an appreciation supper of
turkey along with all of the trimmings. This year we had
filled the school dining hall with guests and everyone was
having a great time. As I was seated in the corner of the
room and as I looked out at all who had gathered, and who
after two-and-a-half years, I now know and have worked
with in various ways, I couldn’t help but smile and think that
I was finally home. For me, it was a joyful sign that Christmas
had already come.
Last night, after the meal, I went home to write
Christmas cards. The gifts are bought and wrapped. The
decorations are up in the house. The office work for
Christmas is pretty well organized and ahead of schedule.
Writing cards is the last major step (except writing the
Christmas sermon and this bulletin) that has to be done. As I
continued on page 3
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“the quill and the cloth” continued...

Liturgical Calendars

was reviewing some of the cards that I already received, one
person wrote so thoughtfully these words (in part): “…It has
been a pleasure working with you. You are like a breath of
fresh air. I like all of your new ideas. I am glad to be a part of
this…Thanks for all you do.” When I read those kind words,
for me, it was a joyful sign that Christmas had already come.
As I sit at my desk, here in my study in the quiet of this
Monday, December 19th, less than a week from the Feast of
Christmas, I feel “joyful”. I feel “joy” at all that has been
accomplished these past two and a half years, the growth in
the faith, the cooperation of so many, the community of
faith that we continue to build here at Holy Rosary! Yes,
CHRISTMAS HAS TRULY COME. EMMANUEL GOD IS WITH
US. The greatest gift I could hope to have I already possess,
namely Holy Rosary. Merry Christmas as you celebrate with
your loved ones the incarnation of our God!

As we celebrate the
Christmas season and extend
gifts to family and loved ones;
here at Holy Rosary, we also
offer again, on behalf of our
benefactors, a liturgical calendar to keep track of the
liturgical seasons, feasts and Holy Days of Obligation
throughout the course of the year. Calendars will be
available at all of the entrances as long as the supplies last.
Merry Christmas!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert, Pastor

Stewardship of Gratitude
Adult
Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Christmas Flowers
Immaculate Conception
Christmas
Retirement Fund for Religious
Faith Formation Donation

$6,154.00
$1,865.52
$64.39
$208.00
$255.00
$75.00
$909.00
$40.00
$91.30

Grand Total
$9,662.21
Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00

Stewardship of Gratitude
Thank you for your stewardship last weekend. The cold
weather encouraged a very strong attendance on Saturday
night, but 8:00 am was much lighter as well as 10:00 am.
Still, I am surprised at the good stewardship even though
we did not reach budget. For this, we are grateful.
In terms of liturgical obligations, there are many who
feel fine with doubling up the Masses due to the calendar
celebrating both Christmas and New Year’s on the
weekend. Unfortunately, the parish coffers take a hit, with
six fewer collections. As you make your year-end plans,
please consider a final offering to the parish so that we
might stay on budget. Please know that everything that you
give is appreciated. Merry Christmas!

Thank You – “Penance” and “Party”
Thank you to all of you who took
the time this past Sunday afternoon to
come and celebrate the Sacrament of
Penance. This is an important of our
spiritual development. It was so nice to
see so many in attendance from Holy
Rosary. God will reward you for your
spiritual sacrifices. Thank you too to all of you who took the
time to come and celebrate a little pre-Christmas, with our
appreciation supper last Sunday evening. As the saying goes;
“A good time was had by all”. Thank you for coming!

Online Giving - Give it a Try!
“Honey, have you seen our
contribution envelopes? They were here in
the drawer. Hasn’t it been a few weeks
since we gave to the church?” Have there
been conversations like this in your
home? In our busy, fast-paced life, it is
easy to get over-whelmed with the many small details of
life. Would you like to eliminate one task out of your week
and feel good about it? Why not try electronic giving?
The average Catholic is away from their parish some 17
Sundays out of the year. If you are making your
stewardship commitments in person, those are 17
weekends of lost stewardship, unless the amount is
doubled, tripled, etc. to “catch up”. Our new form of
electronic giving, WeShare through Liturgical Publications, is
easier than ever. Now you can sign up online at
holyrosarynorthmankato.weshareonline.org or you can
still fill in the form and go through the U.S. Mail. The new
method of e-giving also accepts credit cards, giving you a
printed record of your giving! IT IS SAFE! IT IS SECURE! IT IS
SO EASY! MOST OF ALL IT IS SOUND STEWARDSHIP! Why
not make a spiritual New Year’s resolution and “just try”
e-giving! As they say, “TRY IT! YOU WILL LIKE IT!” (*If
you have any further questions please call Jim Theuninck at
345-6828.)
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The Week Ahead
Monday, Dec. 26: Saint Stephen, The First Martyr
No Morning Mass
Parish Office Closed

Tuesday, Dec. 27: Saint John, Apostle and Evangelist
7:00 am
8:15 am
12:05 pm
6:00 pm

– Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
– Mass at St. John the Baptist
– Mass at. St. Joseph the Worker
– CCW Business Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)

Wednesday, Dec. 28: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
11:00 am – Mass at SSND - Gladys Thul†
No Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, Dec. 29: Fifth Day within the Octave of the
Nativity of the Lord (Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr)
10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul)
- Phyllis Ferrell†

Friday, Dec. 30: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Edward Schmidt†
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited

Saturday, Dec. 31: Seventh Day within the Octave of
the Nativity of the Lord (Saint Sylvester I, Pope)
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Doris Luvallee†

Sunday, Jan. 1: SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY
MOTHER OF GOD (Happy New Year!)
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - Wally Molitor†
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
(NO Nursery, Pre-K, and CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)

March for Life
MCCL March For Life: On Sunday, Jan. 22nd, at
12:00 pm Noon, a charter bus for transportation will be
available to those who wish to attend the annual MCCL March
For Life in St. Paul. The march begins at 2:00 pm and lasts one
hour, including an address on the Capitol steps. Departure will
be from Saints Peter and Paul's Catholic Church at
noon. Cookies and beverages will be provided. Suggested
donation is $20.00 for those over 8 years old. Call Tom Hoehn
381-2544 for further details.
Local March For Life: Blue Earth County MCCL march will
take place Sunday, Jan. 15th at 1:00 pm. Meet at the old Train
Depot parking lot, on the North side of the downtown HyVee.
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Christmas Thank You
As we gather in faith to celebrate
the coming of Christ on earth in human
form, as pastor, I wish to thank each
and every one who has been so
generous, even before the great feast
of Christmas to share their time and
their talent. I certainly want to thank
the staff who take on many extra
responsibilities from the Christmas
program, setting up for the Christmas party to the many
cards and mail we send out this time of year.
I also wish to thank in a special way our fantastic
Worship Committee who give so many hours at such a busy
time of year by lifting, carrying, adjusting and climbing as we
set up the Christmas decorations to make things festive for
the Christmas Masses as well as the Christmas season. Not
only do they all work hard and work well together, but they
do it all in a light-hearted and joyful way! Thank you
Worship Committee.
What would Christmas be without music and musicians?
Many thanks to both the adult and the children’s choir who
practiced hard for this sacred day as well as provided the
music of Christmas for the worshippers. Equally, a special
thanks to our musicians, cantors and those who provide
instrumentation in any form. You make Christmas! Thank
you!
I also wish to thank the liturgical ministers who assist in
the various capacities from being ushers and greeters to
extra-ordinary ministers of the Holy Eucharist to those who
lector, present the offertory gifts, deposit and count money
as well as those that fold and collate the bulletin that you
are holding in your hands right now.
I would be remiss if I did not thank, in a special way, my
altar servers who have been so faithful in serving threesouls-strong and who came for a practice before the four
Masses of Christmas for a rehearsal. For those who served
for Christmas, we presented a gift to them at the rehearsals.
(*For the rest of the servers, we are planning a party for ALL
of our servers after Christmas.)
Most of all, thank you to you, the faithful, who always
come in such strong numbers for these important liturgies
of the Church. Even if everything was perfectly decorated,
sung and served, but no one was in church, it would still not
be a joyful celebration. May this Christmas be remembered
for all of the sacrifices of so many, and most especially the
sacrifice of Jesus, who came to this earth to take away our
sins and save our souls for Himself for all eternity! Thank
you, everyone, so much and, oh yes, Merry Christmas!!!
- Fr. Paul van de Crommert
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Rick Giroux, Lynne Olson, Arlo Sandvig, Louise Grilley, Daniel
Crowley, Dennis Connolly, Joe Huiras, Dennis Haga, Jo Lindberg,
Ruth Gag, Charles Ulman
Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932

For Our Families

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Jodie May
Michael & Marna Theissen
Steven & Vickie Foix
James Marquardt
Tom & Sarah Niederegger
Agnes Klingel
Patrick Sexton
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
Timothy Eick

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm

Rebecca Gruenes, Rick Gruber,
Eileen Wadekamper, Brenda Voracek,
Karen Etzell, *Maxine Davis

8:00 am

Cathy Neve, Michelle Ellingworth,
Margaret Ayers, Jim Theuninck,
Sharon Lenz, *Mary Homan

10:00 am

Dennis Haga, Sherry Henrickson,
Curt & Donna Stanke, Kristin Cain,
*Darlene Schorn

5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Pontedera Family

This Week’s Readings

Sat:
Sun:

Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22
1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or Col 3:12-21 or
3:12-17/Mt 2:13-15, 19-23
1 Jn 2:18-21/Jn 1:1-18

Riley, Rayna, Reid Gruenes
Tony Weber, Grace & Ben Ellingworth
Abi Lang, Tim Cain, Hannah Linnes (C/B/B)

Presentation of Gifts:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Kent & Marilyn Durenberger
Frank Weber Family
Dan Wingert Family

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am

Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:

Caroline McGowan
Dolores Portz
Roxi Lang

Altar Servers:

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Dec. 31st - Jan. 1st, 2016

10:00 am

Ken & Pat Thiele, Tom Rheaume,
Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Doug Homan, Bill Fasnacht,
Carl Steffensmeier, Chris Sturm (Head Usher)
Steve Kaiser, Glenn Verschelde,
Brandon Bernard Brent Friedrichs

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Myra Schroepfer/Jeanne Makela
Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela
Tom Bachmann/Kathy Jo Johns
/Cindy Gawrych/Vicki Galli

Money Counters - Dec. 2016: Bob Manwarren, Renee
Amundson, Mary Coleman, Terri Compton

Bulletin Folders - Dec. 2016: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Rose Wilson

Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
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Stewardship Corner
We wish each of you a wonderful, graced Christmas
and many blessings in the new year. Your parish support
makes all we do, learn, and celebrate at Loyola possible,
as we guide students to their full potential, walk with
them in faith and equip them to lead and serve.
Loyola students and staff celebrated an All School
Mass on December 21. Students in grades 5-12
presented “Christmas Baskets” filled with items they had
shopped for and wrapped, ready to donate to families in
our local parishes. Our PS and Elementary students met
for their final Advent Prayer on Thursday, blessing the
gifts they are donating to Birthright and Options for
Women/Mankato.
Classes will resume on Tuesday, January 3, 2017.
Did you know? All of our new or new-to-Loyola
teachers are part of a mentoring program which guides
them as they enter the profession or become part of
Loyola’s staff. The program consists of individual and
group meetings, observations, encouragement and
assistance in curriculum, classroom atmosphere, lesson
planning and learning outcomes.
Stay tuned for information about our Celebration of
National Catholic Schools Week, January 30-February 4,
2017.
Save the dates:
State of the School meeting, January 18 at 7pm,
Upper Campus.
Open Houses on January 23 and March 14, 5:307:30pm on the Upper Campus, 145 Good Counsel Drive.
Kindergarten Round up, Friday, March 10, 9:3011am and 12:30-2pm. Come and discover what it means
to be part of the Loyola community! Schedule a Family
Tour and/or Shadow Day on a day convenient for you.
Call 507-388-0600.
Catholic Schools Week Mass:
An all-school
celebration, Monday January 30, at St. John the Baptist
Church. Bishop LeVoir of the New Ulm diocese will
celebrate with us. All are welcome.

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$55,042.78
DUE:
$73,231.32
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$18,495.00
DUE:
$38,768.53
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
DUE:
Total Paid to Date 2016-17:
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17:

$60,000.00
$221,268.00
$133,537.78
$333,267.85

We continue to make progress in the area of our
stewardship commitments beyond our parish
boundaries. This week again we made another month’s
payment to the Diocese of New Ulm. Thank you for all of
you who have contributed to the Diocesan Ministries
Appeal. We have not reached our “soft” goal, but we
have come a long way. Thank you so much for your gifts!
Since SIX collections are being lost due to the
holidays falling on the Sundays, we encourage you to
make use of the envelope enclosed in this week’s
envelope to cover our stewardship commitment to
Loyola Catholic Schools. What we collect from the
Second Collection at Christmas as well as from the
enclosed envelope will go directly to our Catholic School
for their use at the start of the New Year of 2017, along
with additional parish support! Thank you for your gifts!

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of Mercia Anthonisamy†
-May she rest in peace.

Coming to the Faith
This is the time of year that we are seeking out those
souls that you may know who would like to be in fullcommunion in the Catholic faith. We know at this time of at
least two possible candidates, but perhaps you know other
people as well. Please call the parish office or stop by if you
know of someone or that “someone” could call us.
Instruction will begin after January 1st on a weekly basis
with Father Paul. Parish office: 507-387-6501
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“God never gives someone a gift they are not capable of
receiving. If he gives us the gift of Christmas, it is because we
all have the ability to understand and receive it.”
- Pope Francis
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Council of Catholic Women News
Dec. 27th: CCW Business Meeting at 6pm (Conf. Rm. 1)
*All are invited!

Save the Date – Wine and Food Pairing
We are returning again this
year to our traditional evening of
Wine and Food Pairing at the Loose
Moose. The date has been set for
Friday, February 10th. Please save
the date for a tasty and fun-filled
evening. There will be more details forthcoming in the
weeks ahead. All of the proceeds will go to support our
stewardship commitment to Loyola Catholic School.

Welcome to Holy Rosary
Are you New to the area or
would like to join Holy Rosary
parish? It is now easier than
ever and you can do it from
the convenience of home. Just go
to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration
and
download the registration forms to fill out. You can also
simply send us your contact information via an easy-touse form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms.
Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!

Diaper Drive
Holy Rosary Parish Council of
Catholic Women is sponsoring a
Diaper Drive during the month
of January. Baby Wipes and
Diapers of any size may be
brought to church throughout
January and placed in the crib at
the back of church. Diapers and Wipes will go to Options for
Women and Birthright. Monetary donations will also be
accepted (please put money in an envelope marked CCW
Diaper Drive). Money collected will be used to purchase
bigger items needed at Options for Women (high chairs,
strollers, etc.). This is a CCW community service project –
please help if you are able! Thank you!

K. of C. Council
#5551 News
Jan 5 - Blood Drive

Jan 12 - Planning Meeting

Monarch Meadows Sharing Tree
Again this year, we had the
opportunity to collect money for the
Sharing Tree at Monarch Meadows.
Students and catechists in grades 7 - 11
generously gave $121.58! Thank you for
your unselfish giving during this
Christmas season.

No Class on December 28th!
Wishing you and your family a very Merry Christmas
and Blessed New Year. Classes will resume on January 4th
for grades 7 - 11. Enjoy your Christmas break!

Second Graders Prepare for First Reconciliation
Our second graders are preparing for the Sacrament of
First Reconciliation which will be Sunday, January 22nd at
3 pm. We ask that you keep our young students in your
prayers as they prepare to receive God’s grace through the
Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration,
Fellowship and Praise Music
There are several opportunities in 2017 for Grades 9 12 to participate in an evening of Eucharistic Adoration.
BLAZE! is right here in Mankato, held at the Newman
Center MSU campus. The next BLAZE youth event (grades
9-12) is Friday, Feb. 3rd from 7 - 9 pm. Praise and worship,
Adoration, games, etc. group discussions with MSU
students. There is no cost for this event–bring friends!
Cor Jesu (pronounced core yay-zoo), is sponsored by
the Diocese of New Ulm. The next Cor Jesu event is
Saturday, January 7th from 7:15 pm - 8:15 pm. It will be
held at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New
Ulm. Come for an evening of adoration, contemporary
praise music, and fellowship. All ages welcome! Visit
www.dnu.org/cor-jesu for more information.

Upcoming Dates
Dec. 28: NO CLASS
Jan. 4: Youth Group meets 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Class for
Jr/Sr High Students 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Jan. 11: Class for Elementary - 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Jan. 18: Youth Group meets 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Class
for Jr/Sr High Students 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Jan. 22: First Reconciliation - 3:00 PM in Church
Jan. 25: Class for Elementary - 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org

Page 7

