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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord said though
the prophet: “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means
“God is with us.”
- St. Matthew

I have been reminiscing
more than usual about
Christmases on the farm, as
this is the first time since
1969, forty-seven years ago,
that we will not be gathering
as a family in that farm
house we called home. I cannot tell if my reminiscing is that I
have become more meditative, or perhaps mourning that
another chapter of life has passed. Perhaps it is a bit of both
realities.
If you can bear with me to walk down memory lane, I
remember those first years in grade school on the farm. Money
was scarce as there were farm payments, home improvements
and a new shed and grain storage being built for equipment
and grain. Decorations were modest and the gifts we desired
often remained a dream on the pages of the local circulars
from Harlan’s Hardware to Ben Franklin’s 5 and Dime. Yet, each
Christmas, my mother would set out our nativity scene from
Europe, a string of lights in the picture-window and a few small
things that my siblings had made in grade school. Through my
begging, she bought a small, artificial Christmas tree that had
colored lights, placed on top of the refrigerator. By today’s
standards, Christmas time was modest, but I remember
thinking it was all mighty beautiful and exciting.
When Christmas passed, my Mother was quick to “clean
things up” as she said in Dutch. As much as I hated to see the
decorations come down, I was excited at getting some of the
greeting cards (along with my siblings) that had been sent from
neighbors and friends as well as the relatives from Europe
(which were the most coveted of cards). I spent many mindless
hours, sorting and resorting those cards, reading them and
rereading them. (I still have a box of those cards from
childhood to this day, I just found.) The main theme of many of
those cards was about “peace”. “May the peace of Christ be
with you and your family this Christmas and throughout the
New Year.”
After all those years, as we stand on the 4th Sunday of
Advent and are about to celebrate the Christmas of 2016,
“peace” is needed more than ever in our world, our nation, our
church, our families as well as in our hearts. I hit a spiritual
milestone on the morning of the Saturday of the First Week of
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Advent. As I was saying a private morning Mass, the First
Reading from the Prophet Isaiah made me realize that it was
my anniversary to the transitional deaconate and I was then
only months away from being ordained to the priesthood.
What tipped me off, was a “peaceful” agrarian image, as Isaiah
writes: “The oxen and the asses that till the ground will eat
silage tossed to them with shovel and pitchfork.” That line
struck me as I had spent a great deal of time years earlier, in
that warm “peaceful silo”, even during Christmas break,
shoveling silage for the cattle, singing all the while as that stone
silo had such great acoustics.
I am maybe nostalgic for the farm at this time of year for it
was largely a “peaceful” existence. Walking through our woods
with the dog on a white winter day, one could all but wonder of
God’s goodness. Ideally, Church and parish life should also be a
sanctuary for “peace”, but I have learned, through the decades,
this is not always the case. Gathering with family and friends at
the holidays such as Christmas is equally not always “peaceful”.
The human condition is funny that often consternation [ …
feelings of anxiety or dismay, typically at something
unexpected] often occur before or during a great celebration.
Before we settle into the tranquil and “peaceful” Christmas
crib scene in a few days; St. Matthew tells us that before the
birth of Christ, there too, was “consternation” and a lack of
“peace”. St. Joseph is lacking a sense of “peace” with Mary’s
unexpected pregnancy. Rather than assuming that it was the
work of HOLY DIVINITY, St. Joseph opts for HUMAN DIVORCE.
The Good News is revealed through a dream that devoted
St. Joseph take Mary as his bride, welcome the baby, and, as a
result, “peace” ensues.
Last weekend we had an opportunity to cast a vote before
Christmas to slightly alter the Sunday morning Mass time by a
mere 15 minutes for the sake of convenience for the
congregation. 243 souls cast their votes. The vote was close
with 101 opposed, 124 in favor and 18 abstaining. In a
democracy, the Mass time would change to 8:15 am, effective
January 1st. In a church, that is a hierarchy, pastorally I am
deciding to leave the time at 8:00 am on 3 counts. 1.) The vote
was close and those with the strongest opposition were those
who attend the 8:00 am Mass. 2.) Unfortunately, some of the
unsolicited ballot comments were of a consternating nature. 3.)
The purpose was for greater ease of worship and ultimately for
“peace”, and for a greater practice of the faith.
As you make your final preparations for the great feast of
Christmas, don’t forget to pray for “peace” and perhaps even
consider making “peace” with the “Prince of Peace” through
the Sacrament of Penance this Sunday afternoon at Holy
Rosary at 3:00 pm. One last time, Happy Advent! “Peace!”
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Stewardship of Gratitude
Adult
Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Christmas Flowers
Immaculate Conception
Christmas
Retirement Fund for Religious
Faith Formation Donation
Pop Machine Revenue
Interest Income

$9,722.00
$2,731.25
$66.61
$300.10
$585.00
$261.00
$200.00
$1,975.20
$20.00
$28.00
$979.25

Grand Total
$16,868.41
Our weekly goal is set at $13,000.00

Stewardship of Gratitude
Thank you for another outstanding week of
stewardship before Christmas. Your generosity is amazing.
Since you have been so generous, I don’t think I need to
remind you of how important our Christmas collection is
in order to make budget. It is of course the largest
collection of the year. Through your generous efforts, we
are able to cover our commitments in our stewardship
box that you will note further in this bulletin.
Thank you for being so generous last weekend for our
Retired Religious Fund. Many of our Catholic Schools and
religious institutions were built on the backs of the low
wages and the vow of poverty of the religious. Now, it is
our time to pay them back for their many sacrifices so that
they might have a quiet dignity in their remaining years.
I also want to say a word of thanks for your generosity
for the Holy Day. Both the attendance and the
contributions were noticeably up from a year ago. Our
total intake for the Holy Day came to $1,176.00. Last year
the offerings for this Holy Day was $932.00. It was nice to
see the increase in attendance. May Our Lady reward you
in your devotion to her. Thank you for your gifts!

Save the Date – Wine and Food Pairing
We are returning again this
year to our traditional evening of
Wine and Food Pairing at the Loose
Moose. The date has been set for
Friday, February 10th. Please save
the date for a tasty and fun-filled
evening. There will be more details forthcoming in the
weeks ahead. All of the proceeds will go to support our
stewardship commitment to Loyola Catholic School.

Advent Penance Service - This Sunday
Last Sunday was spiritually
disappointing as we celebrated the
Sacrament of Penance as area
Catholic parishes at St. John the
Baptist Church. The service, sermon
and songs were well done and there were five priests in
attendance for confession. Unfortunately, there were a very
limited number of souls in attendance. I only heard three
confessions in that session and the rest of the priests were
all finished about the same time. As a priest, you hear of
many sorrows of the faithful, many caused by the sinful
nature of the human condition. How can we say that we
believe in the Holy Eucharist while not exercising the
Sacrament of Reconciliation? Is not one of the precepts of
the church to celebrate the Sacrament at least once a year?
Please note that you are invited to attend the second
and final Area Penance Service at Holy Rosary this Sunday
afternoon at 3:00 pm. Again, there will be a brief service,
followed by a time of individual confessions. There will be
again five priests assisting with this sacrament. Please plan
to attend in the spirit of Advent joy!
I will also schedule this week individual times to
celebrate the Sacrament of Penance in the Church of Holy
Rosary. I will have individual confessions:
 Tuesday, December 20th: 7:00 pm
 Wednesday, December 21st: 7:00 pm
 Friday, December 23rd: 7:00 pm
I will start at 7:00 pm and remain in the confessional as
long as there are penitents. I will have the main doors on
the west side open as well as the handicapped doors. There
will also be sheets at the door for examination of
conscience. I hope you make me hear confessions until
midnight! “Go in peace! Your sins are forgiven!”

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“The season of Advent restores…a hope
which does not disappoint for it is founded on
God’s word. A hope which does not disappoint,
simply because the Lord never disappoints…Let
us think about this and feel this beauty.”

Coming to the Faith
This is the time of year that we are seeking out those
souls that you may know who would like to be in fullcommunion in the Catholic faith. We know at this time of at
least two possible candidates, but perhaps you know other
people as well. Please call the parish office or stop by if you
know of someone or that “someone” could call us.
Instruction will begin after January 1st on a weekly basis
with Father Paul. Parish office: 507-387-6501
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, Dec. 18: FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
3:00 pm – Penance Service at Holy Rosary
5:00 pm – Volunteer & Staff Appreciation Dinner (Cafeteria)

Monday, Dec. 19: Advent Weekday
8:05 am
8:30 am
4:30 pm
6:00 pm

– Rosary
– Mass - Shawn Reynolds†
– Christmas Music Group Practice (Church)
– Worship Committee Decorate (Church)

Tuesday, Dec. 20: Advent Weekday
7:00 am
8:15 am
12:05 pm
7:00 pm

– Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
– Mass at St. John the Baptist
– Mass at. St. Joseph the Worker
– Individual Sacrament of Confession

Wednesday, Dec. 21: Advent Weekday (Saint Peter
Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church)

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Deceased Members of the
Wanzek & Portz Families
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
5:00 pm - 6:30 pm – Youth Choir Practice
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice
6:00 pm - 7:30 pm – Grades 1-6 Rel. Ed. Classes
7:00 pm – Individual Sacrament of Confession

Thursday, Dec. 22: Advent Weekday
8:05 am
8:30 am
10:15 am
6:30 pm
7:30 pm

– Rosary
– Mass - Harriet & Don Neitge†
– Holy Communion Service at Pathstone
– Worship Committee Decorate (Church)
– K of C General Meeting (Lower Hall)

Friday, Dec. 23: Advent Weekday (St. John of Kanty, Priest)
9:15 am – Parishioners’ Breakfast at the Perkins
Restaurant (1123 Range St) - *All are invited
10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows (Fr. Paul)
- Molly Galli†
7:00 pm – Individual Sacrament of Confession

Saturday, Dec. 24: Advent Weekday (Christmas Eve)
4:00 pm – Vigil Mass of Christmas - Living & Deceased
Members of the Arnie & Eileen Wadekamper Family
9:30 pm – Carols with the Holy Rosary Choir
10:00 pm – Solemn Night Mass of Christmas
- People of the Parish

Sunday, Dec. 25: THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
(Merry Christmas!)
8:00 am – Christmas Day Mass - Nurbert Gag†
9:45 am – Carols
10:00 am – Christmas Day Mass - Bernadine Faltersack†
(NO Nursery, Pre-K, and CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)
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Christmas Program Information
Our elementary students did a
fantastic job on the Christmas
program!! We were able to hear
about Christmas traditions from
around the world including
France, England, Mexico, Germany, & Austria. The
students were dressed very nicely and sang well!
We served nearly 200 people for lunch and had to put
up more chairs in the gymnasium before the program
started. I think there were more people in attendance this
year than last! Thank you to all of you who brought a dish
to pass and helped with the program in any way. You
helped make the day a success!

Class Meeting Date for Grades 1 - 6
The next class meeting for grades 1 - 6 is December
21st! Elementary students will meet on opposite
Wednesday as the Jr/Sr High. Please watch the bulletin for
meeting times and/or go to the calendar online to check it
out! If you have questions, please call or email me. - Cathy

Opportunities for Eucharistic Adoration,
Fellowship and Praise Music
There are several opportunities in 2017 for Grades 9 12 to participate in an evening of Eucharistic Adoration.
BLAZE! is right here in Mankato, held at the Newman
Center MSU campus. The next BLAZE youth event (grades
9-12) is Friday, Feb. 3rd from 7 - 9 pm. Praise and worship,
Adoration, games, etc. group discussions with MSU
students. There is no cost for this event–bring friends!
Cor Jesu (pronounced core yay-zoo), is sponsored by
the Diocese of New Ulm. The next Cor Jesu event is
Saturday, January 7th from 7:15 pm - 8:15 pm. It will be
held at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New
Ulm. Come for an evening of adoration, contemporary
praise music, and fellowship. All ages welcome! Visit
www.dnu.org/cor-jesu for more information.

Upcoming Dates
Dec. 21: Class for Elementary - 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Dec. 28: NO CLASS
Jan. 4: Youth Group meets 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Class for
Jr/Sr High Students 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Jan. 11: Class for Elementary - 6:00 pm - 7:30 pm
Jan. 18: Youth Group meets 6:00 pm - 6:50 pm; Class
for Jr/Sr High Students 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill & Special Needs
Lynne Olson, Arlo Fandvig, Louise Grilley, Daniel Crowley,
Dennis Connolly, Joe Huiras, Dennis Haga, Jo Lindberg, Ruth Gag,
Charles Ulman
Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932

For Our Families

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Jennifer Spaude 10:00 pm JoAnn Borchert
Mike Brumm 10:00 am Tim McGowan

Eucharistic Ministers:
4:00 pm

10:00 pm

Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski, Bev Linnes,
Jane Younge, Eileen Wadekamper,
*Volunteer Needed
Curt & Donna Stanke, Jim Theuninck,
Pat & Wanda Hull, *JoAnn Borchert
Terri Compton Arlyce Anderson,
Craig Amundson, Mary Homan,
Gene Brandt, Bernie Bastian
Ryan Howe, Julie Schoettler,
Maxine Davis, John Kuchinka,
Mike & Diane O’Dea

Altar Servers: Special Assignment
Presentation of Gifts:

William Backes
Ben Barsness
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

4:00 pm
10:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski
Patrick Hull Family
Mike Brumm Family
Jim & Darlene Schorn

Ushers:
4:00 pm

Prayer Chain
If you have a short term prayer request or prayer
of thanksgiving for our prayer chain to pray for,
please call Teresa Kolstad at 327-9810.

This Week’s Sanctuary Light Intention:
Bobby Hill

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

4:00 pm
8:00 am

10:00 am

For Those in the Military
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
Timothy Eick

Lectors:

8:00 am

Kyle & Mandy Kurth
Paul & Lisa Manderfeld
LaVaughn Drummer
Teresa Anderson
Michael & Kris Maes
Harold Lindberg
Leslie & Theresa Calsbeek

Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Dec. 24th - Dec. 25th, 2016

Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Lk 1:5-25
Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38
Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45

Steve Enderle, Tom Rheaume,
Paul Stevens, Mark Weingartz (Head Usher)
10:00 pm Karen Winters, John Jagerson,
*Volunteers Needed
8:00 am Doug Helget, Doug Homan,
Mary & Gary Zellmer (Head Usher)
10:00 am Jim Barker, Brent Friedrichs,
Bob Wegscheid (Head Usher),
*Volunteer Needed
Music Ministry:
4:00 pm Kathy Jo Johns & Group/Vicki Galli
10:00 pm Holy Rosary Choir/Janelle Campeau
8:00 am Corrine Ort & Group/Jeanne Makela
10:00 am Youth Choir/Kathy Jo Johns/Jeanne Makela

Money Counters - Dec. 2016: Bob Manwarren, Renee

Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66
2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Lk 1:67-79

Amundson, Mary Coleman, Terri Compton

Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25;

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14; Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk

2:15-20; Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

Bulletin Folders - Dec. 2016: Ruth Fitterer, Rosal
Molski, Mary Haley, Ken Thiele, Rose Wilson

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org
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Stewardship Corner
Loyola students were invited to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation this week. Our thanks to
area pastors and priests for their presence and ministry
to our young people.
Loyola students and staff continue to participate in
weekly Advent prayer services and gather Christmas gifts
for local parish families, Birthright, and Options for
Women/Mankato. Our “Christmas Basket” Mass, an allschool celebration, will be on Wednesday, December 21
at 10:40 in the Upper Campus chapel. All are welcome.
Elementary students will celebrate their fourth Advent
prayer service on Thursday, December 22 at 1:00,
blessing their donations to Birthright and Options for
Women.
Did you know? Every year the Loyola high school
choir goes out caroling, making stops at area nursing
homes and the River Hills Mall, delighting residents and
shoppers with Christmas carols while spreading holiday
cheer.
Join us for our remaining Christmas concerts and
programs:
12/19: 5-12 Grade Christmas Band Concert, Loyola’s
Upper Campus, 7pm
12/20: K-4 Traditional Christmas Program, Loyola’s
Upper Campus, 9am and 1:30pm
12/20: Preschool/PreK Christmas Program, Loyola’s
Upper Campus, 10:30am
Save the dates: State of the School meeting, January
18 at 7pm, Upper Campus Open Houses on January 23
and March 14, 5:30-7:30pm on the Upper Campus, 145
Good Counsel Drive. Kindergarten Round up, Friday,
March 10, 9:30-11am and 12:30-2pm
Catholic Schools Week Mass:
An all-school
celebration, Monday January 30, at St. John the Baptist
Church. Bishop LeVoir of the New Ulm diocese will
celebrate with us. All are welcome.

Christmas Tree Sale
The Knights of Columbus are selling
fresh-cut Christmas Trees! The hours are
Sat. & Sun. from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm and
weekdays 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm at 521 Grant
Ave. Come and get your Christmas tree!

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Dec 22 - General meeting
Jan 5 - Blood Drive
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Jan 12 - Planning Meeting

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.), Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, Priest Care Fund, & Audit:
Pd. to Date:
$48,974.72
DUE:
$73,231.32
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$18,495.00
DUE:
$38,768.53
Loyola Catholic School Assessment:
Pd. to Date:
DUE:
Total Paid to Date 2016-17:
Apostolate Stewardship 2016-17:

$60,000.00
$221,268.00
$127,469.72
$333,267.85

This week we made a bit of progress on the D.M.A.
We have reached in pledges and gifts the amount of
$18,495.00. We will continue to collect for this fund for
the Diocese into the New Year of 2017. Last week we
paid another $10,000.00 to our Loyola stewardship
commitment. (*Next weekend, we will take up a second
collection, as we have been doing for the past couple of
years, for Loyola Catholic Schools.) In years past you
were very generous. We ask again for your support. This
week we were able to pay another month of the
Diocesan United Fund assessment. We have come a long
way in our stewardship commitments, but we still have a
ways to go to complete these obligations by the close of
June 2017. You are doing great. Thank you!

Save Time & Donate Online!
Online Giving is now available
for parishioners with WeShare, an
easy and convenient way to save
time and support the church.
Donating is simple, safe, and
completely secure.
With WeShare, you can set up a
recurring weekly or monthly
transaction using your checking, savings, or credit card
account. You can decide how much to give to any collection
and make changes any time, day or night. Plus, you can
leave your checkbook at home on Sundays.
If you would like to enroll in Online Giving, please visit
holyrosarynorthmankato.weshareonline.org. If you have
any questions or concerns about the program or would like
help setting up your account, please call Jim at our parish
office at 507-345-6828.
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Finance Council Minutes
Holy Rosary Church
November 21, 2016
The Holy Rosary Finance Council meeting was called to
order on Monday, November 21st at 7:00 pm. The meeting
opened with prayer. Father began the meeting with prayer.
The minutes of the September 19th meeting were reviewed
and approved as read.
Pastor’s Comments: Father reported that, as we are
approaching the half-way point of the fiscal year, the parish
revenue is ahead of a year ago at this time. Presently, the
billing is current. The parish is nearly equal in its stewardship
commitments to last year when it comes to our Diocesan
and Catholic School commitments. There is no report to give
at this time regarding the Diocesan Ministry’s Appeal,
although the appeal is again this year is a “soft goal” and not
a “hard goal”. Whatever we take in will result in 20% coming
back to the parish and 80% will be going to the Diocese.
Updating lighting, appliances, etc. is now revealing itself in
sizable savings in utility costs. November Fest was again very
successful. Jim T. will report the actual numbers to the
committee. The Festival Committee has met since the
festival, with a review of the day, discussing what went well
and areas of improvement for next year. The committee
members intend to return to help again next year as well as
the leadership. Many favorable comments about the Mass,
meal and the overall day. Father also gave a break-down of
the income of the parish at this time to the committee.
Father concluded by commending the faithful for their
generous offerings to the missions with more than
$3,000.00 raised as well as more than $1,000.00 for the
Hurricane Relief, second collection.
Bookkeeper’s Report: Jim presented the committee with
a balance sheet of parish monies that are presently being
held, but excluding the parish investments. Jim reported
that the parish is continuing to maintain our net income at
amazing numbers at the close of the third quarter. The
parish finances are able to stay above the budget. Overall
the parish is making “unbelievable strides” in terms of
stewardship. During the 13 weeks of this quarter, the overall
contributions have surpassed budgeted needs except for
one week. Father Ardolf’s Knights of Columbus Life
Insurance Policy was also added to the parish coffers and
has been largely given to Eide Bailly to be invested at this
time. Equally, interest on our investment income is holding
strong. The Mass in the Park held in September was another
success story for Holy Rosary with a beautiful day, serving
well over 500 people for the dinner. The only large expense
that Jim reported was the cost of the mural in the sanctuary.

The total cost was $11,500.00. The first steps on the sacristy
update have taken place with the re-location of the sound
system, costing around $2,500.00. LED lighting was installed
in the church. $2,100.00 was spent in light bulbs, with a
rebate from Xcel energy of $600.00. In three years the cost
will be absorbed by lower utility rates, and we have already
seen a substantial drop both in the church and the rectory
bills. This is a win-win situation as there has been an update
and there is a substantial cost savings.
Old Business: Endowment: Ryan Spaude spoke about
setting up the parish monies in an Endowment Fund with
Eide Bailly. The Finance Council reached consensus to invest
the endowment with Ryan’s firm and to keep all of the
monies together. $100,000.00 will be the initial amount that
will be permanently and legally tied up. Father accepted the
recommendation from the council. Final approval will need
to come from the Diocesan office. Hunt Property Update: At
least two parties are seriously interested in the property.
The Knights will use the house for Christmas tree sales. If
the sale and moving the house is unsuccessful, the house
will be taken down. The council agreed that, if it should
come to this, Habitat for Humanity will be invited to salvage
a much as they are able from the home before demolition.
November Fest: Jim passed out a breakdown of the
expenses and the income. Gross revenue for the Festival at
this time is $26,409.60. Net profit at this time is $18,578.13.
The festival was another great success. Electronic Giving:
Electronic giving is underway. Present e-givers will be
contacted by mail. Bulletin inserts will also be included in
the promotion, and Jim will speak briefly at the Masses.
Money Depositors: Linda Olson spoke briefly that there is a
need for more money depositors at the 5:00 pm & 10:00 am
Masses on the weekend. Please contact Linda if you are able
to assist in this small, but important ministry for the parish.
The meeting closed with prayer. The next meeting has
been set for January 9th at 7:00 pm.

Welcome to Holy Rosary
Are you New to the area or
would like to join Holy Rosary
parish? It is now easier than
ever and you can do it from
the convenience of home. Just go
to holyrosarynorthmankato.com/
membership-registration
and
download the registration forms to fill out. You can also
simply send us your contact information via an easy-touse form and we will mail you a hard copy of those forms.
Come join our growing Holy Rosary parish family!
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Holy Rosary Parish

Council of Catholic Women
is sponsoring a

Diaper Drive
during the month of January
Baby Wipes and Diapers of any size may be brought to church
throughout January and placed in the crib at the back of church.
Diapers and Wipes will go to Options for Women and Birthright

Monetary donations will also be accepted
(Please put money in an envelope marked CCW Diaper Drive).
Money collected will be used to purchase bigger items needed at
Options for Women (high chairs, strollers, etc.)

A CCW community service project – please help if you are able

Council of Catholic Women Business Meeting
November 29, 2016
The following CCW members met on Tuesday, November 29, 2016 at 6:00 pm: Lisa Phillips, Mary Zellmer, Julie Gruber, Marilyn Streit, Arlyce
Anderson, Mary Grams, Cathy Neve and Dolores Portz.
The CCW meeting started with a prayer led by Dolores Portz.
Mary Zellmer offered the minutes of the October 25 business meeting. They were approved as presented.
Mary Zellmer reviewed the correspondence since the last business meeting, which included a thank you note from Religious Ed for CCW
participating in the Living Rosary with the Faith Formation students, a thank you note from the Worship Liturgy Committee for CCW participating in
the All Souls liturgy, a bill for our annual dues to NCCW and a request from the Serra Club for $100 to help pay expenses for the Great Promise
Award Dinner. This last request is already in our approved budget and a check will be sent.
Julie Gruber presented the treasurer’s report, which showed deposits in the past month of $196.11 and expenses paid totaling $572.44. The
checking account balance on November 29, 2016 is $4,632.81. Combined with our savings and CD, our total assets are $11,848.62. Lisa Phillips is
going to check to see if we are getting a church discount rate on our phone bill.
Committee Reports:
Service Commission – Julie Gruber passed out samples of Fair Trade Chocolate which she purchased from 10,000 Villages in the River Hills
Mall. It is Julie’s wish to have Fair Trade presence at our events. She will look into having Fair Trade chocolate for sale at our Palm Sunday Bake
Sale. We have the Guatemala coffee on hand now so we will feature this at the Advent Bake Sale.
Spirituality Commission – Dolores encouraged each of us to do something each day as we go through Advent. She mentioned the
booklet, Five Minutes with the Word, offered last Sunday at church as an option.
Reverence for Life Coordinator – Darlene Schorn had sent an email and asked if CCW wanted to collect baby items at church again during
January. (This was discussed later under new business.)
Scholarship Coordinator – Arlyce Anderson reminded us that scholarship applications need to be in the hands of the diocesan committee
by March 1, 2017.
Old Business:

We reviewed the successful November social event where 36 jars of cookie ingredients were assembled and over 100 jars of candy
were put together for November Fest. This event was well attended.

There was a discussion on meetings dates. Going forward, the Business meetings will be on the last Tuesday of the month and the
Social Event will be on the first Monday of the month.

We briefly discussed the spring play option. For now it is on hold. We will bring it up at the December CCW Christmas Party to see if
the ladies want to go to a play, look at another option, or skip the bigger activity for this year.
NEW BUSINESS:

Mary Zellmer is organizing the Advent Bake Sale. Workers are lined up to help at each mass and the ladies of the parish are being
contacted to remind them of the bake sale and also the CCW Christmas party. We will also sell Guatemala coffee, some plants and
canned goods at this bake sale.

Parish Christmas Party is next weekend, December 3.
Lisa is working with the KCs to get information about set-up, etc. She will get back to us when she knows what help is
needed.
CCW has purchased poinsettias for center pieces for the party. These will be saved and used for the Faith Formation’s
elementary Christmas program.
This Christmas Party is the same night as Bells on Belgrade. We should look at the dates next year for these two events so
they do not interfere with each other.
Mary Zellmer will contact someone to lead the children in a short program emphasizing the spiritual aspect of Christmas.

The CCW Christmas Party is Monday, December 5th.
Lisa will work on a flyer for the bulletin.
Instead of a pot luck supper, we will be having our Christmas Party catered this year.
Instead of an exchange gift, everyone will be asked to bring an unwrapped gift that will be given to CADA House staff to
pass out to residents there.

We decided to have a Diaper Drive during the month of January, collecting for Options for Women and Birthright. Mary Zellmer will
make a flyer and more information will be in the bulletin later.

The Region 1 Winter Board Meeting will be on January 21, 2017 at St. George. Lisa will attend.

Holy Rosary will host the Diocesan Board Meeting on February 11, 2017 offering coffee and rolls in the morning and then offering
lunch.

There being no further business, the business meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm with Dolores Portz leading us in a closing prayer for
vocations. Our next business meeting will be Tuesday, January 31, 2017.
Respectfully submitted,
Mary Zellmer, CCW Secretary

