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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

“They said to Him, ‘Teacher, this woman was
caught in the very act of adultery. Now in the law,
Moses commanded us to stone such women. So what
do you say?’”
- St. John

Any priest will tell you that the “new”
sin of the century, or this new
millennium, is viewing pornography.
Viewing internet pornography has
become such a popular pastime for the
youth and the not-so-youthful, that I
recently read in The Free Press that it has put a damper on
the “iconic” Play Boy magazine, as the publishers (perhaps
including Hugh Heffner) have made the decision to be avantgarde and no longer publish naked center-folds. (Hmm!
Could modesty and virtue be coming back into style? Don’t
hold your breath!)
Some of the most recent statistics that I found on-line
regarding pornography indicate that there is a changing
pattern in this sin against purity. For over the past two
decades the use of the internet to view impure images has
continued to increase. In fact, viewing these sites have
increased faster than the Internet itself. Google research
shows that porn receives more traffic than Netflix, Amazon,
and Twitter combined. In the United Kingdom, porn
websites were being accessed more than ALL SOCIAL
NETWORKS AND SHOPPING NETWORKS COMBINED!
However, the good old U.S.A. has not fared any better.
 64% of American men view porn at least monthly, and
the percentage of Christian men is nearly the same as
the culture at large.
 79% of men ages 18-30 view porn at least once a
month.
 67% of men ages 31-49 view porn at least monthly.
 55% of married men view porn at least monthly.
That old adage has wisdom, “IDLE HANDS ARE THE
DEVIL’S WORKSHOP”. There is something to be said for
those of us who are holding a guitar or a good book in our
hand as opposed to a laptop in the evening. Being busy is a
blessed thing!
I lead this column this week with this sinful problem
because not much has changed over the course of some
2,000 years. For recall what the evangelist, St. John, writes in
this weekend’s gospel for the 5th Sunday of Lent. “The
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Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in
adultery…” These men witnessed a very private and a very
sinful act themselves. Remember how that saying goes,
“Never point your finger at anyone. For when you point your
one finger at someone, you are pointing three fingers back at
yourself.” In a way, these men are the precursor to future
watchers of impurity online.
The Pharisees are able to see so clearly this PRIVATE
SIN of this woman and to make her SIN PUBLIC. Yet, the
Good News of the Divine Lord is that He is able to make
use of this woman’s PHYSICAL PUBLIC HUMILIATION of her
sins for the spiritual purpose of calling the leadership to
some SPIRITUAL PRIVATE HUMILIATION of their own sins.
How powerful and spiritually penetrating are those words
of the Lord: “LET THE ONE AMONG YOU WHO IS WITHOUT
SIN BE THE FIRST TO THROW A STONE AT HER.”
The pastoral advice that I often extend to those that are
struggling in this visual area of impurity, is in the spirit of the
Lord who took this PUBLIC SOCIETAL PROBLEM into a
PRIVATE SPIRITUAL SOLUTION. It is easy as a priest to quote
a commandment or a teaching of the Church, which at times
I am inclined to do. But I read some time ago a commentary
by an expert in computer technology who said that viewing
porn on-line is not a PRIVATE affair as many people falsely
believe. Rather, it is a PUBLIC affair. This writer compared
viewing porn on-line to a person standing in a median of a
major interstate, naked with thousands of cars whizzing by
on either side of you.
Channel 11 had a fascinating story a few weeks back of
how law enforcement has a program that knows everyone in
Minnesota that views child porn. Sadly, the map of
Minnesota showed many spots where it has been viewed,
(even in the Mankato area), but because of the high volume,
those that are arrested are those that are frequent visitors
to those sites. This is both disturbing and incredibly sad.
One of the gifts of the Holy Spirit is “Fear of the Lord”.
Fear of the Lord is more about respect than being
emotionally scared. Maybe that respect or Fear for Christ
should also reveal itself when we flip open our laptop on any
given evening. May we FAST FROM SIN and FEAST ON
SALVATION and Christ’s MERCY! Happy Lent!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Hope springs eternal.”
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Stewardship of Treasure
Adult (130)
Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Fuel Collection
Easter
Easter Flowers
Catholic Relief Services
Votive Light Monies
Soup Supper
Faith Formation Tuition
Faith Formation Donation
Stole Fee

$12,545.00
$2,808.25
$88.25
$460.30
$25.00
$10.00
$395.00
$1,067.51
$66.70
$57.00
$65.00
$26.00
$50.00

Grand Total
$17,664.01
Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00

Stewardship
We had an “Outstanding” collection this week that resulted
in us being able to noticeably pass our budgeted needs. This is
Good News for Holy Rosary, as the past three weekends we
were falling slightly below our budget. This week’s collection
has made up for that short-fall.
I do not want to minimalize how great a stewardship year we
have experienced. Yet, the stewardship race is not quite over, as
we still have a third of the year to go with a sizable stewardship
commitment to complete through our local Catholic School. Yet,
even in this area we are presently ahead or on target.
We are now, only a full week away from the start of Holy
Week. Our last “major” collection for the parish comes at
Easter, as you all well know. Outside of the Vacation Raffle that
will be held on Monday, May 9th, the major fundraising for the
parish is over in this Fiscal Year of 2015-2016. (It has been
decided some time ago that our parish will not be having a
parish auction this year.) Therefore, I ask for one, strong and
final stewardship push this Easter. Then, if the collections are
reasonable, we should easily cover all of our commitments and
conclude the year in the positive. Thank you again for your great
generosity! God bless!

Baptismal Blessings
Our prayers and best wishes go out to Matthew
& Gretchen Schulz on the Baptism of their son,
Charles Ray, who was Baptized at Holy Rosary this
past Sunday, March 6th. We also extend our prayers
and congratulations to Lee and April Schuster on the Baptism of
their daughter, Cora Lucille, who will be Baptized this Sunday,
March 13th. May this be a beginning of a life-ling relationship
with Christ and the Holy Mother Church. Congratulations!

Stations of the Cross
The Stations of the Cross allow us to contemplate the
passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Our Religious
Education students grades 7 - 11 will have the opportunity
to follow in Jesus’ footsteps on Wednesday, March 16th
at 8:00 pm in church. All parents and parishioners are
welcome to attend! We’ll see you there! Students will be
dismissed from church after Stations.

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School will be held
June 6 – 10, 2016 from 8:00 am until
11:30 am. VBS is for students Preschool
(ages 4 & 5) through 5th Grade. The cost
will be $30.00. Look for registration forms to be out in
the coming weeks. For more information, please contact
Cathy Neve at 345-6765.

We Need YOU!
Adults and teens are needed for VBS! We are looking
for volunteers for music, crafts, outdoor games, Bible
adventures, kitchen, as well as crew leaders and aides.
This is a great way for next year’s Confirmation students
to earn volunteer hours! For more information, contact
Cathy Neve at nevec@hickorytech.net or 345-6765.

Upcoming Dates
March 16th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm; Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm;
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza)
March 23rd: No Class - Holy Week
March 30th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Welcome Two Households to Holy Rosary
We welcome this week another two households to Holy
Rosary’s growing parish family. Please welcome with me
Mike Pomije. Mike is employed in sales and is residing here
in the greater North Mankato area. Please also welcome
Vickey Heelan of North Mankato who is employed as a
check-out supervisor. We are glad that you are with us. The
call to be welcoming is not just the spiritual work of the
priest or a particular committee member such as Social
Concerns. Therefore, try your best to turn to talk to
someone after Mass rather than turn and simply walk out of
church. It will make you feel good as well as the person that
you have turned to in welcome! Welcome Mike and Vickey
to our parish family!
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, March 13: Fifth Sunday in Lent
11:30 am – Baptism
*12:30 pm - 1:30 pm – Lenten Scripture Course (Church)
(Note Earlier Time)
2:00 pm – Communal Penance Service at SJW
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Pasta with the Padres at SJW

Monday, March 14: Lenten Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Susan Zenk†
4:00 pm – Social Concerns Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)
4:30 pm - 7:00 pm – Boy Scout Spaghetti Dinner (Lower Hall)
5:30 pm – Mercy on Mondays (School Cafeteria)

Tuesday, March 15: Lenten Weekday
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March 19th - 20th, 2016

Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm

7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

8:00 am

Wednesday, March 16: Lenten Weekday

10:00 am

11:00 am – Mass at SSND (Fr. Paul) - Alicia Nolan†
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice
6:00 pm – Pizza Social for Rel. Ed.
7:00 pm – Grades 7 - 11 Rel. Ed. Classes
8:00 pm – Stations of the Cross - High School (Church)
*Parishioners are encouraged to attend

Thursday, March 17: Lenten Weekday (St. Patrick, Bishop)
10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) - Colleen Bianchi†
7:00 pm – Chrism Mass at St. Mary’s, Sleepy Eye
(Fr. Paul attends)

Friday, March 18: Lenten Weekday (Saint Cyril of
Jerusalem, Bishop and Doctor of the Church)
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Bibbs Family
12:30 pm – Mankato Area Priest Luncheon (Fr. Paul attends)
1:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)
4:30 pm - 7:00 pm – K of C Fish Feed (Lower Hall)
with CCW Bake Sale
5:05 pm – Stations of the Cross
5:30 pm – Worship Committee (Decorate for Palm Sunday)

Saturday, March 19: St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
Virgin Mary
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass (Procession from Gym) - Mary Louise Mini†
CCW Bake Sale after Mass (Lower Hall)

Sunday, March 20: Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass (Procession in Church) - People of the Parish
CCW Bake Sale after both Masses (Lower Hall)
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass (Procession from Gym) - Shawn Reynolds†
(Nursery, Pre-K Sunday School & CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)
4:00 pm – Communal Penance Service at St. John’s
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Brian Eggersdorfer, Tom Koch,
Caroline McGowan
Gene Brandt, Linda Hiniker, Nancy Holden
Tim McGowan, Jennifer Spaude, JimTheuninck
Nicole Hull, Patrick & Wanda Hull,
Karen Winters, Maxine Davis
Mike Brumm, Gene Brandt, Margaret Ayers,
Julie Schoettler, Craig Amundson,
Ryan Howe, John & Lori Daley,
Curt & Donna Stanke

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Mitch Bigaouette, Reid & Riley Gruenes
Ben & Lauren Cahalan, James Younge
Elaine Adams, Hailey Barker, Jacob Reynolds

Presentation of Gifts (2016 First Holy Communicants):
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Mitchell Buboltz Family
Isabella Ovalle Family (2016 Confirmandi)
Collin Pierskalla Family

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Ken & Pat Thiele, Paul Stevens,
Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Chris Sturm, Arlyce Anderson, Gary Zellmer,
Carl Steffensmeier (Head Usher)
Christopher Backes, Brent Friedrichs,
John Jagerson, Steve Kaiser

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Kathy Jo Johns/Nancy Evans/Jeanne Makela
Lori Christiansen/Janelle Campeau
Holy Rosary Choir/Elaine Wolf/Maria Benning

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm Vince Guertin
8:00 am Arlyce Anderson
10:00 am Darlene Schorn

Money Counters for March 2016: Bill Fasnacht,
Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson, Carl Steffensmeier

Bulletin Folders for March 2016:
Ruth Fitterer, Rosal Molski, Bob & Renee Amundson
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Mercy on Mondays

Lenten Scripture Course - Session V

Reflection on the Spiritual & Corporal Works of
Mercy. Mondays of Lent in the Parish Center Cafeteria from
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm. Study books will be provided.
These sessions will begin with a Soup Supper.

I was fearful that our “spring
-like” weather this past Sunday
would be a deterrent from
delving more deeply into the
scriptures, but that was not the
case. We had another strong showing with a bit shy of a
hundred souls in attendance at our fourth session. We will
be delving into the New Testament area of “Theological
Symbolism”, along with a focus on the passion, suffering,
death and resurrection of Christ. This should prove timely
given the liturgical time of year that we are presently in, as
we approach Holy Week.
Due to a schedule conflict with the Penance Service that
will be held at St. Joseph’s this Sunday afternoon at 2:00 pm,
our Final Lenten Scripture Class will begin this Sunday,
March 13th, at *12:30 pm. We will conclude at 1:30 pm
(with refreshments following), along with the opportunity
for this pastor and any of this group of parishioners that
wish to attend the Area Penance Service at 2:00 pm at
St. Joseph the Worker.
May I just say pastorally that I have been unduly
impressed with the attendance and the zeal with which you
came, to better understand the scriptures and your strong,
positive reaction. As I have shared the response of our
continuing education classes with other priests, they are
envious of your enthusiasm. One priest (whose parish is
larger than Holy Rosary) commented that he could never
“get that kind of crowd”. Well done! It truly has been a
Happy Lent!

Pasta with the Padres is Coming!
The 9th annual "Pasta with the
Padres" spaghetti dinner benefit for ECHO
Food Shelf will be held this Sunday, March
13th at St. Joseph the Worker Catholic
Church. Serving is from 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm. Priests from the
parishes will be there and the dinner is open to everyone. A
free will offering will be taken. Brian Kvebak and Traci Buckle
will provide music. Come join the fun and support ECHO!
Last year, nearly $7,000.00 was raised for ECHO Food Shelf!

Final Fuel Fund Appeal
We continue to make progress on our
annual Fuel Fund. This week we took in an
additional $25.00, bringing our total intake to
$5,132.00. So far, this season, we have spent a total of
$12,071.96 to heat our facility. The total amount of
revenue that we have taken in for this fund in the
present year is still modestly below last year’s amount.
With our weather warm-up, it becomes more
challenging to collect for fuel assistance. Therefore this is
the “final appeal”, not only for fuel, but really the final
appeal envelope for “any” fund-raising for Holy Rosary
for the remainder of the financial year. (We put out our
flower envelope for Easter Flowers last weekend.) So, if
you can still help out for the Fuel Fund (one last time), it
would be great. Just note on your check or mark on a
plain envelope, “Fuel Fund”. While the month of March
came in like a “lamb”, it could still leave like a “cold”
ferocious “lion”. Thank you for all that you have done.

Thank You!
The Council of Catholic Women would like to thank all of
you for your generous donations to the baby item
collection! These many items and donations will be divided
between the pro-life organizations in Mankato, Options for
Women:Mankato and Birthright.

Holy Rosary’s Annual Lenten Fish Feed
Holy Rosary Catholic Church Lower Hall | Friday, March 18th
Serving from 4:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Menu: Deep Fried, lemon or salsa baked fish, many side
dishes, beverages and dessert
Cost: $10 Adult, $6 Children (age 6-12), under age 6 free,
$30.00 max per family
Sponsored by North Mankato Knights of Columbus Council 5551
Join us for a great dinner!!

Vacation Raffle
While you are probably thinking “November” when you
hear “Vacation Raffle”, we shook things up a bit and moved
this great event to May 9th. We have the tickets printed,
and catering arranged, so now we need just “200” tickets
sold at the amazing price of $50.00 for 2 persons, which
includes the meal, beer, wine, popcorn and great fellowship.
Prizes include a $1,500.00 Grand Prize, Five 2nd Place prizes
of $100.00, and Twenty 3rd Place prizes of $50.00. Please
call the Parish Office to reserve your ticket, or get one from
any of the Pastoral & Finance Council Members.

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 13:41c-62/Jn 8:12-20
Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42
Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16/Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22/Mt 1:16,
18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41-51a
Lk 19:28-40 (37)/ Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Lk 22:14—23:56 or
23:1-49
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CCW Upcoming Events
Preschool/PreKindergarten options for fall 2016
have been updated. Please note that we are offering a 2day PM class, a 3-day PM class, a 5-day AM class, and a
5-day ALL DAY class. Tuition assistance and parish
grants are available to preschool families. Call 388.0600
for more information or to schedule a tour.
Second grade students are looking forward to their
“Bread of Life” Retreat day on March 23. The retreat
features prayer time, songs and stories, baking bread,
and journaling...all directed toward preparing to
celebrate First Holy Communion this spring.
If you would like to help to promote Loyola Catholic
School during our enrollment season, please consider
posting a yard sign in your yard. They are available in any
school office or by calling 507-386-5386.
Thank you to those who purchased raffle tickets for
the Catholic Schools Raffle! Loyola raised over $16,000,
which will go toward purchasing new protective matting
for the Lower Campus gym, and, combined with
additional funds raised, new matting for our Upper
Campus playground.
Congratulations to the Loyola boys basketball
team for being awarded the Team Academic Section
Championship by the 2016 Minnesota Basketball Coaches
Association. The team’s academic accomplishment will be
displayed periodically on the scoreboard at the
Target Center throughout the entire course of the state
basketball tournament. In addition, certificates of
achievement will be sent to all the participants of
the team.

Palm Sunday Bake Sale – March 18th, 19th, 20th
Region I Spring Gathering in Arlington – March 31st
CCW regular meeting – April 4th
CCW Play at MSU – April 10th

New to Holy Rosary?
Are you new to Holy Rosary parish? We are glad that
you are with us! All you need to do to register is to stop or
call the parish office during office hours. Elaine, our Office
Administrator, will be happy to help you. The registration
takes only a couple minutes to fill out. For those of you that
are registered and know of someone who is looking for a
parish family, be an evangelizer and tell them how easy it
was to join!

Catholic Relief Service Collection
Thank you for your generous support of The Catholic
Relief Services Collection. Through your generosity, families
will be reunited, valuable life skills will be taught to those
seeking a better life, and many will have vital humanitarian
needs met. Please visit www.usccb.org/catholic-relief to
learn how your donations make a difference and help Jesus
in disguise.

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Mar 18 - Fish Fry
Mar 31 - General Meeting
The Red Cross Blood Drive on March 3 collected 46
units. This compared to 51 units collected at the last blood
drive. A special thanks to all the donors and to the CCW and
KC volunteer workers.
The KC Fish Feed is on Friday March 18th from 4:30 pm
to to 7:00 pm. All you can eat meal will be at the church
lower hall.

Sunday, April 10
Mary Poppins
Minnesota State University, Mankato
2:00 PM Performance - $25.00 per person
(Includes play ticket and meal)

We have a limited number of seats reserved. To join us,
please stop at the parish office (or call 387-6501).
Please sign up before the tickets are gone,
but no later than March 25.
We will meet at Holy Rosary at 1:30 pm and car-pool to MSU. Upon
returning to Holy Rosary, we will gather for a catered meal in the Parish
Center. (Some of the cost of the meal will be subsidized by the Council of Catholic Women.)
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers

Holy Week Schedule 2016!

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish

The start of Holy Week is just ONE
WEEK away with the celebration of Palm
Sunday. I am certain that we are already
planning our celebrations with all of our
family and friends as we prepare to gather
for Easter. Hopefully, in your holiday plans, you are also
planning to spend time with the “Guest of Honor”, namely
Jesus Christ, the one who suffered and died and is the
“founder” of this great feast.
The Holy Week schedule for 2016 is as follows:
Palm Sunday Weekend: 5:00 pm Sat. Mass
(Procession with palms from school gym), 8:00 am Sun.
Mass (Procession in Church), and 10:00 am Sun. Mass
(Procession with palms from school gym)
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:00 pm
Good Friday: Good Friday Service - 12:05 pm
Stations of the Cross/Exposition/Benediction - 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil: 7:00 pm Mass (*There are no candidates
this year, resulting in a shorter liturgy.)
Easter Morning: 8:00 am Mass & 10:00 am Mass
We were blessed with wonderful attendance at all of
last year’s services. Please encourage one another to come
and attend the HIGHEST LITURGICAL DAYS of the entire
year. “If we have committed ourselves to the three-fold
mission of Lent through PRAYER, FASTING and ALMSGIVING;
then we will commit ourselves to the three-fold spiritual
mission of celebrating Holy Thursday, Good Friday and the
Easter Vigil during Holy Week.”
-Fr. Paul van de Crommert

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill
Ryan Wolf, Merle Braam, Dale Nickel, Richard Koble,
Juliette Shamp, Mona Wakholz, Tim Eggersdorfer, Ruth
Fitterer, Mary Jane Ledwein, Steve Fitterer, William & Bertha
van de Crommert
*In consultation with the Social Concerns Committee, it was
suggested that our Prayer List be updated regularly. In the past
either staff or volunteers would call after a name had been on the
prayer list for months/years. The Committee has recommended to
me as pastor and I have accepted their recommendation that the
present names will remain on the list for SIX WEEKS. If you wish the
name of yourself or a loved one to remain on the list after that six
weeks, please call the parish office (387-6501) and inform Elaine,
our Parish Administrator, of your desire.

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Thomas & Christine Fallenstien
Philip & Janet Larson
Ken & Pat Thiele
Kyle & Gina Vanselow
Donna Wenkel
Jeremy & Julie Groeteke
Jay & Mary Haugesag

Easter Flower Envelopes

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Ann Winkler
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Timothy Eick
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
William Backes

Ben Barsness
Sean O’Dea
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you, or someone you know, would like to
be included in our prayer chain, please call
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.

Holy Father’s Intention for March
“That families in need may receive the necessary support
and that children may grow up in healthy and peaceful
environments.”

Attached to last week’s bulletin was an envelope to assist in
defraying some of the expenses for the flowers and the
decorations that adorn our sanctuary. Thank you to those of you
who have so quickly responded to our liturgical stewardship need
as the envelopes were only placed on the bulletins last weekend.
We are blessed that we have already had a good start on this
fund with $936.00 in offerings. We are only one week away from
the start of Holy Week. Again, this year we will be decorating the
sanctuary a bit differently from last year (we hope it will be more
beautiful), and so we certainly welcome your stewardship support.
The flowers and decorations have been planned out several
weeks ago and we are placing our orders at this time.
Please include on your check or with your cash offering who
you wish to remember (living or deceased) through your
stewardship offering. Like last year, we will publish the donor’s
name as well as who they wish to remember in a special way this
Easter. The deadline for turning in monies in order to have the
memorials published will be Wednesday, March 23rd, by 12:00
pm. Thank you so much!

HolyRosaryNorthMankato.com | LoyolaCatholicSchool.org

Page 5

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

MARCH 13TH, 2016

Stewardship Corner
Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:
Pd. to Date:
$65,081.69
DUE:
$65,081.69
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$26,115.00
Loyola Catholic School “Investment”:
Pd. to Date:
DUE:

$172,000.00
$234,000.00

Total Paid to Date 2015-16: $263,196.69
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16: $325,196.69
So far this year we have contributed @ 81% of our total
parish commitments.
It is such a nice stewardship feeling to see the word
“COMPLETED” on our D.U.F. stewardship commitment to
the Diocese of New Ulm these past weeks. Our D.M.A.
(for all practical purposes), has also been completed, as
there is little or no money coming in at this time and
there is no stewardship penalty for not achieving the
Diocesan-set goal.
So, right now, we are trying to bear down and bring
our stewardship commitment to our area Catholic School
to a close. This week we wrote a sizable check in the
amount of $20,000.00. After this amount, the parish still
needs to commit another $62,000.00 to the Catholic
School. Although it will be a bit “tight”, we are going to
try and see if, after this week, we can commit two more
weeks to $20,000.00 and then on March 31st pay one
final balloon payment of $22,000.00. Wouldn’t it be
wonderful if, as we start April 1st, although lower in our
general fund monies, we could say that all of our
stewardship commitments are completed until the end
of July 2016 and the remaining monies in the 4th quarter
would be available to solely cover the expenses of Holy
Rosary? I think we can do it if your generosity continues
at the same pace. I ask then pastorally for your great
generosity as we approach this year’s Easter collection as
well as one final appeal for the Fuel Fund! Thank you for
all that you have already done!
-Father

Birthright Raffle
Tickets are again available for the annual Benefit for
Birthright raffle. Purchase and dropped off at the parish
office. For more info, contact David Mutch at 387-5406.
Page 6

Lenten Communal Penance Schedule
- This Weekend & Next Weekend
At a recent gathering of the pastors of
the greater Mankato area, it was decided
that there was no longer a need to
celebrate four penance services in each of
the four churches, given the fact that
there was a limited attendance and that all of our
parishes have ample individual confession times as well.
Therefore, beginning this Lent, there will be only two
Penance Services prior to Holy Week. They are as
follows:
THIS SUNDAY, March 13th: 2:00 pm at St. Joe’s.
Sunday, March 20th: 4:00 pm at St. John the Baptist
Please note that the Sacrament of Reconciliation is
scheduled each Saturday at 4:30 pm at Holy Rosary.

Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes
January 28, 2016
The Holy Rosary Pastoral Council meeting was called to order on
Thursday, January 28th. Nearly all of the council members were in
attendance. Following prayer that was led by Father, the past minutes
of the September 21, 2015 meeting were reviewed and approved as
read.
Committee Reports:
C.C.W.: The C.C.W. has had many activities over the past weeks
that have been completed and they will be again doing. The C.C.W.
has held a potluck and gift exchange before Christmas. Those present
made centerpieces. Along with the K. of C., the C.C.W. sponsored the
annual parish Christmas party after the Saturday night Mass on
December 12th. In the future the annual rummage sale is being
suspended and possibly another bake sale will be held in its place. The
C.C.W. will host the Confirmation reception. There will again be a
Bake Sale on the weekend of Palm Sunday. The Region I Spring
Gathering will be on March 31st and will be held in Arlington this year.
The annual outing with the women of the parish is again being
planned for Sunday, April 10th. The plan is attend M.S.U.’s stage
production of “Mary Poppins”. The Annual C.C.W. Financial Report is
also due in the near future.
Religious Education: The Christmas program returned this
Advent and was a great success. Julie Gruber provided the music and
Sr. Adelyn Vokal S.S.N.D. directed along with the assistance of
additional religious education volunteers. An estimated 250-300
people attended the performance in the gym. Class Masses that have
involved the participation of the youth have been well received by
both the parishioners as well as the students. Only grades 1-3 have yet
to assist at a weekend youth Mass. Students are excited to participate
in the liturgy and take an active role which has been both exciting and
positive for everyone. Curriculum for the coming year has been under
discussion for the parish program in consultation with the directive of
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the Diocese of New Ulm. One possibility is Ignatius Press and the
“Image of God” series. The Liturgy of the Word with our young
children at the 10:00 am Mass has had a very good response this year
and seems to be going very smoothly. Consideration is being given to
see how the Children’s Choir can again be re-established for the fall
term of 2015-2016. Plans are again being made to have Vacation Bible
School the first week of summer vacation as has been done in past
years. Plans are in the works for Adult Education by both Father and
JoAnn Borchert. Father may offer a course on the Sacred Scriptures
either Sunday or Wednesday. JoAnn might be offering a time of
reflection on “Mercy” on Tuesday evening. More discussion will still
follow. An evaluation will be given out at the close of the school year
to parents and the Education Committee to review how religious
education went; what went well and where there is need for growth
for the coming year. A youth program is still being looked into for next
fall. Cathy has been doing some research in this area. Confirmation
will be held on March 5th with Bishop LeVoir. A free-will picnic is being
considered as an end of the year activity.
Knights of Columbus: 100 Christmas trees were sold with about
8-10 unsold. A few were given away to those that were in need,
including veterans. The K. of C. Fish Fry will be on Friday, March 18th.
Over 300 tickets were sold for the raffle that was held in October. A
Blood Drive that the Knights are sponsoring will be held on the first
week of March. On February 7th there will be a pancake breakfast
that will help support pro-life causes such as Women’s Shelter,
Options for Women and Birthright. There has been a good response
for inquiries for tent rentals. Dues have come in well from the Knights.
Other additional points were made as well.
Worship Committee: The Worship Committee had a long
agenda at its January meeting. The Christmas environment was
reviewed with many favorable comments. Plans are being made for
the Lenten and Easter environment. A word of thanks goes out to the
Knights for the donation of the defibrillator. About another 10 servers
have been newly trained or further trained at the altar on the
weekends. The servers have been very good at showing up when their
turn arrives. There is a need to still train or re-train the lectors as well
as to have an evening of enrichment with the musicians. This will
maybe be forthcoming this fall. A statue is being ordered of St. Francis
that will be displayed during Ordinary Time and in the month of
October when the Feast of St. Francis is celebrated. Holy water will
again be offered to the people to take home this spring and
throughout the entire year as was done years ago during the time of
Fr. Ed. There will be a combination of Penance Services with the
churches of Mankato. High School students will have an opportunity
again to go to confession during class time with several priests helping
Father. There will be First Friday exposition the First Friday of every
month until the start of summer. The Worship Committee welcomed
some new members and has been very active and a very cohesive
group.
Social Concerns: There was no report from Social Concerns. The
minutes of the last meeting were published in the January 18th
bulletin.
Finance Council: The Finance Council would be meeting and had

no report. Father spoke in general of the over-all parish finances which
are in good order and all bills are current. The parish consistently
exceeds the budgeted needs.
Old Business:
Youth Ministry: Two programs are being looked into, including
“Life Teen” and “The Edge Program”. A possibility of having a “LockIn” was discussed, however there are concerns about liability, etc. A
“Movie Night” is also under discussion in the future. There was
encouragement for our youth to attend the Diocesan Junior/Senior
High Youth Rallies. The parish could assume part of the cost as a way
to encourage our youth.
Subsidy Update: Father gave an update on the monies that are
being paid out from the parish to the Diocese and the Catholic school
system. Presently, the parish is ahead of schedule.
School Rental: This year through the efforts of the staff and
trustees, more renters have been welcomed to cover the basic
maintenance of the former Catholic School building. Future renters
are still being sought.
New Business: Plans are in the works to do some things
differently and some additional things for the Lenten season for
spiritual enrichment. Father will be teaching a course on scripture if
there is sufficient interest. JoAnn Borchert will be offering a time of
spiritual discernment on mercy as well. A Penance Service for the high
school is being planned that has not been done for some time. Lenten
resolutions sheets will be tried to encourage greater spiritual
involvement in the Lenten Season.
Mission Indian Trip: Father asked input from the council in this
area as last year only 7 students attended and 11 adults. The Council
encouraged the continued support of the program, but questioned
the timing. Most felt that Holy Week was not the best time and also is
not good timing for the academic year. Long range planning is
recommended for this activity in the future to ensure youth
ownership and to keep it a “youth” activity. There should be months
of planning and not weeks, all the while involving the youth in the
process. The program could be opened up to other Catholic parishes
as well.
Long Range Planning: A long range plan is being developed for
both the property as well as the parish finances. The Pastoral Council
gave input as to some priorities. This will ensure good stewardship of
Holy Rosary’s gifts for many years to come.
Fall Festival Review: Everything will be largely kept the same in
2016 as last year, due to its great success. The band again is being
secured for the Mass. The Council felt strongly to keep the meal the
same as well as have the same people preparing the meat and other
foods.
Pastoral Council Report: A sub-committee was formed to
summarize the work that the council has been working on over the
past months that will be distributed to the committees and to the
parish over time. Sherry Henrickson and Mike Danay have agreed to
work on this report with Father in the coming weeks.
A tentative date for the next meeting was set for March 3rd. The
council meeting closed with prayer that was led by Father.
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