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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - GAUDETE SUNDAY

“Take the fatted calf and slaughter it. The let us
celebrate with a feast, because this son of mine was
dead, and has come back to life again; he was lost,
and has been found. Then the celebration began.”
- St. Luke

GAUDETE! REJOICE! THE GREAT FEAST OF
EASTER IS ALMOST HERE! Happy Gaudete Sunday!
As we gather on this 4th Sunday of Lent we gather in
faith to celebrate that Lent is more than half way
gone and soon we will be in the Easter season.
I am writing these comments on Monday morning. I spent a
bit of time signing all of the Confirmation certificates this morning,
as 24 young people from Holy Rosary will be confirmed by Bishop
LeVoir this Saturday evening. It is providential that we are
“celebrating” the Sacrament of Confirmation in conjunction with
this “REJOICE SUNDAY” celebration.
How happy are you? I mean on a scale of 1-10, how would
you rate your happiness? Where we would personally rate
ourselves on the “happiness scale” might not only say a lot about
who we are, but also how we view life.
This week I will “experience” one of those “medical
milestones of middle-age”, namely having a colonoscopy. It is not
something I “celebrate”, but will be certainly “happy” when it is
past and I get a passing grade on my intestines for a few years.
This is not my first one and I suspect that it will not be my last one.
Yet, when I woke up this morning, it was the first thing that was
on my mind and I was not exactly in a celebratory mood.
Yet, I am “happy” that I can get it done during Lent, as the
doctor had a last minute opening, so I did not have to anticipate
the event for weeks, but rather just a few days. (Believe it or not,
this was one of my Lenten resolutions. Can you think of
anything else that would involve such severe fasting and humility
as one of these procedures?)
When I distribute communion at the many Masses I offer
during the week or on the weekend, I am continually struck by the
sorrowful look (maybe it is serious or spiritually devout) people
have when they receive Holy Communion. (Maybe this priest does
not look that happy either when he gives out Holy Communion.)
Yet there is always a handful of both young and not-so-young that
extend a warm smile to me when coming to receive the Holy One
of God, in “celebration” at this Banquet of Love.
Now what does “Communion”, “Colonoscopies” and
“Celebration” all have in common? Whenever I see someone give
me a smile at Holy Communion, I think of a woman that I knew so
well in one of my former assignments. To look at her was to think
that she did not have a single care in the world. Although she was
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maturing in years, she was a sharp dresser, pretty and always in a
“celebratory” mood. Whenever she saw me she would always
greet me warmly and pull me into a conversation or pass on some
positive comment about my pastorate.
Yet the truth is, her life was less than “celebratory”. She had
experienced a fatal car crash while still in school and one of the
people in the car that morning perished. Before her 40th birthday
she was diagnosed with colon cancer and the only solution was
the complete removal of her large intestines. While still quite
young, going to the bathroom became “quite a business”. Yet
every time she came to receive Holy Communion, she always
flashed a warm smile. She was grateful (in her 70’s) for every day
that God had given her. She often said that her goal was to make it
to 80! I have no doubt she will do it and have a great “celebration”
to boot!
I am intrigued that the readings on this 4th Sunday of Lent are
so filled with a “happy” and “celebratory” writing, even though we
are still in this penitential season. In the First Reading from the
Book of Joshua, the people of Israel have now arrived in the land
of Canaan. There is no doubt a reason to be “happy” and to
“celebrate”. What Good News is one of the opening lines of this
passage: “While the Israelites were encamped at Gilgal on the
plains of Jericho, they CELEBRATED the Passover on the evening
of the fourteenth of the month.” They could have complained
about the 40 years in the stinking, hot desert, but they instead
“celebrated” with prayer.
In the Second Reading from St. Paul to the Corinthians, St.
Paul does not use the word “celebration”, but he does make a
celebratory statement with those Good News words: “Whoever is
in Christ is a new creation…”
In the Gospel from St. Luke, we hear the familiar parable
about the “Prodigal Son”. But that is an “unhappy” title. Scholars
say the title should be more “celebratory” in keeping with the
Good News. We should call the parable instead, “The Forgiving
Father”. Three times in this lengthy gospel we hear the word
“CELEBRATE”. The Father celebrates his lost son that has returned
home. The oldest brother “CANNOT CELEBRATE” at the thought of
losing any possessions, even that particular fatted calf.
We still have some serious Lenten time left. Maybe in addition
to prayer, fasting and almsgiving we might take on the practice of
putting on a smile in spite of the sorrowful daily circumstances of
our life. Then, not only will we have a Happy Lent, but even more
importantly, a Happy Easter!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Today we need to see the light of hope and to be
men and women who bring hope to others.”
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Stewardship of Treasure
Adult (133)
Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Fuel Collection
Ash Wednesday
Easter Flowers
Catholic Relief Services
Church in Central & Eastern Europe
Soup Supper
Faith Formation Tuition
Rental Income
Memorial for Jan Schmidt†
Memorial for Sr. Arlene Hodapp†

$6,789.00
$2,588.25
$48.73
$299.61
$25.00
$5.00
$491.00
$33.00
$20.00
$166.00
$50.00
$1,050.00
$100.00
$25.00

Grand Total
$11,690.59
Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00

Stewardship
Thank you for your stewardship this week. It has been
said that some people are afraid of generosity. They feel
that if they are too generous, they will be taken advantage
of by others. When we are generous, we are only taking
advantage of our inner greed and our desire to be attached
to the things around us. True generosity allows our true
nature to come out and become lighter and freer.
Please note that this week we received a memorial gift of
$100.00 in loving memory of the one year anniversary of the
passing of Jan Schmidt†. We also received a $25.00 memorial
gift in memory of Sr. Arlene Hodapp†. Blessed be their memory!

Easter Flower Envelopes
Attached to this week’s bulletin is an envelope
to assist in defraying some of the expenses for the
flowers and the decorations that adorn our
sanctuary. I know it seems early, but we are only
two weekends away from the start of Holy Week. (Where did
this Lent go?) Again, this year we will be decorating the
sanctuary a bit differently from last year (we hope it will be more
beautiful), and so we certainly welcome your stewardship
support. The flowers and decorations have been planned out
several weeks ago and we are placing our orders at this time.
Please include on your check or with your cash offering who
you wish to remember (living or deceased) through your
stewardship offering. Like last year, we will publish the donor’s
name as well as who they wish to remember in a special way this
Easter. The deadline for turning in monies in order to have the
memorials published will be Wed., March 23rd, by 12:00 pm.
Thank you so much!

Congratulations to the following
Confirmation Students who received the
gift of the Holy Spirit on Saturday, March 5th:
Elaine Adams daughter of Timothy & Michelle
Tommy Bigaouette son of Joe & Julie
Vanessa Clark daughter of Jason & Iris
Patrick Collins son of Dave & Julie
Alyssa Compton daughter of Dale & Teresa
Tyler Cromwell son of Becky
Tristin Danay daughter of Mike & Trina
Alyson Deegan daughter of Roxanne Birr & Dan Deegan
Jordan Enevold daughter of Joel & Chris
Abbie Fitzpatrick daughter of Dennis & Colleen
Patrick Norris son of Molly Fox & Dave Norris
Jonathan Hull son of Patrick & Wanda
Becca Kohlmeyer daughter of Jason & Logan
Benjamin Levandowski son of James & Susan
Alec Makela son of Dan & Tracey
Bailey Marshall son of Timothy & Jennifer
Erin McGraw daughter of Sean & Jeane
Rob Meidl son of Joe & Linda
Breck Michels daughter of Troy & Mary
Matt Nelson son of Scott & Lucy
Isabella Ovalle daughter of Saul & Ana
Mikaela Sellner daughter of Michael & Teresa
Luke Sellner son of Rick & Traci
Lindsey Theuninck daughter of Rick & Melissa
Shea Westermann son of Lee & Meigan

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School will be held June 6
– 10, 2016 from 8:00 am until 11:30 am. VBS
is for students Preschool (ages 4 & 5) through
5th Grade. The cost this year will be $30.00.
Look for registration forms to be out in the coming
weeks. If you would like to volunteer or for more
information, please contact Cathy Neve at 345-6765.

Upcoming Dates
March 9th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
March 16th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm; Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm;
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza)
March 23rd: No Class - Holy Week
March 30th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, March 6: Gaudete Sunday in Lent! LET US

MARCH 6TH, 2016

March 12th - 13th, 2016

REJOICE AS THE GREAT FEAST OF EASTER IS ALMOST UPON US!

11:30 am – Baptism
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Lenten Scripture Course (Church)
2:00 pm – Music on the Hill (SSND Chapel)

Monday, March 7: Lenten Weekday (Ss. Perpetua &
8:05 am
8:30 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm

Felicity, Martyrs)

– Rosary
– Mass - Helen Hadbavny†
– Mercy on Mondays (School Cafeteria)
– CCW Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)

Tuesday, March 8: Lenten Weekday (St. John of God, Religious)
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, March 9: Lenten Weekday (Saint Frances of

Rome, Religious)
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Barsness Family
11:00 am – Mass at SSND (Fr. Paul) - Mildred Anderson†
12:30 pm - 2:00 pm – Confession, Catholic School at SSPP*
6:00 pm – High School Penance Service at SJW*
*Adults from Holy Rosary are welcome to attend either service.
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice
6:00 pm – Grades 1 - 6 Rel. Ed. Classes (Stations of the Cross

Thursday, March 10: Lenten Weekday

at 7:00 pm)

10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) - Fr. Peter Nosbush
12:00 pm – Region 1 Priest’s Meeting, New Ulm (Fr. Paul )
4:00 pm - 7:00 pm – Loyola Board of Trustees Meeting
(Fr. Paul attends)

7:30 pm – K of C Planning Meeting

Friday, March 11: Lenten Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Margaret Wittry†
12:05 pm – Stations of the Cross

Saturday, March 12: Lenten Weekday
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - People of the Parish

Sunday, March 13: Fifth Sunday in Lent
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - Betty Brown†
– Rosary
– Mass - Sebastian & Gloria Lena†, Emmanuel
Anthonisamy†, & Mylvahanam Imparajah†
(Nursery, Pre-K Sunday School & CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)
11:30 am – Baptism
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Lenten Scripture Course (Church)
2:00 pm – Communal Penance Service at SJW
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Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Mary Clare Wyrowski
Gerry Hiniker
Chris Cain

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Mary Beth Nygaard, Bev Linnes
Kristin Cain, Linda Hiniker
John Kuchinka, Jackie Cesario

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Emma Niederegger, Connor McGraw,
Anna Voracek
David & Tony Weber,
Quinn Kelly (Cross/Book/Bells)
Elias & Sheamus Westermann ,
Hannah Linnes (Cross/Book/Bells)

Presentation of Gifts (2016 Confirmandi Family):
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Breck Michels Family
Isabella Ovalle Family
Isabelle Kremer Family
(2016 First Holy Communicant Family)

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Tom Rheaume, Karen Winters,
Paul Stevens, Larry Bennett (Head Usher)
Sharon Lenz, Gary & Mary Zellmer,
Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher)
Bob & Barb Wegscheid, Isaac Kolstad,
Blaine Kolstad (Head Usher)

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Myra Schroepfer/Vicki Galli
Kathy Jo Johns & Nancy Evans/Vicki Galli

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm Karen Etzell
8:00 am Dennis McCabe
10:00 am Jeanette Barsness

Money Counters for March 2016: Bill Fasnacht,
Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson, Carl Steffensmeier

Bulletin Folders for March 2016:
Ruth Fitterer, Rosal Molski, Bob & Renee Amundson
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Birthright Raffle

Catholic Relief Service Collection

Tickets are again available for the annual Benefit for
Birthright raffle. Purchase and dropped off at the parish
office. For more info, contact David Mutch at 387-5406.

“Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these
least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Mt 25:40). Today,
we are reminded that Jesus identified himself with our
poorest brothers and sisters. The Catholic Relief Services
Collection serves Jesus in the victims of human trafficking,
those who suffer from unjust laws, and those who need
pastoral care and humanitarian assistance across the globe.
Through supporting today’s collection, you help Jesus in
disguise. Please be generous.

Pasta with the Padres is Coming!
"Pasta with the Padres" is next week!
It’s a dinner and silent auction to benefit
ECHO Food Shelf and sponsored by the
four Mankato area Catholic churches. It
will be held on Sunday, March 13th at St. Joseph the Worker
Catholic Church, on Blue Earth and Hubbell Streets,
Mankato. Serving will be from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm. Priests
from the Mankato and North Mankato parishes will be there
to help. Singers/guitarists Brian Kvebak and Traci Buckle will
provide entertainment. The event is open to the public. A
free will offering will be taken.

Fuel Fund
We continue to make progress on our annual
Fuel Fund. Our total intake this fiscal year is
$5,132.00. So far, this season, we have spent a total
then of $8,689.99. Last year we took in $5,209.00
for the Fuel Fund, so we are $77.00 away from being equal to
our income for this fund from last year. If you can still help
out for this fund it would be great. Just note on your check or
mark on a plain envelope, “Fuel Fund”. I suspect that we will
still have a few weeks of winter even if that groundhog did not
see his shadow this year! Thank you so much for your support!

CCW Upcoming Events
CCW regular meeting – March 7th
Palm Sunday Bake Sale – March 18th, 19th, 20th
Region I Spring Gathering in Arlington – March 31st
CCW regular meeting – April 4th
CCW Play at MSU – April 10th

Why Be a Volunteer?
It’s not for money, it’s not for fame,
it’s not for any personal gain.
It’s just for love of fellowman.
It’s just to lend a helping hand.
It’s just to give a tithe of self.
That’s something you can’t buy with wealth.
It’s not medals won with pride.
It’s for that feeling deep inside.
It’s that reward down in your heart.
It’s that feeling that you’ve been a part
Of helping others far and near
That makes you be a volunteer!
- Author Unknown

Altar Linen Minister Needed
The St. Thomas More Catholic Newman Center Parish is
in need of persons to wash and care for the altar linens for
the Newman chapel. Some guidance and training is
provided. Commitment would be bi-monthly. Please contact
Michelle at (507) 387-4154 if you are interested.

Thank You

Lenten Opportunity provided by
Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee

Thank you to Holy Rosary’s
Pedal Past Poverty team members
who were part of the 44 teams that
raised over $103,00.00 for Theresa
House and Welcome Inn in
Mankato. Team members were: Mary Beth Nygaard, Joe
Kunkel, Karen Etzell, Jason & Alicia Reese, Arlyce Anderson,
Lindsey and Andrew Northenscold. Thank you also to the
CCW and the other donors who contributed money to this
excellent cause. Thank you!

Take advantage of this opportunity for a
weekly time of Reflection on the Spiritual &
Corporal Works of Mercy. Join us on the
Mondays of Lent in the Parish Center Cafeteria
from 5:30 pm - 7:30 pm as we read, pray and
discuss how we can put the Works of Mercy into action in our
own lives and in our community. Study books will be provided.
These sessions will begin with a Soup Supper. A free will
offering is welcome.

Boy Scout Troup 29 will be hosting their annual “All you
can eat” Spaghetti Dinner & Silent Auction on Monday,
March 14th, from 4:30 pm to 7:00 pm in Holy Rosary’s
Lower Hall. Menu includes spaghetti, garlic bread, green
beans, applesauce, olives, pickles, drinks & dessert. Adults:
$6.00; Kids 12 & Under: $2.00; Seniors: $4.00; Preschool:
Free; Family (4 tickets): $20.00. Take outs are available.

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Mar 10 - Planning Meeting
Mar 18 - Fish Fry

Mar 31 - General Meeting

Mercy on Mondays

“All You Can Eat” Spaghetti Dinner
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Holy Rosary’s Annual Lenten Fish Feed

Preparing for Holy Week

Holy Rosary Catholic Church
Lower Hall | Friday, March 18th
Serving from 4:30 pm - 7:00 pm
Menu: Deep Fried, lemon or salsa
baked fish, many side dishes,
beverages and dessert
Cost: $10 Adult, $6 Children (age 6-12), under age 6 free,
$30.00 max per family
Sponsored by North Mankato Knights of Columbus Council 5551
Join us for a great dinner!!

This annual reflection day will be Saturday, March 19th
from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm at Good Counsel Campus. Give
yourself the time and space to reflectively prepare for Holy
Week and Easter. Fee: $40.00 (includes lunch). Please
register by March 14th by calling 507-389-4266 or emailing
mjwelter@ssncp.org

The Immaculate Conception Fish Fry
The Immaculate Conception of Marysburg, Madison
Lake, will host their annual Fish Fry on Friday, March 18th,
Enjoy fried fish, au gratin potatoes, and much more from
4:30 pm to 7:30 pm. Adults: $10, Age 6-12: $5; Kids 5 &
Under are free! Adoration, Confessions, Rosary and Mass
will be available in the Church. Located 2.5 miles north of
Madison Lake near the 4 way junction of County Road 26, 15
and 16, (8 miles south of Cleveland on County Road 15. For
more information, visit www.maryschurches.com

Men’s Breakfast
The Church of St. Paul’s Men’s Breakfast will be held on
Sunday, March 13th, from 9:00 am to 11:30 am. Enjoy a preSt. Patrick’s Day celebration with an Irish Breakfast! The
menu includes Schmidt’s Ham & George’s Sausage,
Scrabbled Eggs & Irish Potatoes, Toast, Orange Juice, Coffee
and Milk. Adults: $7.00; Children 6: to 12: $3.00; Children
Under 5: Free. Sunday Mass will be at 8:00 am at the Church
of St. Paul, Nicollet, MN. Breakfast is sponsored by Catholic
Order of Forester, Court 812. Matching Grant Fundraiser for
Religious Education.

St. Patrick’s Day Ham Dinner
St. John’s Catholic Church in Mankato
is hosting their St. Patrick’s Day Ham
Dinner on Sunday, March 13th, from
11:00 am to 1:00 pm. They will be serving
baked ham, mashed potatoes & gravy,
baked beans, homemade potato salad,
relishes, jello, rolls, coffee, milk, and pie! Get a free balloon
with a child’s meal! Adults: $8.00; K-6th: $3.00; Preschool:
Free; Family Max: $25.00. Advance Tickets available at
St. John’s church office.

Help Raise Money for Our Schools!
We will take your milk caps, General Mills “Box Tops”,
and your Hy-Vee receipts. Red collection tins can be found
the Church entrances. Thank you for the students!

New to Holy Rosary?
Are you new to Holy Rosary parish? We are glad that you
are with us! All you need to do to register is to stop or call the
parish office during office hours. Elaine, our Office
Administrator, will be happy to help you. The registration takes
only a couple minutes to fill out. For those of you that are
registered and know of someone who is looking for a parish
family, be an evangelizer and tell them how easy it was to join!

Sunday, April 10
Mary Poppins
Minnesota State University, Mankato
2:00 PM Performance - $25.00 per person
(Includes play ticket and meal)

We have a limited number of seats reserved. To join us,
please stop at the parish office (or call 387-6501).
Please sign up before the tickets are gone,
but no later than March 25.
We will meet at Holy Rosary at 1:30 pm and car-pool to MSU. Upon
returning to Holy Rosary, we will gather for a catered meal in the Parish
Center. (Some of the cost of the meal will be subsidized by the Council of Catholic Women.)
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers

Holy Week Schedule 2016!

Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish

The start of Holy Week is just
TWO WEEKS away with the
celebration of Palm Sunday. No
doubt, there is already planning
and preparation that is taking
place with family and friends as we
prepare to gather for the great
Feast of Easter. Hopefully, in your
holiday plans, you are also planning to spend time with the
“Guest of Honor”, namely the Son of God, Jesus Christ,
with whom we will again be celebrating this year His
passion, suffering, death and resurrection.
The Holy Week schedule for 2016 is as follows:
Palm Sunday Weekend: 5:00 pm Sat. Mass
(Procession with palms from school gym), 8:00 am Sun.
Mass (Procession in Church), and 10:00 am Sun. Mass
(Procession with palms from school gym)
Holy Thursday: Mass of the Lord’s Supper - 7:00 pm
Good Friday: Good Friday Service - 12:05 pm
Stations of the Cross/Exposition/Benediction - 7:00 pm
Easter Vigil: 7:00 pm Mass (*There are no
candidates this year, resulting in a shorter liturgy.)
Easter Morning: 8:00 am Mass & 10:00 am Mass
We were blessed with wonderful attendance at all of
last year’s services. Please encourage one another to
come and attend the HIGHEST LITURGICAL DAYS of the
entire year. “If we have committed ourselves to the three
-fold mission of Lent through PRAYER, FASTING and
ALMSGIVING; then we will commit ourselves to the three
-fold spiritual mission of celebrating Holy Thursday, Good
Friday and the Easter Vigil during Holy Week.”
-Fr. Paul van de Crommert

Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill
Ryan Wolf, Merle Braam, Dale Nickel, Richard Koble,
Juliette Shamp, Mona Wakholz, Tim Eggersdorfer, Glee
Hodapp, Cheryl Edwards, Pat Roemhildt, Gladys Thul, Patricia
Bell, David Makela, Cindy Johannsen, Dan Senesac, Loretta
Becker, Canton Polk, Charles Ulman, Daniel Crowley, Marilyn
Rieff, Ruth Baker, Ruth Fitterer, Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris
Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, Steve Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel, William
& Bertha van de Crommert
*In consultation with the Social Concerns Committee, it was
suggested that our Prayer List be updated regularly. In the past
either staff or volunteers would call after a name had been on the
prayer list for months/years. The Committee has recommended to
me as pastor and I have accepted their recommendation that the
present names will remain on the list for SIX WEEKS. If you wish the
name of yourself or a loved one to remain on the list after that six
weeks, please call the parish office (387-6501) and inform Elaine,
our Parish Administrator, of your desire.

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Steven & Becky Vosburg
Reed & Megan White
Francis Neubert
Bernadine Faltersack
Leonard Mettler
Doug & Mary Homan
Jerry Schuck

Lenten Scripture Course - Session IV

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Ann Winkler
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Timothy Eick
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
William Backes

Ben Barsness
Sean O’Dea
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

Prayer Chain
If you, or someone you know, would like to
be included in our prayer chain, please call
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.

We had another great
attendance at our third session
of our ongoing Lenten Scripture
course. We completed the
overview of the Old Testament
and have taken the first steps into the New Testament.
Thank you to all of you that have made the sacrifice to
further advance your spiritual life with your attendance at
these scripture classes. This week we will be dealing in part
with the “Synoptic Problem” of the New Testament as well
as the “Theological Symbolism” that is so present in the
scriptures, particularly the New Testament. Again, we will be
starting class at 2:00 pm in the main church! See you there!
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Stewardship Corner
During Lent, Loyola students are reaching out to
those in need in Latin America and the Caribbean
through Food for the Poor, a Christian outreach that uses
96% of all donations to provide food, clean water,
housing, farm animals, education and start-up funds for
small family businesses to families in need.
Loyola’s Preschool options for 2016-17: 5-day All day
class for children who will enter Kindergarten in fall 2017,
2-day AM class, 3-day AM class, 5-day PM class. Tuition
assistance and parish grants are available to preschool
families. Call 388.0600 for more information or to
schedule a tour.
Save the date...Kindergarten Information Night/
PreK - 12 Loyola Open House on March 8, 2016, 5-8pm.
Come and meet Loyola teachers, visit classrooms,
learn about curriculum, activities and athletics, and take a
tour. There will be kindergarten, elementary,
intermediate, high school and tuition assistance breakout
sessions at 5:15pm and again at 6:45pm. At 6pm there
will be a presentation by administration followed by a
Q&A session. Sibling childcare is available. Come for part-or all--of the evening and see how Loyola is guiding
students to their full potential, walking with them in
faith, and equipping them to serve and lead.
Loyola’s president, Casey Breen, will continue to visit
area parishes in the coming weeks, giving a short
presentation about Loyola followed by a Q&A session
with refreshments after Mass. The following is the
schedule for Holy Rosary:
March 12th & 13th - 5:00pm, 8am, 10am Masses
Second grade students are looking forward to their
“Bread of Life” Retreat day on March 23. The retreat
features prayer time, songs and stories, baking bread,
and journaling...all directed toward preparing to
celebrate First Holy Communion this spring.
Junior Lindsey Theuninck recently became the all
time leading scorer in Mankato basketball history. She
surpassed the previous mark of 2,388 points. She has the
potential to go over 3,000 points next season.

This Week’s Readings
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:
Page 6

Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54
Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16
Is 49:8-15/Jn 5:17-30
Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30
Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53
Is 43:16-21/Phil 3:8-14/Jn 8:1-11

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:
Pd. to Date:
$65,081.69
DUE:
$65,081.69
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$26,115.00
Loyola Catholic School “Investment”:
Pd. to Date:
DUE:

$152,000.00
$234,000.00

Total Paid to Date 2015-16: $243,196.69
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16: $325,196.69
So far this year we have contributed @ 75% of our total
parish commitments.

Welcome to Holy Rosary
We welcome this week another household to Holy
Rosary’s growing parish family. Please welcome with me
Charles Maxfield from St. Peter along with his children Lee
(grade 5), Addy (grade 2) and Charlotte (grade 1). We are so
happy that you are with us. As our song-leaders are trying to
faithfully remind us (through the encouragement of our
Social Concerns Committee), give yourself at least a minute
or so to turn and greet your fellow parishioners as you leave
Mass. It allows us to build community and to show to those
who are visiting that we are a welcoming faith community
here at Holy Rosary! Welcome Maxfields!

Lenten Communal Penance Schedule
- Next Weekend
At a recent gathering of the pastors of
the greater Mankato area, it was decided
that there was no longer a need to
celebrate four penance services in each of
the four churches, given the fact that there
was a limited attendance and that all of our
parishes have ample individual confession times as well.
Therefore, beginning this Lent, there will be only two
Penance Services prior to Holy Week. They are as follows:
Sunday, March 13th: 2:00 pm at St. Joseph the Worker
Sunday, March 20th: 4:00 pm at St. John the Baptist
Please note that the Sacrament of Reconciliation is
scheduled each Saturday at 4:30 pm.

Holy Father’s Intention for March
“That families in need may receive the necessary support
and that children may grow up in healthy and peaceful
environments.”
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT - GAUDETE SUNDAY

Worship/Liturgy Committee Meeting
January 25, 2016 Minutes
The Holy Rosary Worship Committee was called to order on
Monday, January 25th, with nearly all of the members in
attendance. A special welcome was extended to the new members
who have recently joined the committee. Following prayer, the past
minutes of November 9th were reviewed and approved as read.
Pastor’s Comments Father began his comments by stating that, while he was
attending religion classes in grade school, the Rochester Franciscans
would often sing “Our Song is Alleluia”. Father began this way by
pointing out the many good things that continue to take place in so
many areas in the parish from stewardship to the spiritual life.
Father noted that since our last Worship Committee we have
welcomed another 10 households to Holy Rosary. The 5:00 pm
Mass is becoming very strong in attendance, reviling the 10:00 am
Mass. Father is pleased with the efforts of the newly established
Social Concerns committee whose efforts are crossing over into the
Worship Committee as they are working on making our weekend
experience more welcoming. The children’s Christmas play was a
great para-liturgical event. We estimate that around 1,500 people
were in attendance at the Christmas Masses as all four Masses were
very well attended and up from last year. Chairs needed to be set
up for the 4:00 pm with nearly 800 in attendance. Many favorable
comments were again made regarding the decorations for
Christmas. Thank you to the Worship Committee who worked so
hard on the environment. There are no R.C.I.A. candidates this year,
but Father is therefore intending to offer a course in scripture if
there is sufficient interest. Father is hoping for at least 30-40 people
to sign up. A new bulletin will be coming out as our local printer
cannot make a profit. Father is intending to go with Liturgical
Publications at no cost to the parish and perhaps a small profit,
depending on the number of advertisers that patronized the
new bulletin. Father closed by reading a positive e-mail that he
had recently received regarding the parish and our weekend
worship experience.
Old Business Advent/Christmas Decorations/Mass: As Father stated in his
pastor’s comments, he received positive feedback on the church
environment throughout December. Several members also echoed
the positive comments. A concern was brought up about the
poinsettias. They didn’t seem to last as long as they usually do.
St. Francis, St. Theresa, Sacred Heart Statue Update: Touch-ups
will be done on the St. Theresa and Sacred Heart statues this
summer. It was a consensus from the committee to order the
St. Francis statue. The statue will be fiberglass and life-size. We have
funding for it.
Defibrillator: The KC’s have purchased a defibrillator for the
church. We are grateful to the KC’s for this purchase.
New Business Easter Candle: Brochures were passed around and committee
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members discussed and chose a candle. We have a donor that will
purchase the candles for Easter.
Banners for Lent/Easter/Ordinary Time: We have Lenten
banners that were discovered this summer while cleaning. We will
look into having banners made for Easter and/or Ordinary time.
Environment for Lent/Easter: We will put up the purple banners
that we have, put up a large cross with purple cloth on it, and add a
crown of thorns to the cross. Bev and Maxine will put together
arrangements for the high altar. We will decorate on February 8th
at 6:00 pm.
Penance Services for Lent: This year, Holy Rosary is working in
conjunction with St. Joe’s and St. John’s on communal penance
services. There are penance services scheduled for March 13th at
2:00 pm at St Joe the Worker and March 20th at 4:00 pm at St. John
the Baptist.
Stations of the Cross: There was discussion on times to have
stations. They will be on Fridays during Lent. Last year we alternated
times between noon and 5:30 pm.
Lenten Opportunities: Holy Rosary parishioners will have
several options for making their Lenten season more meaningful.
Father Paul is going to offer a Scripture Study and JoAnn Borchert is
going to offer “Mercy Mondays” with a soup supper. More details
on each to follow in the bulletin in the coming weeks.
Microphone System Update: The current microphone system
seems to be in good working order. There are Bose speakers on the
pillars which are high quality. Dennis Eggersdorfer and Cathy Neve
expressed interest in learning more about the system so they could
be available to help with it if needed.
Mural/Lighting Update: Father is looking into a touch-up on the
mural as well as putting in more lighting in the sanctuary. More
details to follow after consulting with the Finance & Parish Councils.
Altar Cloth Update: The altar cloth has been resized and has
arrived. It is patiently waiting for use on Easter Vigil and throughout
the Easter season.
Server Training Update: There are 10 young people
who were trained for the first level of serving – “Cross, book, bells.”
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament: Exposition will be
scheduled on First Fridays: April 1st, May 6th & June 3rd. It will not be
held in the summer months.
Holy Water Availability: The Holy Water tank will be cleaned
and put by the St. Theresa statue. Some bottles will be made
available so people can take Holy Water home.
Sacristy Closets: The closets in the sacristy will be redone this
summer as there is an odor to them. They will be lined with cedar.
Old vestments will be possibly donated to Loyola or the missions.
Budget 2016 - 2017 – Sanctuary Floor Refinishing: It is hard to
distinguish the steps in the sanctuary. Father will consult with
the Finance & Parish Councils about having them redone in the
future (2017).
Priority Projects for the Church (5 Year Plan): The committee
discussed ways to improve the church building in the future.
The next meeting will be Monday, April 18th at 7:00 pm.
The meeting closed with prayer.
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