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“Filled with the Holy Spirit, Jesus returned from the
Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the desert for forty
days, to be tempted by the devil.”
- St. Luke

It is almost three years ago, next month,
that I began the arduous task of packing up
my personal effects in the rectory at
St. Aloysius after a 13 year run. Not only is
moving “back-breaking”, but it is also
“mind-bending”. For, as I was taking down
pictures and packing up boxes, the boxes
were heavy, but the heart was also getting
heavy, as I reflected on how quickly life had
passed up to that point.
One object that I packed up, (that is now almost 16
years old), was one of my parting gifts when I left St. Peter in
Canby. The parish had pooled together and purchased a
reproduction of an antique clock that was originally
produced in Holland in the 16th or 17th century. More than a
year ago, I found again a place of honor for the clock, at the
top of the rectory stairs, on a wall, all by itself. It looks as if it
was made just for that space both in style and size. Yet, for
more than a year I have walked past the clock on my way to
or from my bedroom, usually in a “hurry” and with the
intention, as I say to myself, “I have to get some batteries for
that clock”. But days pour into weeks and weeks into
months and the months into years. So that little Dutch wall
clock sat silent (really for almost three years in the box or on
the wall) because I “procrastinated” putting it up or putting
batteries into it because I was “pushing” to do something
else that was more important.
One of my Lenten resolutions this year is that I am going
to finish unpacking and organizing my home office, shelves,
etc. So after the first of the three Masses on Ash
Wednesday, I went upstairs and tackled this little ticking
friend of mine of a decade and a half. In a matter of minutes
the clock was running beautifully and the delicate, brass
pendulum of a horse and rider was gently swinging to and
fro, marking again the passage of American (not Dutch) time.
This little clock could be a paradigm of our Christian and
Catholic experience. If there are two things that we as
Americans suffer from in our spiritual life in 2016, it is our
“procrastination” or “pushing past the present moment” to
the next thing that requires our attention. We seem to live
in the future and likewise never catch up on the past, which
is not only a physical problem, but a spiritual problem as
well. Yet, all we have is the present, which is all that a clock
can report. All clocks can only mark the present moment,
neither the past, nor the future.
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In this weekend’s Gospel from St. Luke, we hear once
again the three temptations that Christ encounters. Unlike
my little clock that sat without batteries for three years; the
Blessed Lord is “empowered” to face the temptation in that
present moment. He does not “procrastinate” or “push” the
devil aside, but faces the issue head-on. I would like us to
consider a similar scenario as we enter more deeply into this
special season called Lent.
It is SO EASY to procrastinate the practices of Lent. It is
so easy for us to say; “Prayer, fasting and almsgiving are all
good and well, but not today, I have too much going on.
Lent is for 40 days. I have plenty of time.” Thus pushing the
penances of this particular time to some future point. Like
my clock, so much time can pass and our penances can
remain dead and life-less.
If we bring this to the practicality of the Mass that we
are called to celebrate each week, isn’t it curious that in this
perfect prayer, all of the elements of the Lenten penances
are always there. 1.) Of course the Mass is all about PRAYER
as it is the “perfect” prayer and has all of the elements of
prayer from petition, contrition, adoration and thanksgiving.
2.) The Mass calls us to FAST an hour before the reception of
Holy Communion. 3.) The Mass always invites us to GIVE for
the needs of the local church as well as the broader,
Universal Church. So, to celebrate the Mass, is to really
celebrate the “spirit” of Lent all year.
Keeping that in mind, maybe, as part of our Lenten
resolve, try to be in church, say….at least 5-10 minute before
the Mass begins to recollect and review the readings, rather
than at the time of the opening hymn or later. Secondly,
how about not pushing to be the first ones out of the
church, making it appear the church is in flames! (Ha!)
Rather, spend a few minutes talking and greeting that
person who you spent the intimacy of praying together with
for the last hour or so.
May we not pass up this beautiful Lenten season like I did
my beautiful little clock for so long. Let’s put in some spiritual
energy into this season so that when Easter comes, we might
sing out, like the bells of Easter, that Christ has risen 2,000
years ago and risen in our hearts in 2016! Happy Lent!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“If we have committed ourselves to the three-fold
mission of Lent through PRAYER, FASTING and
ALMSGIVING; then we will commit ourselves to the three
-fold mission of celebrating Holy Thursday, Good Friday
and the Easter Vigil during Holy Week.”
- Rev. Paul van de Crommert
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Stewardship of Treasure
Adult (140)
Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Fuel Collection
Fuel Donation - CCW
Home Mission
Faith Formation Donation - CCW
Cleaning Donation - CCW
Faith Formation Donation
Faith Formation Tuition
Rental Income
Investment—Interest Income

$8,361.22
$2,901.25
$74.99
$169.73
$635.00
$500.00
$25.00
$300.00
$312.00
$75.00
$85.00
$700.00
$422.65

Grand Total
$14,561.84
Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00

Stewardship
Thank you for your gifts of stewardship as we again
surpassed our budgeted needs. We were blessed with great
attendance last weekend at both the 5:00 pm and the 10:00
am Masses as well as the 4:30 pm and 7:30 pm Masses on
Ash Wednesday. As we now enter into this “joyful” season
of Lent, may we “joyfully” give, not only to the Church, but
also to those charities and organizations that rely on our
generous and “joyful” spirit. Happy Lent!

Fuel Fund
As in the past, we are holding our annual Fuel
Fund drive in order to defray (at least part of) the
expenses of the monies needed to cover the cost of
heating our city block of buildings.
Last year the parish spent $20,611.47 on heating our parish
buildings. Our Fuel Fund Appeal last year brought in about 25%
of the total expenses or $5,209.00 to be exact. This year, we
have spent so far $5,531.00. To date, we have received
$4,435.00 in this fiscal year of 2015-2016 for the Fuel Fund. Last
week we took in $1,135.00 for the Fuel Fund. Wonderful!
Please consider making an offering with a check in the memo
marked “Fuel Fund” or to place a check in an envelope marked
“Fuel Fund”. We hope that we can pass last year’s goals!
Thank you for your generosity in the past and thank you for
your generosity that will be forthcoming. Thank you so much!

K. of C. Council #5551 News
Feb 25 - General Meeting
Mar 3 - Blood Drive

Mar 10 - Planning Meeting
Mar 18 - Fish Fry

Ash Wednesday Class for ALL Students
Thank you to the families and
catechists
who
made
special
arrangements to attend one of the Ash
Wednesday Masses this past week.
Students, whether you sat with your
fellow classmates or your family, it was great to see you!
May your Lenten Season be a time of prayer, fasting,
and almsgiving and lead to rejoicing at Easter!

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School will be held
June 6 – 10, 2016 from 8:00 am until
11:30 am. VBS is for students Preschool
(ages 4 & 5) through 5th Grade. The cost
this year will be $30.00. Look for
registration forms to be out in the
coming weeks. If you would like to volunteer or for
more information, contact Cathy Neve at 345-6765.

Nursery Update
Do you love working with children? Are you available
during the 10:00 am Mass? We are in need of several
more people to help in the Nursery. We welcome young
people who have had a babysitting class to inquire about
the nursery. If you are interested in helping out, contact
Cathy at 345-6765 or nevec@hickorytech.net

Upcoming Dates
Feb. 17th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm;
Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm; (A $3
donation is suggested for pizza)
Feb. 24th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
March 2nd: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm;
Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm; (A $3
donation is suggested for pizza)
Saturday, March 5th: Sacrament of Confirmation at the
5:00 pm Mass
March 9th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

Birthright Raffle
Tickets are again available for the annual Benefit for
Birthright raffle. Purchase and dropped off at the parish
office. For more info, contact David Mutch at 387-5406.
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The Week Ahead
Sunday, Feb. 14: First Sunday in Lent

FEBRUARY 14TH, 2016

February 20th - 21st, 2016

2:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Lenten Scripture Course (Church)

Monday, Feb. 15: Lenten Weekday
8:05 am
8:30 am
11:00 am
5:30 pm

– Rosary
– Mass - Christine Schorn
– Mass at SSND (Fr. Paul) - Billy Phillips
– Mercy on Mondays (School Cafeteria)

Tuesday, Feb. 16: Lenten Weekday
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
10:00 am - 5:00 pm– Pastoral Leader Days in Willmar
(Fr. Paul attends)

12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker

Wednesday, Feb. 17: Lenten Weekday (The Seven Holy
Founders of the Servite Order)

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Living & Deceased Members of
the Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Level PC)
6:00 pm – Social Hour/Pizza for Rel. Ed.
7:00 pm – Grades 7 - 11 Rel. Ed. Classes
7:00 pm - 8:30 pm– High School - Sacrament of
Reconciliation (during class time)

Thursday, Feb. 18: Lenten Weekday
10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) - Dixie Lippert†

Friday, Feb. 19: Lenten Weekday
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Joseph & Josephine Schmitz
1:00 pm – River of Life (Conf. Rm. 1)

Saturday, Feb. 20: Lenten Weekday
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Peter Etzell†

Sunday, Feb. 21: Second Sunday in Lent
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - Shawn Reynolds† (Nursery, Pre-K
Sunday School & CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Lenten Scripture Course (Church)

Hungering For Opportunity
Our journey with CRS Rice Bowl begins
in Colombia, where coffee beans are
changing lives! What actions can we take
this Lent to change lives—at home and
around the world? Visit crsricebowl.org for more info.
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Lectors:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Brian Eggersdorfer
Mike Brumm
Jim Schorn

Eucharistic Ministers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Bev Linnes, Daniel Gowanlock
Terri Compton, Margaret Ayers
Darlene Schorn, Deb Stachon

Altar Servers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Mitch Bigouette, Reid Gruenes,
James Young
David & Tony Weber, Carson Fischer
Sheamus & Elias Westermann,
Connor McGraw

Presentation of Gifts (2016 Confirmandi Families):
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Tristin Danay Family
Morgan Olson Family
Jordan Enevold Family

Ushers:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Marcy Koch, Paul Stevens, Tom Rheaume,
Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Chris Sturm, Cathy Neve, Paul Harguth,
Doug Helget (Head Usher)
Bob & Barb Wegscheid, Bob Stachon,
John Jagerson (Head Usher)

Music Ministry:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Julie Gruber/Vicki Galli
Holy Rosary Choir/Elaine Wolf/Kira Stiles
Kathy Jo Johns & Nancy Evans
/Jeanne Makela

Rosary Leaders:
5:00 pm
8:00 am
10:00 am

Vince Guertin
Arlyce Anderson
Darlene Schorn

Money Counters for February/March 2016: Bill
Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson, Carl Steffensmeier

Bulletin Folders for February 2016: Mary Bliss, Barb
Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Rita Townsend
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Lord, Hear Our Prayers
Prayers and support for all of our sick and injured
of Holy Rosary Parish
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and injured in our
parish who are at home, in the hospital, nursing homes or
assisted-living residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

For Those Who Are Ill
Juliette Shamp, Charles Shamp, Mona Wakholz, Tim
Eggersdorfer, Glee Hodapp, Cheryl Edwards, Pat Roemhildt,
Gladys Thul, Patricia Bell, Susan Larson, David Makela, Cindy
Johannsen, Dan Senesac, Loretta Becker, Canton Polk, Charles
Ulman, Daniel Crowley, Marilyn Rieff, Ruth Baker, Ruth Fitterer,
Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, Steve
Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel
*In consultation with the Social Concerns Committee, it was
suggested that our Prayer List be updated regularly. In the past
either staff or volunteers would call after a name had been on the
prayer list for months/years. The Committee has recommended to
me as pastor and I have accepted their recommendation that the
present names will remain on the list for SIX WEEKS. If you wish the
name of yourself or a loved one to remain on the list after that six
weeks, please call the parish office (387-6501) and inform Elaine,
our Parish Administrator, of your desire.

Home Visitation: If you wish to have yourself or a loved
one receive the sacraments, Holy Communion or a personal
pastoral visit, please call our coordinator, Lorraine Klaseus at
507-388-4932
Timothy & Lori Kollasch
Gerard Lorentz
Blaine & Teresa Kolstad
Craig & Laura LaPoint
Margaret Mueller
Noel & Edith Lange
Tony & Joni Stadtherr

For Those in the Military
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Ann Winkler
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Timothy Eick
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
William Backes

Thank you to the “many” that
took the time to sign up for our
Lenten Scripture course. Our first
session will be THIS SUNDAY,
FEBRUARY 14th, beginning at 2:00 pm. We will meet for
an hour, take a brief break and then we will resume for a
half hour or so. Towards the end of each session the
course will be opened for any questions you might have
on the scriptures or any other question of the spiritual
life as a Roman Catholic.
If you have not signed up and still would like to come
this Sunday, please come. We would love to have you.
We will invite you to be seated in the front pews of
the church so that everyone can hear and see. See you
this Sunday afternoon!

Happy Valentine’s Day!
It is a rare occurrence that we are
celebrating Valentine’s Day on a Sunday.
So Happy Valentine’s Day to each and
everyone of you. St. Valentine of Rome,
is a widely recognized third-century
Roman saint, associated since the
Middle Ages with a tradition of courtship
and love. May we extend a Valentine to
everyone, but not maybe so much a “card”, but “kindness”,
not so much “flowers”, but “friendship”, not so much
“candy”, but “companionship”. Happy Valentine’s everyone!

Thank You Worship Committee

For Our Families
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Holy Rosary Lenten Scripture Course

Ben Barsness
Sean O’Dea
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

A special word of thanks goes out to our
well-oiled spiritual machine we call our
“Worship Committee”. It is a joy when we
get together and we make in “short order” a
great deal of work as we decorated for
another liturgical season. The banners that
are in the sanctuary are not new, but they are beautiful
banners we found last summer while we were cleaning and
organizing. These banners were made in Belgium. They were
a great find. May the rugged cross that we have again placed
in our sanctuary, and the baskets with our spiritual
sacrifices, bring this Lent into holy fruition so that the tree of
life might again spring new spiritual life for us this Easter!

Black & Indian Mission Collection

Prayer Chain
If you, or someone you know, would like to
be included in our prayer chain, please call
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.

The Black and Indian Mission Collection is THIS
WEEKEND. This is an opportunity to evangelize and further
the missionary cause of bringing the Gospel to our African
American and Native American family. Please be generous.
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Stewardship Corner
Due to the weather, our Catholic Schools Week Mass
has been rescheduled for Wednesday, March 2, 9:30am
at SS Peter and Paul parish. All are welcome!
On February 10 and 11, Loyola welcomed a team
from the Winona Diocesan office to validate our Catholic
Identity Accreditation self-study.
Loyola’s Preschool options for 2016-17: 5-day All day
class for children who will enter Kindergarten in fall 2017,
2-day AM class, 3-day AM class, 5-day PM class. Tuition
assistance and parish grants are available to preschool
families. Call 388.0600 or 388.0614 for more information
or to schedule a tour.
Loyola’s professional development this month
focused on unpacking the information gleaned from
NWEA tests. K-12 students take these assessments in fall,
winter and spring. Results are used to guide us as we
support and challenge our students.
Save the date...PreK - 12 Loyola Open House/
Kindergarten Registration Information Night March 8,
2016, 5-8pm.
Come and meet Loyola teachers, learn about
curriculum, activities and athletics, and take a tour. There
will be kindergarten, elementary, intermediate, high
school and tuition assistance breakout sessions at
5:15pm and then again at 6:45pm. At 6pm there will be a
presentation by administration followed by a Q&A
session. Sibling childcare is available. Come for part--or
all--of the evening and see how Loyola is guiding
students to their full potential, walking with them in
faith, and equipping them to serve and lead.

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:
Pd. to Date:
$43,042.59
DUE:
$65,081.69
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$26,115.00
Loyola Catholic School “Investment”:
Pd. to Date:
DUE:

$147,000.00
$234,000.00

Total Paid to Date 2015-16: $216,157.59
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16: $325,196.69
So far this year we have contributed @ 66% of our total
parish commitments.

Loyola is participating in the Catholic Schools Raffle,
presented by Catholic United Financial. Just $5 will give
you a chance to win BIG prizes plus, EVERY dollar stays
with Loyola! Our goal is to raise $25,000 to replace the
wood chips with new rubber mats on the Upper Campus
playground and to purchase new protective wall padding
for the Lower Campus gym. Contact your favorite
Crusader today to buy your ticket!

This week we contributed another $7,000.00 to our
stewardship commitment to the Loyola Catholic School
system, bringing us to a total offering to $147,000.00. At
this point, we have surpassed our stewardship
contributions to the school from last year at this time
by $35,000.00. It is through your generosity that we are
able to keep our stewardship commitments. Our finances
report that our expenses are up which is due in part to
the many repairs last summer, but also because we are
further ahead on our support of Loyola.
Our D.M.A. of the Diocese continues since last
November. To date we have taken in $26,115.00, which
is less than $100.00 more than last week’s total. The
Diocese is reporting that our “variance” from reaching
our goal is at $15,633.48. Again, I remind you that there
is no stewardship penalty this year if we do not achieve
our goal. This week’s report from the Diocese reveals
that of the 75 parishes in the Diocese, 22 parishes have
reached or surpassed their D.M.A. goal while 53
parishes have not achieved their goal (or slightly more
than two-thirds). This year, every dollar that we take in
is divided 80% Diocese and 20% parish, even if we go past
our goal. Thank you for your goodness and generosity!

This Week’s Readings

New to Holy Rosary?

Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:
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Lv 19:1-2, 11-18/Mt 25:31-46
Is 55:10-11/Mt 6:7-15
Jon 3:1-10/Lk 11:29-32
Ez 18:21-28/Mt 5:20-26
Dt 26:16-19/Mt 5:43-48
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18/Phil 3:17-4:1 or 3:20-4:1/Lk 9:28b-36

Are you new to Holy Rosary parish? We are glad that you
are with us! All you need to do to register is to stop or call the
parish office during office hours. Elaine, our Office
Administrator, will be happy to help you. The registration takes
only a couple minutes to fill out. For those of you that are
registered and know of someone who is looking for a parish
family, be an evangelizer and tell them how easy it was to join!
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Pedal Past Poverty

Mercy on Mondays

Holy Rosary’s Pedal Past Poverty
team is in need of more riders! The event
is Feb. 27th at the YMCA. Please call the
parish office at 387-6501 if you would like
to join the team.
The team needs to raise $1,000.00. If you would like to
support Holy Rosary’s team monetarily, please place your
donation in an envelope marked “Pedal Past
Poverty” (checks payable to “Partners for Affordable
Housing”) and drop them at the parish office or in the
collection basket. Your donations will help our Mankato
neighbors who are experiencing a temporary housing crisis
and are guests of the Theresa House or Welcome Inn.

Lenten Opportunity provided by
Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee

Wine & Food Pairing - March 19th
Our next GREAT parish
get-together has been set for
March 19th as we will be
celebrating our Annual Wine and
Food Pairing. IT IS JUST FIVE
WEEKS AWAY! We will be serving
a four-course-dinner along with your favorite wines at the
modest price of just $50.00 per person ($45.00 early bird).
This year we are going to approach this fund-raiser
in a new way. The meal will be hosted in our school
auditorium, following the Saturday night Mass for Palm
Sunday. We will begin with a social around 6:00 pm and
then go to the meal. We will again, like the Fall Festival,
be selling tickets in advance as it makes for a much more
accurate count. Tickets are now on sale! We are hoping
to sell 150 tickets this year, which is a modest goal. We
have already sold several tickets. Tickets will be sold
before and after the Masses on the weekends during
Lent. Please call the Parish Office and speak to Jim
Theuninck at 345-6828 to purchase your ticket.

Thank You
The CCW sewing group has recently received a
wonderful gift! In December, Agnes Klingel donated her
personal rug loom to the sewing ladies to help them
continue their work in making rugs. Agnes also donated all
her pre-cut fabric pieces to the sewing group. Thank you
Agnes, for your great generosity! We are also grateful to
Merlin and Lorraine Zarn from Amboy who spent a whole
day here re-warping the loom to get it ready for the
sewing group to use. And then they returned another day to
help tweak a few things. We appreciate Merlin and Lorraine
for sharing their time and talent with the ladies of
CCW. What a gift!

Have you been wondering just what
Pope Francis means by the Year of
Mercy? Take advantage of this opportunity
for a weekly time of Reflection on the
Spiritual & Corporal Works of Mercy. Join us
on the Mondays of Lent (beginning on
Feb. 15th) in the Parish Center Cafeteria from 5:30 pm 7:30 pm as we read, pray and discuss how we can put the
Works of Mercy into action in our own lives and in our
community. Study books will be provided.
These sessions will begin with a Soup Supper. A free will
offering is welcome. For more information or to sign up to
attend, contact: JoAnn Borchert at 388-8813 or Mary Beth
Nygaard at 625-1450

River of Life Prayer Group
River of Life is a Mankato ecumenical prayer group that
has been meeting for over 40 years and currently meets at
Holy Rosary Parish Center, located at 546 Grant Avenue,
North Mankato, Meeting Room 1. Meetings are held the
first Tuesday of each month at 7:30 pm. and the third Friday
at 1:00 pm. A meeting consists of praise and worship music,
a short teaching or scripture reflection, and prayer for
individual needs, family requests, prayers for our nation and
world. A meeting typically lasts 1 ½ hrs. Feel free to drop by
or attend regularly; anyone is welcome to attend.

New Bulletin Benefactors
I recently received word that all of our
advertisement slots are now taken for our
newly revised parish bulletin. This is wonderful. We are most
grateful for all of our benefactors who make our bulletin
possible. Please consider supporting these businesses as
many of these businesses are owned or operated by Holy
Rosary parishioners! Thank you, patrons, for all of your ads
and your stewardship support! God bless you!

Pasta with the Padres is Coming!
The 9th Annual “Pasta with the
Padres” fundraiser for ECHO Food
Shelf, sponsored by the four Mankato
area Catholic churches, will be held at
St. Joseph the Worker Catholic
Church on Sunday, March 13th, 4:00 pm - 7:00 pm.
We will need a lot of helpers again this year with both
the dinner and Silent Auction. Sign up sheets will be in the
church entries next weekend. Please sign up to help and
then plan to attend. Itʼs lots of fun!
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