SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

“As a young man marries a virgin, your Builder shall
marry you; and as a bridegroom rejoices in his bride so
shall your God rejoice in you.”
- First Reading – Prophet Isaiah
When we think of
weddings, we tend to think of
the month of June and not the
month of January. Yet, while
the number of weddings are
declining in the Church, we
have been blessed with a fair
number of weddings since my
arrival as pastor 18 months
ago. In fact, I have a wedding scheduled in the parish at the
close of the month of January. I reminded this couple, and
every couple that marries in Minnesota in the midst of
winter, that they have more faith than I have as a priest. For
it takes a great act of faith to marry at a time of year that
could be less than favorable with blizzards and bitterly cold
temperatures!
This week, the readings are very much into “marriage”
and “marital” images. But we should not miss the forest
for the trees, or really the “tree of life” for the image of
marriage and family life, or the image and illustrations
involving marriage. For in the First Reading from the
Prophet Isaiah and again in the Gospel from St. John,
it is far less about “couples” and more about “Christ”.
The First Reading is far less about “family life” and more
about “faith”.
In the First Reading from the great prophet Isaiah, he
speaks of the Good News of God’s relationship with the
people of Israel. For the prophet points out that as deep as
the bond of husband and wife can be in its holy perfection,
so too is the spiritual relationship between God, the
“bridegroom”, and Israel, God’s “bride”. For we read in the
First Reading these words: “…For the Lord delights in you
[Israel and really all of God’s people] and makes your land
his spouse.”
In the Gospel from St. John, we hear the familiar
miracle story of water turned into wine at the Wedding
Feast at Cana. As most of you are aware, it is the first
public miracle of Jesus and He is thrust into the “spiritual
limelight” (if you will) by His own Mother, Mary. While
many a preacher will focus on the backdrop of the wedding,
they will miss the central point of St. John’s message. For I
will say again, it is not about the wedding “couple”, but it is
about “Christ and Christ’s Mother”. It is less about “family
life” and more about “faith life”. It is less about the nuptials
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of a man and woman at Cana and more about the spiritual
nuptials of Christ and Mary. For when Christ says to His
Mother, “Woman, how does your concern affect me? My
hour has not yet come”, Christ is not in any way being shy
about His role as the Son of God and the Messiah. Rather,
Christ does not call His Mother “WOMAN” as a means of
INSULT, but rather calls her “WOMAN” to INSTIGATE
the new spiritual order. For by Christ calling Mary
“WOMAN”, He is saying in effect; “If I perform this
miracle and the people see a glimpse of my divinity,
everything changes both for you and for me.” In short
Christ was saying “Mary, you are the new Eve” and “I will
be the new Adam”. Just as the first man and woman
consummated sin and death in the world, Christ and
Mary’s spiritual consummation will bring about
salvation and eternal life.
If Catholics only understood how powerful the Holy
Eucharist is spiritually and that it is far more intimate and
holy than any conjugal act performed between a married
man and woman. For when we attend and see Christ called
down on the altar by the priest, heaven and earth are united
in a holy bond between bread and BODY, wine and
BLOOD. Every time we come forward to receive the Holy
Eucharist, Christ’s Divine BODY and BLOOD are united
to our earthly body and blood. The offspring of this
spiritual embrace is nothing short of the Good News of
everlasting life!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Today, there are those who say that marriage is out
of fashion... They say that it is not worth making a life-long
commitment, making a definitive decision, ‘for ever’,
because we do not know what tomorrow will bring. I ask
you, instead, to be revolutionaries, I ask you to swim
against the tide; yes, I am asking you to rebel against this
culture that sees everything as temporary and that
ultimately believes you are incapable of responsibility, that
believes you are incapable of true love.”
- Pope Francis

UPCOMING PARISH MEETINGS
1) Holy Rosary Social Concerns Committee –
Monday, January 18th, 7:00 pm, Conference Room #1
2) Holy Rosary Education Committee –
Thursday, January 21st at 7:00 pm, Conference Room #1
3) Holy Rosary Worship Committee –
Monday, January 25th, at 7:00 pm, Conference Room #1
4) Holy Rosary Pastoral Council Meeting –
Thursday January 28th, 7:00 pm, Conference Room #1
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Adult (123)
Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Pop Machine
Rebate on Pop for Festival
Rental Income
Religious Education Tuition
Investment/Interest Income
Grand Total

$ 6,998.00
3,086.25
73.96
246.35
125.00
225.00
1,670.00
30.00
2,945.00
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
FIRST RECONCILIATION
Please keep our second grade
students in your prayers as they prepare
for their First Reconciliation. Pray that
God will help them to ask for forgiveness
when they need to, forgive others who
have wronged them and help them be peacemakers in
their school and family. First Reconciliation is scheduled
for Sunday, January 24th at 3:00 pm.

$ 15,399.76

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00)

STEWARDSHIP
For both retailers as well as religious institutions,
January is a slow time of year when it comes to
stewardship. There are less customers coming into
stores and less Christians coming into churches. We
have been blessed at Holy Rosary as the attendance has
remained quite strong in this month of January and our
stewardship keeps exceeding our budgetary needs. This
week of course, is no exception. May God continue to
bless Holy Rosary with the continued graces of sound
stewardship and spiritual souls coming to church. May
God bless you in your generosity.

FUEL FUND
As in the past, we will be holding our annual
Fuel Fund in order to defray at least part of the
expenses of the monies needed to cover the cost
of heating our city block of buildings. Attached to
this week’s bulletin is an envelope for you to
make us of to assist in defraying some our costs for fuel.
Last year the parish spent $20,611.47 on heating our
parish buildings. Our Fuel Fund Appeal brought in about
25% of the total expenses or $5,209.00 to be exact.
This year, because of the milder winter and upgrading the
rectory furnace of 1949, we have spent so far $3,043.27. (Of
course we have not yet received January’s bill which will be
fairly high.) To date, we have received $50.00 so far in this
fiscal year of 2015-2016 for the Fuel Fund.
Thank you for your generosity in the past and thank you
for your generosity that will be forthcoming. Thank you for
your relentless stewardship.

HOLY ROSARY CEMETERY
BOARD REPRESENTATIVES
We are grateful that Holy Rosary has now an
individual who has been willing to serve on the Calvary
Cemetery Board. As a parish family we are most
appreciative that Tom Kiffe has stepped forward to
represent Holy Rosary along with me, as the pastor, on
our cemetery board.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE MEETING
The next meeting of the Education Committee will be
Thursday, January 21st at 7:00 pm. If you have an agenda
item, please let Cathy Neve know at 507-345–6765 or
nevec@hickorytech.net

UPCOMING DATES

January 20th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
January 24th: First Reconciliation at 3:00 pm – 2nd Graders
January 27th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
February 3rd: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
February 10th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
February 17rh: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
February 24th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

WINE & FOOD PAIRING
Please mark your calendars for Saturday,
March 12th as we will again be hosting Holy
Rosary’s annual Wine and Food Pairing Event.
We will be serving a four-course-dinner along
with your favorite wines at the modest price of
just $50.00 per person (early-bird $45.00).
This year we are going to approach this fund-raiser in a
new way. We have moved the date to Saturday and will be
hosting the meal on the parish grounds in the school
gymnasium following the Saturday evening Mass. We will
begin with a social and then go onto the meal. We will again,
like the Fall Festival, be selling tickets in advance as it makes
for a much more accurate count. We are hoping to sell 150
tickets this year. Those of you who have gone in past years,
know first-hand how much fun the evening is and it is a great
time to connect with the many wonderful people of Holy
Rosary and beyond! Please call the Parish Office and speak
to Jim Theuninck at 345-6828 to pre-register this week. We
hope to see you there.
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THE WEEK AHEAD
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JAN. 23 - 24 LITURGICAL ROLES
Lectors

Monday, Jan. 18: Weekday
8:05 am
8:30 am
11:00 am
4:00 pm

– Rosary
– Mass - John Klaseus†
– Mass at SSND (Fr. Paul) - Wally Molitor†
– Social Concerns Committee Meeting

– Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
– Mass at St. John the Baptist
– Mass at St. Joseph the Worker
– River of Life (Conf. Rm. 2)

Wednesday, Jan. 20: Weekday (Saint Fabian, Pope and

5:00 pm:
8:00 am:

10:00 am:

Martyr; Saint Sebastian, Martyr)

8:05 am
8:30 am
6:00 pm
7:00 pm

– Rosary
– Mass - Don Haley†
– Social Hour/Pizza for Rel. Ed.
– Grades 7 - 11 Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, Jan. 21: Saint Agnes, Virgin and Martyr

10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows (Fr. Paul)
- Living & Deceased Members of the
Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family

Saturday, Jan. 23: Weekday (USA: St. Vincent, Deacon
and Martyr; USA: St. Marianne Cope, Virgin; BVM)

4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Bernadette Wilder†

Sunday, Jan. 24: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - Shawn Reynolds† (Nursery, Pre-K
Sunday School & CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)
3:00 pm – First Reconciliation Service
(three priests will be in attendance)

Eileen Wadekamper, John & Lori Daley, Bev
Linnes, Brenda Voracek, *Rebecca Gruenes
Sharen Lenz, Julie Schoettler,
Michelle Ellingworth, Terri Compton,
Bernie Bastian, *Jane Younge
Curt & Donna Stanke, Ryan Howe, Sherry
Henrickson, JoAnn Borchert, *Darlene Schorn

Altar Servers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Anna Voracek (Cross, Book, Bell),
Reid Gruenes, Mitch Bigaouette
Ben & Lauren Cahalan, Carson Fischer
Elaine Adams, Andrew Kohrs, Abi Lang

Presentation of Gifts

10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) - Marge Grausam
7:00 pm – Education Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)

Friday, Jan. 22: Day of Prayer for the Legal
Protection of Unborn Children

Mary Clare Wyrowski
Nancy Holden
Chris Cain

Eucharistic Ministers

(Conf. Rm. 1)

Tuesday, Jan. 19: Weekday
7:00 am
8:15 am
12:05 pm
7:30 pm

5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

2016 Confirmandi Families
Lindsey Theuninck Family
Matt Nelson Family
Rob Meidl Family

Ushers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Tom Rheaume, Paul Stevens, Karen Winters,
Maggie Bennett (Head Usher)
Arlyce Anderson, Craig Amundson,
Chris Sturm, Carl Steffensmeier (Head Usher)
John Jagerson, Brandon Bernard,
Brent Friedrichs, Mark Weingartz (Head Usher)

Music Ministry
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Tom Bachman/Jeanne Makela
Corinne Ort/Janelle Campeau
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela

Rosary Leaders
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Vince Guertin
Arlyce Anderson
Darlene Schorn

Monday, Jan. 25: Conversion of St Paul the Apostle
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Don Haley†
7:00 pm – Worship Committee Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)

DONATE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Looking to recycle some of your Christmas
decorations this year? We would be happy to take
them for our Christmas Shoppe at next years
November Fest(ival). Please drop off your
donation at the parish office during office hours
(Mon-Fri 9:00 am - 5:00 pm). If you have any questions,
please contact Rachel Helget at helget18@gmail.com.

Money Counters for January/February/March 2016:
Bill Fasnacht, Shirleen Gulden, Jan Nelson,
Carl Steffensmeier

Bulletin Folders for January 2016:
Anne Frederick, Betty Rykhus, Dolores Portz, Pat Lyons

BANNS OF MARRIAGE (II)
Jonathon Mader & Marykay Bergeron – January 30,
2016, Holy Rosary Church
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LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS…
PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and
injured in our parish who are at home, in the
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living
residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Pat Roemhildt, Meaghan Maes, Luella Henning, Gladys
Thul, Patricia Bell, Susan Larson, David Makela, Cindy
Johannsen, Dan Senesac, Loretta Becker, Canton Polk, Mona
Wakholz, Ruth Gag, Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel
Crowley, Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, Juliette Shamp,
Ruth Baker, Ruth Fitterer, Jane Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, Mary
Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, Krystal Portz,
Steve Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel, Shannon Murphy, Lisa
LaPoint Leland, David Bruender

FOR OUR FAMILIES
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Jeremy Horkey
No Mass
John Barnett
Teri Shary
Kevin & Barbara Plath
Douglas Michels
Joseph Kunkel & Mary Beth Nygaard

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Ann Winkler
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Timothy Eick
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
William Backes

Ben Barsness
Sean O’Dea
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

PRAYER CHAIN
If you, or someone you know, would like to
be included in our prayer chain, please call
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

1 Sm 15:16-23/Mk 2:18-22
1 Sm 16:1-13/Mk 2:23-28
1 Sm 17:32-33, 37, 40-51/Mk 3:1-6
1 Sm 24:3-21/Mk 3:13-19
2 Sm 1:1-4, 11-12, 19, 23-27/Mk 3:20-21
Neh 8:2-4a, 5-6, 8-10/1 Cor 12:12-30 or 12:1214, 27/Lk 1:1-4; 4:14-21
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LENTEN SCRIPTURE COURSE 2016
“MAKING SENSE OF THE GOSPELS TODAY”
The Education Committee discussed
some time back the possibility of doing an
Adult Education course perhaps during
the Lenten Season for a series of weeks on
the Sacred Scriptures. As pastor, I am
certainly open to teaching a basic
foundational course on the Sacred
Scriptures, as I have done such courses in
the past. As this year it appears that we will not have any
candidates for full-communion into the Church this Easter,
pastorally I will have a bit more time as last year I was taking
on that instruction for a couple of hours each week.
However, preparing to teach a basic course of this nature
does involves some serious time of preparation. I want to be
assured that the time is well spent and that we have a
respectable number of people signed up for the course. I feel
that the most reasonable days would be either Sunday or
Wednesday evening. We would most likely go for 1 ½ to 2
hours, with a break and perhaps some discussion in between.
Below is a simple form that you can either fill out or call
in and inform the staff of your interest. There will be no
charge, just a spiritual, Lenten commitment that you will be
faithful to come to the classes for the five weeks of Lent. I
would ask that you would indicate your intentions by no later
than February 5th. If I have at least 40 or more people signed
up, I will proceed with the class. In the past people have found
them interesting, engaging and the time flew by both for the
teacher and the students. It would be a good Lenten resolution
to attend this class and to deepen your faith and knowledge of
the Sacred Scriptures that you hear every Sunday.

REGISTRATION
LENTEN SCRIPTURE COURSE 2016
“MAKING SENSE OF THE GOSPELS TODAY”

First Name: ___________________________
Last Name: ___________________________
Phone Number: ________________________
Preferred Time to Meet (Please m ark ALL of
the times that would work for you):
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Sundays at 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm
Sundays at 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Please return this form to the Parish Office in person,
by placing it in the collection basket, or through the
mail. You may also call the Parish Office at 387-6501.
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Our professional development this month included
sharing by our teachers who
attended the TIES
(Technology
Information
Education
Services)
conference in December. Chr issy Kar st, J ulie Homan,
Val Koch, Deb Maus, Ruthie Corcoran, Martha Witte,,
Cindy Austin, Sue Goebel and Jean Volkmuth shared what
they learned about digital citizenship, leaving a positive
digital footprint, ways to connect with parents, and new
ways to use technology with students.
Did you know? Michelle Ellingworth, Loyola K-4
Resource Teacher offers LEAP (Loyola Enrichment After
School Program) on sever al Tuesdays each month. She
and her colleagues offer coding, creative writing projects,
book clubs, and activities based on literacy and math
themes.
Did you know? Our grade 5-7 students have been
working on coding--an interesting and fun way to “be the
brain” of your computer and tell it exactly what to do--in
their computer classes.
Coding develops logical thinking, problem-solving
skills and attention to end results.
We look forward to welcoming observers from the
Winona Diocesan office for our Catholic Identity
accreditation visit.
Mar sha Stenzel, diocesan
superintendent of schools, and her team will be at Loyola
on February 10 and 11. As administrators prepared reports
for the visit, we were happy to highlight our strong Catholic
tradition and daily practice. Loyola not only teaches our
faith, but lives it every day through focusing on the
corporal and spiritual works of mercy.
Save the date...Open House at Loyola January 21
and March 8, 2016, 5-8pm. Ar e you cur ious about what
Loyola offers students and families?
Do you have a
preschool child? Do you have an incoming kindergarten
student or a child who is in elementary, middle or high
school who is looking to make a school change? These
open house events are for you! Come and meet Loyola
teachers, learn about curriculum, activities and athletics,
and take a tour. There will be elementary, intermediate and
high school breakout sessions at 5:15pm and 6:45pm and a
6pm presentation by administration followed by a Q&A
session. Come for part-- or all--of the evening and see how
Loyola is guiding students to their full potential, walking
with them in faith, and equipping them to serve and lead.
National Catholic Schools Week begins on J anuar y
31. Plan to join us and Bishop Quinn on Wednesday,
February 3 at 9:30am at SSPP church when we gather for
our all school Mass. All are welcome.

K. OF C. COUNCIL #5551 NEWS
Jan 28 - General Meeting
Feb 7 - Pancake Breakfast

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:
Pd. to Date:
$ 37,441.98
DUE:
$ 65,081.69
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$ 25,215.00
Loyola Catholic School “Investment”:
Pd. to Date:
$ 120,000.00
DUE:
$ 234,000.00
Total Paid to Date 2015-16:
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16:

$ 182,656.98
$ 324,296.69

*So far this year we have contributed @ 61% of our
total parish commitments.
This week we contributed $5,000.00 to our
stewardship commitment to the Loyola Catholic School
system, bringing us to a total offering to $120,000.00.
At this point, we have surpassed our stewardship
contributions to the school from last year by $26,000. It
is through your generosity that we are able to keep our
stewardship commitments.
Our D.M.A. appeal is continuing. The goal that the
Diocese established is at $36,988.48. To date we have
taken in $25,215.00 or 68% of the Diocesan goal. Every
dollar that you give this year to the D.M.A. will result in
80 cents going to the Diocese of New Ulm and 20 cents
back to the parish. Even if we exceed our goal, the
contributed monies will still be divided out 80/20, with
the 80% going to the Diocese and 20% to Holy Rosary.
Thank you for your support.

WELCOME
We welcome Jill Burnett as our newest
member to Holy Rosary. Jill is residing in
Mankato and is presently working as a
teacher. We welcome Jill and all of our
recently registered parishioners to Holy
Rosary. If you see someone at Mass that you
do not know, do take the time to greet them and introduce
yourself to them.

NEW TO HOLY ROSARY?
Are you new to Holy Rosary parish?
We are glad that you are with us! All you
need to do to register is to stop or call the
parish office during office hours. Elaine,
our Office Administrator, will be happy to
help you. The registration takes only a couple minutes to
fill out. For those of you that are registered and know of
someone who is looking for a parish family, be an
evangelizer and tell them how easy it was to join!
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BABY ITEMS NEEDED

MISSION TRIP MINISTRY

The Council of Catholic Women
will again reach out to newborn babies in
the local area by collecting items. A gift
is sometimes just what is needed to
support someone in a difficult situation.
Items can be left in the pac-n-play at the main entry of the
Church or in the bassinets at the side entrances. NEW
ITEMS ONLY! Most needed: newborn-9-24 months
outfits, diapers, baby wipes, diaper rash cream, baby bath
towels & wash cloths, receiving blankets, bibs, infant
socks (0-12 months), baby layettes, long sleeve onesies,
baby books, small toys. Checks or cash will be used to
purchase needed items - please put any monetary gifts in
an envelope marked "Baby Shower" and place them in
the collection basket, and we will do the shopping for
you. February 7th will be the last day for collection.
Thanks for your help!

I will be going on a mission trip to St. Lucia for 10
days in May with Varsity Catholic. Varsity Catholic is a
small section of campus ministry that works with athletes
specifically. I realize more than ever how sports
drastically influence our culture, and now we have an
amazing opportunity to influence the world! Joining me
will be collegiate athletes from around the country
sacrificing their summer break to give back to the
underprivileged. St. Lucia is a very impoverished country
in which 80% of children are born out of wedlock. We
will be working with these kids in their schools and
holding after-school soccer camps. We will use the
universal language of soccer to develop them as athletes
and as Christians!
In a very real way, this mission trip will bring Christ
to all nations and expose these U.S. athletes to a new way
of viewing the gifts they have been given in their lives.
We need your help! I need to raise $2,000 dollars for
trip expenses. I would love to give you the opportunity
to invest in spreading God's word in St. Lucia. Would you
be interested in giving 25$, $50, $100, $250, or another
amount, to make this trip possible for me and the other
student-athletes attending? There are no limits, and any
gifts are greatly appreciated!
Please make checks payable to FOCUS, and in the
memo line write Rebekah Kolstad. You can also easily
donate online at http://www.focusonline.org/goto/4422
Please pray for the success of this trip; that God may
work in the lives of the children of St. Lucia AND the
student-athletes going!
Thank you for all your support. May God bless you!
- Rebekah Kolstad

40 DAY’S FOR LIFE
Mankato’s 40 Days for Life team invites you and your
family to participate in the area’s first 40 Days Lenten
Campaign. The Lenten Campaign runs from February 10th
to March 20th. Please join us! Call Brenda Voracek (507625-5008) or Mary Kay Goettl (507-213-1486) to schedule
a prayer time. You may also schedule a prayer time online.
A kick-off rally will be held on February 9th at 5:50 pm at
Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church in Xavier Hall - Upper
room on the 4th floor. We hope you and your family will
join us! Let’s make a difference together!

MARCH FOR LIFE NOVENA
& PRAYER SERVICE

On January 22, 2016 we will commemorate the 43nd
anniversary of Roe v Wade which legalized abortion in
the United States. Join thousands of Catholics across the
country coming together in prayer for "9 Days for Life"
from Saturday, January 16 - Sunday, January 24! The
USCCB has put together a nine day novena of prayer
which you can have sent to your email or phone or you
can print off a written version of the novena. Go to the
Family Life page of the diocesan web site, dnu.org for the
link to sign up for the novena and other prayer resources.
The Annual Prayer Service for Life will take place at
10:30 am at the Cathedral of St. Paul with Bishop John
LeVoir presiding. Following the prayer service the
MCCL March for Life will take place at the State Capitol
starting at 12:00 pm noon. A bus will be arriving at
7:45 am in the St. Peter & Paul’s church parking lot,
leaving promptly at 8:00 am on that day. If you wish to
take this bus call Tom at 507-381-2544 to reserve your
seat. Suggested cost is $20 and or a free will offering.
A beverage and treat will be included in this cost; bring
a bag lunch if you wish. Approximate return time to
Mankato is 3:00 pm.

PRAYING LENT
Enrich your Lenten devotion! Come join
our group as we pray daily during lent. Each
participant commits to spend some time each day
in prayer and then to meet Saturdays to share the
past week’s grace. The daily prayer meditations are based
on daily scripture and the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius
of Loyola. It is an opportunity to pause, reflect, listen and
respond to the voice of God as God speaks to your heart.
The kick-off meeting is on Saturday, Feb. 6th, 10:15 am
Xavier Hall, the Upper Room – SSPP Parish, Mankato. The
final session is on Saturday, April 2nd. If you would like to
register or would like more information, please call Frank
Cesario at 507-625-2395 or email fcesario@hickorytech.net

OPTIONS FOR WOMEN | MANKATO
Do you have a heart for life and desire to support
women and their babies in the Mankato area? Options
for Women | Mankato is looking for a volunteer
receptionist to work 8-16 hours a month. If you are
interested, please contact Lori Letourneau at 625-2229.

