THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

“So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph,
and the infant lying in the manger.”
- St. Luke
Growing up, when we attended Mass at
Christmas time, my Mother was always
struck with “JOY” (really “humor” to be
exact) when it came to this line from St.
Luke’s gospel. For many times the Gospel
was read in such a fashion, that there was
no break after the word “Joseph”, and the
coma was ignored. So, it always struck my Mother funny
as she imagined the “ENTIRE” Holy Family in the manger
along with Baby Jesus! It is a sweet little memory growing
up in family life back on the farm in southern Minnesota.
Unfortunately, physically speaking, family life is
perhaps not as sweet as it once was. That is not to say that
in years gone by families and couples did not have their
troubles and problems. Yet time has often a way of
forgetting the bad and only remembering the good.
Equally unfortunate, spiritually speaking, there will be
many a preacher on the Feast of the Holy Family who will
neither be “nostalgic” of family life in the past much less
very “nice” about family life in the present or the future. So
many times the Feast of the Holy Family can become a
springboard of all of the wrongs of society and see only
the sober reality of family life. But that is not what this
feast is about!
Yes, we all know about divorce, co-habitation,
infidelity, abortion, children out-of-wedlock, abuse to
children or spouses, poverty, immigration, non-practicing
families of the faith, etc., etc. My Father would often say
when he walked out of Church, “The priest tells us the
spiritual problems, but he does not give us the spiritual
answers.” Good point Dad, even if I did not say that to him
at the time of my youth! (Better late than never, right?)
This past Monday morning as we gathered some
30 souls strong for the morning Mass, just four days before
Christmas, I spotted three younger people that were in
attendance towards the back of church. I did not recognize
them, but I was glad that they could join us for the Holy
Eucharist. I suspected that they were related as they looked
alike and there was a religious sister in full habit between
these two young men.
After the Mass was over and I was clearing the altar, I
noticed the religious sister taking a long-meditative look at
our high altar and our newly restored mural. When I
returned to the sacristy, they were all standing in the
sacristy to greet me. They introduced themselves as
members of a family I had served some 20 years ago as a
“green” pastor out in western Minnesota.
I told them that they had all radically changed and that I
had not recognized them as they were all in grade school or
younger at the time. They were most gracious and said that
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I had changed little since I had served out west and
recognized me immediately. After a few pleasantries, they
informed me that their dear mother, who had brought into
the world ten children, had passed the night before at the
age of only 56 of cancer. She had struggled with this cancer
and finally had lost her battle. They were quick to remind
me that they were fond of their mother, most especially
because she was “a woman of faith”. They spoke with
spiritual bravery that they were pleased to report that she
was at peace and not fearful of moving onto eternity.
This family was not perfect, even when I knew them
back in my former assignment, but they were striving to be
a “Holy Family”. They were a permanent fixture at Sunday
Mass each and every week. They assisted where they could
in the life of the church. They were stewards of the parish
even though their earnings were limited from the land and
the sheep that were lounging in their pasture.
Yet the parents cannot help but be proud either living or
deceased that they have already seen a religious sister be
raised up from their family and a son who is now aspiring to
Christ’s Holy Priesthood. For myself, I felt I had celebrated
the Feast of the Holy Family a bit early this year through
this chance encounter and mini-reunion of (at least part of) a
good and holy family.
The recipe for a holy family is not as hard as maybe
many people make it out to be. 1.) Above all else, ATTEND
MASS WEEKLY. Going to Mass on Saturday night or
Sunday morning is not the MOST you can do each week, it
is the MINIMUM SPIRITUAL REQUIREMENT. 2.) Pray
as a family. Since we have this parish called Holy Rosary,
what would be wrong with just praying part or all of the
rosary for 10 to 15 minutes each day. There is some truth
that goes; “The family that prays together, stays together.”
3.) Parents, act like parents. Guide your children. Teach
your children. Correct your children. Work with your
children. Spend time with your children. Talk to your
children. The great demise of our society is that the smart
phone and laptop have become the electronic parents of the
present age. 4.) Children, act like children and young
people. When your parents ask you to be helpful, be helpful.
Remember that all that you have and all that you are comes
from them. Even when they are old, revere them as you
might revere the saints of old. 5.) Be merciful as a family
member! Even if a family member acts inappropriately or
sinfully, always work for peace. As I believe Pope Pius XII
said during the time of the Second World War; “Nothing is
lost by peace, but everything may be lost by war.”
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, household of the Holy Family,
we know you had many struggles and temptations in life
from a teen pregnancy, conception out of wedlock, a
May - December relationship, poverty, murderous threats,
immigration into Egypt, a lost Child, widowhood and the
list goes on. Help us to raise holy and faithful families so
that we might one day all share in the family of God in
everlasting life. Amen.

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY AND JOSEPH

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Adult (136)
Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Christmas Flowers
Immaculate Conception
Retirement Fund for Religious
Christmas
Rental Income
Rel. Ed. Dinner Donations
Rel. Ed. Tuition
Interest Income
Grand Total

$ 7,409.86
3,716.25
87.37
350.90
185.00
70.00
1,489.94
1,055.00
170.00
267.00
50.00
21.70
$ 14,873.02

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00)

STEWARDSHIP
Your generous stewardship these past months has
made it feel like Christmas through much of the year.
Your stewardship is a response to faith and as pastor I
am deeply grateful for your continued generosity of not
only your treasure, but also your time and talent. It is so
wonderful to see week after week such strong
attendance at all three of the weekend Masses.
Emmanuel! God is truly with us here at Holy Rosary!
Merry Christmas and thank you for your generous gifts!

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM US TO YOU!
I, as pastor, on behalf of myself and the
staff at Holy Rosary, want to wish you and
yours a very Merry Christmas and a Most
Blessed and prosperous New Year. I know I
speak for our entire staff when I say that we feel
both privileged and honored to serve. May the next year of
2016 be as joyful and peaceful as 2015 has been. Blessings!
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
FAMILY CATECHESIS
Parents, please check your email in the coming months
for a message that contains “The Quill & the Cloth” article
from the bulletin. It is a great tool for evangelization with
your family. Read it over, ponder it, and share the message
with your children. Sometimes we don’t always get to Mass
here at Holy Rosary or pick up a bulletin after Mass. The
article will be one way to talk about and share the Catholic
faith with your family.

STUDENTS
Enjoy your Christmas break and we’ll see you in the
coming new year! Grades 7 – 11 will meet on January 6th
with social hour/pizza beginning at 6:00 pm. Class time is
7:00 pm to 8:30 pm.

UPCOMING DATES

December 23rd: No Class - Christmas Break
December 30th: No Class - Christmas Break
January 6th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
January 13th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
January 20th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
January 24th: First Reconciliation – Second Graders
January 27th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“For me Christmas has always been about this:
contemplating the visit of God to his people.”
- Pope Francis

NEW YEAR’S EVE AND DAY –
THE SOLEMNITY OF MARY
(HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION)

NEW FLOWER AND CHRISTMAS
DECORATION OFFERING ENVELOPE

The culture has convinced us that New Year’s Eve
and New Year’s Day is a time of celebration as we usher
in the new “Calendar Year”. The Church is trying to
convince us that that New Year’s is a time to usher in
“Christ’s Mother”, as she has received the lofty title of
“Mother of God” and “Mother of the Church. May we
take time out of our celebrations and family gatherings to
celebrate as a family of faith the Good News of Mary
giving birth and nurturing in holiness the Christ Child
Jesus Christ to proclaim the Good News of salvation.
Two Masses will be offered for the Holy Day of
Obligation at 5:00 pm on Thursday evening and again on
Friday morning at 9:00 am. Mary, Mother of God, pray
for us now and in this New Year of 2016!

Thank you to those of you that have donated
towards our Christmas flowers and decorations. To date
we have taken in stewardship a total of $3,175.00. This
is wonderful. Since Christmas and Easter are the two
primary times that we collect monies for our liturgical
environment, we also use the money to decorate in the
other seasons such as Advent and autumn.
At all of the Christmas Masses we handed out a
program acknowledging all those that contributed to our
Flower Fund as well as the memorials of the living and
the deceased. Additional copies are available at the
church entrances. Thank you to all of you that make it
possible to have our church sanctuary so beautifully
decorated all year long. Merry Christmas!
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THE WEEK AHEAD
Sunday, Dec. 27: The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
11:30 am – Baptism

Monday, Dec. 28: The Holy Innocents, Martyrs
*8:00 am – Mass - Peter Etzell† (note earlier time!)

Tuesday, Dec. 29: Fifth Day within the Octave of
Christmas (Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop and Marty)
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker
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SOLEMNITY OF MARY
DEC. 31 - JAN. 1 LITURGICAL ROLES
Lectors
5:00 pm:
9:00 am:

Eucharistic Ministers
5:00 pm:
9:00 am:
5:00 pm:
9:00 am:

NO AM Mass
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Parish Center)
NO REL. ED. CLASSES

9:00 am:

Friday, Jan. 1: Solemnity of Mary, the Holy
Mother of God (Holy Day of Obligation) NEW YEAR’S DAY
Parish Office Closed
9:00 am – Mass for the Solemnity of Mary
- Mary Lindberg†

Saturday, Jan. 2: Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church
4:00 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Sylvia Bruender†

Sunday, Jan. 3: The Epiphany of the Lord
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - Betty Brown†
– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish
(Nursery during the 10:00 am Mass)

2016 PARISH CALENDARS
The 2016 Calendars will be
distributed at the Solemnity of Mary
vigil and morning Masses! Next
weekend they will also be available in
the Church Entrances. These calendars
feature the official Roman Catholic
liturgical calendar for the United States including
solemnities and feasts! (One per family, please.)

Younge Family
Paul & Karen Harguth

Ushers
5:00 pm:

NEW YEAR’S EVE
*No AM Mass
Parish Office Hours: 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) - Sarah O’Hara†
5:00 pm – Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Mary
- People of the Parish

John & Lori Daley
Cathy Neve & Terri Compton

Presentation of Gifts

Wednesday, Dec. 30: Sixth Day within the Octave
of Christmas

Thursday, Dec. 31: Seventh Day within the Octave
of Christmas (Saint Sylvester I, Pope) -

Caroline McGowan
Jim Theuninck

Larry & Maggie Bennett,
Karen Winters, Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Bill Fasnacht, Bob Stachon,
John Jagerson, Arlyce Anderson (Head Usher)

Music Ministry
5:00 pm:
9:00 am:

Kathy Jo Johns & Nancy Evans/Jeanne Makela
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela

PASTORAL THANK YOU
Many thanks to all of you that have shown me
so many kindnesses these last days through your
thoughtful cards, kind words, fruit baskets, sweets,
personal and monetary gifts. You have not only
been most generous to the parish, but also to this
pastor. As much as I appreciate your gifts, I am
even more grateful for the sentiment and love that is
expressed through them. The greatest gift I already have, and
that is serving as your pastor of Holy Rosary. May you have a
most Blessed Christmas and a holy and healthy 2016!

PENANCE – PRAYERFUL THANK YOU
Many of you have taken to heart the
Advent call of seeing these four weeks
before Christmas as a time of spiritual
renewal through the Sacrament of
Penance. It was wonderful to be able to
hear confessions for a solid hour before the Saturday night
Mass. It was also so wonderful to see such a good
attendance of our parishioners at St. John’s parish on the
Third Sunday of Advent as well as the strong attendance
at the Holy Rosary Penance service on the Fourth Sunday
of Advent. With five priests in attendance, we began the
service at 3:00 pm and were wrapping up around 4:30 pm
- 4:45 pm. Pretty spiritually impressive! As I am writing
this in anticipation of the Christmas Masses, I suspect that
there will be a good number of confessions on Tuesday
and Wednesday. God will bless our lives and parish life
when we receive this important sacrament and strive to
live in a state of grace. Through this sacrament we will
indeed have a spiritually “Merry Christmas”!
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JAN. 2 - 3 LITURGICAL ROLES
Lectors
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Brian Eggersdorfer
Dolores Portz
Roxi Lang

Eucharistic Ministers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Bev Linnes, John & Lori Daley, Brenda
Voracek, Karen Winters, *Deb Stachon
Bernie Bastian, Mary Homan, Linda & Gerry
Hiniker, Mary Beth Nygaard, *Cathy Neve
Jordan Moore, Ryan Howe, JoAnn Borchert,
John Kuchinka, Cut & *Donna Stanke

Altar Servers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Connor McGraw (Cross, Book, Bell),
Reid & Riley Gruenes
David & Tony Weber, Jake Homan
Elias & Sheamus Westermann, Matthew Helget

Presentation of Gifts
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Glen & Petty Landsteiner
Gordy & Terri Compton
Paul Manderfeld Family

Ushers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Bob Stacon, Ken & Pat Thiele,
Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Gary Zellmer, Bill Fasnacht,
Chris Sturm, Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Jim Barker, John Jagerson,
Chuck Schoettler, Steve Kaiser

Music Ministry
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Kathy Jo Johns & Nancy Evans/Jeanne Makela
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Myra Schroepfer/Vicki Galli
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LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS…
PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and
injured in our parish who are at home, in the
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living
residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Joe Galli, Susan Larson, David Makela, Cindy Johannsen,
Dan Senesac, Loretta Becker, Canton Polk, Mona Wakholz,
Ruth Gag, Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel Crowley,
Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, Juliette Shamp, Ruth Baker,
Ruth Fitterer, Jane Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, Rachel Tobin,
Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, Krystal
Portz, Steve Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel, Shannon Murphy, Lisa
LaPoint Leland, David Bruender

FOR OUR FAMILIES
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Ann Winkler
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Rosary Leaders
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Mary Bliss, Barb Wegscheid, Marge Grausam,
Dolores Portz, Rita Townsend

NEW TO HOLY ROSARY?
Are you new to Holy Rosary parish? We are glad that
you are with us! All you need to do to register is to stop or
call the parish office during office hours. Elaine, our Office
Administrator, will be happy to help you. The registration
takes only a couple minutes to fill out. For those of you that
are registered and know of someone who is looking for a
parish family, be an evangelizer and tell them how easy it
was to join!

Ben Barsness
Sean O’Dea
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

If you, or someone you know, would like to
be included in our prayer chain, please call
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.

Money Counters for December 2015: Bob Manwarren,
Bulletin Folders for January 2015:

Timothy Eick
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
William Backes

PRAYER CHAIN

Paul Stevens
Margaret Ayers
Curt & Donna Stanke

Renee Amundson, Adrian Person, Mike Schneider

Patricia Balderas
No Mass
No Mass
Dan & Heather Gowanlock
Brandon & Sook Hensley
Bruce & Sandi Kinsella
Steven & Nancy Braun

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18
1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35
1 Jn 2:12-17/Lk 2:36-40
Is Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21
1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28
Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12

K. OF C. COUNCIL #5551 NEWS
Jan 14 - Planning Meeting
Jan 28 - General Meeting
Feb 7 - Pancake Breakfast
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

During this season of gift-giving in honor of the birth of
Jesus, we thank each of you and your entire parish family
for the wonderful gift of your faithful and generous support
of Loyola Catholic School.
Did you know? We gratefully remember you and your
intentions at our weekly school Masses.
Save the date...Open House at Loyola January 21
and March 8, 2016, 5-8pm. Ar e you cur ious about what
Loyola offers students and families? Have you thought
about Loyola for your family but think it isn’t possible? Do
you have a preschool child? Do you have an incoming
kindergarten student or a child who is in elementary,
middle or high school who is looking to make a school
change? These open house events are for you! Come and
learn about our strong foundation and our new vision for
your parish school. Watch for details!

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of Dixie Lippert†
-May she rest in peace.

CHRISTMAS THANK YOU
It bears repeating that
the liturgies of Christmas
and the Christmas season
do not just happen, but
require lots of preparation
and work behind the
scenes. It is spiritually
humbling that when I walk in church on Sunday mornings at
6:50 am the music people are already dressed in their Sunday
best and practicing for the 8:00 am. Likewise a word of
thanks to our servers who came for extra rehearsals and then
also patiently serve at Mass. He choir has put in lots of time
and continually add a richness to the liturgy. Equally we are
grateful to the Worship Committee and all the additional
volunteers that step forward to take on the monumental task
of decorating our church so well for the Christmas season. A
word of praise also goes out to all that assist in the various
ministries from lectoring to ushering to distributing Holy
Communion. Also a word of thanks to Deacon Russ for his
service and presence at the various Masses. Thank you for all
that you do to give praise and honor and glory to God on the
occasion of His Holy Birthday! Merry Christmas!

THANK YOU
The Susan Zenk† Family would like to thank all of
those who helped with the Funeral Mass and luncheon.
Your kindness means so much!

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:
Pd. to Date:
$ 31,731.37
DUE:
$ 65,081.69
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$ 21,205.00
Recommended:
$ 36,988.48
Loyola Catholic School “Investment”:
Pd. to Date:
$ 100,000.00
DUE:
$ 234,000.00

Total Paid to Date 2015-16:
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16:

$ 152,936.37
$ 336,070.17

This week we contributed another $9,000.00 to our
stewardship commitment to the Loyola Catholic School
system, bringing us to a total offering to exactly
$100,000.00. At this point, we have surpassed our
stewardship contributions to the school from this
same time last year by $25,000.00. It is thr ough your
generosity that we are able to keep our stewardship
commitments. Thank you for this.
Our D.M.A. appeal is continuing. The goal that the
Diocese established at $36,988.48. To date we have
taken in $21,205.00 or 57% of the Diocesan goal.
Every dollar that you give this year to the D.M.A. will
result in 80 cents going to the Diocese of New Ulm and
20 cents back to the parish. Even if we exceed our goal,
the contributed monies will still be divided out 80/20,
with the 80% going to the Diocese and 20% to Holy
Rosary. Thank you for your support.

INVITE OTHERS HOME TO THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH
We are grateful to be Catholic,
and we're glad you are too. There is
so much to love about Jesus and His
Catholic Church, and it is infinitely
important that we share the fullness
and the truth of the Church and the
good news of the Gospel with others!
Since its founding, CatholicsComeHome.org has helped
more than 500,000 people return home to the Church
through the working of the Holy Spirit and with the
cooperation of supportive Catholics who desire to invite
others home.
Do you want ideas on how to share the Catholic faith
more fully with with those that are searching or have
fallen-away? Go to CatholicsComeHome.org for ideas on
how to start the conversation. We begin to evangelize by
starting a conversation.
- Deacon Russ Blaschko
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DONATE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Are you looking to recycle some of your Christmas
decorations this year? We would be happy to take your
donated decorations for our Christmas Shoppe at next
years November Fest(ival). Please drop off your donation
at the parish office during office hours (Mon-Fri from
9:00 am - 5:00 pm). If you have any questions, please
contact Rachel Helget at helget18@gmail.com.

DONATED WREATH - THANK YOU
The Christmas wreath that was hanging on the altar
during advent, and is now on the lectern, is a gracious
donation from the Mary Cline† Family. Mary passed away in
December of 2014. The beautiful wreath was displayed at the
altar for Mary’s funeral. The Worship/Liturgy Committee
asked the family if Holy Rosary could keep it on display for
the Christmas season of 2014. The family agreed. This year,
the Cline Family made a replica of the wreath as a gift to Holy
Rosary. Thank you to the Cline Family for their generous
hearts in loving memory of their mother, Mary.

COLLECTION FOR ECHO FOOD SHELF
Let us continue in the spirit of Generosity and
Mercy, by bringing a donation for the Echo Food Shelf
on the 2nd weekend in January. This time of year they
tell us that what they most need are the following:
 Personal Care Products (shampoo, toothbrushes,
toothpaste, soap, etc)
 Cleaning Products (laundry soap, dish soap, etc)
 Paper Products (paper towels, napkins, toilet paper)
THANK YOU for your generosity - we can make a
difference! Watch for the boxes at the doors on the
weekend of January 9th & 10th.

WE HELP OTHERS - WHO
Social Concerns of Holy Rosary would
like to form a committee called “We Help
Others”. This committee would serve
parishioners with home needs who requested
assistance with small projects such as changing
a light bulb when the are no longer able to
climb a ladder, adjusting the brakes of a walker, replacing
elastic in pajamas, or writing a thank you note. Please call
Darlene Schorn at 507-345-8667 if you would like to be a part
of this committee work. Let us know your availability and if
you have special skills such as sewing, electrical or plumbing
(to advise the parishioner on what is needed, i.e. a dripping
facet, so that they can call the proper repairman).

LISTEN TO
BISHOP
JOHN M.
LEVOIR’S
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BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Do you know of someone who would be
interested in becoming a full member of the
Catholic Church and a full member of Holy Rosary
parish? Evangelization begins not with a bulletin,
but rather being a Good News person and talking to someone
that you know in your house or your neighborhood who is
seeking a deeper relationship with the Lord.
Last year, we received some six members into full
communion in the Catholic Church. Please contact the parish
office if you know of someone or perhaps that “someone” can
call the parish office as well to learn more about what it
requires to become a member of the Catholic faith. Please call
387-6501. Classes will begin in January of 2016!

RIVERBEND TEC RETREAT
The next Riverbend TEC retreat weekend is
scheduled for January 16-18, 2016 at Holy Trinity
Church in Winsted. Registration forms are available
from your parish or by contacting Riverbend TEC at 507
-829-2412. Application forms can also be downloaded
from www.riverbendtec.org. There is a great 5 minute
informational video available on this Web site.

THE FAMILY ARRIVED EARLY
FOR CHRISTMAS!
You might notice in the back of the church that our two
niches once again have occupants. St. Theresa and the Sacred
Heart of Jesus have returned and been restored. They look
very good after being in “rehab” for several weeks. Jesus’
hand is now once again fully restored! It’s a miracle!!!
Seriously, in transport the statues suffered a few minor
blemishes. They will be touched up by the artists on site in
the start of 2016. In the New Year we will also be doing
some more work on the mural in the sanctuary, most likely
during the Lenten season and also possibly working on the
lighting in the sanctuary as well. If the budget allows, we
will also be working on a new sound system that “Godwilling” might be in place by Holy Week. Welcome home
Jesus and Theresa! We missed you!

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
Religious give thanks. “We cannot begin to repay all
who contribute,” writes a Catholic sister. “So we pray to
God, who is never outdone in generosity, to reward
you.” Heartfelt thanks for your donation to last week’s
collection for the Retirement Fund for Religious. May
God bless you for your goodness!

LATIN REQUIEM HIGH MASS
A Latin Requiem High Mass will be celebrated at Ss.
Peter and Paul Catholic Church on Saturday, January 2nd at
9:00 am. A question and answer period with coffee and rolls
will follow on the fourth floor. All are welcome.

