FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
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columns that often come easier than I anticipate.)

“From His fullness we have all received, grace in
place of grace, because while the law was given through
Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”
- St. John
St. John begins his gospel,
not with an infancy narrative
about Jesus as a “tiny tot” visited
by shepherds and kings. No,
John begins with some very
heavy theology: “IN THE
BEGINNING IS THE WORD”.
Of course we know that the
“WORD” was God, specifically
Jesus Christ.
Just as St. John begins his introduction with heavy
theology, he also ends the first part with heavy theology.
For St. John says THREE TIMES in that final paragraph
the “word”, “GRACE”. What is GRACE?
One of the major theology students who was ahead of
me in the seminary was also a belated vocation. He was
well into his 60’s when he was ordained to the priesthood
having been in the workforce for many years. He was often
put out as how he was treated like a “tiny tot” when he had
been in the workforce for so many years. One day he was in
class and one of the professors asked the question;
“GENTLEMEN, WHAT IS GRACE?” Without question,
this student of mature years raised his hand and said
“SOMETHING MARY WAS FULL OF!” Needless to say
that he got a very cold stare from the professor priest for his
comical outburst.
Yet, it is true! Mary was filled with “grace”. St. John
the Baptist was filled with “grace”. Equally our Blessed
Lord was also filled with “grace”. What is “grace”?
I taught for years in religious education and Confirmation
classes that GRACE IS GOD’S SPIRITUAL GIFT
TO US TO LIVE A LIFE OF HOLINESS AND
SPIRITUAL PERFECTION.
For me, in my priesthood, I feel God’s gift of grace in
my preaching. So many times, I look at the gospel and I
think, “Now what new piece of Good News can I glean
from this passage that no one has heard before?”
Many times, while taking a quiet walk or even working
quietly in the rectory, the theme of my homily hits me.
Quickly I jot the idea down on a piece of paper as those
ideas can be quickly illusive. Is that my work and mental
ability? Maybe. But just maybe it might be the work of the
Holy Spirit working in me. (Just like writing these weekly

The gift of “grace” for many people is most visible at
the time of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Many times I
have experienced people coming against their own will,
almost arguing with themselves as to why they should
celebrate the sacrament with the words; “I DON’T KNOW
WHY I AM HERE!” They raise the question as to why they
came, often propelled by a force that is beyond their own
reasoning. I remind them that it is “grace”, God’s gift that
has brought them to this moment.
This Sunday afternoon is a time of “GRACE”. At
3:00 pm at Holy Rosary Church there will be a Penance
Service and an opportunity to receive the “merciful
grace of forgiveness”. (I was pleased by the Holy Rosary
parishioners who presented themselves in strong numbers
at the Penance Service at St. John’s last Sunday, making up
at least half of all who attended.) In addition to our
Penance Service on Sunday, I will also provide two more
sessions on Tuesday and Wednesday evening beginning at
7:00 pm God wants to forgive us of our sins. Are we ready
to seek His grace and mercy in this Jubilee Year of Mercy?
Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus into our hearts through your
Sacrament of Forgiveness!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor
P.S. Also, it was a “GRACED MOMENT” when we
witnessed the return of our Christmas program on stage
with our religious education students last Sunday. I was
concerned when I showed up to practice on a Wednesday
evening. But the adage still holds, “WEAK REHEARSAL,
STRONG PERFORMANCE”. For their limited practice
time, the students, catechists, volunteers and Director did
GREAT! GOOD JOB!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Sometimes courage is the quiet voice at the end of
the day saying, ‘I will try again tomorrow.’”
- Mary Ann Rademacher

NAUGHTY OR NICE ALTAR SERVERS!
Beginning at Christmas and into the New
Year, any one of our presently active servers are
welcome to come to the sacristy (regardless if
you are scheduled to serve or not that weekend)
and receive a little “Christmas Present”. For our
servers have been nothing but “NICE”! This gift of
thought is but a small way of saying “Thank You” for
your faithfulness in volunteering yourself and giving of
your time and talent for the glory of the Good Lord!
Thank you servers!
-Father
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Adult (142)
Electronic Giving
Junior
Plate
Christmas Flowers
Immaculate Conception
Retirement Fund for Religious
Christmas
Festival Donation
November 2015 Investment Income

$ 13,293.00
2,715.25
74.42
381.82
305.00
82.00
866.00
20.00
1,747.00
574.47

Grand Total

$ 20,058.96

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00)

STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for another generous week of
stewardship and for surpassing our budgetary needs. We
had wonderful attendance last weekend as we
REJOICED at the coming of Christ both in the future
celebration of Christmas as well as in ourselves
spiritually. Thank you to all of the C.C.W. and Knights
who prepared the meal and the activities last Saturday
night as well as all those who came to celebrate a little
bit of Christmas togetherness. Thank you too to all of
the parents who brought their children for Sunday Mass,
came to our morning meal and enjoyed hearing the
story of Christmas told through their children’s eyes. It
was a very special weekend. We are so blessed at Holy
Rosary! Thank you! One last time, Happy Advent!

WELCOME
Again this week we welcome two more households to
Holy Rosary’s “Household of Faith”. Please welcome with
me, as pastor, Colleen Campbell who hails from the
northern part of our Diocese of New Ulm. Formerly of the
Le Center area, Colleen now resides in Mankato. We are
glad to have you with us!
We also welcome this week Teresa Anderson. Teresa
resides here in North Mankato and we are also very happy
that she has joined our growing family of faith.
In keeping with the encouragement of our newly formed
Social Concerns Committee, we are asking that you turn
and greet your neighbor at the close of the weekend Masses.
We especially encourage you to greet and introduce
yourself to someone that you do not know.
New to Holy Rosary? Are you new to Holy Rosary
parish? We are glad that you are with us! All you need to do
to register is to stop or call the parish office at 507-387-6501
during office hours. Elaine, our Office Administrator, will be
happy to help you. The registration takes only a couple
minutes to fill out. For those of you that are registered and
know of someone who is looking for a parish family, be an
evangelizer and tell them how easy it was to join!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
“COME TO BETHLEHEM”
Wow!! Our students did a fantastic
job on Sunday as they performed “Come
to Bethlehem!” They were dressed so
very nice and they sang their hearts out! I
am usually on the “other side” of the
program, sitting in the audience trying to
get the best picture or video of my niece or
nephew so this was a little different for me.
I had to chuckle when I saw all the cameras and phones come
out as the curtains opened!
As Father Paul mentioned in his comments before the
start of the play, I did lose some sleep over the planning and
logistics of the program, but so many people were willing to
help out that I really had no need to worry! (Although I
probably still will next year.) We served close to 200 people
for lunch and we had a full house in the gymnasium. The
stage really came alive with the story of the birth of Jesus.
Thank you again to all the students who were on stage and all
the people who so graciously volunteered their time to help
make the day a success!

MONARCH MEADOWS SHARING TREE
Students and catechists in grades
7 – 11 collected money for the
Sharing Tree at Monarch Meadows.
We had three residents to buy gifts
for which means we needed to collect
at least $30. When I counted the
money on Wednesday night after
class, the first envelope I opened
contained two $20 dollar bills. I thought to myself,
no need to worry about not collecting enough money.
Again, I am so proud of the generosity of our students!
We collected $143.50! That was enough to buy gifts for
11 residents.

UPCOMING DATES

December 16th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
December 23rd: No Class - Merry Christmas!
December 30th: No Class - Happy New Year!
January 6th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
January 13th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
January 20th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
January 24th: First Reconciliation – Second Graders
January 27th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
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CHRISTMAS EVE
DEC. 24 LITURGICAL ROLES

Sunday, Dec. 20: Fourth Sunday of Advent

3:00 pm – Advent Penance Service (Holy Rosary)
5:00 pm – Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

Monday, Dec. 21: Advent Weekday (Saint Peter

Lectors
4:00 pm: JoAnn Borchert
10:00 pm: Debra Blaschko

Eucharistic Ministers

Canisius, Priest and Doctor of the Church)

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Shawn Reynolds†
6:00 pm – Worship Committee Christmas Decorating

4:00 pm:
10:00 pm:

Tuesday, Dec. 22: Advent Weekday
7:00 am – Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
8:15 am – Mass at St. John the Baptist
12:05 pm – Mass at St. Joseph the Worker
7:00 pm – Individual Sacrament of Confession at
Holy Rosary (*Please enter the m ain west doors or
through the handicapped entrance. Father will remain
in the confessional as long as there are penitents.)

Wednesday, Dec. 23: Advent Weekday (Saint John of
Kanty, Priest)

10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone (Fr. Paul) - Ricky Gish†
6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice (Church)
7:00 pm – Individual Sacrament of Confession at
Holy Rosary (*Please enter the m ain west doors or
through the handicapped entrance. Father will remain
in the confessional as long as there are penitents.)

Thursday, Dec. 24: Advent Weekday CHRISTMAS EVE

Altar Servers
4:00 pm:
10:00 pm:

Ushers
Brandon Bernard, Ken & Pat Thiele,
Glen Verschelde
10:00 pm: Scott & Brady Smith, Jim Barker,
Brent Friendrichs

Music Ministry
4:00 pm:
10:00 pm:

Friday, Dec. 25: The Nativity of the Lord CHRISTMAS (Holy Day of Obligation)

8:00 am:

4:00 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Mark & Pam Weingartz

Sunday, Dec. 27: The Holy Family of Jesus,
Mary and Joseph
7:30 am
8:00 am
9:30 am
10:00 am

– Rosary
– Mass - People of the Parish
– Rosary
– Mass - Shawn Reynolds†
(Nursery during the 10:00 am Mass)
11:30 am – Baptism

Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski
Kent & Marilyn Durenberger

4:00 pm:

8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Saturday, Dec. 26: Saint Stephen, The First Martyr

Ben & Lauren Cahalan, Elaine Adams
Sheamus & Elias Westermann,
Jonathan Hull, Andrew Kohrs

Presentation of Gifts
4:00 pm:
10:00 pm:

*No AM Mass
Parish Office Hours: 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
4:00 pm – Vigil Mass of Christmas - Living &
Deceased Members of the Arnie & Eileen
Wadekamper Family
9:30 pm – Carols with the Holy Rosary Choir
10:00 pm – Solemn Night Mass of Christmas
- People of the Parish

Parish Office Closed
8:00 am – Christmas Mass - Norbert Gag†
9:45 am – Carols
10:00 am – Christmas Mass - Jim & Marie
Trautman Family

Ryan Howe, Bev Linnes, Paul Stevens,
Tom & Mary Clare Wyrowski
Jackie Cesario, Julie Schoettler, Maxine Davis,
Sharon Lenz, Jim Theuninck

Christmas Quartet/Vicki Galli
Holy Rosary Choir/Elaine Wolf
/Maria Benning

CHRISTMAS DAY
DEC. 24 LITURGICAL ROLES
Lectors
Mike Brumm
Tim McGowan

Eucharistic Ministers
10:00 am:

Jane Younge, Gene Brandt, Terri Compton,
Arlyce Anderson, Mary Homan
Darlene Schorn, John Kuchinka, Dawn Matz,
Tim McGowan, Mike O’Dea

Altar Servers
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Mitchell Bigaouette, Tony & David Weber
Matthew Helget, Abi Lang, Haley Barker

Presentation of Gifts
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Nathan & Jessica Kirschner Family
Mike O’Dea Family

Ushers
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Mary & Gary Zellmer, Jake Homan,
Doug Homan (Head Usher)
Tom Kohls, Jim Barker, Bob Wegscheid,
Doug Helget (Head Usher)

Music Ministry
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Corinne Ort, Kris Maes Group/Jeanne Makela
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DEC. 26 - 27 LITURGICAL ROLES
Lectors
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:

Tom Koch
Linda Olson

10:00 am: Jennifer Spaude

Eucharistic Ministers
5:00 pm:

Patrick & Wanda Hull, Nicole Hull, Mary
Clare & Tom Wyrowski, *Paul Stevens
8:00 am: Gene Brandt, Craig Amundson, Maxine Davis,
Mike Brumm, Jane Younge, *Michelle Ellingworth
10:00 am: Kristin Cain, Rick Gruber, Dawn Matz, Sherry
Henrickson, Jackie Cesario, *Dennis Haga

Altar Servers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Jonathan Hull, Larkin Hansen,
Anna Voracek (Cross, Book, Bell)
David & Tony Weber, Jake Homan
Sheamus Westermann, Haley & Andrew Kohrs

Presentation of Gifts
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Michael Fischer Family
Gary & Mary Zellmer
Roger & Mary Mueller

Ushers
5:00 pm:

8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Steve Enderle, Tom Rheaume, Karen Winters,
Maggie Bennett (Head Usher)
Paul Harguth, Arlyce Anderson, Sharon Lenz,
Chris Sturm (Head Usher)
Brent Friedrichs, Steve Kaiser,
Glenn Verschelde, Bob Wegscheid (Head Usher)

Music Ministry
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela
Corinne Ort/Jeanne Makela
Christmas Quartet/Vicki Galli

Rosary Leaders
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:

Vince Guertin
Arlyce Anderson 10:00 am: Darlene Schorn
ROSARY LEADERS: Please pick up your new schedule in
the Rosary Chapel.

Money Counters for December 2015:
Bob Manwarren, Renee Amundson, Adrian Person,
Mike Schneider

Bulletin Folders for December 2015:
Ruth Fitterer, Rosal Molski, Bob & Renee Amundson

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
In the United States today, there are more than 33,000
senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests.
These religious worked tirelessly in Catholic schools,
hospitals, and agencies, usually for little to no pay. As a
result, many religious communities lack adequate savings
for retirement and eldercare. THIS WEEKEND’S collection
for the Retirement Fund for Religious helps provide
medications, nursing care, and more. Please be generous.
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LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS…
PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and
injured in our parish who are at home, in the
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living
residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL

Joe Galli, Susan Larson, David Makela, Cindy Johannsen,
Dan Senesac, Loretta Becker, Canton Polk, Mona Wakholz,
Ruth Gag, Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel Crowley,
Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, Juliette Shamp, Ruth Baker,
Ruth Fitterer, Jane Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, Rachel Tobin,
Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher, Krystal
Portz, Steve Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel, Shannon Murphy, Lisa
LaPoint Leland, David Bruender

FOR OUR FAMILIES
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Connie Wood
No Mass
Rodney & Lisa Kobs
Jeff Wersal
Heather & Erich Penkert
Ray & Julie Jacobs
Peggy Kreber

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Ann Winkler
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Timothy Eick
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
William Backes

Ben Barsness
Sean O’Dea
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

PRAYER CHAIN
If you, or someone you know, would like to
be included in our prayer chain, please call
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45
Tues: 1 Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56
Wed: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66
Thurs:
Fri:
Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20
Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6/Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14
Sat:
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22
Sun: Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Col 3:1221 or 3:12-17 or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/ Lk 2:41-52

K. OF C. COUNCIL #5551 NEWS
Jan 14 - Planning Meeting
Jan 28 - General Meeting
Feb 7 - Pancake Breakfast
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

During the season of Advent, Loyola students are
spending time in prayer and reaching out to those in need.
Intermediate and High School students are creating
Christmas baskets for member s of local par ishes;
Primary School students are collecting baby items to be
distributed through Birthright. Christmas baskets will be
presented at Masses on Dec 16 (Intermediate) and 21 (HS);
Baby gifts will be presented to Birthright during Advent
Prayer on December 21.
Loyola students made us proud at all of our
Christmas programs! Our thanks to music specialists
Mary Diercks, Bridget Hermer, Brian Kotila and Mary
Zuehlke and all involved in guiding our students to grow
toward their potential in music and performance.
December 22 will be our last day of classes before
Christmas break. Classes will r esume on Monday,
January 4, 2016.
During this season of gift-giving, we thank each of
you and your entire parish family for the wonderful gift
of your faithful and generous support of Loyola
Catholic School. We gratefully remember you and your
intentions at our weekly school Masses.

CALVARY CEMETERY WREATHS
Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for
Christmas Wreaths to be placed on your loved
one’s graves. For further information, please go to
www.calvarymankato.wordpress.com or call
Terry Miller at 507-955-1010.

CHRISTMAS TREES
Holy Rosary’s Knights of Columbus #5551 are
selling Christmas trees next to the rectory (525 Grant
Ave.) this Saturday and Sunday from 9:00 am to 7:00
pm, as well as Monday and Tuesday from 4:00 pm to
7:00 pm. Starting Sunday, Dec. 20th, ALL
REMAINING TREES WILL BE HALF PRICE.
Trees include Balsam Fir, Scotch Pine, Fraser Fir, and Canaan Fir.
They will also be selling wreaths, boughs, stands, and tree bags.
(Please do not park in the rectory driveway.) Your support is
much appreciated!

NEED A LAST MINUTE CHRISTMAS GIFT?
Our parish sells coffee from our San Lucas Tolliman
Mission in Guatemala in the parish office. We have
three kinds: ground, whole bean and dark roast whole
bean. The pound bags are $10 and all money goes back
to support the mission. This is a fair trade item and the
coffee bags make excellent Christmas gifts. Many of
our parishioners have volunteered at San Lucas and they
encourage everyone to help support the mission too!

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:
Pd. to Date:
$ 31,731.37
DUE:
$ 65,081.69
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$ 16,265.00
Recommended:
$ 36,988.48
Loyola Catholic School “Investment”:
Pd. to Date:
$ 91,000.00
DUE:
$ 234,000.00

Total Paid to Date 2015-16:
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16:

$ 138,996.37
$ 336,070.17

This week we contribute $5,000.00 to our stewardship
commitment to the Loyola Catholic School system,
bringing us to a total offering to date of $91,000.00. At
this point, we have surpassed our stewardship
contributions to the school from last year by $14,000.00. It
is through your generosity that we are able to keep out
stewardship commitments. Thank you for this.
Our D.M.A. appeal is well underway. The goal that
the Diocese established at $36,988.48. To date we have
taken in $16,265.00 or nearly 44% of the Diocesan goal.
Every dollar that you give this year to the D.M.A. will
result in 80 cents going to the Diocese of New Ulm and 20
cents back to the parish. Even if we exceed our goal, the
contributed monies will still be divided out 80/20, with the
80% going to the Diocese and 20% to Holy Rosary.
Thank you for your support.

DIOCESAN MINISTRIES APPEAL
Thank you for your generosity to the 2015 Diocesan
Ministries Appeal. As we go to press, we have already
received $16,625.00 even. Thank you for your support. As
a result of your generosity, we will already receive back
20% or $3,253.00. By joining others around the Diocese in
support of these ministries, we can offer Catholic Charities
counseling to our neighbors in need and we support
programs for youth as well as adults in the Church who are
doing Christ’s work. Our contributions make us one of the
merciful. If you have not made your pledge or given a gift,
please pick up an envelope at the entrance to the Church or
make use of the envelope that was mailed to you. Please
remember that any additional monies that we receive will
support our parish project of covering our Diocesan United
Fund assessment that we must pay before the close of the
fiscal year on June 30, 2016 of some $65,000.00.
If you are able, please consider becoming a member or
continuing a membership to the Bishop’s Guild for people
who are able to contribute $1,000.00 or more to the D.M.A.
This year a new feature has been added – online giving.
You can now go on the Diocesan web site www.dnu.org
and make your donation/pledge the. Please be as generous
as your heart will allow!
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FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 23, 2015
Holy Rosary’s Finance Council was called to order on
Monday, November 23rd at 7:00 pm. Nearly all of the
members were in attendance. The past minutes of
September 28, 2015 were published in the bulletin and were
approved as read.
Pastor’s Comments: Father began by thanking all
those who were involved in the success of the
re-introduction of the parish festival. The gross profit was
approaching $25,000.00. (To date, the gross has now
exceeded beyond $25,000.00 to actually $26,409.60. The
final profits have broken $20,000.00 to exactly
$20,029.52.) The festival served around 625-650 (including
children). The last record of the parish festival served 230.
Father shared that our expenses are slightly exceeding
our income at this time due to the many capital
improvements that were performed, with the largest amount
of work done in the school. Most recently the mural and
sanctuary work was performed with the monies used that
were in a designated account for this purpose. There is still
a sizable amount of money in the account that will be used
for future repairs or improvements on the church structure
in 2016, and beyond. Nearly all of the work on the facility
was basic maintenance. Holy Rosary is blessed that our
revenue is exceeding our needs on a weekly basis. The
repairs and updates are done for now and will be less next
summer. By all accounts, all of our bills are current and
we are anticipating as good a financial year in the black as
last year.
Bookkeeper Report: Jim was not able to be in
attendance due to a medical procedure, but basic finances
were reviewed. Bills are all up to date. Revenue and festival
were strong. The parish is not needing to use parish
investment monies, but allowing them to grow at this time.
The slightly heightened expenses will correct itself as the
repairs are at an end to possibly next summer. Much of the
work that was done in the school, church, rectory, will not
have to be redone. Overall parish finances are in a very
good standing. Ryan Spaude reviewed the parish
investments through Eide Bailey.
New Business:
Designated Account: A discussion was held on
additional monies in designated accounts that are more
that are needed. The council will review on a case by case
situation as to what to do with surplus monies. The
audit review has suggested that parishes limit their
designated accounts and possibly reduce them to a small
limited number.
Mural Restoration: The mural is completed, but
incomplete. The varnish did not dry properly and the
company will need to return in 2016 to make adjustments.
Also, there is a need for lighting as shadows are being cast
on the painting. There is still ample money in the account to
cover the cost of these things. The goal is to have the
sanctuary completed on or before Holy Week.
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Philosophy of Stewardship: An extensive discussion
was held as to how the parish should best proceed with the
parish monies that are in reserve and the future monies that
exceed the parish expenses. The consensus of the council
was to both “save and to spend”. The council wishes to
proceed modestly, step-by-step, addressing the basic needs
and repairs that need to be performed. Some members
commented favorably about having now sufficient revenue
to cover the basic costs and to advance the parish. There
was no sense at this time of taking on any large projects that
would involve large amounts of revenue in the near future.
However, the council agreed that a five-year-plan was in
order to prioritize what projects should be addressed as the
revenue will allow. Some of those projects that were
suggested, but not finalized, included in part: a new sound
system in church, upgrading the parish kitchen, additional
off-street parking, upgrading the church air-conditioning
system, etc. At this time the only project the council seemed
to agree on was to proceed with a new sound system as the
present system dates back to 1993, is out of date and has
failed on two occasions in the past weeks. More discussion
with the council will be held in future meetings. Ryan
Spaude was asked to investigate beginning to tie up some of
the parish monies permanently in a legal and binding
“endowment” that could be added and built up e.g.
$50,000.00 a year through parish savings and parishioner
giving, etc.
Future Business: Long-range planning and review.
There being no further business, the meeting closed
with prayer.

JUBILEE OF FAMILIES – JANUARY 3, 2016
CATHEDRAL OF THE HOLY TRINITY – NEW ULM

Here in the diocese we will celebrate the Jubilee of
Families on January 3, 2016 with a Holy Mass with
Bishop LeVoir at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in
New Ulm followed by a celebration and reception.
Within this Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis has
called for a Jubilee of Families, a time to lift up the
families of the world in a special way in order that they
can be renewed through the consolation, pardon, and
hope that this year brings. As an immediate spiritual
preparation for the jubilee there will be a nine day
novena, containing a prayer, along with suggested
family activities, readings, etc., available through the
parish, as well as posted on the diocesan Web site,
www.dnu.org for families to pray together. We
encourage all families to pray the novena together
whether you will be attending the celebration at the
Cathedral or joining the celebration spiritually from
your home parish. We ask that all families that are
planning to attend the Jubilee Mass and celebration enter
the Cathedral through the Holy Door of Mercy, the main
door at the front of the Cathedral. Let us join together as
a diocesan family to celebrate and uplift all families of
the world on January 3, 2016.
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FLOWER AND CHRISTMAS DECORATION
OFFERING ENVELOPE
Thank you to those of you that have already donated
towards our Christmas flowers and decorations. To date
we have taken in stewardship in the season of Advent a
total of $3030.00. This is wonderful. Since Christmas
and Easter are the two primary times that we collect
monies for our liturgical environment, we also use the
money to decorate in the other seasons such as Advent,
as well as the Fall decorations that we recently enjoyed.
Envelopes are still available at the main entrance of
the church. You are welcome to take your own envelope
and write “Christmas Flowers” along with your name
and the names of those living or deceased that you wish
to remember in a special way. The deadline for the
remembrances being printed in a program that will be
handed out at the Christmas Masses is Monday,
December 21st by 12:00 pm.
Thank you for your generous support in the past as
well as at this time

PENANCE SERVICES
Sometimes we forget that the season of
Advent is not just a time of anticipation for the
great feast of Christmas, but it is also a
“penitential time” as we renew our relationship
with Christ, longing for Christ’s “second
coming” at the end of time.
Holy Rosary will be celebrating their Communal
Penance Service at 3:00 pm this Sunday, December 20th.
(It was so nice to see so many of our parishioners at
St. John’s Penance Service last Sunday. You were emptying
heart of sin and making room in your spiritual vessel for
the Savior.)
In addition to our main Penance Service this Sunday
afternoon, I will also be scheduling individual confession
times on Tuesday (December 22nd) and Wednesday
evening (December 23rd) beginning at 7:00 pm in the
confessional. Please enter through the main doors of the
church or the handicapped access door. I will remain in
the confessional as long as there are penitents. (I will also
have a brochure on a table with a program for your
examination of conscience.) Maranatha! Come Lord Jesus!

DONATE CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS
Are you looking to recycle some of your
Christmas decorations this year? We would be
happy to take your donated decorations for our
Christmas Shoppe at next years November Fest
(ival). Please drop off your donation at the
parish office during office hours (Mon-Fri from
9:00 am - 5:00 pm). If you have any questions,
please contact Rachel Helget at helget18@gmail.com.

DECEMBER 19 - 20, 2015

THE FAMILY ARRIVED EARLY
FOR CHRISTMAS!
You might notice in the back of the church that our two
niches once again have occupants. St. Theresa and the Sacred
Heart of Jesus have returned and been restored. They look
very good after being in “rehab” for several weeks. Jesus’
hand is now once again fully restored! It’s a miracle!!!
Seriously, in transport the statues suffered a few minor
blemishes. They will be touched up by the artists on site in
the start of 2016. In the New Year we will also be doing
some more work on the mural in the sanctuary, most likely
during the Lenten season and also possibly working on the
lighting in the sanctuary as well. If the budget allows, we
will also be working on a new sound system that “Godwilling” might be in place by Holy Week. Welcome home
Jesus and Theresa! We missed you!
PRACTICE THE CORPORAL & SPIRITUAL
WORKS OF MERCY DURING
THIS JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY
At this Advent time of the church year as we
anticipate the joyful birth of Christ’s birth, we are also
called to grow deeper in our faith life. During this Year
of Mercy we are reminded of the corporal works of
mercy and the spiritual works of mercy.
We are called to perform the corporal works of
mercy to: Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty,
clothe the naked, shelter the homeless, visit the sick,
visit the imprisoned and bury the dead. As spiritual
works of mercy we are called to: counsel the doubtful,
instruct the ignorant, admonish sinners, comfort the
afflicted, forgive offenses, bear wrongs patiently and
pray for the living and the dead. Choose one to practice
each week in the coming year. Pare down your
possessions, share your things with the needy. Call
someone who is lonely. Write a letter of forgiveness to
someone. Introduce yourself to the next stranger you
meet. Remember to pray for the grace of mercy: do not
judge and be willing to help, especially those in need of
reconciliation and forgiveness. Remember there might
be a “Baby in the Back Seat.”

WE HELP OTHERS - WHO
Social Concerns of Holy Rosary
would like to form a committee called
“We Help Others”. This committee would
serve parishioners with home needs who
requested assistance with small projects
such as changing a light bulb when the are
no longer able to climb a ladder, adjusting
the brakes of a walker, replacing elastic in pajamas, or
writing a thank you note. Please call Darlene Schorn at
507-345-8667 if you would like to be a part of this
committee work. Let us know your availability and if you
have special skills such as sewing, electrical or plumbing (to
advise the parishioner on what is needed, i.e. a dripping
facet, so that they can call the proper repairman).

