SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

“A voice of one crying out in the desert: ‘Prepare the
way of the Lord, make straight His paths…The winding
roads will be made straight, and the rough ways smooth.”
- St. Luke
As I write this mid-week, I am grateful
that life is a bit “simpler”, for today (as an
example) I have only three appointments on
my calendar. I have been averaging the last
months about six appointments or more a
day. I am grateful when the days are a little
slower and “simpler”. When things become
a little less “hectic”, they have a tendency to
become a bit more “holy”, for, if for no
other reason, I have a bit more time for
prayer and some personal reflection….and
possibly a little guitar.
Of all of the liturgical seasons of the year, I think Advent
is my favorite, even in its brevity. Perhaps what I like best
about Advent is its “utter simplicity” from the “simple
liturgical environment” in church, to the “simple message” in
the gospels beginning with that man, who in the simplicity of
the wilderness, preaches his powerfully simple message. We
know this man best as John the Baptist.
In this weekend’s Gospel from St. Luke, there is a
strong theological attempt to link the ancient prophecy of
Isaiah of that “voice” announcing the Messiah to this
unique individual, John the Baptist. Half of this weekend’s
gospel is “not” New Testament writing, but rather Old
Testament writing, as Isaiah’s prophecy is quoted at length.
Is the writer of St. Luke trying to convince us that John is
the herald of the Messiah and that Jesus who he announces
is in fact the Messiah of the world? There is no doubt in
this regard.
But upon further meditation of this passage, I am
struck again by both the ultimate “simplicity” of the
messenger and the message. F or J ohn the Baptist’s
physical world is one of profound simplicity from the
clothing of camels’ hair, to consuming grasshoppers and
honey, to the austere conditions of wilderness living.
Likewise, the message he proclaims is equally strong, but
very simple, “REPENT”!
Even the physical illustrations of Isaiah’s spiritual
prophecies are heading in the direction from complexity to
simplicity. From crooked paths and winding roads being
made straight to valleys being filled in. (God forbid our
beautiful Minnesota River Valley would ever be filled in!)
One of the things I am most grateful for about living in
the Mankato communities is the wildlife and wilderness
that is all around us, right within the city limits. I was born
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and raised on the prairie and I have a great affection for the
simplicity of open land where you can see for miles. Yet,
the bluffs, the trees, and the streams have a strange and
spiritually calming effect on me. I seem to be often happiest
alone, feeling so strongly God’s presence, surrounded by
nature. (Maybe that is why Denver’s music has touched a
chord so deeply in my soul.) I think the reason for this is
that when you are in nature there are no appointments, no
schedules, no deadlines (like this bulletin), and the list goes
on. Out in the wilderness there is only nature, God and His
masterpiece of creation in all its beauty and “simplicity”. It
is little wonder then that this “man-of-God”, John the
Baptist, headed out into a simple life in the simple
surroundings of nature to announce that simple but
profound message of repentance.
My Mother spent four days with me on the week of
Thanksgiving. She repeatedly said that she would not want
to live in the “bergeen” (mountains) of Mankato. She would
have made a good Jew as these ancient people also felt that
the best land was not valleys and hills but flat lands that
could best be tilled for farming. Many of the Jews believed
that the wilderness was the place that evil and sin dwelt and
would regularly send a poor goat into the wilderness, who
the people touched and prayed their sins upon, and who
would die in that wilderness. (Hence the term: “scapegoat”.)
Yet, it was John the Baptist and the Christ Himself who
in simplicity of spirit and spirituality would spend time in
the desert. The Lord Himself spending forty days and nights
in the desert before beginning His public ministry, making
the wilderness holy.
As we are in this simplistic and spiritual season of
Advent, try to see this time as a kind of wilderness
experience. Take time to put on your coat and gloves and
take a simple walk (if your legs will allow) and mediate on
our Creator and His creation that came to us virtually
outdoors in the simplicity of a manger more than 2,000
years ago. Born virtually outside, Christ died outside, in the
wilderness of Calvary’s hill, dying on a cross on the
geometric simplicity of two pieces of wood.
The culture wants this time to be “complex” before
Christmas. The Church wants to keep it “simple”. May the
spiritual life of “simplicity” win this Advent! Maranatha!
Come Lord Jesus! Do not delay!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“From the heart of the Trinity, from the depths of the
mystery of God, the great river of mercy wells up and
overflows unceasingly. It is a spring that will never run dry, no
matter how many people draw from it. Every time someone is
in need, he or she can approach it, because the mercy of God
never ends.”
- Pope Francis
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Adult (118)
$ 6,806.00
Electronic Giving
2,038.25
Junior
77.45
Plate
259.95
Christmas Flowers
1,035.00
November Fest(ival) - Silent Auction
84.00
Votive Lights
120.00
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
115.00
Thanksgiving Collection - Needy Fund
410.00
Rental Income
2,050.00
CCW Church Cleaning Donation
312.00

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION STUDENTS
PARTICIPATE IN SUNDAY MASS!

Grand Total

$ 13,307.65

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00)

STEWARDSHIP
Thank you for another week of generous
stewardship as we enter more deeply into the Advent
season. Through your generosity and efforts, as well as
our additional income, we once again broke budget. I
had told the staff at the start of the week that this may
be the week that we would not make budget, but that
would be okay. (They had more faith than I did and
were confident that it would happen.) They were right
and I was wrong. It is amazing how much stewardship
continues to come in after the weekend via the mail and
in person. Thank you for your gifts.

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS
SPECIAL COLLECTION
Support elderly religious. A parishioner writes, “As a
Catholic school student from grades K–12, I was formed to
be the person I am by many religious brothers and sisters,
and I am forever grateful.” Show your appreciation for the
senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests
who made a positive difference in so many lives. Please
give generously to next week’s collection for the Retirement
Fund for Religious.

Thank you to all the 7th – 8th grade students who played a
part in the Mass on Sunday, December 6th, whether it was
serving, reading, greeting people, carrying up the gifts, or
being part of the procession.

ATTENTION ELEMENTARY PARENTS
I’m looking for some volunteers to help on the day of
the Christmas Program. I need people to help set up,
serve, and clean up after the meal. If you are able to help
in some way, please call the parish office or email me at
nevec@hickorytech.net. Thank you in advance!

“COME TO BETHLEHEM”

This year, our PS – 6th graders will
be performing “Come to Bethlehem” on
Sunday, December 13th at 12:30 pm.
Students will be practicing in their
religious education classes. We will also
have a dress rehearsal on Saturday,
December 12th at 10:00 am. Please
mark these dates on your calendar!

UPCOMING DATES

December 9th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
December 12th: Christmas Program Dress Rehearsal –
10:00 am Gymnasium
December 13th: Christmas Program – 12:30 pm Gymnasium
December 16th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
December 23rd: No Class - Christmas Break
December 30th: No Class - Christmas Break
January 6th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)

NOVEMBER FEST – FINANCIAL REPORT
Included in this week’s bulletin is the final financial
results of our 1st Annual November Fest(ival) report. It is
pretty amazing that we did so well in the numbers department
from the people that we served to the profit that we were able
to take in. I again want to say a profound “thank you” to the
Festival Committee as well as to all of our volunteers. You all
did a lot of great work on behalf of our parish. Many thanks to
all of you reading this who took the time to give up part of
your day to attend the “crowded” morning Mass and to eat
and share in the activities. We will plan to do it again next
year. The date has been set for Sunday, November 13, 2016.
Save the date. Mark your calendars now!

HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION –
DECEMBER 8TH – FEAST OF THE
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
This week beginning on Monday evening and Tuesday,
Holy Rosary will be celebrating three Masses as we honor
the Blessed Mother for the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception. The Church is requiring all Catholics to attend
a Mass on this great solemnity as it is a Holy Day of
Obligation. The Mass on Monday evening will be at 5:15
pm, and on Tuesday at 8:30 am and again at 5:15 pm. Mary,
conceived without sin, pray for us now and at the hour of
our death. Amen!
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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
DEC. 7 - 8 LITURGICAL ROLES

Sunday, Dec. 6: Happy St. Nicholas Day!

Lectors

11:30 am – Baptism

Monday, Dec. 7: Saint Ambrose, Bishop
and Doctor of the Church

4:00 pm – Social Concerns Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)
5:15 pm – Mass - Richard Friedrichs†
6:00 pm – CCW Christmas Party (Church Lower Hall)

Tuesday, Dec. 8: The Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin Mary - HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION
8:30 am – Mass - Peter Etzell†
5:15 pm – Mass - Molly Galli†

Wednesday, Dec. 9: Advent Weekday (Saint Juan
Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin)

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Margaret Wittry†
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm – Sewing Group (Lower Parish Center)
6:30 pm – Young Adult Rally - Loyola (Fr. Paul attends)
6:00 pm – Social Hour/Pizza for Rel. Ed.
7:00 pm – Grades 7 - 11 Rel. Ed. Classes

Thursday, Dec. 10: Advent Weekday
8:05 am
8:30 am
10:15 am
4:30 pm

– Rosary
– Mass - Phyllis Brunner†
– Holy Communion Service at Pathstone
– Loyola Board of Trustees Meeting

5:15 pm:
8:30 am:
5:15 pm:

Eucharistic Ministers
5:15 pm:
8:30 am:
5:15 pm:

8:30 am:
5:15 pm:
5:15 pm:
8:30 am:
5:15 pm:

Friday, Dec. 11: Advent Weekday (Saint Damasus I, Pope)

8:30 am:
5:15 pm:

Saturday, Dec. 12: Our Lady of Guadalupe - Holy

Echo Food Shelf Collection
CCW Advent Bake Sale after the Masses (Lower Hall)
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - Living & Deceased Members of the
Peter & Jelaine Schreiner Family (Nursery, Pre-K
Sunday School & CLW during the 10:00 am Mass)
11:00 am – Christmas Lunch followed by “Come to
Bethlehem” Christmas Program (Lower Hall/Gym)
4:00 pm – Penance Service (St. John’s)
6:00 pm – Penance Service (Ss. Peter & Paul)

Jason Hacker, Ken & Pat Thiele,
Tom Rheume
Paul Harguth, Doug Helget,
Carl Steffensmeier, Bill Fasnacht (Head Usher)
Blaine & Isaac Kolstad, Gerry Hiniker,
Bob Meyer (Head Usher)

Music Ministry

Land Religious Goods Sales (before & after the weekend Masses)

Religious Goods Sales (before & after the weekend Masses)

Dorothy Drummer & Karen Etzell
Bob & Barb Wegscheid
Brian Cain Family

Ushers
5:15 pm:

Sunday, Dec. 13: Third Sunday of Advent - Holy Land

Anna Voracek (Cross, Book, Bell),
Jonathan Hull, Special Assignment
Jim Theuninck
Special Assignment

Presentation of Gifts

(Fr. Paul attends)

Echo Food Shelf Collection
10:00 am – “Come to Bethlehem” Dress Rehearsal (Gym)
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Jan Schmidt†
CCW Advent Bake Sale after the Mass (Lower Hall)
6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Parish Christmas Party
hosted by the K. of C.’s and CCW (Lower Hall)

Maggie Bennitt, Ruth Fitterer,
John Daley, Eileen Wadekamper,
Karen Winters, *Rebecca Gruenes
Cathy Neve, Margaret Ayers,
JoAnn Borchert, Darlene Schorn,
Arlyce Anderson, *Gene Brandt
Brent Friedrichs, Daniel Gowanlock,
Dennis Haga, Linda Hiniker,
Mike & *Diane O’Dea

Altar Servers
5:15 pm:

7:00 pm – Pastoral Council Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)
7:30 pm – Baptism Class (Conf. Rm. 2)
8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - Ike Kennedy†

Tom Koch
Deb Blaschko
David Lamm

5:15 pm:
8:30 am:
5:15 pm:

Kathy Jo Johns & Nancy Evans/Vicki Galli
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Tom Bachmann/Jeanne Makela

BYO CONCERT AT SS. PETER AND PAUL
New “Buela Youth Orchestra”
debuts in concert with Mankato area
professional strings and choir for a
Concert of Bach’s Cantata 140,
Vivaldi, and beloved Carols. The
orchestra is comprised of the 21
minor seminarians and brothers of the IVE, along with
area youth who receive music and string instruction after
-school at no charge to the participants.
The Free Concert is Friday, December 11th
at 7:00 pm at Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Chur ch
in
Mankato.
For
more
information
visit:
sspeterandpaul.com/music
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DEC. 12 - 13 LITURGICAL ROLES
Lectors
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Eileen Wadekamper
John Holden
Jim Schorn

Eucharistic Ministers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Karen Etzell, Tom Koch, Bev Linnes,
Daniel Gowanlock, JoAnn Borchert,
*Nicole Hull
Mike Brumm, Bernie Bastian, Terri Compton,
Michelle Ellingworth, Mary Homan,
*Jim Theuninck
Darlene Schorn, Ryan Howe, Julie Schoettler,
Maxine Davis, Dennis Haga, *Jackie Cesario

Altar Servers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Connor McGraw (Cross, Book, Bell),
Larkin Hansen, Emma Niederegger
Jake Homan, Tony & David Weber
Andrew & Haley Kohrs, Elias Westermann

Presentation of Gifts
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

James & Denise Tarasovitch
Gerry & Linda Hiniker
Bob & Deb Stachon

Ushers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Paul Stevens, Tom Rheaume, Jason Hacker,
Karen Winters
Gary Zellmer, Bill Cahalan, Sharon Lenz,
Carl Steffensmeier (Head Usher)
Chuck Schoettler, John Jagerson,
Steve Enderle, Thomas Kohls (Head Usher)

Music Ministry
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS…
PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and
injured in our parish who are at home, in the
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living
residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL
Loretta Becker, Canton Polk, Mona Wakholz, Ruth
Gag, Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel Crowley,
Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, Juliette Shamp, Ruth
Baker, Ruth Fitterer, Jane Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, Rachel
Tobin, Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher,
Krystal Portz, Steve Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel, Shannon
Murphy, Lisa LaPoint Leland, David Bruender, Susan Zenk

FOR OUR FAMILIES
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Ann Winkler
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Joe Kunkel/Jeanne Makela
Corinne Ort/Janelle Campeau
Lori Christiansen/Vicki Galli

Bob Manwarren, Renee Amundson, Adrian Person,
Mike Schneider

Bulletin Folders for December 2015:
Ruth Fitterer, Rosal Molski, Bob & Renee Amundson

PARISH MEETINGS – AT A GLANCE
1) Monday, December 7th: 4:00 pm - Social Concerns (Conf.
Rm. 1). 7:00 pm - C.C.W. Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1.)
th

2) Thursday, December 10 : 7:00 pm - Pastoral Council
(Conf. Rm. 1)

Ben Barsness
Sean O’Dea
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

If you, or someone you know, would like to
be included in our prayer chain, please call
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.

Eileen Wadekamper
Sharon Lenz
Donna Wolf

Money Counters for December 2015:

Timothy Eick
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
William Backes

PRAYER CHAIN

Rosary Leaders
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Charles & Bonnie Friedrichs
Kent & Marilyn Durenberger
Steven & Becky Vosburg
Isaac & Molly Kolstad
William & Lynda Ernst
James & Melissa Powers
James & Roberta Johnson

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Is 35:1-10/Lk 5:17-26
Gn 3:9-15, 20/Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38
Is 40:25-31/Mt 11:28-30
Is 48:17-19/Mt 11:16-19
Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Lk
1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47
Zep 3:14-18a/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18

K. OF C. COUNCIL #5551 NEWS
Christmas Tree Sales Continue
Dec 10 - Planning Meeting
Dec 12 - Parish Christmas Party 6:00 pm
Dec 17 - General Meeting
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During the season of Advent, Loyola students are
spending time in prayer and reaching out to those in need.
Intermediate and High School students are creating
Christmas baskets for members of local parishes, and
Primary School students are collecting baby items to be
distributed through the local chapter of Birthright.
During our late start on Tuesday, we will continue our
work on Marzano protocols for effective teaching, the role
of “grit” in teaching and learning, and use of data to drive
instruction.
Mass for the feast of the Immaculate Conception,
December 8, will be in the Blessed Ther esa Chapel for
upper campus students at 10:15 am; and at SSPP church for
lower campus students at 12:00 pm. All are welcome.
Loyola is hosting a Barnes & Noble Book Fair on
Saturday, December 12. Come and enjoy stor y times,
music provided by our K-12 students, Loyola’s family
spirit, and gift-wrapping, while purchasing books, gift
cards, and other items that will delight the people on your
Christmas gift list!
Save the date! Loyola will host a State of the School
gathering on Monday evening, December 14. Make an
evening of it...supper at 5:00 pm, presentations and Q&A at
6:00 pm, Christmas treats at 7:00 pm, and the grades 5-12
band concert at 7:30!
Loyola concerts and programs still to come:
 Grades 5-8 choir, Dec. 17 at 7 pm, lower campus theater
 Grades K-4, Dec. 18, at 9:00 am and 1:30 pm, upper
campus gym
 Preschool, Dec. 18, at 10:30 am, upper campus gym

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of Gregg Snaza†
-May he rest in peace.

SHEPHERD FIELD GROUP
A
Christian
Group
from
Bethlehem in the Holy Land is
visiting our church on Saturday &
Sunday, December 12th & 13th. They
come to us to sell the olive wood
carvings and crafts that are hand
made by the Christians in the Holy
Land. This is their main source of income.
We need to support these people by buying their
beautiful olive wood carvings and crafts so we can help
Christian families stay in the Holy Land.
Pray for the Christians in the Holy Land and support
them so we all can do our part to keep our Christian bells
ringing in the Holy Land.

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:
Pd. to Date:
$ 31,731.37
DUE:
$ 65,081.69
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$ 9,505.00
Recommended:
$ 36,988.48
Loyola Catholic School “Investment”:
Pd. to Date:
$ 81,000.00
DUE:
$ 234,000.00

Total Paid to Date 2015-16:
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16:

$ 122,236.37
$ 336,070.17

Again this week we contributed $10,000.00 to our
stewardship commitment to the Loyola Catholic School
system, bringing us to a total offering to date of
$81,000.00. At this point, we have surpassed our
stewardship contributions to the school from last year
by $7,500.00. It is through your generosity that we are
able to keep our stewardship commitments. Thank you
for this.
Last weekend we began the process of introducing
at the weekend liturgies the Diocesan Ministries Appeal.
THANK YOU TO THE NUMEROUS PEOPLE THAT
HAVE ALREADY RESPONDED TO THE APPEAL.
It is pretty impressive that after only introducing the
appeal fully last weekend at the Masses, we have
already taken in pledges and gifts a total of $9,505.00.
This is nearly 1/4th of our total goal that the Diocese
established at $36,988.48. (*You may have noticed in
previous bulletins that we were reporting that our goal
had been set at $29,590.78. This was our goal until the
Diocese decided to raise it to bring in a total of a million
dollars. Thus our goal went up by this sizable amount.)
Please remember that the Diocese is no longer requiring
that, if the goal is not reached, the monies have to come
out of the parish reserves. Every dollar that you give this
year to the D.M.A. will result in 80 cents going to the
Diocese of New Ulm and 20 cents back to the parish.
Last year, when the parish reached their goal, 100% of
the money came back to Holy Rosary. The parish
received several thousand dollars back which was very
helpful. This is no longer the case. Now, every dollar
that goes over our goal will still be divided out 80/20,
with the 80% going to the Diocese and 20% to Holy
Rosary. Thank you for your support.

BAPTISMAL BLESSINGS
Our prayers and best wishes go out to Dan
Bicknase and Michelle Achman on the
occasion of Baptism of their son, Lincoln
James. May Lincoln’s Baptism be the
beginning of a life-long relationship with
Christ and His Holy Bride, Holy Mother Church.
Congratulations on your special day!
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PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 21, 2015
Holy Rosary’s Pastoral Council met on Monday,
September 21st, with nearly all members in attendance. The
previous minutes of the May 18th meeting were reviewed
and approved.
Committee Reports:
C.C.W.: The fir st C.C.W. meeting included a Mass
and potluck with a strong attendance that evening. The fall
rummage sale was held, but profits, items and attendance
was down. Consideration is being given to cancel this
fundraiser as there are so many thrift stores in town. Eleven
women from Holy Rosary went to the Fall Gathering. Holy
Rosary had the largest representation of any parish of our
local region. Preparations are under way for C.C.W.
Sunday that will be a bit more expanded this year. October
15th will be the annual Fall Salad Luncheon.
Religious Education: Cathy began wor k on J uly 1st.
She volunteered her time in a good part of June to clean and
organize the offices and classroom spaces. New tablet
chairs have been ordered for the students use in religious
education. The students will carry in banners for
Catechetical Sunday. A catechist in-service was held with
nearly 100% attendance. Half of the catechists are new this
year. Enrollment is up from last year by a good number of
students. Youth activities are being planned including
“Reboot! Live!” that will be held at Fitzgerald Middle
School. All junior/senior high students are encouraged to
attend. A Living Rosary is being planned for October with
the Knights of Columbus. A Christmas program is being reintroduced in December with the grade school children.
Education Committee: Education was r eactivated
this summer with a new board being formed. The decision
was made to go to religious education every other week for
the grade school and high school students. Parents were
surveyed and 95% approved of the change. Students will
come every other week for an hour and a half, rather than
an hour every week. Classes will start earlier in the fall and
end later in the spring. Curriculum is being reviewed. New
textbooks are being considered for next year. More work is
being done to engage the youth including youth liturgies,
etc.
Worship Committee: Over the summer a gr eat deal
of cleaning and organizing took place in the various storage
areas that had not taken place in many years. Now the
committee once again knows what we have and what we
may need in the future. Communal Anointing services are
being planned at the parish as well as at Pathstone and at
Monarch Meadows. Adoration is being planned monthly on
First Fridays. Food Shelf collections are being revived. A
need for a defibrillator, statue of St. Francis, vestments and
other needs for the Church were discussed. Plans are
underway to restore the mural in the Church later this fall.
A special liturgy is being planned for the Fall Festival’s
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return. Usher training and the recruitment of new ushers is
underway. A special Mass on the weekend of All Saints for
all those who have died will take place with family
members being invited to come forward to process with a
candle in honor of their loved one.
Finance Council: Par ish finances wer e str ong
throughout the summer. The parish is able to surpass its
weekly budget frequently. Jim is excited about the new
computer program of “QuickBooksTM” that has put a great
deal of organization into the parish accounting practices.
Jim reported that the parish profits continue to rise.
Revenue is up 21% so far in the first three months of the
new fiscal year that began on July 1st. The budget is also
3% higher from last year. There has been a great deal of
capital improvements that have taken place due to deferred
maintenance of the past. The parish has enough money on
hand for the restoration of the mural in the sanctuary that
will be taken from monies from a designated account.
Knights of Columbus: The Knights held a Religious
Education Raffle. A date for the parish Christmas party is
being set. The Knights are supporting “Reboot! Live!” for
the youth. They are hosting a Pancake Breakfast for
Children’s Charity. They are working on a Backpack
program. The Knights will be doing highway clean-up.
They will again be selling Christmas trees this Advent.
Social Concerns: Social Concer ns has been
re-established. Their fist meeting will be held on October
5th at 4:00 pm.
Old Business: Youth ministr y was discussed. Father
shared an update and the hope that more can be done in the
near future for our youth to get them more involved in the
life of the Church and the sacraments.
Father gave an update on the Catholic School subsidy
and the direction that the Catholic Schools is going in this
regard. An update was given on renting our former Catholic
School Building. The school was cleaned up and repaired
for the new incoming renters. Rent is increasing from
around $17,000.00 last year to more than $50,000.00 this
year. The school improvements will be covered by the
incoming rent and will assist in the utility payments. A
summary of the report of the Pastoral Council was tabled
until the next council meeting.
New Business: The par ish bookkeeper r eviewed the
parish finances and some the changes that have been made
over the past months. Jim also answered any questions that
people had at that time. The Fall Festival was discussed.
Father has formed a festival committee of about 12 people.
The purpose of the festival is not only to raise revenue, but
to raise awareness of a community spirit. Father asked for
the input of the council for suggestions of what has worked
and what has not worked in the past. Father also asked for
ideas or issues the newly formed Social Concerns
Committee could address.
The next meeting will be held on November 12th. There
being no further business, the meeting closed with prayer.
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ADVENT MATERIALS
The Advent issue of “Five
Minutes with the Word” is now
available in the Church entrances
for you to take home and use as
you prepare yourself for the
coming of the Christ Child.

FLOWER AND CHRISTMAS DECORATION
OFFERING ENVELOPE
Attached to last week’s bulletin was an envelope to
defray some of the expenses that are incurred liturgically
when we decorate at Christmas as well as throughout the
liturgical seasons. Since Christmas and Easter are the
two primary times that we collect monies for our
liturgical environment, we also use the money to
decorate in the other seasons such as Advent, as well as
the Fall decorations
Thank you for your generous support in the past as
well as in the near future.

PENANCE SERVICES
Sometimes we forget that the season of
Advent is not just a time of anticipation for
the great feast of Christmas, but it is also a
penitential time as we renew our relationship
with Christ as we long for Christ’s “second
coming” at the end of time.
Holy Rosary will be celebrating their Communal
Penance Service at 3:00 pm on Sunday, December 20th.
There are also two other penance services that I am aware of
that are being scheduled at St. John’s and Ss. Peter and
Paul’s on December 13th at 4:00 pm (St. John’s) and 6:00
pm (Ss. Peter and Paul’s). As pastor, I will be present at all
of these services as well to assist with the sacrament.

UNDER RESTORATION
A small number of you have been wondering what
happened to the statues of the Sacred Heart and of St.
Theresa that were in the niches in the back of the
church. Not to fear, they are presently under restoration
as the hand of Christ was badly damaged. Both of the
statues needed some touch up and minor repairs. We
anticipate that both will be “back home” in time for the
Christmas Masses.

WELCOME
We welcome again this week another new household to
our growing parish family of Holy Rosary. Please welcome
with me Stephanie St. John to Holy Rosary. When you see
someone at Mass that you do not know, make sure that
introduce yourself to them and welcome them to our large
parish family!
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CHRISTMAS WISH LIST:
“ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS IS…”
Recently, at our last Worship Committee
Meeting (as well at the close of our Finance
Council meeting), we discussed the needs of
our parish, particularly in the church. Although
we have a good number of repairs and
improvements competed in the recent months,
the Worship Committee expressed some things
that would be good to do in stages in the months and years
ahead. They also suggested that as we are entering into the
season of giving, there might be some individuals in the
parish that might be willing to support a short “wish list” of
some things we need or could use for our worship in the
present time or near future.
Vestments: The par ish r ecently pur chased a new set
of vestments that are lightweight for Father and Deacon
Russ. The parish has already received more than $1,300.00
in donations towards the set of eight new vestments. If there
is someone who would like to donate towards this project,
you might make an offering and place it in the collection
marked “vestments”. You are also welcome to call the
parish office and speak to Jim Theuninck to see what
remains on the cost of these liturgical garments.
2.) Statue: The Wor ship Committee is planning in
the months ahead to purchase a statue of St. Francis of
Assisi, who will be about 5 feet tall, made of resin and is
surrounded by animals including a deer, fish, birds, etc. The
parish already has some monies set aside for this project,
but if anyone would like to donate towards this statue that
will be on display in the sanctuary (on the right hand side
near the cry room) during Ordinary Time and the month of
October (the month of the Feast of St. Francis) please note it
on an envelope through the collection/mail or contact the
parish office and speak to Jim.
3.) Sound System: Recently, on a Satur day night our
sound system failed. This past Monday morning the system
failed again. The staff has informed me on several occasions
that the system (that was installed in 1993) is 22 years old,
is outdated and failing. The new sound systems are now
computerized, compact and would of course be again much
more reliable.
Presently, we are doing some basic repairs and are
having someone locally review the system. Repairing the
system and spending thousands would be comparable to
fixing or repairing a used television set. The Finance
Council is committed to installing a new system in 2016.
Being able to hear and having a reliable system is very
important for our parish and our liturgies. Again, if you
would like to make a donation towards this project (we do
not know what the total cost would be at this time), we
would welcome your donations at Christmas time and in the
months ahead.
With the encouragement of the Worship Committee and
the Finance Council, we are preparing a long-range list of
projects/repairs/updates that we will be tackling one at-atime, as the resources and the support of the faithful will
allow in the months and years ahead.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ADVENT PRAYER SERVICE
WITH BISHOP LEVOIR
All families, especially those with children,
are invited to attend an Advent Prayer Service
with Bishop John M. LeVoir on Sunday,
December 6th. The service is at 2:00 pm in
Minneota at the Church of St. Edward. This service is
designed to help us focus on Advent and prepare for the
true meaning of Christmas, centered on the birth of Jesus.
Families are encouraged to bring the Baby Jesus figure
from their home nativity set. The figure will be blessed by
Bishop LeVoir individually as families come forward in
procession. There will be a blessing on families and
expectant mothers as they prepare for Jesus’ birth in their
hearts. A “swaddling clothes” collection (blankets,
sleepers, layette items, etc.) will be taken for babies in need
and given to Friends of San Lucas, area Birthright Centers,
or First Choice Pregnancy Services. Cash donations will be
taken to First Choice Pregnancy Services in New Ulm. For
more information, contact the diocesan evangelization and
catechesis offices at 507-233-5325.

BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Do you know of someone who would be
interested in becoming a full member of the
Catholic Church and a full member of Holy
Rosary parish? Evangelization begins not with
a bulletin, but rather being a Good News
person and talking to someone that you know
in your house or your neighborhood who is seeking a deeper
relationship with the Lord.
Last year, we received some six members into full
communion in the Catholic Church. Please contact the parish
office if you know of someone or perhaps that “someone” can
call the parish office as well to learn more about what it
requires to become a member of the Catholic faith. Please call
387-6501. Classes will begin in January of 2016!

“GUADETTE” WITH SONAR
A JUBILEE OF MERCY CELEBRATION
FOR YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS
(6TH GRADE & OLDER)

You are invited to “Gaudete” A Jubilee of Mercy
Celebration taking place Wednesday, December 9th
from 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm at Loyola Catholic School’s
Chapel. Praise and Worship music is being presented
by SONAR (www.sonarband.com). Key Note Speakers
will include Sr. Paul Mary Rittgers (Director of Faith
Formation for the Diocese of Winona) and Fr. Andrew
Vogel. Many area Priests will also be present offering
a special focus and opportunity to receive the Grace
of the Sacrament of Reconciliation. This event is free to
the public.
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CHRISTMAS TREES
Holy Rosary’s Knights of Columbus #5551 are
now selling Christmas trees next to the rectory (525
Grant Ave., North Mankato, MN) on Saturdays and
Sundays from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm and Mondays Fridays from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm until December
22nd. Trees include Balsam Fir, Scotch Pine, Fraser
Fir, and Canaan Fir. They will also be selling wreaths, boughs,
stands, and tree bags. (Please do not park in the rectory
driveway.) Your support is much appreciated!

CALVARY CEMETERY WREATHS
Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for Christmas
Wreaths to be placed on your loved one’s graves. For further
information, please go to www.calvarymankato.wordpress.com
or call Terry Miller at 507-955-1010.

DIOCESAN MINISTRIES APPEAL
Thank you for your generosity to the 2015 Diocesan
Ministries Appeal. As we go to press early this week, we
have already received $9,505.00 even Thank you for your
support. As a result of your generosity, we will already
receive back 20% or $1,901.00. Last weekend we reviewed
the video and saw first-hand the impact our contributions
have right here in the Diocese of New Ulm. By joining
others around the Diocese in support of these ministries, we
can offer Catholic Charities counseling to our neighbors in
need and we support programs for youth as well as adults in
the Church who are doing Christ’s work. Our contributions
make us one of the merciful. If you have not made your
pledge or given a gift, please pick up an envelope at the
entrance to the Church or make use of the envelope that was
mailed to you. Please remember that any additional monies
that we receive will support our parish project of covering
our Diocesan United Fund assessment that we must pay
before the close of the fiscal year on June 30, 2016 of some
$65,000.00.
If you are able, please consider becoming a member or
continuing a membership to the Bishop’s Guild for people
who are able to contribute $1,000.00 or more to the D.M.A.
Commitment Weekend.
This year a new feature has been added – online giving.
You can now go on the Diocesan web site www.dnu.org
and make your donation/pledge the. Next weekend we will
see a brief video about the appeal and hear Bishop LeVoir
and others speak about the good work that is taking place in
our Diocese of New Ulm. Please be as generous as your
heart will allow!

CELEBRATING THE SEASONS
River Valley Catholic Community presents 2nd
Annual “Celebrating the Seasons” Advent/Christmas
program at 2:00 pm, Sunday, December 13th at St. John
the Baptism Catholic Church (632 S Broad St.,
Mankato, MN).

November “Fest” 2015 – Income
Country Store

$1,286.65

Bistro/Bakery

$951.00

Raffle Ticket Sales

$6,342.00

Donated Raffle Cash

$2,655.00

Dinner Ticket Sales

$6,466.00

Kids Games

$580.00

Hat Raffle (Fr. Paul van de Crommert)

$199.00

Hat Raffle (Dan Wingert)

$282.00

Second Collection for Band

$722.00

Pull Tabs

$123.00

Silent Auction

$2,324.00

Miscellaneous Cash Income

$104.00

Catholic United Financial Grant

$500.00

Special Donation Anonymous

$2,000.00

Bingo Income

$127.95

GROSS TOTAL INCOME

$24,662.60

November “Fest” 2015 – Expenses
Gambling License

$100.00

Cedar Creek Gospel Band

$600.00

Wayne May – Pork

$1,623.93

Loose Moose (Mike Maes) – Food

$1,307.02

Linda Olson – Kids Prizes

$51.00

Cub Foods – Lemonade Mix

$43.13

Raffle Prizes

$2,655.00

GROSS TOTAL EXPENSES

$6,380.08

GROSS TOTAL INCOME

$24,662.60

GROSS TOTAL EXPENSE

$6,380.08

NET 2015 PROFIT

$18,282.52

