OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

“Sing and make music to the Lord in your hearts,
Always thanking God the Father for all things in the
name of the Lord Jesus Christ.”
- Entrance Antiphon – Thanksgiving Day
Happy Feast of Christ the
King!
Equally,
Happy
Thanksgiving! We come now
to the close of the liturgical
year of 2014-2015. We are
also coming to the close of
the month of November and
the close of the calendar year.
Where has the time gone?
We live in a country that prides itself on separating
“Church and State”. Yet, without getting into a civics class,
I would argue that the concept of separating “Church and
State” is about as real as the “American Dream”. I can
recall arguing that there “is” such a thing as the “American
Dream” in my classes at St. John’s, while majoring in
history, being the first generation of immigrant parents.
Both my fellow students and professor were quick to
correct me that this phrase is more the work of politicians
than actual people.
Likewise, to say that both our “Church and State” are
separated is equally mythical. As we listen to the
candidates, how many refer to God in their speeches? Every
wedding I have performed is the direct result of the
combination of the “Church and State” as a civil license at
the court house validly allows a person of religion to stand
as a witness for both the “Church and the State”. Many of
our most patriotic hymns acknowledge God, and ask for
His presence in our nation. Even our “State” coinage is
clear that “God” plays a role, as our coins read: “IN GOD
WE TRUST.” No, Virginia, the separation of “Church and
State” is more myth than reality!
In this weekend’s Gospel for the Feast of Christ the
King, we hear the discussion between the “Divine” Savior
and this “devious” political leader, Pontius Pilate. In St.
John’s gospel, we hear the strong debate about “Kingdoms”
and “Kingship”. We do not read the gospel as a “historical”
passage of state history of ancient Israel or Rome; rather
we read and hear the Gospel proclaimed in light of the
Good News that Christ is that triumphant “King” of
both “civil society” and the “spiritual life”. The gospel
reminds us again that the “State” pales in comparison to
the “Spiritual”, the “Savior”, and Christ’s “Spouse”,
the Church.
This week makes no exception to the belief in the

NOVEMBER 21 - 22 , 2015

“unity” and not the “separation” of the “Church and State”!
For this week we celebrate a “State” holiday called
Thanksgiving! Yet, in every “Church”, in fact in solidarity
with other churches, we celebrate ecumenical services as
well as services and Masses in our own respective churches.
Those first pilgrims on the east coast came to the “New
World” both for “Church and State” reasons. They wanted
the freedom as citizens and at the same time the freedom to
worship in their own way. Thanksgiving is a wonderful
celebration that acknowledges both the “Church and the
State” in our lives.
This Thanksgiving, I feel ever more grateful for the
privilege of this pastorate at Holy Rosary and the many
wonderful people I have had the opportunity to work with
and to serve. Having just come off a wonderful
re-establishment of our annual Fall Festival through
November Fest, I am more and more convinced of the
goodness of the hearts of so many of you. There is no day
that passes that I do not express to God my gratitude in
prayer for my priesthood in this particular community.
May you have a wonderful day with your family and
friends. My Mother will be coming to spend a few days
with me over the holiday. We will be gathering with a small
group of friends on the day. My Mother has asked for a
“quiet” Thanksgiving and a chance to do a little shopping. I
have assured her that I will make that a reality for her.
Blessings on the day. Safe travels to those of you that will
be hitting the road. Consider coming to one of the two
Thanksgiving Masses or the Ecumenical Service at
Belgrade Avenue United Methodist. Happy Thanksgiving!

Rev. Paul van de Crommert
Pastor

BAPTISMAL BLESSINGS
Our prayers and best wishes go out to
Benjamin Reichel and Shelby Reinke on the
occasion of Baptism of their two children
Daisley and Easton. May the Sacrament of
Baptism not be a passing moment of their
lives, but rather a lived reality each day through a life of
prayer and every week as they celebrate the Holy
Eucharist. Blessings to you on this joyful spiritual
occasion! Welcome to the family of God!

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK
“Priests are like airplanes: they only make the news
when they crash, but there are many that fly beautifully on
the wings of faith. This is a very nice phrase, but it is also
very true, as it expresses the importance and the delicacy of
priestly service, and how much harm just one priest can
inflict, but equally how much good one priest can do for the
Mystical Body of Christ.”
- Unknown
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STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE
Adult (123)
$ 10,078.00
Electronic Giving
1,377.25
Junior
65.74
Plate
501.39
World Mission Sunday
75.00
Christmas Flowers
5.00
November Fest(ival) - Meal Tickets
57.00
November Fest(ival) - Raffle Tickets
2,593.00
November Fest(ival) - Raffle Ticket Donation
50.00
November Fest(ival) - Nov. 15th Revenue
8,102.85
November Fest(ival) - Culver’s Donation
125.00
Rental Income
2,015.00
CCW Church Cleaning Donation
312.00
Misc. Income
36.96
Grand Total

$ 25,394.19

*(Our weekly budget is set at $12,900.00)

STEWARDSHIP
Didn’t we have a fantastic inauguration of our
“November Fest” celebration? Not only are our
numbers impressive, but also the number of volunteers
who gave so generously of their time, talent and
treasure! No doubt, the numbers that you see in our
stewardship column verify the previous statements. We
have a great parish! You are great parishioners! Thank
you for your gifts!

SOCIAL CONCERNS LITURGICAL CHANGE
“I was a stranger and you did not welcome me.”
-St. Matthew’s Gospel
As we enter into a “New” liturgical year next week with
the celebration of the First Sunday of Advent, it is a time
that we will be introducing a couple of new liturgical
changes. One of those changes, at the suggestion of the
Social Concerns Committee, is that following the closing
hymn, and the final applause, we will ask that the pianist or
organist to stop playing for just a moment in order for the
song leader to announce that everyone in church is invited
to turn and greet the person near them that they do not
know. Many times when we leave church we 1.) Leave in a
hurry, 2.) Say hello only to our familiar friends or family,
3.) Don’t speak to anyone else, 4.) Rarely introduce
ourselves to the stranger in our midst.
One of the two factors that causes a family or household
to join or remain in a parish according to recent pew
research is A.) the quality of the sermon, and B.) The
friendliness of the parish. The first point is largely the job of
the priest. The second point is largely the job of the
parishioners. May we show the wonderful spirit we have
here at Holy Rosary and extend to all whom we know and
still do not know!
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WELCOME
We welcome this week FOUR more
households to Holy Rosary’s growing parish
family. Please welcome with me as pastor:
1) Philip and Janet Larson of North Mankato.
They are a young family with three children that
includes Mark who is in First grade, as well as
Thomas and Helen who are in preschool. Welcome!
2) Benjamin Reichel and Shelby Reinke. This young
couple has two children, Easton and Paisley, who are
in preschool and a six-month old infant.
3) Daniel Telshaw, who will be moving closer to Holy
Rosary from the Mankato area. (Dan is a brother to
our cantor/song leader Julie Gruber.) We welcome
Dan to our parish family.
4) Elizabeth Barbo and her daughter, Addie, from
Mankato. Although last, she is certainly not least, as
we welcome Elizabeth and Addie, and all of our new
members!!!
If you would like to register as a member of Holy
Rosary, please call the parish office 387-6501 or stop by the
parish office during office hours. Welcome!

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
SECOND GRADE PARENTS
Thank you to the parents of the second graders who were
able to attend the parent meeting on November 16th. Father
gave some background on the importance of the sacraments.
I went over a handout that included important dates,
interview questions, and expectations. Parents also had a
chance to ask questions and mingle.

“COME TO BETHLEHEM”

This year, our PS – 6th graders will
be performing “Come to Bethlehem” on
Sunday, December 13th at 12:30 pm.
Students will be practicing in their
religious education classes. We will also
have a dress rehearsal on Saturday,
December 12th at 10:00 am. Please
mark these dates on your calendar!

UPCOMING DATES

November 25th: No Class - Thanksgiving Eve
December 2nd: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
December 9th: Grades 7 – 11 meet from 7:00 pm to 8:30
pm. Social Hour/Pizza available from 6:00 pm to 6:50 pm.
(A $3 donation is suggested for pizza.)
December 16th: Grades 1 – 6 meet from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
December 23rd: No Class - Christmas Break
December 30th: No Class - Christmas Break
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THE WEEK AHEAD
Monday, Nov. 23: Weekday (Saint Clement I, Pope and
Martyr; Saint Columban, Abbot; Blessed Miguel Agustín
Pro, Priest and Martyr)

8:05 am – Rosary
8:30 am – Mass - John Klaseus†
*(Volunteers needed to change out Missalettes after Mass)
6:00 pm – Holy Rosary Choir Practice
7:00 pm – November Fest Committee Follow-Up
Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)
8:00 pm – Finance Council Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1)

Tuesday, Nov. 24: Saint Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest,
and Companions, Martyrs
7:00 am
8:15 am
12:05 pm
6:30 pm

– Mass at Ss. Peter & Paul
– Mass at St. John the Baptist
– Mass at St. Joseph the Worker
– Usher/Greeter Training (Conf. Rm. 1)
*(For those who did not attend the 1st session!)

Wednesday, Nov. 25: Weekday (Saint Catherine of
Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr)

10:15 am – Mass at Pathstone - Carol Hannick†
NO Rel. Ed. Classes
5:15 pm – Thanksgiving Eve Mass - Ralph Bunde†
7:00 pm – Thanksgiving Ecumenical Service at
Belgrade United Methodist (Fr. Paul preaching)

Thursday, Nov. 26: Weekday
(THANKSGIVING DAY)
Parish Office Closed
8:30 am – Thanksgiving Day Mass
- Patricia Sheldon†

Friday, Nov. 27: Weekday
Parish Office Closed
10:00 am - 7:00 pm – K. of C.’s Christmas Tree Sale
10:15 am – Mass at Monarch Meadows (Fr. Paul)
- Laudencio Vino†
7:30 pm – K. of C.’s General Meeting & Card Party

Saturday, Nov. 28: Weekday
9:00 am - 7:00 pm – K. of C.’s Christmas Tree Sale
4:30 pm – Sacrament of Reconciliation
4:30 pm – Rosary
5:00 pm – Mass - Jan Schmidt†

Sunday, Nov. 29: First Sunday of Advent
7:30 am – Rosary
8:00 am – Mass - Thomas Lenort†
9:00 am - 7:00 pm – K. of C.’s Christmas Tree Sale
9:30 am – Rosary
10:00 am – Mass - People of the Parish
(Nursery during the 10:00 am Mass)
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TIME TO CHANGE THE MISSALETTES
Volunteers are needed to change the
Missalettes in Church on Monday,
November 23rd after the 8:30 am Mass. You
help would be greatly appreciated! Please
call Cathy Neve at 507-345-6765 if you are
available to help. Thank you!

THANKSGIVING LITURGICAL ROLES
Lectors
5:15 pm:
8:30 am:

JoAnn Borchert
Cathy Neve

Eucharistic Ministers
5:15 pm:
8:30 am:

Sherry Henrickson & Karen Etzell
Rick Gruber & Jim Theuninck

Altar Servers
5:15 pm:
8:30 am:

Special Assignment
Special Assignment

Presentation of Gifts
5:15 pm:
8:30 am:

Dan Wingert Family
John & Donna Wolf

Ushers
5:15 pm:
8:30 am:

Bradon Bernard, Blaine Kolstad, Karen
Winters, Bob Meyer (Head Usher)
Ken & Pat Thiele, Gary & Mary Zellmer

Music Ministry
5:15 pm:
8:30 am:

Myra Schroepfer/Jeanne Makela
Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela

THANKSGIVING MASSES & SERVICE
The great feast of Thanksgiving is
this week. Like last year, I will be
offering two Masses for Thanksgiving
for your convenience on the night
before and the day of Thanksgiving.
Last year we had a wonderful
attendance the night before and will hold that Mass once again
at 5:15 pm. The morning Mass will be at 8:30 am.
There will also be an Ecumenical Service for
Thanksgiving at Belgrade United Methodist Church at 7:00
pm on the vigil of Thanksgiving as well. (Last year we had
unfavorable weather and it was cancelled.) I will be preaching
the ecumenical service and Deacon Russ will be preaching the
two Masses at Holy Rosary. Please plan to attend one of these
three services as we give thanks to God for the many
wonderful blessings in our lives over this past year!!!
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NOVEMBER FEST COMMITTEE FOLLOW-UP
MEETING & FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING
The November Fest Committee will be having a
follow-up meeting this Monday, November 23rd, at 7:00 pm
in Conference Room 1, at the school, to review how the day
went and to make constructive suggestions for next year’s
event. We hope to see many of you there! (*Please note that
the Finance Council meeting that was scheduled for 7:00
pm will move to 8:00 pm in Conference Room 1)!

NOVEMBER FEST “FOLLOW-UP”!
Our 2016 November Fest is some 51 weeks away! How
wonderful that, as we look in the rearview mirror on the roadof-life, the festival of 2015, now history, went so smoothly and
so successfully! It is difficult to know where to begin to thank
all of the volunteers who made the event so successful.
Let me begin by thanking in a special way my Co-chair,
Rachel Helget, who took on the position with the same zeal of
a major Wall Street firm! THANK YOU for your many hours.
The staff also deserves much credit for all that they did in
addition to their regular duties. A special note of gratitude goes
out to Jim Theuninck who receives the “honorary title” of
chairman. He took on so many areas and is so knowledgeable
about festivals as he had been the last chairman of the festival
more than a decade ago. Our parish administrator, Elaine,
saved us much money through her “graphic expertise” and was
able to do all of the printing from our posters to our tickets all
“in-house”.
We were blessed with a fantastic Festival Committee that
included: Mary Clare Wyrowski, Linda Olson, Mary Grams,
Maxine Davis, Michael Maes, Bill Fasnacht, Lorraine Klaseus,
Jack McGowan, Sherry Henrickson, Bev Linnes, and Arlyce
Anderson. All of these individuals took great responsibility
and personal ownership of their areas that resulted in the
stewardship success we experienced.
So, in terms of numbers, we hope by next weekend that
we will have the final figures out for you. At this point we can
tell you that we served somewhere between 625-650 meals,
which is almost triple from the last time the parish had held a
festival more than a decade ago. Our “gross” intake (before
expenses) is heading to $25,000.00 and perhaps beyond.
Thank you equally to all of our volunteers, both young and
old, who helped with the meal and the many activities in the
gymnasium, to those who donated for the raffle and the
various areas, as well as to all of you that simply came to enjoy
the day.
The best part of the day for me, as pastor, was just before
Mass was about to begin at 10:00 am. The church looked
“very” full. But the sweetest words I heard were from a couple
of young people who came downstairs from the choir loft and
said to a fellow young person, to forget going up to the choir
loft, “it’s packed”! What a great day to show the community
Holy Rosary’s great spirit! Thank you so much!
-Father Paul van de Crommert

PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING
RESCHEDULED
Pastoral Council’s meeting for November 12th has
been rescheduled for Thursday, December 10th, at
7:00 P.M. This is the last possible date open on the
parish calendar before the close of the year. We hope to
see all of our members there.

PARISH MEETINGS – AT A GLANCE
1) Monday, November 23rd: 7:00 pm - Fall Festival
Committee (Conf. Rm. 1). 8:00 pm - Finance Council
Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1).
2) Monday, November 30th: 7:00 pm - Education Committee
(Conf. Rm. 1)
3) Monday, December 7th: 4:00 pm - Social Concerns (Conf.
Rm. 1). 7:00 pm - C.C.W. Meeting (Conf. Rm. 1.)
4) Thursday, December 10th: 7:00 pm - Pastoral Council
(Conf. Rm. 1)

CCW DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTY
The annual CCW Christmas Party will
be held Monday, December 7th, at 6:00 pm
with a potluck supper. The program for the
evening will be a craft night, with
attendees putting together a simple
evergreen table centerpiece. Supplies will
be provided; bring along a scissors or
pruners. If you would like to be a part of a
gift exchange, bring a wrapped $5 - $10
gift item. A collection for a needy cause
will also be offered. All ladies of the parish are invited
to attend. Bring along your daughters. There will be no
formal meeting that evening.

K. OF C. COUNCIL #5551 NEWS
Nov 27 (Friday) - General Meeting & Card Party
Nov 27 - Christmas Tree Sales Begins
Dec 10 - Planning Meeting
Dec 12 - Parish Christmas Party 6:00 pm
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CAMPAIGN FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
WORKING ON THE MARGINS
The collection for the Catholic Campaign for Human
Development (CCHD) provides funding for groups that
make lasting change and uplift the poor in the United States.
CCHD’s grants improve education, support economic
development, and create affordable housing in low-income
neighborhoods. Help us continue to defend human dignity
and build communities of solidarity. Please give to the
CCHD Collection.

SINCERE
SYMPATHY
To the family of Margaret Wittry†
-May she rest in peace.

CALVARY CEMETERY WREATHS
Calvary Cemetery is now taking orders for
Christmas Wreaths to be placed on your loved
one’s graves. For further information, please go to
www.calvarymankato.wordpress.com or call
Terry Miller at 507-955-1010.

CHRISTMAS TREES
Holy
Rosary’s
Knights
of
Columbus #5551 will begin selling
Christmas trees on Friday, November
27th from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm next to
the rectory (525 Grant Ave., North
Mankato, MN). They will continue to
sell trees on Saturdays and Sundays
from 9:00 am to 7:00 pm and Mondays Fridays from 4:00 pm to 7:00 pm until
December 23rd. Trees include Balsam
Fir, Scotch Pine, Fraser Fir, and Canaan Fir. They will also
be selling wreaths, boughs, stands, and tree bags. (Please
do not park in the rectory driveway.) Your support is
much appreciated!

“GUADETTE” WITH SONAR
A JUBILEE OF MERCY CELEBRATION FOR
YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS (6TH GRADE & OLDER)
You are invited to “Guadette” A Jubilee of Mercy
Celebration taking place Wednesday, December 9th, from
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm at Loyola Catholic School’s St. Theresa
Gallagher Chapel. Praise and Worship music is being
presented by SONAR (www.sonarband.com). Key Note
Speakers will include Sr. Paul Mary Ritggers (Director of Faith
Formation for the Diocese of Winona) and Fr. Andrew Vogal.
Many area Priests will also be present offering a special focus
and opportunity to receive the Grace of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. This event is free to the public.
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ADVENT PRAYER SERVICE
WITH BISHOP LEVOIR

All families, especially those with children,
are invited to attend an Advent Prayer Service
with Bishop John M. LeVoir on Sunday,
December 6th. The service is at 2:00 pm in
Minneota at the Church of St. Edward. This service is
designed to help us focus on advent and prepare for the
true meaning of Christmas, centered on the birth of Jesus.
Families are encouraged to bring the Baby Jesus figure
from their home nativity set. The figure will be blessed by
Bishop LeVoir individually as families come forward in
procession. There will be a blessing on families and
expectant mothers as they prepare for Jesus’ birth in their
hearts. A “swaddling clothes” collection (blankets,
sleepers, layette items, etc.) will be taken for babies in need
and given to Friends of San Lucas, area Birthright Centers,
or First Choice Pregnancy Services. Cash donations will be
taken to First Choice Pregnancy Services in New Ulm. For
more information, contact the diocesan evangelization and
catechesis offices at 507-233-5325.

ADVENT RETREAT
An Advent Retreat based on the
Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius is
being offered at SS Peter & Paul Parish
this Advent season. Please join us as we
prepare ourselves for the Son of God
becoming man and for His second
coming in glory. It is a special time for
active expectation, desire, prayer,
communication and joy. The retreat
includes prayerful scripture reading,
Ignatian contemplation on the infancy narratives, daily
personal prayer and a group prayer meeting Saturday
mornings from 10:00 am – 11:00 am. The retreat will begin
Saturday, November 28th, and end Saturday, January 2nd. To
register or for more information, contact Frank Cesario at
625-2395 or fcesario@hickorytech.net.

MID-ADVENT DAY OF REFLECTION:
PREPARE A WAY FOR JUSTICE, PEACE
AND HOPE ON EARTH
December 12, 2015 from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm
170 Good Counsel Drive, Mankato, MN
“It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of
us memories of goodness and thus open doors of
hope…” -Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI
Along with shopping, office parties, caroling, tree
decorating and baking, take time to prepare your heart,
your spirit, your psyche for the coming of Christmas.
$40 includes lunch. Register by Dec. 8th at
507-389-4266 or mjwelter@ssndcp.org
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NOV. 28 - 29 LITURGICAL ROLES
Lectors
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:

Eileen Wadekamper
Michelle Fischer
10:00 am: Chris Cain

Eucharistic Ministers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Daniel Gowanlock, Nicole Hull, Tom Koch,
Patrick & Wanda Hull, *Deb Stachon
Sharon Lenz, Julie Schoettler,
Michelle Ellingworth, Terri Compton,
Bernie Bastian, *Jane Younge
John Kuchinka, Curt & Donna Stanke,
Jackie Cesario, Dennis Haga, *Maxine Davis

Altar Servers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Riley & Reid Gruenes,
Rayna Gruenes (Cross, Book, Bell)
Grace & Ben Ellingworth,
Braeden Otto (Cross, Book, Bell)
Elias Westermann, Hailey Barker, Abi Lang

Presentation of Gifts
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Larry & Maggie Bennett
Doug Homan Family
Lindsay Kohrs Family

Ushers
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Bob Stachon, Paul Stevens, Tom Rheaume,
Mark Weingartz (Head Usher)
Paul Harguth, Craig Amundson, Gary Zellmer,
Chris Sturm (Head Usher)
Jim Barker, Scott & Brady Smith,
Bob Wescheid (Head Usher)

Music Ministry
5:00 pm:
8:00 am:
10:00 am:

Julie Gruber/Jeanne Makela
Corinne Ort/Vicki Galli
Tom Bachmann/Jeanne Makela

LORD, HEAR OUR PRAYERS…
PRAYERS AND SUPPORT FOR
ALL OF OUR SICK AND INJURED
OF HOLY ROSARY PARISH
Our prayers go out to all of the sick and
injured in our parish who are at home, in the
hospital, nursing homes or assisted-living
residences. May God bless them and keep
them under His guidance and protection!

FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL
Loretta Becker, Canton Polk, Mona Wakholz, Ruth
Gag, Charles Ulman, Kathy Meyer, Daniel Crowley,
Marilyn Rieff, Donna Peterson, Juliette Shamp, Ruth
Baker, Ruth Fitterer, Jane Keltgen, Isaac Kolstad, Rachel
Tobin, Mary Jane Ledwein, Doris Lorentz, Bill Goettlicher,
Krystal Portz, Steve Fitterer, Gabriel Speckel, Shannon
Murphy, Lisa LaPoint Leland, David Bruender, Susan Zenk

FOR OUR FAMILIES
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Elaine Shea
No Mass
David Marczak
Greggory & Janine Tramp
Steve & Bonnie Kremer
Kevin & Meghan Velasquez
Michael & Kris Maes

FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
Nick Blace
Jared Hiniker
Ann Winkler
Dana Schiller
Mark Hansen

Timothy Eick
Matt McGraw
Christopher Schmidt
Jonathan Heintz
William Backes

Ben Barsness
Sean O’Dea
Daniel Fitterer
Anna Drummer

PRAYER CHAIN

Rosary Leaders
5:00 pm:
10:00 am:
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If you, or someone you know, would like to
be included in our prayer chain, please call
Karen Etzell, 387-7877.

Vince Guertin 8:00 am: Arlyce Anderson
Darlene Schorn

Money Counters for November 2015:
Bob Manwarren, Renee Amundson, Adrian Person,
Mike Schneider

Bulletin Folders for November 2015: Mary Bliss,
Barb Wegscheid, Marge Grausam, Rita Townsend

A CALL FOR TENORS AND BASSES
The Holy Rosary Choir has begun preparing for
Christmas! We have been blessed this year with a
wonderful group - both in number and voices. We are,
however, in need of a few more men (or women with a
low range). Please consider joining or encouraging
someone you know to join. Call Elaine Wolf at
507-387-6501 if you are interested!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Mon: Dn 1:1-6, 8-20/Lk 21:1-4
Tues: Dn 2:31-45/Lk 21:5-11
Wed: Dn 5:1-6, 13-14, 16-17, 23-28/Lk 21:12-19
Thurs:

Fri:
Sat:
Sun:

Dn 7:2-14/Lk 21:29-33
Dn 7:15-27/Lk 21:34-36
Jer 33:14-16/1 Thes 3:12—4:2/Lk 21:25-28,
34-36
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

In this season of Thanksgiving, the Loyola family
extends our thanks and gratefulness to each of you. As
a member of a Mankato area parish, you support Loyola-your parish school--in countless ways. We appreciate your
prayer and faithfulness, and your gifts of time, talent and
treasure. We remember you and your intentions at each of
our school Masses.
Our thanks go out to all who planned, prepared and
hosted Wired to the Heart on November 13, especially to
chairs Elaine Buhs, Lisa Montag and Melissa Marks. The
generosity of those who participate in this annual elegant
evening helps to fund Loyola’s science and technology
programs.
As we look toward the season of Advent, we anticipate
a time of prayer and of reaching out to those in need,
especially to those in our own local area. Intermediate and
High School students will create Christmas baskets for
members of local parishes, and Primary School students
will collect baby items items to be distributed through the
local chapter of Birthright.
Come win your Thanksgiving turkey at Turkey Bingo!
Enjoy playing bingo, a raffle, and concessions at St. Joseph
the Worker Catholic Church after the Saturday, November
21 (tonight!) Mass. All proceeds will go to Loyola Catholic
School teachers for use in their classrooms. In addition, a
$1,000 matching grant will be provided by Catholic United
Financial to Loyola Catholic School. The event is
sponsored by Mankato Holy Family Catholic United
Financial Council #17.
Plan ahead for some great Christmas shopping!
Loyola’s Upper Campus is hosting a Barnes & Noble Book
Fair on Saturday, December 12. Come and enjoy stor y
times, music provided by our K-12 students, Loyola’s
family spirit, and gift-wrapping, while purchasing books,
gift cards, and other items that will delight the people on
your Christmas gift list!
Save the date! Loyola will host a State of the School
gathering on Monday evening, December 14. Make an
evening of it...supper, presentations, Q&A, Christmas treats
and the grades 5-12 band concert!

MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER
DECEMBER 12TH - 13TH
Bring an awesome marriage into the Christmas
season and continue it for a life-time. Register for
the December 12th - 13th Marriage Encounter at
www.marriages.org. Only a few spots left so register
NOW. Weekends are held at Mt Olivet Conference and
Retreat Center in Farmington. Visit www.marriages.org
for additional information or call 651.454.3238.

Diocesan United Fund (D.U.F.) Diocesan Priest Pension
Fund/ Medical, Care Comp Ins, and Priest Care Fund:
Pd. to Date:
$ 26,130.76
DUE:
$ 65,081.69
Annual Diocesan Ministries Appeal (D.M.A.):
Rec’d. to Date:
$
0.00
Recommended:
$ 29,590.78
Loyola Catholic School “Investment”:
Pd. to Date:
$ 61,000.00
DUE:
$ 234,000.00

Total Paid to Date 2015-16:
Apostolate stewardship for 2015-16:

$ 87,130.76
$ 328,672.47

Last year, our total assessments came to
$343,812.77. This year the amount has been reduced on
two accounts to $328,672.47. This week, because of our
successful Fall Festival, we increased our weekly
offering to $10,000.00 to Loyola. This brings us to a
total offering to our Catholic School system of
$61,000.00. (We are actually “behind” from where we
were last year by $4,000.00, as by this time last year we
had paid in $65,000.00. We will try to rectify that in the
coming weeks!)
The D.M.A. goal this year that has been set by the
Diocese is no longer requiring that the parish would
make up the difference from parish funds if the parish
does not reach its goal. However, we are required to do
our best in reaching our goal. Every dollar that you give
this year to the D.M.A. will result in 80 cents going to
the Diocese of New Ulm and 20 cents back to the parish.
Last year, when the parish reached their goal, 100% of
the money came back to Holy Rosary. The parish
received several thousand dollars back which was very
helpful. This is no longer the case. Now, every dollar
that goes over our goal will still be divided out 80/20,
with the 80% going to the Diocese and 20% to Holy
Rosary. F.Y.I.

FR. ED ARDOLF ENDOWMENT FUND
This fund is now at $161,609.00. 85% of the earnings of
this fund go to pay tuition at Loyola Catholic School for Holy
Rosary families. Contributions to this fund may be dropped
off at the parish office or sent to the Loyola Advancement
Office (145 Good Counsel Dr., Mankato, MN 56001)

FROM THE MANKATO SERRA CLUB
ALL TOO OFTEN WE FORGET to express
appreciation to those in service-oriented jobs, including
priests, sisters and brothers. We forget because we think,
it’s their job to help. Priests and religious aren’t
superhuman. They need genuine support from those they
serve. Let them know how you feel. The Mankato Serra Club
works to affirm and promote religious vocations and meets on the 1st and
3rd Tuesday of every month for more information call 507.696.8119.

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE

FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
SEPTEMBER 28, 2015
The Holy Rosary Finance Council Committee was called
to order on September 28th, with nearly all of the members
in attendance. Following prayer, the past minutes of the
June 1, 2015 were reviewed and approved.
Father began with some brief comments regarding the
parish finances and facilities. The parish had spent a
productive summer catching up on a great deal of deferred
maintenance through out the church, rectory and, most
especially, on the school building. A great deal of effort was
spent upgrading and cleaning the school in anticipation of
better utilizing the facility for the use of religious education as
well as for additional renters to cover the utilities. Religious
education is increasing their numbers with around 240 students
in 1-12.
The Annual Financial Report that was revised and
expanded, revealed that the second largest expense to the
parish was payroll. The parish had been paying between
$14,000.00-$15,000.00 in salaries each month, from the parish
monies. In the coming Fiscal Year of 2015-2016, payroll
costs will be dropped by about 50%. Insurance coverage is
required by the Diocese of New Ulm and two employees are
requesting coverage.
The Financial Report revealed that the overall revenue
from the previous year increased by a healthy 14%. This year,
in the first quarter, revenue is up around 17%. The collections
consistently are able to reach or extend beyond the parish
budgeted needs.
Father will continue to plan and work with the Education
Committee to do more for our youth program through religious
education as well as youth ministry. This is a year of transition,
but hopefully more can be done than even what is planned for
this academic year. Children’s Christmas program and youth
liturgies will begin later this year and into 2016.
Father concluded by stating the return of the Fall Festival
and suggestions and ideas as what would work and what
would not work on our local parish level from past experience.
Father was able to recruit about 12 people for this committee
to see the event turn into reality.
Jim Theuninck reported on the parish finances. Parish
revenue has continued to increase particularly in the area of the
weekly offerings. Jim emphasized that the expenses largely
rest with a great deal of repair work and cleaning that has taken
place in the church, social hall, school and rectory. It is
expected that the number of renters will increase resulting in
an uptick in revenue from around $17,000.00 to somewhere in
the neighborhood of some $50,000.00. Those that are being
recruited such as an after-school program of the public school,
appear to be long-term and reliable renters. These monies will
help just to alleviate the pressure of utility prices and basic
maintenance of the facility. Jim also shared that the final net
profit of the first attempt at a parish auction came to
$11,522.40.

NOVEMBER 21 - 22 , 2015

The Financial Report booklet for 2014-2015 was reviewed
with largely favorable comments regarding the detail and
format. Some suggestions were offered for the report for the
coming year.
The next Finance Council meeting was scheduled for
November 23rd at 7:00 pm (*Please note the hour later time
at 8:00 pm due to the Fall Festival follow-up meeting at
7:00 pm.)
There being no further business, the meeting concluded
with prayer.

DIOCESAN MINISTRIES APPEAL
The 2015 Diocesan Ministries Appeal packets have
been sent out to all of the parishioners in the first week
of this month of November. This year’s theme, “Blessed
are the Merciful”, comes right out of the Beatitudes. The
D.M.A. offers an opportunity to do our part to support
the ministries that help to build the Church up right here
in the Diocese of New Ulm. The Diocese helps provide
the ministries and services that no single parish could
provide. Each one of us has been blessed by God’s
generosity and for that reason we have a spiritual need
and a desire to return some of our blessing back to God.
The added focus on mercy of this D.M.A. helps
concentrate our attention on providing a merciful and
compassionate response to those in need. If you are able,
please consider becoming a member or continuing a
membership to the Bishop’s Guild for people who are
able to contribute $1,000.00 or more to the D.M.A.
Commitment Weekend and the review of the Diocesan
video will be forthcoming in the weeks ahead!
This year a new feature has been added – online
giving. You can now go on the Diocesan web site
www.dnu.org andf make your donation/pledge the. Next
weekend we will see a brief video about the appeal and
hear Bishop LeVoir and others speak about the good
work that is taking place in our Diocese of New Ulm.
Please be as generous as your heart will allow!

BECOMING CATHOLIC?
Do you know of someone that would be
interested in becoming a full member of the
Catholic Church and a full member of Holy
Rosary parish? Evangelization begins not with a
bulletin, but rather being a Good News person
and talking to someone that you know in your
house or your neighborhood that is seeking a deeper
relationship with the Lord.
Last year we received some six members into full
communion in the Catholic Church. Please contact the parish
office if you know of someone or perhaps that “someone” can
call the parish office as well to learn more about what it
requires to become a member of the Catholic faith. Please call
387-6501. Classes will begin in January of 2016!

